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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE CONSIDERS SYRIAN REPORT AS NGOs DENOUNCE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 

Geneva – Damascus, July 19, 2005 – The United Nations Human Rights Committee considered, on July 19 and 20 2005, the fourth periodic report of the Arab Republic of Syria on the status of human rights in Syria under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

In this context, the Committees for the Defense of Democratic Liberties and Human Rights in Syria (CDF), together with the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), presented to the Human Rights Committee an alternative report on State Violence in Syria. 

This report highlighted the widespread violation of human rights in Syria, especially in the context of the state of emergency in force since more than forty years, which allows restrictions of human rights. “The report gives an endless list of human rights abuses and victims of torture and other ill-treatment”, says Patrick Mutzenberg from OMCT. In addition, the report pointed out the permanent violation of the Kurdish minorities’ rights. 

During the dialogue with the Syrian Delegation, the Human Rights Committee requested several clarifications on the human rights situation, including the impact of the state of emergency on human rights, especially with regard to exceptional jurisdictions. Moreover, the Human Rights Committee expressed its deep concern about common practice of torture and ill-treatment in prison and related secret service division. The question of impunity of those who have committed torture and ill-treatment was also highlighted. 

CDF and OMCT are currently waiting for the official concluding observations and recommendations of the committee on Syrian’s situation, which will be released on July 29 2005. 

On July 15 2005, CDF and OMCT organized a briefing meeting with the Human Rights Committee. “The human rights record has not improved since recent years and there are little hopes that the situation will change in the near future” said Aktham Naisse, a prominent Syrian lawyer and President of CDF and respected human rights activist in Syria. 

Aktham Naisse was himself harassed throughout a long judicial proceedings, being charged with “opposing the objectives of the revolution” and “disseminating false information aiming at weakening the State”, he risked a prison sentence of 15 years. In June 2005, Mr. Naisse was found not responsible of “the activities” of which he was charged.

He was awarded the 2005 Martin Ennals Award for Human Rights Defenders (MEA) for his human rights work. The MEA ceremony will take place in Geneva on October 12, 2005 and the award will be handed over by Mrs. Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

For more information : 

Contact : Patrick Mutzenberg – OMCT : 022/809.49.39




Background information

All States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) are obliged to submit regular reports to the Human Rights Committee (HRC) on how the rights are being implemented. States must report initially one year after acceding to the Covenant and then whenever the Committee requests (usually every four years). The Committee examines each report and addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form of "concluding observations”.
The Human Rights Committee is the body of independent experts that monitors implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by its State parties. The Committee meets in Geneva or New York and normally holds three sessions per year.

For more information: http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm

  

