Case PAK 180604.CC
Child abuse/Threat to the victim’s family and investigators

The International Secretariat of OMCT requests your URGENT intervention in the following
situation in Pakistan.

Brief description of the situation

The International Secretariat of OMCT has been informed by the Asian Human Rights
Commission (AHRC), a member of the OMCT network, of the sexual abuse of a 6-year-old
boy by histeacher in Pakistan on 6 June 2004.

In the afternoon of 6 June 2004, the victim’s mother went to the Lajna Mosque in Lahore,
Punjab province, Pakistan, where her son studies, because he did not come back at home after
school. When she arrived at the mosque, she found her son lying in the corridor, bleeding and
unconscious. Although the alleged perpetrator was not in the mosque at that time, the victim
clearly identified one of his teacher as his attacker when he came with his grandfather to the
Green Town Police Station to file a complaint on 7 June 2004. Moreover, the initial medical
report confirmed that the victim was sexualy harassed. The alleged aggressor is currently
detained at the Kot Lakhpat Jail.

However, the victim’'s family reported that they are suffering pressure to withdraw the case
from various religious groups, including the Tableeghi Jamaat and Jamia Ashrafia, and also
from neighbours. Police investigators are alegedly pressured, too.

OMCT welcomes the arrest of the alleged perpetrator for the purpose of due investigation and
process. OMCT would like to encourage the authorities of Pakistan to continue to act on this
case, despite pressures, in compliance with article 19 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child which states that “ (1) States Parties shall take all appropriate legidative, administrative,
social and educational measures to protect the child from al forms of physical or mental
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation,
including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person
who has the care of the child. (2) Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include
effective procedures for the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support
for the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of
prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of
instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicid
involvement.”

Actionsrequested
Please write to the authorities in Pakistan urging them to:

i. Take all necessary measures to ensure the physical and psychological integrity of the
victim;



ii. Order a thorough and impartial investigation into the circumstances of this event in order to
bring the responsible to trial and apply the penal and/or administrative sanctions as provided by
law, even in the case where the victim withdraws his complaint;

iii. put an immediate end to the pressure to which the victim’s family is being subjected;

iv. guarantee that adequate reparation is provided to the victim and his family

v. Guarantee the respect of human rights and the fundamental freedoms throughout the country
in accordance with national laws and international human rights standards.

Addresses

General Pervez Musharraf, H.E. The President, The President House, Government of
Pakistan, |slamabad, Pakistan, Fax: + 92 51 9224768 / 9224836 , E-mail: CE@pak.gov.pk

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mian Khursheed Mahmud Kasuri, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Constitution Avenue, Islamabad, Pakistan, Fax:+92 51 920 2518/922 4205/4206, E-mail:
pak.fm@usa.net

Syed Iftikhar Hussain Shah, H.E. The Governor, The Governor House, Government of
NWFP, Peshawar, Pakistan. Phone: +92-91-9210656/ 9210324/ 9210702, Fax: +92-91-
9210751

Chief Secretary, Government of NWFP, Civil Secretariat, Peshawar, Pakistan

Secretary Home and Tribal Affairs Department, Government of NWFP, Civil Secretariat,
Peshawar, Pakistan Phone: +92-91-9210071 Fax:+92-91-9212453

Ambassador Umer Shaukat, Rue de Moillebeau 56 (4éme) - CP 434, CH-1211, Geneve 19,
Suisse, E-mail: mission.pakistan@ties.itu.int, Fax: +41 22 734 80 85

Please aso write to the embassies of Pakistan in your respective country.
Geneva, June 18, 2004

Kindly inform us of any action undertaken quoting the code of this appeal in your reply.



