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“On behalf of our 
Union, we would 

like to thank you for 
support given by [...] 

the Observatory for the 
Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders in 
what was a difficult 
period for us. Your 

assistance was crucial 
to us and to our future 

activities”
Arnold StepAniAn, ChAirmAn of 
the Union  “pUbliC movement 
mUltinAtionAl GeorGiA”, in 
reSponSe to An UrGent AppeAl  

by the obServAtory

Created in 1986, the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) is today the main co-
alition of international non-governmental organisations fighting against torture, sum-
mary executions, enforced disappearances and all other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. With 282 affiliated organisations in its SOS-Torture network and many tens 
of thousands of correspondents throughout the world, OMCT is the biggest network of 
NGOs working for the protection and the promotion of human rights in the world.

Based in geneva, oMCt’s international secretariat provides personalised medical, 
legal and/or social assistance to hundreds of torture victims, and disseminates 
urgent appeals across the world in order to protect individuals and to fight against 
impunity. specific programmes allow it to provide support to women, children 
and human rights defenders. oMCt also submits individual communications and 
alternative reports to the special mechanisms of the united nations (un), and 
actively collaborates in the development of international norms for the protection 
of human rights.

oMCt enjoys a consultative status with the following institutions: the un 
economic and social Council, the international labour organization, the african 
Commission on Human and peoples’ rights, the organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie, and the Council of europe.

Mission



Guided by a concern for efficiency, OMCT is engaged in the fight 
against torture through dedicated and targeted programmes, 
three of which are presented below.

Launched immediately after the Organisation was established, 
the Urgent Campaigns Programme continues it work, by issuing 
appeals regarding specific victims (women or children) or by 
denouncing acts perpetrated against human rights defenders 
who are often a favourite target for repressive regimes.

For implementation of the State Compliance Programme, the year 
2006 brought a major contribution in the form of four practical 
legal guides published in several languages and dealing with the 
international and regional human rights protection procedures 
(European, Inter-American, African and international human 
rights systems). These are precious tools for helping victims 
of torture and their defenders obtain justice via these various 
procedures. In 2006, the European Union agreed to provide 
substantial support for the continuation and development of the 
programme.

At its Manila Conference in 1991, OMCT was given a mandate to 
analyse the economic, social and cultural causes of violence and 
torture. The resulting programme continues its work and was 
further strengthened by our international conference, “Poverty, 
Inequality and Violence: Is there a human rights response?”, 
held in Geneva in October 2005. The conference highlighted 
the links between the violation of economic, social and cultural 
rights and their consequences in terms of poverty, inequality and 
discrimination – which in turn increase the risks of torture, arbitrary 
detention, summary execution or enforced disappearances. 
Moreover, in 2006, OMCT also secured substantial funding from 
the European Union that will enable the International Secretariat 
to implement the recommendations adopted at the conference 
and to develop new activities, particularly in the field of training 
and education.

In parallel, the past year has been marked by efforts to 
rationalise and enhance the efficiency of the International 
Secretariat in Geneva, for the benefit of the 282 members of 
the SOS-Torture network. Several evaluation processes have 
enabled us to determine the extent to which these objectives 
are being met: one was conducted among network members 
and confirms the positive results stemming from our urgent 
appeals, as well as the increasing requests for our intervention 
from grassroots organisations. Other evaluations conducted with 
partners and donors have underscored the effective operation 
of the organisation, particularly in terms of its administrative 
and financial management – while also suggesting some useful 
measures to improve its efficiency, including professionalising 
the communication/fundraising sector.

OMCT’s activities are possible only because of the resolute 
commitment of its team members, who often have to face a 
variety of obstacles in performing the tasks that the network 
expects of them, and because of the precious support of motivated 
volunteers who assist it through the Organisation Committee. 
Our action is more necessary than ever at a time when the United 
Nations is engaging in a process of reform which, one might 
legitimately fear, contrary to what is hoped, may not in fact 
result in reinforcing victim protection systems and guaranteeing 
full respect for human rights. The intervention of civil society 
and NGOs is more crucially relevant than ever. With this in mind, 
OMCT intends to play its role to the full, thanks to the added 
value conferred by its distinctive assets: a lightweight structure 
guaranteeing fast intervention, flexible working methods, and 
of course the inestimably valuable support of the SOS-Torture 
network. 

Olivier Mach, preSident of the exeCUtive CoUnCil

a Word FroM tHe president



2006 will go down in the history of the UN as the year in which the 
Human Rights Council replaced the Commission that had been 
established in the wake of the Second World War. 

As soon as the reform project was submitted for consultation, 
OMCT – while recognising the imperious need for change – 
expressed strong concerns about the new structure. Undoubtedly, 
the essential principle of a periodic and systematic review of the 
human rights practices of all States was an innovative idea that 
was positive in itself, but it was not enough to guarantee an 
objective, balanced and non-selective examination. The instigators 
of the reform had not dared to take their reasoning to its logical 
conclusion. A solid body of independent experts should have 
been set up, charged with the delicate task of performing periodic 
evaluations according to rigorous criteria uniformly applicable 
to all States. On such a basis, and while taking account of the 
specific nature of each case, the political authority represented by 
the ambassadors sitting on the Council could have adopted the 
most appropriate measures within the boundaries imposed by the 
necessities of “realpolitik”. Such a “judgment” would thus have 
been balanced and comparable for all, even if the follow-up and 
measures stemming from this scrutiny were to remain variable 
– and therefore debatable – owing to the respective weight and 
influence of each State. By offering merely an evaluation for all, 
and not providing for the essential separation of roles that is 
indispensable to the principle of checks and balances, the advocates 
of the reform have raised expectations that the new institution is 
bound to disappoint. Today, those who enthusiastically welcomed 
this reform are reduced to fighting, as we are, to save the assets 
that remain from the Commission on Human Rights.

However, these difficulties and the resulting uncertainties with 
regard to the future of the Human Rights Council do not have 
purely negative effects. They oblige the NGOs such as ours that 
are fighting to promote respect for human rights to conceive their 
actions, not in terms of established procedures and institutions, 

ForeWord BY oMCt’s direCtor
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urgent CaMpaigns prograMMe
The Urgent Campaigns Programme is one of OMCT’s core 
programmes and aims to react as quickly as possible to cases of 
torture and other forms of violence occurring around the world 
by disseminating urgent interventions to carefully targeted 
audiences (intergovernmental bodies, specialised organisations, 
NGOs, individuals, etc.). The appeals are based on the information 
submitted by member organisations of the SOS-Torture network, 
and other contacts, and seek to denounce human rights violations 
in order to protect victims from further abuses. They also call for 
reparation and redress to be awarded and for the perpetrators of 
the acts to be brought to justice.

urgent assistanCe to ViCtiMs oF torture 
prograMMe
OMCT provides indispensable, urgent medical, legal and/or 
social assistance to men, women and children who are victims 
of torture. Thanks to the SOS-Torture network, OMCT is able to 
identify and verify requests for urgent assistance in order to grant 
the necessary aid within a very short timeframe.

eConoMiC, soCial and Cultural rigHts prograMMe
The Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Programme aims to 
protect individuals and groups from torture, arbitrary detention, 
summary execution, enforced disappearance and other forms 
of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment by 
identifying and reacting to the economic, social and cultural roots 
of such acts. It does this by developing a better understanding 
of the links between violations of economic, social and cultural 
rights and the poverty, inequality and discrimination that lead to 
such violence.

CHildren’s rigHts prograMMe
The Children’s Rights Programme promotes the protection of 
children against torture and other forms of violence. Almost all 
States of the world have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights 

oVerVieW oF oMCt prograMMes

but by diversifying their forms of intervention according to varied 
needs and possibilities. For, it is sad to say, torture has not lost 
any ground in 2006. On the contrary, the security-related fears 
engendered by terrorist attacks involving massive loss of life have 
led growing segments of the population to show a dangerous 
tendency to accept resorting to extreme means. To meet this 
new challenge, we cannot be content with simply reinforcing the 
legal mechanisms which, although essential, are inadequate to 
eradicate this scourge. We must extend our fight to the search 
for the underlying causes of torture and to intervening on levels 
such as prevention, promotion, the defence of victims and the 
punishment of perpetrators, as well as those whose lives have been 
broken by this intolerable practice.

OMCT, building on a network that is strongly diversified in both 
geographical and operational terms, can rely on the cooperation 
of more than 280 organisations around the globe. 

The OMCT’s approach from grassroots level up towards the 
national or international systems, has led to better use of existing 
mechanisms and promotion of what is necessary when they 
are lacking, and to a determination to tackle the causes of the 
violations, even though the methods and the framework conceived 
to prevent them need to be entirely rethought.

The present report provides a glimpse of these ongoing efforts. 
The sheer diversity of the interventions it reveals does not stem 
from feverish activism; its coherence and unity instead lie in an 
unswerving loyalty to victims’ expectations. This is made possible 
by the active involvement and commitment of a wide range of 
NGOs that have agreed to pool their efforts in the fight against 
torture, each according to its own specific “modus operandi”.

Eric Sottas, direCtor
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of the Child, adopted on 20 November 1989. The Children’s 
Rights Programme aims of ensure that those rights are not only 
recognised in theory, but also implemented in practice.

ViolenCe against WoMen prograMMe
The main goal of the Violence against Women Programme is to 
offer protection to female victims of torture and cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, such as rape, and domestic 
violence. It also seeks to ensure the respect and promotion of the 
human rights of women, on equal terms with the respect and 
promotion of the human rights enjoyed by men.

HuMan rigHts deFenders prograMMe/oBserVatorY 
For tHe proteCtion oF HuMan rigHts deFenders
Owing to their commitment, human rights defenders, such as 
lawyers, NGOs, and trade unions, are prime targets for many 
regimes. NGOs and individual defenders constitute the link 
between victims and regional and international solidarity actions. 
If that link is broken, victims no longer have any means of making 
their situation known and violations go unpunished. 

In 1997, OMCT joined forces with the International Federation 
for Human Rights (FIDH) to create the Observatory for the 
Protection of Human Rights Defenders. The Observatory provides 
concrete protection to human rights defenders who are harassed 
as a consequence of their commitment to defending universally 
recognised human rights and fundamental freedoms; builds the 
capacities of local NGOs, while affirming their indispensable role 
in promoting peace, the rule of law and democracy in all parts 
of the world; and mobilizes the international community to act 
against the repression to which defenders are subjected.

state CoMplianCe prograMMe
The State Compliance Programme follows up States’ international 
commitments under human rights instruments. It complements 
the Urgent Campaigns Programme by facilitating access for 

victims and local NGOs to intergovernmental mechanisms to 
fight torture and providing them with the legal and practical 
support needed to participate in the various procedures of 
specialised bodies such as the UN Committee against Torture 
and the Human Rights Committee. The Programme also strives 
for effective implementation of international instruments by 
the States Parties, especially the concluding recommendations 
adopted by those specialised bodies.



The Urgent Campaigns Programme is one of OMCT’s core pro-
grammes and aims to react as quickly as possible to cases of tor-
ture and other forms of violence occurring around the world by 
disseminating urgent interventions to carefully targeted audien-
ces (intergovernmental bodies, specialised organisations, NGOs, 
individuals, etc.). The appeals are based on the information sub-
mitted by member organisations of the SOS-Torture network, and 
other contacts, and seek to denounce human rights violations in 
order to protect victims from further abuses. They also call for 
reparation and redress to be awarded and for the perpetrators of 
the acts to be brought to justice.

urgent interventions (appeals, letters, press releases), many 
of which are prepared in conjunction with other OMCT 
programmes, are sent out as quickly as possible and the 
recipients well targeted in order to maximise the impact. 
OMCT also sends out bilateral communications, written at the 
request of members of the SOS-Torture network, which address 
situations that are not as pressing or as recent as those requiring 
an urgent appeal, but which nevertheless require intervention 
by the Organisation.

In 2006, OMCT issued 217 urgent interventions concerning 
1,273 individual victims and 9 groups in 44 countries1. In 2006, 
greater emphasis was placed on following up urgent appeals 
with relevant organisations, be they members of the SOS-
Torture network or not, international and regional human rights 
mechanisms, and the States concerned.

The Urgent Campaigns Programme is regularly called upon by 
the various UN mechanisms set up to deal with country-specific 
or thematic human rights issues – the Special Procedures – to 
provide further information on the cases or countries contained 
in its appeals. The Programme is able to respond rapidly in 
most cases owing to the well-established and personal nature of 
relations with the Special Procedures2. In 2006, the Programme 

urgent CaMpaigns prograMMe
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responded to requests from and worked with, inter alia, the 
Special Rapporteurs on Torture and on Extrajudicial, Summary 
or Arbitrary Executions, and the Working Groups on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances and on Arbitrary Detention. 

In 2006, the Urgent Campaigns Programme was subject to two 
evaluations: an internal one carried out by OMCT with the 282 
members of the SOS-Torture network, and an external one led 
by the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) and 
the Oak Foundation, concerning the years 2003 to 2005. These 
two evaluations clearly showed that: 
•  many urgent appeals lead to positive results;  
•  the demand for urgent appeals by local  
 organisations is high; and
•  the level of satisfaction of participating NGOs  
 and their confidence in the way OMCT manages  
 the programme is also high. 

More precisely, with regard to the impact of urgent appeals on 
the situation of individuals, 94% of those that responded (some 
100 members of the network) felt that urgent appeals have a 
positive impact on the situation of individuals.

1. Algeria, Argentina, 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 
Brazil, Burundi, Cambo-
dia, Cameroon, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Cuba, 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Egypt, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Georgia, 
Guatemala, India, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Italy, Kaz-
akhstan, Lebanon, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya, Maldives, 
Morocco, Mexico, Nepal, 
The Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Peru, Philippines, Russian 
Federation, Sierra Leone, 
Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, 
Syrian Arab Republic,  
Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela,  
and Zimbabwe.

2 Mechanisms set up by 
the UN Commission on 
Human Rights to deal with 
country-specific or thematic 
human rights issues (i.e. 
Special Rapporteur on 
Torture).

“The appreciation shown by the OHCHR and the Special Rapporteurs for the precise  

and detailed information on cases of human rights violations is also a sign of recognition.  

A high-level representative of the OHCHR stated in an interview that it would not be possible for 

this office to do its work properly without the information submitted by serious and reliable  

local NGOs through the intermediary of international NGOs, such as OMCT.”
Elisabeth Lewin, “Giving Voice to the Victims of Torture, an Evaluation of the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)”, 

commissioned by SIDA and the Oak Foundation, December 2006



urgent assistanCe to ViCtiMs oF torture prograMMe
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“(...) First I want to thank you for the help  

that you gave to me and wish that God gives you more and 

more so you can help those who need help.” 

lebAnon, JAnUAry 2006

The Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture Programme 
cooperates with the State Compliance Programme in assisting 
victims in submitting individual complaints to UN mechanisms, 
such as the Committee Against Torture and the Human Rights 
Committee. 

In some countries, victims of torture require the assistance of 
foreign lawyers who are not subject to pressure by the national 
authorities. In such cases, OMCT with other NGOs might 
undertake missions to the relevant courts or send lawyers to visit 
prisoners and act as their defence.

Furthermore, OMCT helps organise events, such as round-tables, 
to raise public awareness of the issue of torture and to encourage 
authorities and NGOs to take action, such as in Colombia and 
Sierra Leone on the occasion of International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture (26 June 2006). 

In 2006, the Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture Programme 
was subject to an internal evaluation carried out by OMCT 
with the 282 members of the SOS-Torture network. Those that 
responded confirmed that the programme provided tangible 
medical, legal and social support to victims. They also felt that 
OMCT had reacted quickly and concretely, with clear criteria for 
providing assistance, thereby facilitating the efforts of their local 
organisations to obtain support and refuge for those affected.

OMCT provides indispensable, urgent medical, legal and/or so-
cial assistance to men, women and children who are victims of 
torture. Thanks to the SOS-Torture network, OMCT is able to 
identify and verify requests for urgent assistance in order to grant 
the necessary aid within a very short timeframe.

In 2006, urgent medical, legal and/or social assistance was 
provided to 180 victims of torture (113 men, 67 women 
including 38 children) from 23 countries: Angola, Bhutan, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Chile, Colombia, Congo-Brazzaville, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Mauritania, Peru, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Uruguay, Venezuela and Yemen.

Torture victims, or those at risk of being tortured, frequently 
face serious social problems through loss of their possessions, 
employment, arrest and arbitrary detention. The situation is even 
more tragic if the victims have families who are dependent on 
them. Some victims of torture are helped to leave the country 
where they were at risk; others are granted aid for a limited 
period to enable them to overcome their difficulties, including 
after expatriation.

For women and men suffering from health problems caused by the 
acts of torture suffered, OMCT might cover the costs of medical 
treatment or put them in touch with a centre specialised in the 
rehabilitation of torture victims. The moral and psychological 
support provided by OMCT is just as important to victims as 
financial aid, as they are comforted by the fact that their cases 
have reached the public eye and that States will eventually have 
to answer for their actions.

Torture victims may also receive legal assistance from OMCT. 
They may require help in seeking political asylum in a host 
country; exposing the treatment they have suffered; applying 
to the courts to have the perpetrators brought to trial; seeking 
compensation through national or international courts.



The Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Programme aims to 
protect individuals and groups from torture, arbitrary detention, 
summary execution, enforced disappearance and other forms of 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment by iden-
tifying and reacting to the economic, social and cultural roots 
of such acts. It does this by developing a better understanding 
of the links between violations of economic, social and cultural 
rights and the poverty, inequality and discrimination that lead 
to such violence.

Economic, social and cultural factors are all-pervasive and 
therefore an integral part of many of the cases dealt with by 
OMCT. As a result, the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Programme is often heavily involved in the activities of the other 
OMCT programmes.

As highlighted by the annual report of the United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on Torture published in 2000, people who 
are socially and economically marginalised are the ones who, 
in most cases, are subject to inadmissible treatment by police 
or armed forces. This is not a coincidence, but in fact shows 
that acts of torture are just one aspect of a complex web of 
violations.

The Programme works with national NGO partners to help 
them identify and act on the economic, social and cultural root 
causes of torture and other forms of ill-treatment. It assists them 
in finding the most efficient means to prevent these violations, 
for example by preparing alternative reports1 for submission to 
UN Treaty Bodies or by circulating urgent appeals to the Special 
Procedures.

In 2006, the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Programme 
issued 18 urgent interventions concerning 2,000 direct victims in 
10 countries: Cameroon, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Greece, Mexico, and Sudan.

The process of preparing the interventions also serves to build 
the capacities of the NGOs concerned, which often realise, 
through their actions, that torture results from violations other 
than those that are obvious prima facie. During the year, OMCT 
helped national NGOs prepare a report on agrarian policy, 
human rights and violence in Egypt, which was presented to the 
institutions of the European Union, and information on forced 
labour and violations of economic, social and cultural rights in 
Myanmar, which was presented to the 94th International Labour 
Conference. 

The Programme also prepared two reports on the economic, 
social and cultural root causes of violence in Guatemala and 
South Africa, which were presented to the UN Committee 
against Torture. Furthermore, OMCT organised a hearing at the 
request of the European Parliament, during which it discussed 
with members of parliament means of pre-emptive intervention 
in situations where socio-economic imbalances might be at the 
origin of acts of torture.

OMCT published the report of the 2005 international conference 
“Poverty, Inequality and Violence: Is there a Human Rights 

eConoMiC, soCial and Cultural rigHts prograMMe
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1 The reports are an  
alternative to reports  
by States Parties, which  
do not always portray 
country situations in an 
unbiased way.

“Grassroots organisations,  

such as OMCT, have daily contact with 

people victimised by violence and  

socio-economic injustice. They provide  

a link between the people and  

the justice system by: informing them  

of their rights, helping them frame  

and voice their concerns; consolidating 

group action; ensuring access to legal 

representation; and monitoring decisions. 

Where change is required at policy level or 

in influencing traditions, civil society has 

a crucial role in forging partnerships with 

policy-makers and communities  

and in identifying and analysing policy 

options based on respect for human 

rights. Your discussions here provide an 

opportunity to make high-level political 

declarations work on the ground.” 

Keynote AddreSS by mS loUiSe ArboUr,  

United nAtionS hiGh CommiSSioner for hUmAn riGhtS,  

GenevA, 4 oCtober 2005

Response?” and prepared proposals for implementing the 
conference’s recommendations. The Organization also published 
the results of an interdisciplinary study “Attacking the Root Causes 
of Torture: Poverty, Inequality and Violence”.

OMCT continued to raise awareness among UN human rights 
bodies regarding the link between violence and violations of 
economic, social and cultural rights, and to advocate the need for 
an Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. OMCT thus welcomed the UN’s 
decision to begin drafting such an instrument and the decision 
by the UN Sub-commission on the Promotion and Protection of 
Human Rights to approve the draft guidelines and transmit them 
for action to the UN Human Rights Council.



victims to make their voice heard. Finally, crimes against children 
are very often committed by people who have an acknowledged 
authority, such as staff in an orphanage, but who are not legally 
considered as agents of the State. As a consequence, the ill-
treatment they inflict is not defined as torture. 

The Children’s Rights Programme promotes the protection of children against torture and other forms of violence. Almost all States of the 
world have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted on 20 November 1989. The Children’s Rights Programme aims 
of ensure that those rights are not only recognised in theory, but also implemented in practice.

Acts of torture committed against children – a particularly abject 
practice – are, paradoxically, one of the least documented types 
of human rights violation, for several reasons. First, States try 
to hide these crimes as they raise more indignation than other 
kinds. Second, children find it harder than other categories of 

CHildren’s rigHts prograMMe
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The Children’s Rights Programme drafts and circulates urgent 
interventions1 and submits to the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child alternative reports2, based on analysis of States 
Parties’ compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, so that these violations do not remain unknown and 
unsanctioned. In 2006, the Programme prepared and sent out 
39 urgent appeals concerning 267 children and 2 groups in 15 
countries: Azerbaijan, Brazil, Colombia, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Nepal, Peru, Philippines, Sudan and Venezuela. 
In addition, it sent out seven press releases and four bilateral 
communications and submitted three NGO alternative reports 
on Benin, Chile and Kenya to the Committee on the Rights of 
the Child.

The reports are prepared in close cooperation with local partner 
NGOs, and preparatory missions are often carried out for such 
alternative reports. Meetings with field NGOs, local authorities 
and governmental representatives, visits to custodial premises, 
child detention centres or protection services are organised 
in order to obtain first-hand information and to establish or 
strengthen contacts with the local NGOs.

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is not the only 
body to deal with these violations. Within the framework of the 
State Compliance Programme, the Children’s Rights Programme 
co-writes reports that are submitted to the UN Human Rights 
Committee and the UN Committee against Torture. The aim 
is to contribute to a more effective integration of children’s 
rights issues into the Committees’ work. Issues that have been 
addressed involve child torture, including extra-judicial killings, 
administration of juvenile justice, child soldiers, children living 
or working on the streets, and child labour in general. In 2006, 
the Programme prepared the children’s rights sections of 
four alternative reports on Burundi, Georgia, Guatemala, and 
Tajikistan, ready for submission to the Committee against Torture, 
and the children’s rights sections of two alternative reports on 

Honduras and Rwanda, ready for submission to the Human 
Rights Committee. OMCT also strives to increase the capacity 
of its local NGO partners to make effective use of international 
human rights mechanisms.

Since 2003, OMCT has been a member of the Inter-Agency 
Coordination Panel on Juvenile Justice, an expert committee 
established by a 1997 Resolution of the Economic and Social 
Council. The Panel, which comprises UN agencies and NGOs, 
aims to coordinate policies, projects and activities among 
international organisations dealing with national authorities in 
the reform of juvenile justice.

OMCT is also an active member of the NGO Sub-group on the 
Human Rights Council where it lobbies for children’s rights, 
and a member of the Sub-group on Juvenile Justice of the 
NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In 
2006, the Sub-group contributed to the General Comment of 
Committee on the Rights of the Child, advising on issues such as 
the minimum age of criminal responsibility, rehabilitation, gender 
mainstreaming, and the prohibition of corporal punishment as a 
judicial sanction.

In 2006, urgent interventions circulated by the Children’s 
Rights Programme were assessed with members of the SOS-
Torture network. Analysis of the responses showed that those 
who considered the appeals to have a positive impact felt that 
they helped protect children and their rights, giving them a 
sense of security and solidarity. Concretely, by putting pressure 
on public authorities, members felt they had contributed to 
a reduction of the number of victims and the severity of the 
violations. They cited cases where appeals had led to positive 
change, such as the dismantling of child prostitution rings, the 
decline of impunity, the demobilisation of children soldiers, and 
the reduction of trafficking in children. One member indicated 
that the appeal process had also promoted university research 
on such issues.

1. See Urgent Campaigns 
Programme

2. See Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights  
Programme



By issuing urgent appeals, letters and press releases, OMCT 
aims to prevent and respond to acts of torture or other forms of 
violence against women. Through these urgent interventions1, 
prepared in partnership with national NGOs, OMCT also raises 
awareness of the issue of gender-based violence, including its 
causes and consequences, among members of the SOS-Torture 
network, international, regional and national human rights 
mechanisms and other interested groups, and seeks remedy 
and reparation for victims. A large number of the interventions 
concern rape and other forms of sexual violence.

In 2006, the Violence against Women Programme prepared and 
sent out 25 urgent interventions concerning 91 women and girls 
in 12 different countries: Bangladesh, Colombia, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan and Turkey. It also issued six press 
releases.

Since OMCT began to issue urgent interventions on violence 
against women and to raise the awareness of members of 
the SOS-Torture network of the problem, there has been a 
perceptible increase in gender-sensitive information coming from 
the network. As a result, OMCT has been able to better target its 
actions and gain a broader view of the causes and consequences 
of violence against women. The number of urgent interventions 
with a gender-specific component almost doubled between 
2005 and 2006. As gender-specific violence is a widespread 
phenomenon, the Violence against Women Programme works 
closely with the other OMCT programmes. 

Within the framework of the State Compliance Programme, 
the Violence against Women Programme participates in the 

The main goal of the Violence against Women Programme is to offer protection to female victims of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment, such as rape, and domestic violence. It also seeks to ensure the respect and promotion of the human rights 
of women, on equal terms with the respect and promotion of the human rights enjoyed by men.

preparation and presentation of reports to the UN Human 
Rights Committee and the UN Committee against Torture. 
Furthermore, the Programme also cooperates with other relevant 
bodies, such as the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The reports are 
prepared in conjunction with local women’s rights organisations 
that play a key role in preparatory and follow-up missions to 
the country concerned. In 2006, the Programme prepared the 
women’s rights sections of four alternative reports on Burundi, 
Georgia, Guatemala, and Tajikistan, as well as an alternative 
report on State violence against women in Mexico, for submission 
to the Committee against Torture. It also prepared the women’s 
rights sections of two alternative reports on Honduras and 
Rwanda for submission to the Human Rights Committee, and 
submitted an alternative report on State violence against women 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, a briefing note on Georgia 
and a preliminary report on Mexico to CEDAW.

A persistent challenge faced by the Programme with regard to 
follow-up of identified cases is that in many societies surviving 
victims of rape or other forms of sexual violence are often 
threatened with expulsion from their homes or communities, 
or are at risk of being killed or subjected to further violence at 
the hands of members of their families or communities or by 
the perpetrators themselves. In some countries, women victims 
of rape risk being charged with and condemned for adultery. 
Faced with these consequences, women victims of sexual torture 
are reluctant to report the crime, which leads to impunity. The 
Violence against Women Programme aims to make public such 
cases, naming and shaming perpetrators, and calling on States 
to assume their role in prevention, investigation, punishment 
of those responsible, and protection and redress for victims. 

ViolenCe against WoMen prograMMe



2 0 0 6  a n n u a l  r e p o r t   17

Once there is a decrease in impunity, fewer violations will  
be committed.

OMCT also strives for the integration of a gender perspective into 
the work of all Treaty Bodies2. Furthermore, OMCT has noticed 
that the treaties and their monitoring bodies remain largely 
unknown or are under-exploited by both victims of violence 
against women and national women’s human rights NGOs, a 
problem it strives to redress.

OMCT is a major protagonist in the International Campaign on 
Women Human Rights Defenders. Often as a result of its urgent 
appeals and press releases, there has been an increase in the 
denunciation of cases of torture and extra-judicial executions of 
lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender individuals.

Analysis of the responses of the members of the SOS-Torture 
network to the evaluation carried out in 2006 showed that they 
felt that urgent appeals issued by the Programme supported 
the efforts of women towards establishing their rights and/or 
having them recognized by authorities, families, businesses and 
other institutions. As women are empowered, they gain more 
political power, supported by the existence of a global opinion 
movement, which works to raise awareness and reduce impunity 
and violence. Members’ responses also revealed that appeals 
often become advocacy tools for national organisations and 
encourage them to work together. They also assist lawyers in 
their work in forming new legislation, for example, on femicide in 
Guatemala and Mexico. Authorities, for their part, feel observed 
and pressured by the international community to demonstrate 
progress on this issue.

1. See Urgent Campaigns 
Programme

2. See Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights  
Programme



defenders, in particular the Organization of American States, 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the 
European Union and the Council of Europe. 

The Observatory may also provide material assistance to a 
defender (or a member of his or her family) who faces a situation 
of serious risk or danger, or when the existence or the operational 
survival of an organisation depends mainly on additional 
resources, in which case the Observatory might provide financial 
support for its institutional development. In 2006, two human 
rights defenders from the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
two from Uzbekistan were provided with material assistance 
either to cover livelihood costs while in detention; residence 
costs in a country of temporary asylum; or medical costs.

In support of the above activities, the Observatory organizes 
international missions: to determine facts, support individual 
defenders and NGOs, for instance during their trial, and to raise 
awareness of violations. In 2006, it undertook four international 
fact-finding missions to Colombia, Kyrgyzstan, Peru and Vietnam, 
and seven judicial observation or assistance missions in Ethiopia 
(2), Israel, Turkey (2), and Zimbabwe (2). It also published six 
mission reports on Bolivia, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Peru, the Russian 
Federation, and Thailand.

In 2006, the Observatory also attended 13 international and regional 
forums with a view to mobilizing inter-governmental institutions 
and strengthening human rights protection mechanisms.

In March 2006, the Observatory launched its 2005 Annual 
Report, Steadfast in Protest, which addressed the cases of 1,172 
oppressed defenders and the obstacles to freedom of association 
in nearly 90 countries around the world. In addition to reporting 
the repression affecting individuals or groups, the report also 
aimed to analyse trends in that repression and the strategies 
implemented by a number of actors, particularly States. The 

Owing to their commitment, human rights defenders, such as 
lawyers, NGOs members and trade unions leaders, are prime 
targets for many regimes. NGOs and individual defenders con-
stitute the link between victims and regional and international 
solidarity actions. If that link is broken, victims no longer have 
any means of making their situation known and violations go 
unpunished. 

In 1997, OMCT joined forces with the International Federation 
for Human Rights (FIDH) to create the Observatory for the 
Protection of Human Rights Defenders. The Observatory 
provides concrete protection to defenders who are harassed as 
a consequence of their commitment to defending universally 
recognised human rights and fundamental freedoms; builds the 
capacities of local NGOs, while affirming their indispensable role 
in promoting peace, the rule of law and democracy in all parts 
of the world; and mobilizes the international community to act 
against the repression to which defenders are subjected.

Urgent interventions1 are at the core of the alert system of 
the Observatory, which aims to break the isolation faced by 
numerous defenders at the local level, and to improve their 
situation by securing their release or the withdrawal of charges 
and judicial proceedings against them, or by encouraging the 
adoption of protection measures. In 2006, the Observatory 
sent out 241 urgent appeals, 61 press releases and 26 bilateral 
communications concerning the cases of 594 defenders and  
92 NGOs in 61 countries (see box). 

The Observatory’s urgent interventions constitute an important 
source of information for the Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary General on Human Rights Defenders and the 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders of the African 
Commission on Human and People’s Rights. In addition, the 
Observatory’s urgent interventions are systematically sent to 
other regional mechanisms for the protection of human rights 

HuMan rigHts deFenders prograMMe/oBserVatorY For tHe proteCtion oF HuMan rigHts deFenders



1. See Urgent Campaigns 
Programme

publication of the Observatory’s Annual Report has now become 
key to mobilising the media, and the report is to be further used 
to draw the public’s attention to the repression of defenders. 

In 2006, the Observatory was subject to an external evaluation 
covering the period 2003 to 2005, which was carried out by 
the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) and the 
Oak Foundation. This evaluation, “Giving Voice to the Victims 
of Torture”, highlights the positive impact of the Observatory’s 
urgent interventions and its fact-finding and judiciary observation 
missions: “Together with the Urgent Campaigns Programme, 
the Observatory is regarded as the most important programme 
by many local NGOs. A highly efficient worldwide monitoring 
and messaging system has been put in place. There is plenty 
of evidence that many appeals and missions produce tangible 
results for individuals and organisations in terms of protection 
and strengthened moral.”
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COUNTRIES OF OBSERVATORY INTERVENTION 

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, 
Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Congo-Brazzaville, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, India, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Morocco/Western Sahara, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, 
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Slovenia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen, Zimbabwe.

HuMan rigHts deFenders prograMMe/oBserVatorY For tHe proteCtion oF HuMan rigHts deFenders



The State Compliance Programme follows up States’ international commitments under human rights instruments. It complements other 
OMCT’s programmes by facilitating access for victims and local NGOs to intergovernmental mechanisms such as the UN Committee 
against Torture and the UN Human Rights Committee. The Programme also strives for effective implementation of international instru-
ments by the States Parties, especially the concluding recommendations adopted by those specialised bodies.
 

individual complaints before the Committee against Torture and 
the Human Rights Committee against Greece (2), the Russian 
Federation, and Tunisia. 

In the longer term, the Programme endeavours to improve 
individual victims’ access to UN Treaty Bodies by broadly 
disseminating technical information on how to file claims with 
these mechanisms. Collaborating closely with local partners 
in the screening, researching, drafting and filing of these 
complaints serves to build the NGOs’ capacities by familiarising 
them with the relevant procedures, jurisprudence and practical 
considerations, and by doing so, to contribute to the eradication 
of torture and ill-treatment in their countries. 

In 2006, OMCT published a four-volume Handbook Series 
providing a step-by-step guide to the practice, procedure, and 
jurisprudence of the human rights mechanisms (European, 
Inter-American, African and international human rights systems) 
competent to examine individual complaints. By publishing the 
Handbook Series , OMCT seeks to build the capacity of civil society 
in general, and of the SOS-Torture network in particular, in order 
to combat impunity and secure remedies for torture victims. 

Another important long-term goal is to contribute to the 
development of the case law of the committees and other 
international and national legal bodies by litigating strategic 
cases.

The State Compliance Programme works with the other 
OMCT programmes, particularly the Violence against Women 
Programme and the Children’s Rights Programme, to help draft 
and submit alternative reports. In 2006, it submitted three 
alternative reports on the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Honduras, and Rwanda to the Human Rights Committee and  
four alternative reports on Burundi, Georgia, Guatemala and 
Tajikistan to the Committee against Torture.

It also conducts preparatory missions for the drafting of NGO 
reports and follow-up missions to check on the effective 
implementation of the recommendations adopted by treaty 
bodies, ensuring that civil society, the national authorities and 
the media are fully involved. In 2006, preparatory or follow-
up missions were undertaken to Albania, Brazil, Burundi, DRC, 
Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tajikistan. 
The Programme also provides logistical and/or financial support 
to enable NGOs to attend committee sessions in Geneva or 
New York when their country is scheduled for review by one of 
the Treaty Bodies1. In 2006, 22 NGO representatives received 
such support.

The Programme’s individual complaints activity assists victims of 
torture in securing international remedies when recourse to their 
own domestic courts fails. Such remedies include compensation 
for harm suffered, rehabilitation, and the investigation and 
prosecution of the offenders. In 2006, the Programme filed four 

state CoMplianCe prograMMe



The independent evaluation 

of the Torture Prevention 

Project that was implemented 

under the State Compliance 

Programme from June 2003 to 

November 2006 showed that 

the majority of national NGOs 

that took part in the project and 

responded to the assessment 

questionnaire felt that it 

enabled them to improve their 

knowledge of the functioning of 

the Committees concerned and 

to strengthen their capacity to 

prepare alternative reports for 

submission to these mechanisms. 

Cooperation with OMCT was 

also assessed positively. 
evAlUAndA, “externAl evAlUAtion  

of the tortUre prevention proJeCt”, 
deCember 2006
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The mission of the European office of OMCT is to advocate a more coherent and efficient European policy on human rights, internally, 
through the successful integration of human rights norms within the Member States of the European Union (EU), and externally, in 
terms of the EU’s contribution to defending and promoting human rights in third countries, particularly those relating to torture and 
ill-treatment.

OMCT-Europe ensures that information collated and analysis carried 
out by OMCT is rapidly disseminated to key actors in European 
institutions. In 2006, this included feeding and updating the urgent 
interventions database, sending out alternative reports, and making 
handbooks available. OMCT-Europe maintains direct contact with 
the key individuals in these institutions, and the members of the 
European Parliament sympathetic to OMCT’s concerns. 

Furthermore, through weekly newsletters and briefing papers, 
OMCT-Europe informs the International Secretariat, and thus 
the entire network, about the policies and meetings of European 
institutions relevant to the organisation’s mandate. This allows 
OMCT to contribute, in a timely manner, to the debates and 
initiatives under way in those institutions, such as the evaluation 
of the EU guidelines on human rights defenders by the Austrian 
presidency of the EU, the Annual Report of the European Parliament 
on human rights in the world 2006 and the EU’s policy on the 
matter. OMCT also plays its part within the Council of Europe, 
notably through the human rights working group. In particular in 
2006, it sought to mobilize the Commissioner for Human Rights 
and the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights on the issue 
of human rights defenders, and participated in the colloquium 
“Protecting and supporting human rights defenders in Europe”.

OMCT-Europe also pays particular attention to the funds that 
the European Union devotes to human rights activities, so as 
to ensure that an integrated approach to the fight against 
torture is seen as a priority activity. OMCT-Europe participated 
in negotiations regarding the adoption of a new European 
instrument on democracy and human rights during 2006. 
It advocated a separate financial instrument in the field of 
the promoting democracy and human rights, with the fight 
against torture and ill-treatments remaining one of the thematic 
priorities, and sought to mobilize EU institutions to increase 
protection for human rights defenders.

Finally, European office of OMCT took part in the development 
of a study financed by the European Parliament that aimed to 
evaluate the implementation of the EU guidelines on torture and 
other cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment or punishment. The 
study was carried out in partnership with an independent expert, 
whom OMCT-Europe assisted by preparing a table of general 
analysis of the situation in 30 countries and by conducting two 
missions, to Egypt and Ukraine. The results of the study would 
be presented to the European Parliament’s Sub-committee on 
Human Rights in mid-2007.

oMCt-europe
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auditor’s report
To the Executive Council of 

tHe World organisation against torture – sos-torture

In accordance with the mandate which we have been entrusted by your 
General Assembly, we have audited the annual accounts for 2006 up to 31 
December 2006.

We have noted that the balance sheet and the statements of income and 
expenditure exactly concur with the books, which have been accurately kept.

The financial year has shown an excess in spending of CHF 53’872.65. We 
confirm the legitimacy of the assets of CHF 1’508’338.76.

In conclusion, we recommend the approval of the accounts submitted to us.

The auditors:

Marcel LAUPER

Geneva, 17 April 2007

ANNEX I : Balance sheet as at 31 December 2006

ANNEX II : Statement of income and expenditure in 2006

annual aCCounts
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annex i

BalanCe sHeet as oF 31/12/2006 31/12/2005
CHF CHF

assets
Cash funds 873.50 2,971.34
Postal check account 114,049.52 19,565.94
Banks 1,001,695.32 1,136,203.96

1,116,618.34 1,158,741.24
Contributions 251,064.36 222,515.05
Costs paid in advance 140,656.06 71,057.13

1,508,338.76 1,452,313.42

liabilities
Grants paid in advance 396,041.93 6,895.00
Creditors 53,362.49 231,535.90
Other liabilities 475,034.55 556,110.08

924,438.97 794,540.98
Provision for specific activities 490,000.00 490,000.00
Differed income 162,718.25 182,718.25

1,577,157.22 1,467,259.23

deficit
Deficit brought forward 14,945.81 0.00
Surplus expenditure 53,872.65 14,945.81

68,818.46 14,945.81



stateMent oF inCoMe and eXpenditure on 31 deCeMBer 2006
(with 2005 comparative)

annex ll Year 2006 Year 2005
CHF CHF

inCoMe 3,120,936.50 2,977,493.78

Membership fees 5,145.54 9,397.85

Donations «Club des Cent» 53,500.00 110,000.00

Private donations 229,096.25 302,830.00

Gala evening / Vernissage / Bridge 145,168.38 116,338.90

Bulletins and various donations 15,870.05 36,889.64

Federal, cantonal, communal grants 87,400.00 190,450.00

Grants from European governments 743,265.99 707,316.00

Grants from foundations and others 294,965.60 45,858.12

Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture 293,143.94 300,569.56

Children’s Rights 65,574.07 126,424.42

Violence against Women 95,776.21 104,832.28

Human Rights Defenders / Observatory 132,226.00 119,709.00

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 0.00 318,600.85
State Compliance 872,304.47 450,309.16

Urgent Campaigns 68,750.00 37,968.00

Audit 18,750.00 0.00



2 0 0 6  a n n u a l  r e p o r t   27

Year 2006 Year 2005
CHF CHF 

eXpenditure -3,187,356.53 -2,993,870.98

Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture 304,548.02 312,184.82

Children’s Rights 265,895.46 171,661.40

Violence against Women 161,809.97 202,418.71

Human Rights Defenders / Observatory 289,708.76 309,695.55

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 225,666.30 418,225.85

State Compliance 1,453,681.71 918,568.32

Urgent Campaigns 209,436.43 102,897.00

Training 21,522.75 11,363.55

Extensions 27,822.71 151,490.25

Promotion 148,550.72 139,220.59

Special and unforeseen events 73,610.76 219,566.08

Miscellaneous 5,102.94 36,578.86

results BeFore Creditors interests and otHer inCoMes -66,420.03 -16,377.20

Creditors interest and otHer inCoMes 12,547.38 1,431.39

Creditors interest 10,340.38 256.07

Other income 2,207.00 1,175.32

eXCess oF eXpenditures -53,872.65 -14,945.81

Geneva, 16 April 2007



non-governmental grants
Caritas
Comité Catholique contre la Faim et pour  
 le Développement
Diakonisches Werk
ICCO
King Baudouin Foundation
Misereor Foundation
Oak Foundation

grants from international or intergovernmental 
organisations
European Commission
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture

government grants
France
Finland
Liechtenstein
The Netherlands
Sweden (SIDA)
Switzerland

list oF oMCt donors

Cantonal and municipal grants (switzerland)
• Cantons
Geneva
Jura
Schaffouse

• Municipalities
Bottmingen
Dardagny
Erlenbach
Geneva
Heimberg
Jussy
Lancy
Lausanne
Le Noirmont
Meinier
Troinex
Winterthur
Zug

sos-torture network membership fees
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“We would like to express 

[…] our sincere thanks for 

your messages of sympathy 

and encouragement 

following the armed attack 

on us and our family. 

Your messages offered us 

support and boosted our 

determination to continue 

working to promote and 

protect human rights in  

our country.”
miChel-innoCent mpinGA tShibASU, 

preSident of the nAtionAl  
hUmAn riGhtS obServAtory,  

demoCrAtiC repUbliC of ConGo.
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economic, social and Cultural rights programme

• Attacking the Root Causes of Torture. Poverty,  

 Inequality and Violence, an interdisciplinary study,  
 edited by Thomas E. McCarthy, Geneva, September 2006,  
 available in English
• Report on the International Conference, 4–6 October 2005.   
 Poverty, Inequality and Violence: Is there a Human Rights   
 Response?, Geneva, December 2006, available in English

Children’s rights programme

Alternative reports submitted to the United Nations  
Committee on the Rights of the Child: 
• Children’s Rights in Benin  – submitted in 2006,  
 to be published in 2007 in French
• Children’s Rights in Chile – submitted in 2006,  
 to be published in 2007 in Spanish
• Children’s Rights in Kenya – submitted in 2006,  
 to be published in 2007 in English

Violence against Women programme 

Alternative report submitted to the United Nations  
Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of  
Discrimination Against Women:
• Violence against Women in the Democratic Republic  
 of Congo – submitted in 2006, published in 2006 in  
 English and French

Alternative report submitted to the United Nations  
Committee Against Torture: 
• State Violence against Women in Mexico. The San Salvador  
 Atenco Case – submitted in 2006, to be published in 2007  
 in Spanish 

Human rights defenders programme/observatory
for the protection of Human rights defenders 

annual report:
• Steadfast in protest – Annual Report 2005 of the Observatory  
 for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders – published in  
 March 2006 in English, French, and Spanish (the section on  
 Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States was  
 also published in Russian)

Mission reports:
• Bolivia: Human Rights Defenders between Intimidation  
 and Hope – published in 2006 in English and Spanish
• Djibouti: Les défenseurs des droits économiques et sociaux  
 paient le prix fort – published in 2006 in French
• Ethiopia: The situation of Human Rights Defenders from  
 bad to worse – published in 2006 in English
• Peru: Una situación preocupante para los defensores de  
 derechos humanos – published in 2006 in Spanish  
 (to be published in early 2007 in English)
• Russian Federation: Attacks on Human Rights Defenders  
 in Saint Petersburg: Russian Authorities guilty of Negligence  
 – published in 2006 in English and French
• Thailand, Somchai Abduction Trial: Justice granted or Justice 
 denied? – published in 2006 in English

puBliCations and reports in 2006
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state Compliance programme 

(as part of the framework of the Prevention of Torture Project) 
Alternative reports submitted to the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee:
• Human rights violations in Brazil – submitted in 2005,  
 published in 2006 in English and Portuguese
• Human rights violations in Honduras – submitted in 2006, 
 published in 2006 in English and Spanish 
• Human rights violations in Rwanda – submitted in 2006,  
 published in 2006 in French 
• Violations of Human rights in Uzbekistan – submitted in  
 2005, published in 2006 in English and Russian
 
alternative reports submitted to the united nations  
Committee against torture: 

• Human rights violations in Burundi   – submitted in 2006,  
 published in 2006 in French
• Human rights violations in the Democratic Republic of Congo   
 submitted in 2005, published in 2006 in English and French
• Human rights violations in Georgia – submitted in 2006,  
 published in 2006 in English and Georgian
• Human rights violations in Guatemala – submitted in 2006,  
 published in 2006 in English and Spanish
• Human rights violations in Tajikistan – submitted in 2006,  
 to be published in 2007 in Russian
• Human rights violations in Togo – submitted in 2005,  
 published in 2006 in English and French

oMCt handbook series (part of State Compliance Programme)
• Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights. A Practitioner’s Handbook  
 by Ugur Erdal and Hasan Bakirci, with a preface by Sir Nigel Rodley, OMCT Handbook  
 Series Vol. 1, series editor: Boris Wijkström, Geneva, November 2006, available in  
 English, French, Russian and Turkish
• The Prohibition of Torture and Ill-treatment in the InterAmerican Human Rights  
 System: A Handbook for Victims and their Advocates by Diego Rodríguez-Pinzón  
 and Claudia Martin, foreword by Claudio Grossman, Vice Chair of the United  
 Nations Committee against Torture, OMCT Handbook Series Vol. 2, series editor:  
 Boris Wijkström, Geneva, September 2006, available in English, Portuguese and  
 Spanish
• The Prohibition of Torture and Ill-treatment in the African Human Rights System.  
 A Handbook for Victims and their Advocates by Frans Viljoen and Chidi Odinkalu,  
 preface by Adama Dieng, OMCT Handbook Series Vol. 3, series editor: Boris  
 Wijkström, Geneva, November 2006, available in Arabic, English and French
• Seeking Remedies for Torture Victims. A Handbook on the Individual Complaints  
 Procedures of the UN Treaty Bodies by Sarah Jones, Katie Mitchell, Linda Gyorki and  
 Carin Benninger-Budel, foreword by Manfred Nowak, OMCT Handbook Series Vol.  
 4, series editor: Boris Wijkström, Geneva, November 2006, available in Arabic, English, 
 French, Russian and Spanish

other Joint publications 
Violaciones de derechos humanos en el Estado espanõl. Human rights violations in the 
Spanish State. Joint publication of the OMCT and the Coordinadora para la Prevención 
de la Tortura (Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Spain), November 2006, in 
English/Spanish

“Thank you very much for ... your effective efforts.”
mr Ali Al-dAilAmi, exeCUtive direCtor of the yemeni orGAnizAtion for the defenCe of hUmAn 

riGhtS And demoCrAtiC freedomS, who wAS ArreSted on 9 oCtober 2006 on hiS wAy to denmArK 
to pArtiCipAte in A hUmAn riGhtS ConferenCe. he wAS releASed withoUt ChArGe on 5 november 
2006 And told thAt it wAS to “teACh him A leSSon” for enGAGinG in hUmAn riGhtS ACtivitieS.



glossarY

alternatiVe reports  The reports are an alternative to reports by States Parties, which do not always  
 portray country situations in an unbiased way.

HuMan rigHts deFender Based on the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders adopted by the General  
 Assembly on 9 December 1998, the Observatory defines a human rights defender as  
 follows: “Any person who is the victim or is at risk of becoming the victim of reprisals,  
 harassment or violations as a result of his convictions and actions exercised individually  
 or in association with others – in conformity with international instruments protecting  
 human rights – to promote rights recognised by the Universal Declaration of Human  
 Rights and guaranteed by several international instruments”.

oHCHr  Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

oMCt  World Organisation Against Torture (Organisation mondiale contre la torture)

ngo  Non-Governmental Organisation

sos-torture netWork The SOS-Torture network is at the heart of OMCT’s work. It is a global network of  
 organisations fighting torture. At the outset, in 1986, it comprised 48 NGOs. Today,  
 it is composed of 282 organisations spread across 92 countries. Network members  
 are chosen on the basis of the criteria of independence, professionalism and credibility.  
 Integration into the SOS-Torture network enables NGOs to benefit from logistical  
 and legal support from OMCT, which acts as the network’s coordinator.

speCial proCedures  Mechanisms set up by the UN Commission on Human Rights to deal with  
 country-specific or thematic human rights issues (i.e. Special Rapporteur on Torture)

treatY Bodies Mechanisms set up by international human rights treaties to monitor their  
 implementation (i.e. Committee against Torture)

un  United Nations
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“Dear OMCT and FIDH, […] on behalf of the ZimRights Board and staff, I would like to thank you 

once again for your continued support and urgent response to any distress call from human rights 

defenders across the globe. Activists throughout the world remain indebted to your timely and 

urgent appeals which indeed have seen many human rights defenders escaping from the draconian 

teeth of repression. Please keep up the good work.”
mUnyArAdzi bidi, nAtionAl direCtor of zimriGhtS, zimbAbwe.


