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AFGHANISTAN - Death sentence / Arbitrary detention
February 20, 2008 - AFG 001 / 0208 / OBS 023

On October 27, 2007, MPervez Kambaksh a reporter with thdahan-e NawThe New Worlgnewspaper, and
a student in journalism at Balkh University, waseated for having downloaded and distributed antosdellow
students a controversial article commenting onegrsf the Koran relating to women'’s rights. He whced in
detention in Mazar-i-Sharif, awaiting his trial.

On January 22, 2008, Mr. Kambaksh was sentencdddth for “blasphemy” by a court in Mazar-i-Shafihe
trial was held in camera, without the accused beilhgwed the assistance of a lawyer. Mr. Kambaksts w
sentenced on the basis of Article 347 of the Crah@ode, which provides for a maximal sentencavef years’
imprisonment, but not death penalty. He appealediétision.

On January 30, 2008, the President of the Afgharatedssued a statement supporting the death sendgainst
Mr. Kambaksh, which was questioned by several sesat another statement.

On October 21, 2008, the Kabul Court of Appeal aweed the death sentence against Mr. Kambash, but
sentenced him instead to 20 years in prison fasihemy”. Mr. Kambahsh'’s lawyer appealed this negisibn
(See Urgent Appeal AFG 001/0208/OBS 023.1, issue@aober 23, 2008).

The hearing in Mr. Kambaksh’s appeal had startelflap 18, 2008. However, under Article 6 of the hte
Criminal Procedure Code, an appeal must last n@ ti@n two months, after which the appellant mast b
released, whether or not the proceedings have edaclkonclusion.

ALGERIA - Judicial harassment
January 10, 2008 - DZA 001/ 0108 / OBS 003

In January 2008, Md.ouisa Saker, Secretary General of the Constantine Associatidramilies of Disappeared
PersonsAssociation des familles de disparus de ConstantiieDC), was informed that she was summoned to
appear before the Constantine Court on Februa®@®@3, without ever having been summoned or hearthdy
Examining Magistrate. She was charged with “dishglihe peace, organising an unauthorised martackang
public officials in the course of their duty withkaife, and theft”, in connexion with her arrest ®aptember 20,
2004, while participating in a peaceful demonsbratin front of the provisional headquarters of #uk hoc
Committee of the National Consultative Commissiam the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights
(Commission nationale consultative pour la protati la promotion des droits de 'HommENCPPDH).

On March 26, 2008, the Constantine Court altereccttarge to “unarmed gathering” and sentenced ElerSo

a fine of 20,000 dinars.

Ms. Saker appealed the decision. On November 108,2the Appeal Court of Constantine confirmed her
sentence. Ms. Saker intends to lodge an appelaétGassation Court.



BAHRAIN - Arbitrary detention / Releases / Judicial proceedings / Acts of torture
January 9, 2008 - Open Letter to the President oht United States of America
January 18, 2008 - Press Release
February 13, 2008 - BHR 001 / 0208 / OBS 017
February 28, 2008 - BHR 001 / 0208 / OBS 017.1

From December 21 to 28, 2007, members of the SpSeieurity Forces arrested over sixty activists vilaol
taken part in a peaceful demonstration on DecermhbeR007, in the Sanabis area, situated aboukfismetres
from the capital, Manama. This was on the occasfdhe Day of Martyrs, to commemorate victims atuce.

As of January 8, 2008, 28 of the 60 activists watik in detention, including 11 human rights deders: Mr.
Shaker Mohammed Abdul-Hussein Abdul-Aal Mr. Maytham Bader Jassim Am-Sheikh Mr. Majid Salman
Ibrahim Al-Haddad, Mr. Hassan Abdulnabi Mr. Nader Ali Ahmad Al-Salatha, Mr. Hassan Abdelnabi
Hassan Mr. Abdullah Mohsen Abdulah Saleh Mr. Ahmad Jaffar Mohammed Ali, members of the
Unemployed and Underpaid Committee (UURJ). Naji Al Fateel, member of the Bahrain Youth Human Rights
Society (BYHRS), MrMohammed Abdullah Al Sengais Head of the Committee to Combat High Prices, and
Mr. Ebrahim Mohamed Amin Al-Arab, founding member of the Martyrs and Victims’ Corttee. These
defenders are said to have taken part, in recemsyi public protests relating to economic andaaights and
to the restriction of freedoms.

On January 10, 2008, Messrs. Shaker Mohammed Aldstein Abdul-Al, Majid Salman Ibrahim Al-Haddad
and Nader Ali Ahmad Al-Salatna were released witheplanation, but remain charged with “illegal esbly”
and “stealing arms and ammunition”, and “possessioarms and ammunition without a permit”. Lateeyh
revealed having been victims of acts of torture #éifideatment during their detention. They asserieat some
detainees were handcuffed for one to two weekgregvbeaten, and thereby prevented from slee iy, were
forbidden to communicate, and blindfolded for maofsthe time. Some detainees were reportedly fotroegdmain
standing for over three days, others are said ¥e baen subjected to psychological torture, inauits threats, in
one case with a revolver. Others were apparenthoved from their cell during the night for questian the
other detainees hearing their screams.

In addition, Mr. Maytham Bader Jassim Am-Sheikh,owhas still in detention as of December 7, 2008p al
revealed having been subjected to sexual abuse.

Two requests submitted to the Prosecutor by theddahtduman Rights Society (BHRS) to visit the dedsis
were rejected.

On February 3, 2008, the President of the High DamCourt decided to postpone to February 24 #wihg of
the 18 persons who had taken part in the demoimstrah December 17, 2007. At the end of the heaoimg
February 3, the prisoners were authorised to spaafty with their families. Some of them assertbdt they had
been subjected to torture and ill-treatments dutirer detention. Among them were: Messrs. Maytlzeder
Jassim Al-Sheikh, Hassan Abdelnabi, Abdullah Moh&bdulah Saleh, Ahmad Jaffar Mohammed Ali, Naji Al
Fateel, Mohammed Abdullah Al Sengais, and M. Elmakiohamed Amin Al-Arab.

On February 24, 2008, at a hearing at which ordgnall number of persons were able to be presergsideAl-
Sheikh, Abdelnabi, Abdulah Saleh, Mohammed Ali,Falteel, Al-Sengais and Al-Arab pleaded not guiltyhe
charges of “illegal assembly”, “stealing arms anthaunition” and “possession of arms and ammunitidthaut

a permit”. The defenders were only able to seer tlsiyers 15 minutes before the hearing. Judge kBhai
Mohammed bin Ali Al Khalifa dismissed the requefstsrelease the men on bail and for granting theoess to
medical care. At the end of the hearing, the actugere allowed a brief encounter with their fansjibefore
being transferred to the Dry Dock detention ceimtiguharrag.

BANGLADESH - Arbitrary detention / Release
January 29, 2008 - BGD 001/ 0108 / OBS 012
February 4, 2008 - BGD 001 /0108 / OBS 012.1

On January 24, 2008, Mvlehedi Hasan a Bangladeshi citizen and a labour rights ingestir for the Workers’
Rights Consortium (WRC), an independent organisatiat carries out enquiries into working condifian
factories all over the world, was arrested in Dhdka the Bangladesh Intelligence Service, followiag
monitoring mission he had carried out in Bangladaleimg with Mr.Bent Gehrt, a Danish citizen and WRC
South-East Asia Field Director. Mr. Hasan was fiosbught to the National Security Intelligence odfiin
Gulshan, and then transferred to the Pallabi pasliagon.

On the same day, Mr. Gehrt was arrested at Dhakargi as he was about to board onto a plane tdarta
where he lives. The interrogation lasted aboutaur,iduring which Mr. Bent was asked to providelarptions
on the activities he and Mr. Hasan had carriedimiBangladesh over the past weeks. Mr. Gehrt wizased
immediately after being questioned.



On January 25, 2008, Mr. Hassan was remanded fioepoustody for four days for purposes of “further
interrogation”.
On February 3, 2008, Mr. Mehedi Hasan was reled$eaharge was held against him.

CAMBODIA - Impunity
January 22, 2008 - Joint Press Release

January 28, 2008 marked the fourth anniversamhefatrrest of Messrs. Born Samnang and Sok Sam @@um
the murder of MrChea Vichea President of the Free Trade Union of the Worlkérte Kingdom of Cambodia
(FTUWKC), assassinated on January 22, 2004. Treprsently serving a 20 years’ prison sentencihithey
received in August 2005 following an unfair trial.

CAMBODIA - Publication of a Report of an Internatio nal Investigation Mission
February 19, 2008 - Joint Presfelease

On February 19, 2008, the Observatory, jointly witle Cambodian Association for Human Rights and
Development (ADHOC) and the Cambodian League fax Bromotion and Defence of Human Rights
(LICADHO), called upon the Cambodian authoritiestake effective measures against the practice mietb
evictions, on the occasion of the publication a teport of an Observatory international investazamission
entittedDefending Economic and Social Rights in Cambodibligh Risk Activity.

The report denounces land-grabbing, evictions amggeution of community activists and other persesisting
such abuse. The report highlights several casseraus human rights violations resulting from &eias, the
victims having been neither consulted nor informmdbr to the eviction. The compensation offered is
substantially inadequate, the resettlement areaspeecarious, and the living conditions of the pations
concerned are inhuman. The villagers who oppose\totions are routinely targeted for criminal aes, while
the NGOs and journalists covering the situatioulady receive threats.

CHAD - Threats / Harassment
February 6, 2008 - TDC 001 / 0208 / OBS 016
February 23, 2008 - TDC 001/ 0208 / OBS 016.1

On February 14, 2008, Mdean-Bernard Padaré a lawyer and member of the Chadian League for d&fum
Rights (igue tchadienne des droits de 'HommETDH), lodged a complaint for “illegal arresthd “arbitrary
detention” following the disappearance of Messrgafejy Yorongar and Ibni Oumar Mahamat Salehdes,
Chadian opposition leaders. At the end of Augus82@othing had been done about the complaint.

On the day after the complaint was lodged, indigldwearing hoods came during several days todmsdile in
order to intimidate him. Mr. Padaré was absent fhdgsrdomicile and was only able to go back homess\days
later.

The following days, Mr. Padaré received two ingigittext messages, threatening him with death. Theats
referred to the part played by Mr. Padaré in tha that took place from December 21 to 26, 200K'iDjamena,
during which he, along with other lawyers, appeddthe six French citizens members of the NGO &Ne
Ark” (Arche de Zog

On February 21, 2008, as he was in a restaurahtanfiiend, Mr. Padaré noticed an individual whersed to be
spying on him, and who left on seeing that he wasatone.

These events took place in a context in which theigier of State for Defence, General Abdalllah $¢as,
declared, on taking office on February 19, 2008} tthe mercenaries have left, but their accompliaee in
N’Djamena, therefore we must track them down”.

Furthermore, on February 8, 2008, Mbobian Assingar, LTDH President of Honour, MsJacqueline
Moudeina, President of the Chadian Association for the Fittion and Defence of Human Righ#&s§ociation
tchadienne pour la promotion et la défense destsirde I'Homme- ATPDH), Ms. Delphine Djiraibe
Kemneloum, a member of ATPDH, MiMassalbaye TenebayePresident of LTDH, MrClément Abaifouta,
member of the Association of Victims of Crimes dfulitical RepressionAssociation des victimes de crimes et
de la répression politique AVCRP), Mr. Lazare Kaoutar Djelourninga, Vice-President of ATPDH, and Mr.
Lou Hingané Nadji, a member of the Moundou section of LTDH, wereotinfed of serious threats to their
safety. Some of them escaped attempted arresttaoksby the security services. In addition, stedlvehicles
of the Chadian armed forces reportedly surroundedhbuse of a defender.

At the end of July 2008, Mr. Tenebaye and other HTidembers were subjected to serious threats amsdoéct
intimidation following the publication of the LTDKeport on human rights violations perpetrated duend after
the attack of the capital N'Djamena by the rebetés in February 2008 (See Urgent Appeal TDC O@BGIBS

3



124, issued on July 23, 2008).
At the end of 2008, Mr. Tenebaye remained subjeit@tbse monitoring by the Chadian police.

CHILE - Arbitrary detention / Acts of violence
January 11, 2008 - Press Release

On January 3, 2008/s. Yénive Cavieres Sepulvedaa lawyer and defender of the rights of indigenpesples,
and a member of the Chilean section of the Amerkssociation of JuristsAsociacion Americana de Juristas
AAJ), was arrested in Santiago by the police aswaetaking part in a peaceful demonstration ingstoagainst
the death of the Mapuche student Matias Catrileez@da, assassinated in Vilcun in Araunacania bgralver of
the Special Police Operations Gro@rpo de Operaciones Policiales EspecialéSOPE). Ms. Sepulveda was
arrested as she was calling for respect for thetitational rights to peaceful assembly and freeddmxpression
of Ms. Orielle Nufiez and Ms. Berna Castro, two ipgrants in the demonstration who were in the psecef
being arrested.

Furthermore, the police violently repressed denratwsts, and arrested a Mapuche leader, Jusé Pallial in the
presence of his 11 year-old son, as well as 14 otleenbers of the Mapuche community.

These persons were then taken to the Santiagoatite gtation, where they were released a few hiates

CHINA - Arbitrary detention / Forced disappearance/ Harassment
January 3, 2008 - CHN 009 / 1107 / OBS 141.1
January 7, 2008 - CHN 009/ 1107 / OBS 141.2
January 18, 2008 - Open Letter to the authorities
February 1, 2008 - CHN 009 / 1107 / OBS 141.3
March 19, 2008 - CHN 009 / 1107 / OBS 141.4

On March 18, 2008, a hearing was held before thgnBeMunicipal N°1 Intermediate People’s Courtthe trial

of Mr. Hu Jia, co-founder and former Director of the Aizhixingstitute for Health Education, an organisation
that aims at educating the public about HIV/AIDS$l @t advocating the rights of persons sufferingif@DS.

The hearing lasted for four hours, but the lawyappearing for the defence, Messks.Fangping and Li
Jingsong were only allowed 20 minutes to speak, beforendpeénterrupted by the judge. They subsequently
attempted to speak on four occasions, but each the judged interrupted them, on the grounds higat
considered their arguments to be irrelevant tactse.

Furthermore, several persons were refused accahg twourtroom, including most of Mr. Hu's relatiyeand a
certain number of foreign diplomats. The policektdis friends and supporters outside Beijing ineortb
prevent them from talking to journalists.

Mr. Hu has been arbitrarily detained since Decen2ize2007.

On January 28, 2008, the Beijing Public SecurityeBu (PSB) informed him of the warrant for his srrand
that he was charged with “inciting subversion ft&tpower”.

Moreover, on January 10, 2008, Mr. Li Jingsong wsed under house arrest, and then released aders
later, after having invited some foreign journaligh order to denounce the fact that he was predefrtbm
meeting with Mr. Hu Jia’s wife, Mr&Zheng Jinyan.

As for Mr. Li Fangping, he was deterred by the atties from approaching Mr. Hu's domicile. Earliem
January 4, the two lawyers had been prevented ¥isiting Mr. Hu in prison, as his case would invel\State
secrets”.

CHINA - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention
February 5, 2008 - CHN 003 / 0807 / OBS 099.1

On February 5, 2008, the Hangzhou City Intermedraeple’s Court sentenced Nlti Gengsong a Hangzhou
writer and defender, to four years’ imprisonmend ame year’s deprivation of his political rights finciting
subversion of State power”. The hearing was disgatdn 15 minutes and only his wife, his daughtet swo
friends were allowed to be present.

On April 14, 2008, the Zhejiang Provincial High Cbrejected in a closed trial the appeal of Mr. His family
announced his intention to take his case to thec®ugp People’s Court (See Urgent Appeal CHN 003/(B3B%
099.2, issued on April 18, 2008).

Mr. LU was formally arrested on September 29, 2008&. had frequently published articles on the Irgern
denouncing corruption in the public sector, orgadisrime and forced evictions of urban residenttevi days
before his arrest, he had denounced the internofdvit. He Weihua in a psychiatric unit, and hadrbpeesent
the day before at the trial of Mr. Yang Yunbiao,aivist for the right to housing.
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CHINA - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention / lll-trea tments
February 20, 2008 - CHN 001 / 0208 / OBS 024
March 25, 2008 - CHN 001 / 0208 / OBS 024.1

On February 19, 2008, a hearing was held in tla &fi Mr. Yang Chunlin, a young farmers’ representative,
before the Jiamusi City Intermediate People’s Cdiieilongjiang province). Mr Yang arrived in court
handcuffed and fettered. When his lawyers protedtesl irons were removed from his ankles, but Mg
remained chained to an iron chair during the wrafléhe hearing. The proceedings mainly focused ren t
heading of the open letter “We want human rights, the Olympics”, for which Mr. Yang had collectegter
10,000 signatures. His lawyers asked the prosexutomprove the link between the title and the chaog
“inciting to subvert State power”. The prosecutpnduced no concrete evidence to that effect, ypéndicating
that the slogan had drawn the attention of intéonat media and had had a vey negative impact dbroa

On February 18, 2008, Mr. Yang was able to meetauiger, who reported that his client had only bable to
leave his cell seven or eight times since his gregkling that Mr. Yang was only informed of hisltthe day
before, which had made it impossible for him topame his defence. Mr. Yang also indicated that de lheen
tortured during his detention.

On March 24, 2008, the same day the Olympic flanas Vit in Olympia, in Greece, Mr. Yang Chunlin was
sentenced by the Jiamusi City Intermediate Peofleigt to five years’ imprisonment and two yearspdval of
his civic and political rights for “inciting to subrt the power of the State”. At the end of therimeg which
lasted 20 minutes, the court police struck Mr. Yaageral times with electric batons as he wasdryanspeak to
his family, present at the hearing. Mr. Yang pronkd his innocence and challenged the legitimadhefcourt,
at the same time adding that he would not appeat¢htence.

On July 6, 2007, Mr. Yang was placed in a detentiamtre and was formally arrested on August 137206ing
suspected of “inciting to subvert the State powelritil March 2008, the authorities denied all restgdrom his
family to be allowed to visit him, and refused tdorm them of his situation. The authorities alswassed the
members of his family on several occasions, ini@agr by wire-tapping their telephones in ordemtevent
them from drawing attention to Mr. Yang’s situation

As of December 2008, Mr. Yang remained in detention

CHINA - Arbitrary arrest / Release / lll-treatments
February 21, 2008 - CHN 001 / 0803 / OBS 041.12

On February 16 and 17, 2008, Mheng Enchong a human rights lawyer in Shanghai, was beaterharassed
by police officers, when he was with his wife. Lraten February 17, 2008, he was summoned to thieepol
station and detained for over 12 hours. The potjuestioned him on the legal assistance he had given
petitioners and victims of land confiscation. Mhehg was also questioned on an interview he haghdiv the
Epoch Timesewspaper on February 12, 2008, in which he taldemlit the case of corruption involving the
Shanghai tycoon Mr. Zhou Zhengyimentioning the possible implication of the forn@hinese Communist
Party leader, Mr. Huang Ju. During his detentianwas reportedly beaten by unidentified men.

The interview given to thEpoch Timesvas published on February 19, 2008. On Februar2@08, Mr. Zheng
was again arrested, and then released in the eyéfvinile detained, he was again beaten by an utifigghman.
Since his release on June 5, 2006, after servitigee-year prison term for “illegally divulging $asecrets
abroad”, Mr. Zheng and his family have been undmisk arrest, and are under constant surveillancéhdy
police.

CHINA - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention / lll-trea tments
February 22, 2008 - CHN 007 / 1007 / OBS 129.3

On February 19, 2008, the Management CommittednefHeilongjiang Re-education Through Labour (RTL)
camp rejected the request for an administrativieveof the decision to send her to an RTL camp éafdpy Mrs.
Liu Jie, an activist for the rights to complain and toksgestice in the town of Beian (Heilongjiang proeé), on
December 20, 2087Mrs. Liu appealed the decision.

1 Mr. Zhou Zhengyi, former President of the Nongkesl estate Development Group based in Shanghaisemtenced to three years’

imprisonment in 2004 for tax fraud and manipulatidrstock exchange quotations. He was releasedayn 2006, but was charged with

new facts and formally arrested on January 21, 200@harges of bribery and forging tax invoices.

2 Earlier the camp administration had repeatediygmeed its decision concerning another requesteddy Mrs. Liu for medical reasons.

The doctor who examined her on December 20, 2087cbacluded that Mrs. Liu would lose her sighthiéglid not immediately receive

adequate care, and that she should as a mattegarfay be transferred to Beijing, as the treatmead mot available in the Heilongjiang
5



Mrs. Liu Jie was arrested on October 11, 2007, sevdenced in November 2007 to 18 months of RTLhey t
PSB of the Beian City Military Farm Bureau, aftaving been the main organiser of a petition signed?2,150
petitioners calling on the leaders of the Chinese@unist Party, on the occasion of thd Party Congress, to
undertake political and legal reforms.

CHINA - Arbitrary arrest / Release / Harassment
March 11, 2008 - CHN 002 / 0308 / OBS 036

On the evening of March 6, 2008, Mireng Biag a Beijing-based human rights lawyer and an acagesn
laureate of the French Republic’s Human RightsdRin2007, was abducted in an unmarked black car.

No information was available on his whereaboutd brd release, on March 8, 2008.

Mr. Teng was reportedly questioned by members @fBhijing PSB in an unknown location, on the agesche
had written and on other “activities”. He was rakedafter being detained for forty hours.

At the end of 2007, Mr. Teng and Mr. Hu*Jfed co-authored an open letter criticising then€sé human rights
record on the eve of the Olympic Games. Mr. Terage the author of articles criticising the CommsuiParty’s
policy on human rights and the rule of law.

COLOMBIA - Assassination
January 25, 2008 - COL 001 /0108 /OBS 010

On January 16, 2008, four individuals entered thesk of Mr.Armando Montafiez, a peasant leader, former
Head of the National Peasants’ Associatidadciacion Nacional de Usuarios Campesin@déNUC) and former
President of the Community Action Committee of tBke Paraiso path, in Monterralo, Aguazul commune,
Department of Casanare. On seeing the intruders, A¥nando Montafiez, his nine year-old son and an
employee, Mr. José Jutinico Gémez, who worked onMdntafiez’s farm, approached the house. The agones
wearing civilian clothes, then opened fire. Mr. Aamidlo Montafiez and his son ran away, chased by three
aggressors, while the fourth was beating Mr. Géraeeusing him of belonging to the National LibeyatArmy
(Ejército de Liberacion Nacional ELN) and threatening to kill him. Mr. Armando M@ifiez’'s son managed to
escape.

Subsequent to these events, several members obitm@unity went to look for Mr. Montafiez, and leatt the
men of the 4% battalion of the Colombian regular army, who haérbpatrolling the area, had received orders to
leave. Furthermore, the military present in the@asfused to take part in the search for Mr. Moarafi

On January 18, 2008, M. Armando Montafiez’s body fwasd by members of the community in a crevice two
kilometres from his home, with two bullet woundglwe head and marks of blows.

After the discovery of the body, the army cordoonédhe area in order to remove it, but on thegtesice of the
family and of the Social Corporation for Communityaining (Corporacion Social Para la Asesoria y
Capacitacidon Comunitaria COS-PACC), the body was only removed after thival of officials of the Public
Ministry and of the Technical Investigation Untyerpo Técnico de InvestigacioneSTI).

A few years earlier, Mr. Montafiez had been acciseithe public security forces of “supposed collabon with

the guerrilla”. He had also received death thrdéiais a paramilitary named HK three years beford, that
despite complaints being lodged no investigatios varied out.

COLOMBIA - Death threats
February 19, 2008 - COL 023 /1207 / OBS 166.1

On February 12, 2008, Miosé Domingo FlorezHead of the Bucaramanga section of the Union ofkéfs of
the Food IndustrySindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de las Industrite los Alimentos SINALTRAINAL)
and a Coca Cola employee, received a letter senistbome threatening him with death, referring dts other
leaders of the Union, Messtauis Javier Correa SuarezandLuis Eduardo Garcia.

On February 14, 2008, Mr. Florez received a furtheeatening letter, warning him that his daughteuld be
abducted on leaving school and that he must leivieduse.

In the past, Mr. Florez had already received déatats for him and for Messrs. Luis Javier CoSearez and
Luis Eduardo Garcia.

province. Owing to her activities in defence of tights of petitioners, Mrs. Liu was on several agions beaten by the Heilongjiang
Provincial Nongken PSB police, resulting in permdrdamage to her eyes, causing her to practicadg ker sight. Between October and
November 2007, she was again beaten while in detentausing further injuries to her eyes. The arities nevertheless refused to
consider her request, on the grounds that theynbaideceived the medical report confirming her étod. Although she is close to being
blind, Mrs. Liu is forced to work fourteen hourslay, six days a week.
% See above.
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COLOMBIA - Smear campaign
February 20, 2008 - Press Release

On February 10, 2008, in an interview given to @eracol radio station, the President’s Counsellor, Mr.éJos
Ondulio Gaviria, declared that neither he “nor Riest Uribe would take part in the march on March 6
[National day of tribute to the victims of the panifitary], as according to him it was organised the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombiaugerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de ColombiARC). He added
that “it would be difficult for the people of Coldia to take part in such a demonstration, as we \pezcisely
marching against the organisers”.

Mr. Ivan Cepeda Castrq representing the National Movement of VictimsStéite CrimesNlovimiento Nacional
de Victimas de Crimenes de EstaddOVICE), rejected the declaration and recalledttthe members of the
movement and the organisers of the march are dgalribegal armed groups “whether the FARC or antlger
paramilitary group”. He added that the date of MaBchad been chosen because it coincided withbaiog of
the Fourth national gathering of victims of crimagainst humanity, of genocide and of serious vimhst of
human rights.

On February 11, 2008, the National Movement of Deitieed Self-Defence UnitsMovimiento Nacional de
Autodefensas Desmovilizadlaglso criticised the march in a press releaseusicg Mr. Cepeda Castro and
insinuating that the organisers were “FARC sympatts’. The release also protested against the march
considering that it was inappropriate to denouheectimes committed by the paramilitary in the présontext
of their “demobilisation”.

On February 12, 2008, the Organisation of the kewdys Unity of the Awa Peopl®fganizacion Unidad
Indigena del Pueblo Awa UNIPA) in the Department of Narifio, a member tbé National Indigenous
Organisation of Colombiadrganizacion Nacional Indigena de Colombi®NIC), received, along with 13 other
Narifio organisations, threats by email from theWiNeeneration” paramilitary group.

COLOMBIA - Death threats / Harassment
February 26, 2008 - COL 002 / 0208 / OBS 025

Early in 2008, Mr.David Ravelo Crespo Secretary of the Managing Committee of the Regji@orporation for

the Defence of Human Right€drporacion Regional para la Defensa de los DerecHoomanos CREDHOS),
was informed that a paramilitary commando was pfapio assassinate him in a district of Barrancalega, at

the request of an individual named Richard Ucedatdfm alias “el gomelo”. The paramilitary had been
following him for two weeks, and were waiting féretright moment to kill him.

Already in 2007, MrDavid Ravelo Crespo’s name had been on a list laited by the “Black Eagles’Aguilas
Negrad paramilitary group giving the names of human tsgllefenders who were to be assassinated in
Barrancabermeja.

COLOMBIA - Acts of intimidation / Attacks
March 5, 2008 - COL 003/ 0308/ OBS 034

On February 29, 2008, a man on a motorcycle firedhe house of MsAdriana Gonzalez Correa Executive
Secretary of the section of the Permanent Comniittethe Defence of Human Right€¢mité Permanente por
la Defensa de los Derechos HumandSPDH) in the Department of Risaralda and onéheforganisers of the
march on March % in the city of Pereira. Fortunately Ms. Gonzalearea was not injured.

On the same day, MGuillermo Castano Arcila, president of the Risalda section of CPDH and als® of the
organisers of the march, received an email infogniiim that some paramilitary groups had designhiedas a
military objective.

Mr. Mauricio Cubides, a member of the Trade Union Federation of Agtizal Workers Federacion Sindical
de Trabajadores AgricolasFENSUAGRO), and MDiego Macias a member of the Peasants’ Corporation for
Sustainable DevelopmenCdrporacion Campesina para el Desarrollo SusteraabCORPOCAM), who also
organised the march in Pereira, received the shraatt.

4 See above.



COLOMBIA - Assassinations / Assaults
March 13, 2008 - COL 004 / 0308 / OBS 037
March 19, 2008 - Press Release

On March 4, 2008, MsCarmen Cecilia Carvajal, a member of the North Santander Teachers’ Assoicia
(Asociacion de Institutores Norte SantandereandsSINORT), was assassinated in the Ocana muritgipa
North Santander.

On March 5, 2008, MiLeonidas Gomez RozpNational Executive of the National Union of BaBkployees
(Union Nacional de Empleados BancarioNEB) and a member of the national educatiomte&the Central
Union of Workers Central Unitaria de los TrabajadoresCUT), disappeared. On March 8, 2008, the very da
his disappearance was notified to the authorilies|.eonidas Gomez Rozo was found dead in his aypnt.
Furthermore, on March 7, 2008, MRafael Boada President of the UNEB branch in Bucaramanga, was
assaulted in the city of Medellin by two individsiain a motorcycle, who fired on a car he was gitiim Mr.
Boada had already received death threats in the pas

On the same day, MGildardo Antonio Gomez Alzate Delegate of the Association of Teachers of Antiaq
(Asociacion de Institutores de AntioquiADIDA), was assassinated in Medellin.

Besides, on March 11, 2008, the body of Marlos Burbano, Director of the National Association of Hospital
Workers Asociacion Nacional de Trabajadores Hospitalario&aNTHOC) and leader of the March 6, 2008
mobilisation in the commune of San Vincente del u2eg Caqueta, who had disappeared since March 9, wa
found. Mr. Burbano had received threats and bebjested to acts of harassment on March 5, 2008.

COLOMBIA - Death threats / Harassment
March 17, 2008 - COL 005/ 0308 / OBS 038

On March 12, 2008, MsAna Maria Rodriguez, a member of the Colombian Commission of JuriSsnfision
Colombiana de Juristas CCJ), received an SMS from a paramilitary greafled “Black Eagles of the Bogotéa
Metropolitan Block” Aguilas Negras Bloque Metropolitano de Bogptéhile attending preparatory meetings for
the march on March 6. The message contained thi@atss/eral social and human rights organisatimesjding
ONIC, the Peaceful Road of MotheRuUta Pacifica de las Mujergghe Permanent Assembly of the civil society
for peace Asamblea Permanente de la Sociedad Civil por la),Pazd also to MsLuz Helena Ramirez a
member of MOVICE, MsDiana Marcela Gomez Correal and other organisers of and participants in the
march. The message also announced that “they vedngidct and kill a list of persons”, including Msa&Maria
Rodriguez.

The persons mentioned belong to the driving conemitf the national gathering of victims, membersagial
organisationsEncuentro Nacional de Victimas Pertenecientes afiimpaciones Socialgand are the initiators of
the appeal for the march on March 6, 2008.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE - Adoption of the Declaration ofthe Committee of Ministers for a better
protection of human rights defenders
February 18, 2008 - Press Release

The Observatory welcomed the adoption, on Febr6ap08, by the Committee of Ministers, of the eation
on the Council of Europe action to improve the @cabn of human rights defenders.

The Committee of Ministers calls on Member Stascteate an environment conductive to human rights
defenders, to take effective measures to proteommgie and respect them, to ensure that they hesess to
effective remedies, to take action to prevent tttacks and harassment to which they are subjeeited,to
guarantee their effective access to the Europeant 6bHuman Rights.

The Declaration also enhanct®e capacity of Member States to provide measuresswift assistance and
protection to human rights defenders in dangerirdtcountries, such as by sending observers &tstand
issuing emergency visas.

The text further formalises and strengthens the obithe Commissioner for Human Rigliismatters pertaining
to human rights defenders. The lattemvited by the Committee of Ministers to coneno act upon information
received from human rights defenders and othewvaelesources, to meet human rights defenders dumimg
country visits, and to report publicly on theirugition; as well as to approach the competent aitifwin order to
find solutions to problems encountered by humahtsiglefenders, in particular in emergency situatiorne
Commissioner is also requested to work closely witter existing protection mechanisms.



CUBA - Harassment / Assault
March 25, 2008 - CUB 001 / 0308 / OBS 042

On March 15, 2008, members of the Ladies in WHitess(Damas de Blangavere insulted during the peaceful
four-kilometre march they had organised to calltfue release of 55 political opponents who ar¢ istiprison
since the 2003 “Black Spring”In particular, they were verbally aggressed oress occasions by the crowd,

being called “terrorists”, “assassins”, “mercengtiend “bastards”.

DJIBOUTI - House arrest
February 1, 2008 - DJI 001 / 0208 / OBS 014

On February 1, 2008, two persons in plain clothapgrting to be members of the armed forces, aatirtigout
any warrant, prevented Miean-Paul Noél Abdj President of the Djibouti League for Human Rigfitigue
djiboutienne des droits de I'Hommd&.DDH), from leaving his domicile, saying it wasganeral measure taken
against opposition leaders and their supportershgtly in order to avoid the holding of an oppaositirally
planned for the same day and organised in the frameof the electoral campaign for the legislatalections to
be held on February 8, 2008. Although Mr. Noél Aletilied that he was not concerned, not being almeemf
any opposition party, the two members of the arfeedes told him to await further instructions. Shoafter
midday, the two members of the armed forces wenegbby six policemen belonging to the anti-riatces, who
surrounded Mr. Noél Abdi’'s domicile in order to peat him from leaving.

Mr. Abdi has not been troubled again since that.dat

ECUADOR - Attack / Harassment
March 5, 2008 - ECU 001/ 0308 / OBS 033

On February 29, 2008, MAlexis Ponce,founder and Spokesman of the Permanent Associftiorluman
Rights @sociacion Permanente por los Derechos Humano&PDH) and Counsellor to the Constituent
Assembly, was aggressed in the La Floresta disinidhe north of the capital city, by four unknowrividuals
who threatened him with automatics, struck him, dechanded that he hands over his computer, in wiadkept

a lot of information and documents connected withwork on human rights violations in Ecuador.

Despite the speedy arrival of the police, the matien refused to chase the assailants’ car.

Following the attack, Mr. Alexis Ponce waited uriB0 pm at the APDH office for the head of themtnal
police, acting on instructions from the Ministry bfterior, in order to draw up the official accounit the
aggression; however, no member of the police madgppearance.

On March 1, 2008, Mr. Alexis Ponce received a phmalefrom the head of the national police, Mr. lduprres,
who told him he wanted to “confirm the truth of inéormation contained in the report drawn up byoticeman
belonging to the Ldloresta patrol, which he had been sent”, and gskim to hand in an exact report to the
criminal police. His statement was then taken by pwlice officers, who also showed him photographs
delinquents and suspected thieves, to see if legnésed his aggressors among them. Such not beéngaise,
they drew up a report saying that the plaintiffdheot cooperated and had not presented himsdiktpalice”.

As of the end of August 2008, no investigation badn opened relating to these events.

EGYPT - Restrictions to freedom of movement
February 7, 2008 - Joint Open Letter to the authoties

On February 5, 2008, the High Judicial Council (Hd€jected the request to travel that had been stdarby
Mr. Hisham Bastawissj Vice-President of the Egyptian Court of Cassatigithout giving any reason, thereby
preventing him from leaving the country. Mr. Basissivhad submitted his request to the CSM, as uBdgptian
law judges need prior authorisation to travel atiroa

Mr. El Baroudy, Judge of the Alexandria Court of Appeal, hadHisr part submitted his request to travel to the
judge in charge of the administration departmerthefAlexandria Court of Appeal two weeks in adwgraut by
February 7, 2008, no reply had been forthcoming.

The two judges were therefore unable to travel étgiBm, where they had been invited to attend atimgp®n
the independence of justice in the Euro-Mediteraanesgion organised by the Euro-Mediterranean Human
Rights Network (EMHRN) in Brussels from Februaryo911, 2008. The event included a public seminahén
European Parliament on February 11, in which treejtwlges were expected to take part.

® Between March 18 and 20, 2003, 75 political opptmerere arrested, and a week later received heavgrsces for “undermining the
independence of the State”.
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EGYPT - Repeal of a sentence
March 4, 2008 - EGY 001 / 0407 / OBS 035.3

On February 27, 2008, the Helwan Court of Appealils of Cairo, quashed a sentence handed down mibéyc
11, 2007 against MiKamal Abbas, General Coordinator of the Centre for Trade Urdod Workers Services
(CTUWS), and his lawyer, MMohamed Helmy, for “slander and defamation of character”.

On October 11, 2007, Messrs. Kamal Abbas and Motdt#etmy had been sentenced to one year’ imprisohmen
following a report they had published in the CTUWS8gazineKalam Sinai'ia(The Voice of the Workgrswvhich
mentioned financial and administrative irregulastin the running of a youth centre, in which thesiient of
the Board of Directors of the centre, a membehefNational Democratic Party, was involved. Thegstions of
corruption had been confirmed by an internal ingasion carried out by the youth centre, and therBoof
Directors was subsequently dissolved by the Govesh@airo.

GABON - Obstacles to freedom of association
January 16, 2008 - Press Release

On January 9, 2008, several Gabonese NGOs, befpngithe coalitions “Publish What You Pay”, “Comlit
Against the High Cost of Living in Gabon”, “Coatiti Against Sectarian Excesses in Gabon” and t®kigorm
“Gabon Environment”, held a press conference oggahby several groups of associations on the aotasithe
cabinet reshuffle on December 28, 2007, at whictiemastating report of the present state of Gabos wa
presented, regarding education, access to heal#h) aad infrastructure, a situation attributed he endemic
corruption prevailing in the country.

A few hours after the press conference, the Galeolisister of the Interior, Mr. André Mba Obamecgitked to
suspend immediately a score of associations, imduHealth Growth Environment, Environmental Edimat
(Croissance saine environnement, Education envinmemtale- CADDE), Afrique horizon,Work More for
Gabon (Euvrer plus pour le Gabgn SOS ConsumersSQPS consommatedysand Woman, Environment and
Development(Femme environnement et développemeRENSED), accused of making “political” statements
during the press conference. The Minister decléwetie press that the Government “could not actiegitthese
associations should transgress the legal framewbthkeir status and enter the domain of politicaities”; he
invited the associations to define with him thédtds of activity, threatening to ban them if theyntured outside
their domain.

On January 16, 2008, the Minister of the Interibon@unced that he unconditionally reversed his d®tito
suspend the twenty-odd associations, owing tottieag international mobilisation supporting them.

GUATEMALA - Acts of intimidation
January 10, 2008 - GTM 001/ 0108 / OBS 002

On December 31, 2007, unknown individuals, usingviiecalibre weapons, fired on the house of ®arlos
Enrigue Mancilla Garcia, Secretary for Labour and Conflicts in the Confatien of United Trade Unions of
Guatemala Confederacion de Unidad Sindical de Guatemal@USG), in the Ciudad Peronia colony in the
commune of Villa Nueva, near Guatemala City. Fiudled marks were found on the outer walls, and imgide
the house. Mr. Enrigue Mancilla Garcia and his fanmvere absent at the time of the attack.

In addition, on January 1, 2008, Mr. Mancilla Gareéceived a dozen anonymous phone calls. He iefibrime
Human Rights Prosecutor and the Public Ministryhefse facts, asking them to ensure his safety laatdt his
family, but at the end of August 2008, no proteztimeasure had been implemented.

Mr. Carlos Enriqgue Mancilla Garcia is following, tehalf of CUSG, the enquiry into the assassinatioilr.
Marco Tulio Ramirez Portela, a leader of the Izabmlion of Banana Plantation WorkerSiridicato de
Trabajadores Bananeros de IzabalSITRABI), assassinated on September 23, 200d, isralso active in
denouncing, at national and international levead)ations of fundamental labour rights and the sght workers
who are members of the trade unions affiliated tSG.

GUATEMALA - Assassination
March 7, 2008 - GTM 002 / 0308 / OBS 035

On March 2, 2008, unknown individuals entered toenidile of Mr. Miguel Angel Ramirez Enriquez co-
founder of the Union of Workers of the Southern &z PlantationSindicato de Trabajadores Bananeros del
Sur- SITRABANSUR), situated in the “Olga Maria” aguitural establishment, which supplies the multiowadil
corporation Chiquita Brand, and fired on him selgnaes and shot him dead.
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On August 25, 2008, during a meeting between thedes of the Union of Workers of Guatemalain Sindical
de Trabajadores de GuatemalaUNSITRAGUA), to which SITRABANSUR belongs, antet investigators
supposed to elucidate the assassination, the UNSBEIUR leaders found out that the investigators westeven
aware that Mr. Ramirez Enriquez had been killed.

The members of SITRABANSUR had already receiveddts;, initially targeting the trade union leadéers, later
extended to all workers affiliated to the unionc@mplaint had been lodged with the Public Minisbyt at the
end of August 2008 the procedure was still in peegr

INDIA - Arbitrary detention / Search / Judicial pro ceedings / Release
February 14, 2008 - IND 001 / 0208 / OBS 018
February 15, 2008 - IND 001 / 0208 / OBS 018.1

During the night of February 9, 2008, members @& @Guwahati police force searched the apartment of M
Lachit Bordoloi, a journalist and a peace activist, advisor to rilta Adhikar Sangram Samiti” (MASS),
Convener of the Peoples’ Committee for Peace tiiéa in Assam (PCPIA), and a member of the Pebples
Consultative Group (PC&)in Guwahati, when his wife and daughter were gmesThat day Mr. Bordoloi was
attending a meeting in the Tinsukia district, irppapAssam. In his absence, the police seized pisgaand some
equipment, without showing a warrant to the famigmbers who were present.

On February 11, 2008, a group of policemen belanginthe Dibrugarh district stopped the bus in \whidr.
Bordoloi was travelling, on the way to the town®@fiwahati, arrested him and brought him to the Qjbrb
police station. The next day he was transferrethéo Chandmari police station in Guwahati, wherewae
remanded in police custody for five days.

Mr. Bordoloi was then accused of “having a rolecallecting funds for the United Liberation Front Aésam
(ULFA)", an armed group active in Assam, under thdawful Prevention Activities Act, and of “wagingar
against the State” (sections 120B and 121 of timalReode).

On February 8 and 9, 2008, the police had arrdstegersons presumed to be ULFA activists. Latex,golice
declared that the activists had come into towmyt@nd hijack a plane, with the help of severahgirent figures

of the town. Mr. Bordoloi was apparently arrestelibiving statements made by one of the suspects.

On February 15, 2008 Mr. Lachit Bordoloi was remehdn police custody until February 18 for further
guestioning.

Mr. Bordoloi was released at a later date.

INDIA - Arbitrary arrest / lll-treatment / Judicial proceedings / Death threats
February 20, 2008 - IND 002 / 0208 / OBS 020

On February 15, 2008, henchmen working for Mr. Miogr President of Vellalapatti, a town situatedthre
Madurai district, in the south of the State of TaMadu, beat up and arrested Mrumugam Katuraja
Kanagaraj, a Dalit human rights activist and Salem DistHetman Rights Monitor (Tamil Nadu) of the People’s
Watch National Project on Preventing Torture inidn@NPPTI). in India, at his house in Ganaesapurd,then
brought him to Mr. Moorthy’s domicile, where he wagain beaten.

The men then called the Ethapur police stationef8alistrict), where a complaint was lodged by Modvthy
against Mr. Kanagara, and then handed him to thegmoen. Mr. Kanagaraj was reportedly again beatehe
police station.

On the morning of February 15, Mr. Utharapathyphice inspector, and Mr. Baskaran, SuperintendéRtotice

of the Salem district, were immediately informedlafse facts.

Around 5 pm, Mr. Kanagaraj was sent to Salem hakpithere he was treated for the injuries causethby
beatings.

Furthermore, Mr. Moorthy and his henchmen threateseveral members of Mr. Kanagaraj's community with
terrible consequences if they bore witness in én®dr with the police. They also reportedly told. Managaraj
that they would kill him if he returned to his wtie.

In the past, several complaints had already bedpeld against Mr. Kanagaraj, and Mr. Moorthy had als
threatened him on several occasions after Mr. Karzgdnad lodged several complaints against theidenmtsof
Vellalapatti for a series of illegal acts allegedtynmitted in his official capacity, in particulacts of corruption
and embezzlement.

5 MASS in particular gathers information about viidas committed by the Indian army, the paramijitéorces and the police. In
September 2005, PCG was set up in order to injiesee negotiations between the Indian GovernmehtrenUnited Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA), an armed group active in the AssaateSt
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INDIA - Judicial proceedings / Harassment
February 27, 2008 - IND 003 / 0208 / OBS 027

On January 12, 2008, Mr. Vikash Chandaa, inspector with the Border Security Forces (BSFigkd a
complaint with the Raninagar police station agailit Julfikar Ali , Murshidabad District Human Rights
Monitor of the NPPTI, and against three other pessainder the following sections of the Indian P&ede:
147 (“rioting”), 148 (“rioting, armed with deadlyempon”), 149 (“unlawful assembly”), 186 (“obstrungipublic
servants”), 353 (“assault to deter a public serf@mh discharge of his duty”), 307 (“attempt to mer”) and 326
(“voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerousapens or means”). The complaint apparently reladesn
incident that is supposed to have taken place dufie night of January 11 to 12, 2008 at n°8 bopest at
Kaharpara, and followed the denunciation by Mr. &liacts of torture, assassination and rape comahity the
BSF in the area served by the Raninagar policestat

In the complaint, Mr. Julfikar Ali's name and adsseare misspelt and incorrect. Mr. Ali does notvkrtbe three
other persons mentioned in the complaint, andeatithe indicated in the police First Informationdee (FIR),
he was 25 kilometres from the place where the faittswhich he is charged took place.

Furthermore, on January 30, 2008, the police wdile Ali’s domicile, where his family told themahhe was in
Bangladesh to investigate into the situation ofdnctitizens arrested there.

At the end of August 2008, the proceedings againsdulfikar Ali were still pending before the Lalgh Court.

IRAN - Arbitrary detention / lll-treatment / Deteri oration of state of health
January 3, 2008 - IRN 006 / 0807 / OBS 088.2

On December 26, 2007, MEmadeddin Baghi a journalist and human rights defender, sufferetbuble heart
attack in the Evin prison, where he was held iitagl confinement since his arrival there on Octobg, 2007.

Mr. Baghi is serving a two-year’s prison sentenme“fctivities against State security”, “publicity favour of

opponents of the regime” and “divulging secret infation”. He returned to the prison the day aftisr Heart

attack. His conditions of detention are deplorahkiegd his health is constantly deteriorating. He &igs been
subjected to harassment during questioning.

Furthermore, during the week of August 16, 2008, B&ghi was transferred to section 209 of the Ewison, a
section controlled by the national intelligenceviar and which is outside the jurisdiction of trentral prison
administration.

IRAN - Release on bail / Sentencing
January 8, 2008 - Press Release

On January 2, 2008, M&laryam Hosseinkhah and Ms.Jelveh Javaherj two members of the One Million
Signatures Petition Campaign, which seeks to pasgure on the Iranian legislators in order to wiid
provisions that have adverse effects on women’'samurnights, were released on bail after their bad bheen
reduced from respectively 95,000 and 50,000 Ewrdsd00 Euros each.

As for Ms. Hana Abdi and Ms.Ronak Safarzadeh two other members of the Campaign, they remained
detained in Sanandaj as of the end of Septemb&. 200

On September 2, 2008, the Tehran Revolutionaryuhab sentenced Ms. Hosseinkhah and Ms. Javahsikto
months’ imprisonment for “publishing informationagst the State”, for having written articles ferot online
newspapers that defend women’s rights in lZzanestanand Tanir Bary Barbary They were released on balil
after having appealed their sentencing (See Preleage issued on September 5, 2008).

IRAN - Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings / Release on bail
February 20, 2008 - IRN 001 / 0208 / OBS 021
March 4, 2008 - IRN 001 / 0208 / OBS 021.1

On February 14, 2008, MRaheleh Asgarizadehand Ms.Nasim Khosravi, two members of the One Million
Signatures Petition Campaign, were arrested inarehs they were collecting signatures for the cagnpd hey
were taken to police station n°129 (Jaami) bef@iadtransferred to security station n°8 for questig, then to
the Vozara detention centre.

On February 15, 2008, Ms. Asgarizadeh and Ms. khosvere charged with “propaganda against the 'State
transferred to the Evin prison.

On February 26, 2008, Ms. Asgarizadeh and Ms. Khosvere released on high bail, after their bail haen
reduced to 10 million tomans each (around 11,00@ard$) and paid to the Revolutionary Court by threlatives.
However, as of December 2008, Ms. Asgarizadeh asdi¥iosravi remained charged with “propaganda again
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the State”.

IRAN - Sentencing / Judicial harassment / Obstaclet® freedom of movement / Release on balil
March 4, 2008 - IRN 002 / 0308 / OBS 030

On February 19, 2008, MEhteram Shadfar, a member of the One Million Signatures Petitianpaign, was
sentencedn absentiato a six months’ suspended sentence for “endamge@tional security” and “propaganda
against the State” by the thirteenth branch ofRkeeolutionary Courts. The sentence will be susperidetwo
years, and will only be implemented if she recewdsrther sentence during that period.

Ms. Shadfar had been arrested on June 10, 200elseturity police from Police Station 104, in filoSquare,
and had spent 24 hours in Vozara detention centre.

Furthermore, on March 3, 2008, MRarvin Ardalan, another member of the Campaign, was forced tdalig
from a flight leaving for Stockholm (Sweden), whete was invited in order to receive the Olaf P4lme a sign
of recognition to her activism in the cause of watseights. On that occasion her passport was soaftied and
she was given a summons to recover it from therggaifice of the passport department within 72ire

On April 24, 2008, Ms. Ardalan was sentenced t@e¢hyears’ imprisonment, of which two and a half ever
suspended. She immediately appealed the decisthroarSeptember 2, 2008, the Tehran Revolutionabyiial
sentenced her to six months’ imprisonment for “mltshg information against the State”, for havingtten
articles for two online newspapers that defend wasneghts in IranZanestarandTanir Bary Barbary She was
released on bail after having appealed her semgiiSiee Press Release issued on September 5, 2008).

JORDAN - Withdrawal of Bill of Law on NGOs
January 11, 2008 - Press Release

On January 8, 2008, the Jordan Government decaedtihdraw a controversial Bill of Law on NGOs, whi
was being debated in the Lower House of Parliam&né bill had been tabled on October 9, 2007 by the
Ministry of Social Development, and represented esioss threat to freedom of association in Jordan,
endangering the independence of the NGOs.

In particular, the Bill contained provisions gramgtithe Ministry of Social Development the powemrdduse to
grant a licence to any NGO without having to mdgvine decision. It would also have been able $salve an
NGO for the following reasons: “holding a meetinghout the presence of a representative of the $dtiyii and
“conclusion of agreements with any entity withobhe tagreement of the Ministry”. The Bill also contd
restrictive provisions concerning NGO financing:nti@butions could only come from the founder of the
association, a deposit of up to 150,000 dollars regsiired on the setting up of the associationcvigiould be
confiscated if the NGO were dissolved, a singledfuvould be created at national level for donatifmasn
abroad, and only the Ministry of Social Developmeotld decide which NGOs could receive funds fotase
projects. In addition, foreign agencies operatingardan with a licence would not have been abkptnd less
than 375,000 dollars per year.

KENYA - Death threats
January 14, 2008 - KEN 001 /0108 / OBS 005
February 6, 2008 - KEN 001 / 0108 / OBS 005.1

On January 8, 2008, members of Kenyans for Peatte Wiith and Justice Initiative (KPTJ), includingr.M
Maina Kiai, also former President of the Kenya Human Riglds@ission (KHRC), an NGO, and President of
the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, viei@med by reliable sources inside the Kenyancgol
forces and the National Security Intelligence Sarthat they were in danger, and that a speciahai been set
up to develop methods of “neutralisation” of théédg who were also advised to be “careful whewidg at
night”.

On January 15, 2008, a member of the Mungiki grampemanation of the Kikuyu community, who was ingit
in town for Mr. James Maing a member of the NGO “Bunge La Mwananchi” (theliBarent of the People),
reportedly threatened him as soon as he saw hif@w/ours later, his neighbour phoned him to teth that a
dozen persons were looking for him.

On January 25, 2008, Mr. Maina received death thrieam members of the Mungiki group, who promised
kill him even if he went into hiding.

At the end of January, Mr. Maina had to changddiepphone number and his residence, ending upeeynty the
country. At the end of December 2008, he remaindside Kenya.

" The Olaf Palm Foundation is an independent noreguuental entity, which awards prizes to humantsiglefenders.
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Besides, Messrs. Maina amthroun Ndubi, a lawyer and member of the Kenya Domestic ObsgrkFerum,
received anonymous telephone calls threateningitaheir heads off if they continued to criticideetelection
results.

Furthermore, MrNdung'u Wainaina, a member of the National Convention Executive r@ilu asserted that
that a former Counsellor from Nyahururu (his praérof origin) declared that he ran the risk of gekilled if he
continued to criticise results of the presidergiaktions.

Ms. Muthoni Wanyeki, KHRC Executive Director, MsGladwell Otieno, Director of the Africa Centre for
Open Government, Md\jeri Kabeberi, Executive Director of the Centre for Multi-Pafemocracy and Mr.
David Ndii, Co-founder and Director of the Kenya Leadershgiitute and author of a report on the irregulesiti
observed during the last elections, also receieathdthreats in January.

These threats seem to be related to the denunciattithe irregularities that marred the electoralcess and the
results of the last presidential elections, anth&® submission on January 10, 2008 of an individoahplaint
with the Kilimani police station against the EleetioCommission of Kenya (ECK), for a number of offes
committed during the organisation, management aoxitoring of the presidential elections (false ifiedtes,
neglect of duty, non-compliance with legal obligas, forgery of official or official documents, gtcThe
complaint was lodged in the name of KPTJ and thayde\ational Commission on Human Rights, to which
some of the defenders mentioned above belong.

The threats ceased at the end of March 2008, thgesignature on February 28 of the agreement leetWiessrs.
Mwai Kibaki and Raila Odinga, aiming at puttingemd to the post-electoral crisis.

KYRGYZSTAN - Arbitrary detention / Release / Senterting
January 16, 2008 - KGZ 001 / 0108 / OBS 007

On December 18, 2007, M3Jolekan Ismailova, Director of the human rights centre “Citizens Ausi
Corruption”, was arrested, along with 18 other hamghts defenders, including Mylirsujlan Namazaliev and
Ms. Jibek Ismailova, members of the human rights centre “Kylym Shandtiring a peaceful demonstration
organised in Bishkek as a part of the “I don't bedi” campaign, in order to express discontent qorirog the
irregularities that marred the December 16, 200Tigmaentary elections, as pointed out by the Orggtion for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Thesiatsi were taken to the premises of the Pervomaidsityict
militia and accused of violating the rules of pdatalemonstrations, under Article 392 of the Code o
Administrative Responsibility, without being allodi@ccess to their lawyers. They were released ersdme
day, awaiting trial.

On December 20, 2007, rs. Tolekan Ismailova, Mktaim Umetalieva, Director of the Association of Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and Non-Commie@iganisations (NCOs), M&azgul Turdubekova,
leader of the Youth Human Rights Group, Mégul Kizalakova and Ms.Natalia Utesheva members of the
Youth Human Rights Group, and Mvlaxim Kuleshov, leader of the NGO “World, Light and Culture”, wer
arrested with 27 other activists while participgtin another peaceful demonstration against tiegidarities that
occurred during the elections in the vicinity of thogurku Kenesh parliamentary complex.

Several of them suffered grievous bodily harm angért of the police, who forced them into poliehicles.

Ms. Tolekan Ismailova and the majority of demortsh@ were taken to the city police station. Theyewall
placed in pre-trial custody and charged under ksi@71 (disobeying the police) and 392 (violating rules of
peaceful processions and demonstrations) of the GbAdministrative Responsibility.

Mr. Kuleshov, for his part, was taken to the Pera@ky police station, where he was denied medias¢ end
access to his lawyer.

Later they were all taken to the Bishkek Court wgtHnstance, where they were judgaccamera despite their
request to be judged in a public hearing, whiclthss normal procedure. Found guilty of the admiaiste
charges against them, Ms. Tolekan Ismailova and NMrsujlan Namazaliev were sentenced to seven days’
imprisonment, while Ms. Nazgul Turdubekova, Ms. dityzalakova and Mr. Maxim Kuleshov were sentenced
to five days’ imprisonment. Ms. Natalia Utesheva &s. Toktaim Umetalieva were sentenced to paye @f
500 Soms. No information could be obtained conogriMs. Jibek Ismailova.

All those sentenced appealed the decisions and reérased pending a decision of the Court of Appaeslla
provided by the Code of Administrative Respondiilin the meantime, three of the lawyers lodgechppeal
with the Bishkek Inter-District Court, on the basisArticle 548-1 of the Code of Administrative essibility,
with the aim of proving the illegality and uncomgtionality of certain regulations on peaceful askkes and
demonstrations adopted by various bodies, incluthegBishkek Parliament.

On February 8, 2008, the Bishkek Inter-District @alecided to transmit the appeal to the SupremetCahich
handed down its ruling on June 1, in which it canded the fact that the Bishkek First Instance Cbad by its
action limited the defenders’ right of expressiblowever such a ruling by the Supreme Court on atpafilaw
has not cancelled the sentences, which wererstilirce at the end of August 2008.
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MALAYSIA - Assassination
January 9, 2008 - MYS 001 /0108 / OBS 001

On December 17, 2007, the bones of Ki&lesau Naan Head of Penan, a nomadic aboriginal people in Sgitaw
(Borneo), and one of the main leaders of the cagmpapainst abusive logging practices in the UpparaB
region, where relations are tense between theeéndigs populations and the logging companies, wanedf in
Sungai Segita. The bones of the hand were fractaretl there were marks of injuries caused by a sharp
instrument, which seemed to indicate that he heeived grievous bodily harm before dying.

Mr. Kelesau Naan had been seen for the last tim@atober 23, 2007. He was one of the four plamtidfid a key
witness in a dispute concerning claims by the Peadheir traditional land in Sarawak, on which jhdgement
has been pending since 1998.

In June 2008, the local police asserted that it e to the site to investigate the assassinafiba.local
populations, however, say they have never seen.theithe end of August 2008, the enquiry did narseo
have made any progress.

MALAY SIA - Publication of the Report of an Internat ional Mission of Judicial Observation
January 22 - February 1, 2008 - International Missin of Judicial Observation
January 31, 2008 - Joint Press Release

On January 24, 25 and 28, 2008, a hearing in thkedf five human rights defenders and leadershef Hindu
Rights Action Force (HINDRAF), an NGO that deferttle rights of the Indian minority in Malaysia, wasld
before the Kuala Lumpur High Court, in order to riae the requests for habeas corpus presented:baviyers
of Messrs.P. Uthayakumar, M. Mahoharan, R. Kenghadharan V. Ganabati Rao andT. Vasanthakumar.
The men were arrested on December 13, 2007 onattis bf the Internal Security Act (ISA), under whithe
Minister of Internal Security, who is also the Peidinister, can place in detention any person édblact in any
manner prejudicial to the security of Malaysia. Tetentions followed peaceful rallies organisedHMDRAF
and another coalition of civil society groups whigbre violently repressed.

The Observatory sent an observer to the hearingb,sabmitted an amicus curiae to emphasise thérambi
nature of the detention of the five defenders. #mtipular, several fundamental rights containedha UN
Universal Declaration of Human Rights such as tghtrto a fair trial, the right to legal counsdhbgtright to
defend oneself in open court and the right to lesymmed innocent until proven guilty have not bdeseoved.
On February 26, 2008, the High Court rejected dupiests for habeas corpus.

As of December 2008, the defenders were still iertén.

MEXICO - Harassment / Smear campaign
February 20, 2008 - MEX 001 / 0208 / OBS 022

On February 6, 2008, several defamatory articleénayMs.Yara Fernandez Morenq a doctor in ecology and
researcher employed by the “Moguekl Alvarez debTa@oo (ZOOMAT), were posted up at her place of kvat
the time when information appeared about the defatien of El Zapotal, the Tuxtla Gutiérrez ecotajjireserve.
In particular, the author of the articles accusesl Fernandez Moreno of “creating conflicts agaihstState, of
using the name of the Governor Juan Sabines Gusrtacking respect towards the investiture ofltiead of the
executive authority of the State and of appeanng favourable light to the organisations hostiléhe social
peace of the country”.

The Institute of Natural History and Ecologygtituto de Historia Natural IHN), her employer, also forced her,
through coercive and legal measures, to move fraoffices of the Institute to other premises sédaoutside
El Zapotal, and the Director of the establishmenbdde her from giving interviews to the presstipalarly on
the theme of the deforestation around El Zapotal.

Shortly before, Ms. Fernandez Moreno had denoutitedeforestation of the buffer zone of the nattgaerve.
IHN management had apparently intervened in faxafuouilding permits being awarded to the Constrigcto
Sauce S.A. Company for the construction in the zuiree new estate of seven hectares with a high deapbic
density.
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MEXICO - Harassment / Smear campaign
March 4, 2008 - MEX 002 / 0208 / OBS 029

On February 7, 2008, the car belonging to Bista Maria Avila Betancourt, a member of the Naaxwiin Centre
for Women'’s Rights Centro para los Derechos de la Mujer Naaxwiiand a victim of judicial proceedings for
her participation in the Oaxaca demonstrations0@62 was stopped near the town of Juchitan by amadked
car. A man alighted, alleging that her car had begorted as being stolen. He asked for her igedttuments
and told her to open the boot. Ms. Avila Betancdben asked him to identify himself. Alleging treite was
showing resistance to the operation, he calledeioforcements on his mobile phone.

A policeman then joined them. Showing his policedcand confirming that the car had indeed beenrtegas
having been stolen, he added that he had a wdarattte arrest of Ms. Avila Betancourt.

Subsequently, Ms. Betancourt was taken to theesfwf the General Prosecutor of the Repulitio¢uraduria
General de la RepublicaPGR) in the town of Matias Romero, where anofieson was also detained, Muis
Fernando Canseco Giron former Secretary of section 22 of the Nationalidonof Education Workers
(Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Educaci®@NTE), and also a victim of judicial proceedirigs his
participation in the events at Oaxaca.

The two defenders were then transferred to Saling,Qo the offices of the Federal InvestigationeAgy
(Agencia Federal de Investigaciéi\FI), without their being able to contact th&milies or their lawyers, who
had gone to Tehuantepec to look for them.

Finally, after around eight hours’ detention in &€l premises, in connexion with their participatim the events
at Oaxaca, Ms. Betancourt and Mr. Giron were rel@agth the order to present themselves of thein galition
before the judge of Tribunal VII, in Salina Cruz.

On February 17, 2008, however, the judge issuantd@ear for the imprisonment of Ms. Avila Betancourt.

NIGERIA - Assassination
January 16, 2008 - NGA 001 / 0108 / OBS 008

In the evening of January 6, 2008, Mithaji Saula Saka President of the National Union of Road Transport
Workers (NURTW) in the State of Lagos, was seripusbunded in his residence in lyana Ipaja by four
individuals who shot at him.

The killers also fired in all directions in ordergcare people away, so that nobody should bet@léscue him.
After the shooting, Mr. Alhaji Sauila Saka's famtlyok him to the Lagos University Teaching Hospitalkeja.

He died of his injuries the same day.

REPUBLIC OF CONGO - Threats
January 15, 2008 - COG 001/ 0108 / OBS 006

On January 11, 2008, MRoger Bouka Owokq Executive Director of the Congolese ObservataryHuman
Rights Observatoire congolais des droits de I'Homm®CDH), was summoned to the General Directorite o
the National Policelfirection générale de la police national®GPN), where he was received by three assistants
to General Jean Francois Ndengue, the Generaltbiret the national police, among them Colonel Taou
Moukala, Director of Public Security, and Mr. JeAive Alakoua, Director of the General Intelligence
Department.

The summons followed the publication by OCDH, onuday 8, 2008, of a press release entitled “Loca a
municipal elections: it is imperative to set upiadependent electoral commission and to overhaulkthctoral
register”. The press release had been sent to #mbers of the Government, public institutions (udahg
DGPN), and the diplomatic missions to the RepuloficCongo. In the document, OCDH called for the
postponement of the local and municipal electiatgeduled for January 20, 2008, to give time forgbging up

of a truly independent commission for organising ¢ections and the updating of the electoral tegighrough

a special administrative census.

During the interview, General Jean Francois Ndelsgassistants asserted that the request to postiane
elections was a political move, which, accordinghm, did not fall within the purview of a humaghts NGO.
They also made it clear to Mr. Bouka Owoko thagvér they obtained proof of “collusion between OChé
opposition and foreign powers designed to destabitlie Congo, they would shoulder their resporitsisiland
take appropriate steps”. General Ndengue, Colormikdla and Mr. Alakoua also threatened to takeoadfi
“OCDH meddled with politics”.

In June 2008, Mr. Bouka Owoko was again subjectedadts of harassment (See Urgent Appeal COG
001/0108/0OBS 006.1, issued on October 14, 2008).
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Judicial proceedings / Harassent
February 5, 2008 - RUS 001/ 0208 / OBS 015
February 11, 2008 - RUS 001/ 0208 / OBS 015.1

On January 15, 2008, the Ingushetia Prosecutdiitteahstigated judicial proceedings for “extremasttivities”
before the Court of the Nazran District against ‘teice of Beslan”, an NGO formed by the motherstiod¢
victims of the hostage-taking in the Beslan schioo2004. Such charges fall under the Russian Laainay
extremism, amended in 2007 to broaden the notiextemist activities to include “slander of pubtifficials”
and “humiliating national pride”. The law can bephgd retroactively, and the NGO activities couterefore be
suspended. The charges are related to a stateradet loy the Voice of Beslan on November 30, 2008ysing
President Putin of refusing to open an independequiry into the offensive that cost the lives ofmerous
hostages in September 2004. At the end of Augu38 Bfle proceedings were still ongoing.

On February 8, 2008, M&Emma Tagaeva-BetrozovaPresident of the Voice of Beslan, received at dsiher
home, which also houses the offices of the NGOa afmall group of persons. One of the visitors thticed
himself as an investigator with the Departmentled Federal Service of Criminal Police Officers (\33.
Without showing any mandate or identification, Im@unced that M£lla Kesaeva Deputy President of the
NGO, had to answer in writing an accusation coringrher, the same applying to Mdvetlana Margievaand
Ms. Emilia Bzarova, two other Voice of Beslan members, according kictv they would have assaulted seven
criminal police officers in the Beslan Pravoberezbnstrict Court.

The investigator refused to give Ms. Ella Kesadvarames of the plaintiffs, and advised her toarphlso the
assault against a judge. He then warned Ms. Kesasdhe two other members of the NGO that theyldvba
summoned to the UFSSP premises for questionitgyf tefused to send their explanations in writing.

One hour later Ms. Kesaeva, Ms. Margieva and Mar®z received a summons to the North Ossetia-Alani
UFSSP for questioning on February 11, 2008. Thensmns indicated that if they refused to obey theraons,
they would be fetched by force.

On February 11, 2008, Ms. Kesaeva, Ms. MargievaMadBzarova went to the North Ossetia-Alania UESSP
where they produced written certificates statingt ttmney were not guilty of the charges against tlaemh that
there had been no altercation between themsehshanpolice officers. They then learnt that theoré on the
“assault” emanated from Judge Zaurbek Tavitov anéwa member of the Voice of Beslan, probably cotegkc
with the Federal Security Service (FSB).

On April 24, 2008, the Administrative Court decideddrop the proceedings against Ms. Kesaeva, Msgidva
and Ms. Bzarova, after establishing that the ewtdeaigainst them was unacceptable: two proceedadbéen
initiated under the same registration number (1403/08), but with different contents. Furthermdte two files
contained protocols signed on the same dates atlttlsame witnesses.

Nevertheless, criminal proceedings were initiatgdiresst Ms. Ella Kesaeva, based on Articles 115li{ydeately
causing minor damage”), 116 (“striking a personcawusing physical pain”), 129 (“defamation”) and 130
(“insult”) of the Criminal Code. Ms. Kesaeva wasaagaccused of having aggressed criminal policiea in
the Beslan Pravoberezhny district court. A firsafirey was held on April 7, 2008, and after an dutaurt
arrangement had been reached, the charges agankiesheva were dropped.

Also, during the night of April 16 to 17, 2008, éiss were distributed in Beslan in houses and @atke victims

of the 2004 hostage-taking, containing an artiol¢hieNorth Ossetianewspaper that presented Ms. Kesaeva as
being the richest woman in Beslan. The article alsmused MaMarina Litvinovich , Director of theFoundation
To Support Victims of Terror, the victims and thembers of the Foundation of continually seekinglamder the
Russian authorities. The author of the article alstused the Voice of Beslan and the Foundatidearfiing the
anti-Russian forces” [Messrs. Garry Kasparov anohig Nevzlin].

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Acts of harassment
February 11, 2008 - Press Release

On February 11, 2008, as Midatacha Butler, a news presenter with the television charffreince 24 and
cameramarkEric Josset with their Russian interpreter, Mr. Dimitry Sadovskiy, had just started filming the
offices of the Nizhny Novgorod Foundation to Supp®olerance, four individuals burst in. One of them
presented himself as belonging to the Russian E&derimmigration service. He requested the foreign
journalists to show their identification documerntgir immigration card and their accreditation grap Although
the visas of the two journalists specified Nizhngviyorod as being their main destination, and alghotheir
immigration card was in order, the leader of theugr started to accuse them of “breaching visa legps”,
because according to him “they did not have theciabeccreditation with the Ministry of Foreign Aifs
allowing them to work as journalists”.

The four immigration officials then “invited” thevb journalists and their interpreter to kindly aegmany them
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to their offices.

The France 24journalists had made several appointments with-hégnking officials, including the Governor of
Nizhny Novgorod, for interviews.

The Head of the Immigration Service first deniedtttihe journalists had been taken to his headgsatiat later
changed his version of the facts when interviewethe REN TVchannel, saying that it was a routine check-up.
The journalists were released a few hours later.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Search of NGO offices / Obstdes to freedom of association
March 20, 2008 - RUS 002 / 0308 / OBS 041

On March 20, 2008, the police raided the officeshef Nizhny Novgorod Foundation to Support Toleeaand
confiscated all the computers. They also configst#ite mobile phone belonging to Mitanislaw Dmitrievsky,
referent of the Foundation and the Executive Diredf the Russian-Chechen Friendship Society (RCFS)
registered in Finland. The search warrant concgriie Foundation premises was apparently signethéy
Regional Prosecutor’s office.

On the same day, the police searched the domicfle®veral members of the Foundation and of opposit
activists in Nizhny Novgorod and in the neighbogriown of Arzamas, in particular those of Messhga
ShamazovandYuri Staroverov, who were actively involved in an investigatiomréad out by the Foundation on
war crimes and human rights violations during tree wa Chechnya. The police also searched the apattof
Ms. Elena Evdokimova and confiscated her mobile phone, along with dfidllr. Staroverov.

Other persons also associated with the “Other Rusgiposition movement in Nizhny Novgorod had adyea
been heard as witnesses in another criminal caseedpin October 2007 relating to the presumed fgrgé
software by the Nizhny Novgorod Foundation to Suppolerance, chaired by M®ksana ChelyshevaThe
prosecution had also summoned former members ofFthendation. As of the end of August 2008, these
proceedings were still pending.

SENEGAL - Attempted abduction / Fears for safety
March 19, 2008 - SEN 001 / 0308 / OBS 040

On March 10, 2008, two members of the Nationallligence Agency (NIA) of Gambia entered the complex
which is situated the apartment of Maya Dampha a Gambian journalist who had worked for the Gambi
daily newspapeForayyaand who was investigating cases of forced disappeas, arbitrary detentions, torture
and other human rights violations, and who had bieeexile in Senegal since October 2007, asking his
neighbours where they could find him. The two agémtited Mr. Dampha to follow them in order toaliss “an
urgent matter”. As he refused, a third agent adritgeassist the first two. The three men then tteetbrce Mr.
Dampha into a car without number plates. As hiescaf protest had alerted the whole neighbourhaaapwd
soon formed round the vehicle, obliging the thremno let go off Mr. Dampha and leave the scenilhap

On March 11, 2008, Mr. Dampha was invited to gimeaacount of these facts by the officials of thé&amal
intelligence bureau of Senegal, who asserted thanguiry would be opened into the incident. N@infation
could be obtained since then.

On October 6, 2007, Mr. Dampha had been arrestetiefpionage”, and then conditionally released days
later.

SERBIA - Assault / Harassment / Threats / Fears fosafety
February 26, 2008 - SER 001 / 0208 / OBS 026

On February 21, 2008, following a demonstrationiragjathe independence of Kosovo, unidentified pesso
threw a flare in front of the premises of the Huiteian Law Centre (HLC), causing some damage. Seueirity
guard of the company next door was able to pufitheout once the attackers had left the sceneosting to
eyewitnesses, the police investigated the matiersdme night, around midnight. HLC had asked fdicgo
security for the premises in prevision of the dest@tion, but no policeman was seen neither beforafter the
protest, nor during the mass celebrated in thet Sava temple nearby.

These events occurred after Mr. Ivicacida a member of the Serbian Socialist Party (SPS),dulvocated on
February 19, 2008 the banning of all political fgrtand NGOs that recognised the independence s\o He
specifically singled out MsNataSa Kandi, HLC Executive Director, who attended the ceremdeglaring
independence in Kosovo’s Parliamentary Assemblyebruary 17, 2008. On the same day, the SPS reporte
filed a criminal complaint against Ms. Kaddior “inciting others to compromise the territorimtegrity of
Serbia”. In addition, a number of media and paltic have openly encouraged acts of violence agies
NataSaKandic.
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On February 19, 2008, the daily newspayefernje Vovostipublished an article entitled “Natasa [Kafjdihe
woman who does not exist”, implying that as a nerspn, her elimination would be without consequee
February 24, théolitika daily newspaper relayed the statement made bythister of Infrastructure Velimir
lli ¢, in which he called for the arrest of Ms. Kahdind others, saying that “there are traitors irb&eand they
have been identified”. Every day, tabloids havéechfor citizens to take concrete measures agénastors”. On
February 24, 2008Gazetareported that fashion designer V.R. had orderedrétailers not to let Ms. Kandi
enter her shops. A restaurant owner has also semtssage to Ms. Karitelling her not to come to his
restaurant. People have approached her on the atrdehreatened her using language similar to ubatl by
Minister lli¢.

Furthermore, from August 11 to 15, 2008, extrergistups protesting against the independence of Knsow
against the arrest and transfer to The Hague ofRddovan KaradZidemonstrated each day in front of HLC
premises, but considerable police presence seeravio adequately protected the members of theeceDtr
August 15, 2008, some protesters entered the HLdihg, escorted by policemen. No incident tookgela
However, on the same day, a photomontage showingKdedi in Nazi uniform appeared in the extremist
newspapePress but no other paper took it up.

SRI LANKA - Threats / Assassination
January 14, 2008 - LKA 001/ 0108 / OBS 004

On December 18, 2007, the security of Miano Ganesan a member of Parliament for the Colombo district,
President of the Democratic Union of Workers, faamdnd convener of the Civil Monitoring Commissiom
Extrajudicial Executions and Forced Disappearaficé4C)?, and head of the Western People’s Popular, a forme
trade union that has become an opposition polifieaty representing a mainly Tamil constituencyCimilombo
and the neighbouring area, was severely curtaiiétbut any notice. That night, the personnel of Miaisterial
Security Division (MSD) in charge of his securitene indeed withdrawn, leaving only two policementbe
spot. Mr. Ganesan had received additional sectoitywing the assassination of the co-founder & @MC the
Parliamentarian Nadaraja Raviraj, in November 2B0&olombo, and after Mr. Ganesan himself had rexki
death threats.

Mr. Ganesan, who has always been highly criticalafuctions and disappearances in the Tamil contypahso
played a key role in facilitating a meeting betwdamily members of disappeared persons and theetinit
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights durieg Visit to Sri Lanka in October 2007.

At the end of December 2007, Mr. Ganesan was fa@éshve his country for security reasons.

Furthermore, on January 1, 2008, Mhiyagarajah Maheswaran a Colombo district Parliamentarian of the
opposition United National Party (UNP) and formeinidter for Hindu Affairs, was assassinated by aknown
gunman while attending the New Year prayers inRbanambala Vanesvarar temple, in the Kotahena lsudfur
Colombo. His assassination took place a few hoites ke had told the Colombo media that he woulcaéin
Parliament the details of the abductions and mardemmitted by the Sri Lanka Government in Jafivith the
help of the Eelam People’s Democratic Party (EPp&@amilitary. In December 2007, the Government had
reduced his security guards from eighteen to omy, t

SYRIA - Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings / Acquittal
December 13, 2007 - International Mission of Judial Observation
January 10, 2008 - Press Release

On December 13, 2007, the trial of Mxnwar Al Bunni, a lawyer, founding member of the Human Rights
Association in Syria (HRAS) and President of them@uottee for the Defence of Political Prisoners,kiqace
before the Third Military Court of Damascus. ThesBtvatory sent a judicial observation mission atdbcasion
of this hearing. Mr. Al Bunni is presently serviadive-year prison sentence pronounced on Apri2®®7 by the
Damascus Criminal Court for “spreading false infation”, after having been denounced by anotherirsgaior
having sent letters outside the prison.

During a body search, the draft of a letter that haen produced during his first trial was foundhim. In the
letter he criticised amongst other, the Ministar $ocial Affairs, who was behind his arrest andiesecing. The
letter was considered to be defamatory by the Rubse who started a further prosecution beforeNfigary
Court for defamation, on the basis of Article 376tlee Criminal Code. Mr. Al Bunni is liable to a mimum
sentence of three month’s imprisonment.

During the December 13 hearing, the lawyers fordéfence stressed the fact that the letter coulb@accepted

8 The Civil Monitoring Committee is involved in the mitoring, documentation and advocacy of disappemsnabductions and
assassinations. It frequently submits cases of hurights violations and questions of immunity torlRanent and the local and
international media.
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as proof of an offence, as it had already beerepted as part of the defence before the CriminalGo April
2007. Furthermore, the point was made that the Gehaw on Amnesty adopted on January 28, 2006 ldhou
prevent the opening of such a trial. Mr. Al Bunn#svyers therefore called for the acquittal of thadient.

On February 7, 2008, the Third Military Judge of thamascus Military Court acquitted Mr. Al Bunni thie
charges of defamation.

Mr. Al Bunni remains however in detention on theibaof the judgement handed down on April 24, 2007 is
reportedly subjected to pressure and deprivatioitevitn detention: he is not allowed to receive fpoldthing or
books, and is banned from using the prison library.

SYRIA - Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings / lll-treatment
January 11, 2008 - SYR 002 / 1207 / OBS 169.1
January 30, 2008 - SYR 002 / 1207 / OBS 169.2

On December 9, 2007, the Syrian security servioested 37 persons who were patrticipating in a imgdteld
outside Damascus and that led to the setting tipeoNational Council of the Damascus Declaratiocoléective
movement composed of political opponents and hungguts defenders. Most of the participants wereaséd a
few hours later, with the exception of Mraber Al Shoufie a member of the Executive Council of the
Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in S{@®F).

Furthermore, MrAkram Al Bunni, founder and member of the Committee for Revitai<Civil Society and
brother of Mr. Anwar al-Bunni, along with MrAli Al-Abdullah , also a member of the Committee for
Revitalising Civil Society in Syria, were againested respectively on December 11 and 17, 2007.

Mr. Fayez Sarah a journalist and founding member of the CommitteeRevitalising Civil Society in Syria, and
Mr. Mohammed Haj Darwish, a member of HRAS and also a founding member ef @mmmittee for
Revitalising Civil Society in Syria, were also agairrested, respectively on January 3 and 7, 2008.

On January 28, 2008, the five above-mentioned defsnwere brought before an ordinary court in Damsis
and charged with breaching provisions of the Syr@@nminal Code, in particular Articles 285 and 286
(“weakening the national sentiment”), 304, 306 88d (“illegal association”), and 307 (“inciting tacial hatred
and sectarianism”). Some of the Articles specifyriaon sentence of at least seven years.

Some of the defenders were subjected to ill-treatmevhile in detention, and were denied accesshén t
lawyers. One of the lawyers was unable to visitchient despite having an authorisation to do so.

As of the end of November 2008, Messrs. Al ShoufleBunni, Al-Abdullah, Sarah, and Haj Darwish wesl|
detained in the State security centre, in the iticiof Damascus.

SYRIA - Forced disappearance
February 28, 2008 - SYR 001 / 0208 / OBS 028

On February 26, 2008, a State security patrol #tebdr. Jean Rassoul a member of the Committee of the
Cereal Trade Union branch in Tal Ziwan, known f@ tommitment in the defence of workers in the i
Governorate, in north-eastern Syria, as he wasigmnvay to work. According to witnesses, Mr. Rassovals
arrested without a warrant and taken to an unkndsgtination.

As of the end of November 2008, no further inforiorabn his case could be obtained.

THAILAND - Judicial proceedings
February 1, 2008 - THA 001 / 0208 / OBS 013

On January 22, 2008, Mion Ungphakorn, Chairperson of the NGO Coordinating CommitteeDavelopment
(NGO-COD), Mr.Pairoj Polpetch, Secretary General of the Union for Civil LibeftyCL), Mr. Sirichai Mai-
ngarm, a member of the Labour Union of Electricity Geatarg Authority of Thailand, MrSawit Kaewwan
leader of the Confederation of State Enterpriseobak/nions, MsSupinya Klang-narong, Secretary General of
the Media Reform Campaign, MSaree Ongsomwanga member of Customer’s Network, Mimnat Palamee

a member of the Confederation of State Enterpradmlr Union, MrNutzer Yeehama a member of the Friends
of People NGO, MrAnirut Chaosanit, a member of the Council of Peoples’ Organizatidasvork in Thailand,
and Mr.Pichit Chaimongkol, a member of the Campaign for Popular Democraeyevsummoned to the offices
of the metropolitan police, where they were questibfor over four hours.

They were then charged with “trespass by usingefaircjoining with more than two persons associatoggther
to intrude forcefully or to cause harm” (Sectiog2 &nd 365 (1) (2) of the Criminal Code), “illeggthering and
using force with ten or more persons to cause darnagp give rise to public disorder” (Section 21%iling to
disperse when ordered to by the police” (Sectiod) 2ollaborating with five or more persons toitecothers to
violence in one form or another to threaten thediand safety of others” (Section 309 § 2), “caltaking to
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detain or restrict other persons” (Section 310) ‘arsihg loud speakers without permission” (Law estricting
loudspeaker advertising, 1950).

The ten accused, who are liable to heavy prisoteseas, were released on bail pending trial. Theyewo
appear before the General Prosecutor on OctobeR(I8, to find out whether the charges against them
maintained.

These charges follow the participation of the tefedders in a large demonstration organised byaditiom of
NGOs on December 12, 2007, in front of the Parliandouse in Bangkok, in order to protest against th
attempts by the National Legislative Assembly (NLtd)pass eight bills affecting civil liberties irhdiland, that
were being rushed several days before the Dece@®)eP007 general elections. Other protests were el
December 19, 20 and 21, 2007.

TUNISIA - Obstacles to the freedom of expression3entencing / Arbitrary detention / Release /
Harassment
February 1, 2008 - Press Release

On January 18, 2008, the Sakiet Ezzit Court, instiieurbs of Sfax, confirmed on appeal the sentgnairthe
journalistSlim Boukhdir, correspondent ofl Quds Al Arabithe pan-Arabian newspaper based in London, and
of the Website of the satellite television chanAkArabiya and a founder-member of the defence of freedoms
association “Liberty and Equity”, to one year’s migpnment for “insulting an official in the perfoemce of his
duty”, “indecent behaviour” and “refusal to shovs ldentity documents”.

Mr. Boukdir had been arrested on November 26, 280fFe was on his way to Tunis, following a sumrnfonis

the Khaznadar police station to go and fetch hsspart. He was then placed in preventive detemmtidime Sakiet
Ezziet police station. On December 4, 2007, heseasenced in the lower court to one year’s imprisent.

The journalist’s lawyers, along with the represtéwés of local and international human rights oiigations, who
had followed the trial in the lower court and ompegl, denounced the numerous irregularities irptbeedure, in
particular the refusal of the court to call thengigses for the defence.

On July 21, 2008, Mr. Slim Boukhdir was releaseaahfrthe Sfax prison, where he had been detainedidit
months, when the Ministry of Justice allowed hinbto conditionally released on the occasion of Repliay
(See Urgent Appeal TUN 005/1207/0OBS 170.1, issureduty 23, 2008).

TUNISIA - Assault / Harassment
February 20, 2008 - TUN 001 / 0208 / OBS 019

On February 13, 2008, on arriving in Tunis, M&tma Ksila, Secretary General of the Committee for the
Respect for Freedoms and Human Rights in Tuniien(té pour le respect des libertés et des dratEHomme
en Tunisie CRLDHT), received insulting messages on hepteb&e, probably from the political police.

On February 14, 2008, plainclothes policemen pregeMs. Ksila from reaching the domicile of Ms. iRat
Tlili, ordering her to leave and insulting her. Mdili had announced the day before her intentibgaing on a
hunger strike through solidarity with her son Avdemane, who was on a hunger strike himself siaceiary
15, 2008, to denounce the bad conditions of hierdieth and the ill-treatment he was subjected tdahi
Mornaguia prison in the suburbs of Tunis.

On February 15, 2008, Ms. Ksila was to meet famildé prisoners in the office of Mr&adhia Nasraoui
President of the Association Against Torture iniSia(Association de lutte contre la torture en Tunis@&LTT)
and a member of OMCT Assembly of Delegates, in otdeecord their testimony, but plainclothes petien
once again prevented her from keeping her appomnttrasing verbal abuse.

The next day, Ms. Ksila and MrSamia Abbou a member of ALTT, were to meet the families ofnbers of the
Soliman group sentenced to life imprisonment owvgigaison sentences, in Sidi Bouzid. A few minubefore
their arrival at the domicile of one of the fam#ljeiumerous policemen filled the street, led bydhief of police
of the Sidi Bouzid district. Ms. Ksila and Mrs. Atabbwere forced to leave Sidi Bouzid, followed te #nd of the
town by the police.

Also, on February 18, 2008, after visiting the péseof Mr. Imed Ben Amer, sentenced to death inSbkman
group case, in Sousse, Ms. Ksila and Mrs. Abbolewalently assaulted, dragged along the groundbeaden
repeatedly by numerous plainclothes policemen, aiso insulted them, shouting obscenities. Ms. Kkt
consciousness. The police completely emptied tloevbamen’s handbags, confiscating the cash, a caameta
tape recorder belonging to Ms. Ksila. The two wonaee then forced to take an eight-seat hired ehaf
which six seats were occupied by plainclothes mesloé the political police, to go to Tunis, wherther
policemen took charge, who tried to deny what teggplened, before leaving them.

On arriving in Tunis, Ms. Fatma Ksila and Mrs. Samibbou went to the office of MMohamed Abbou, a
lawyer, a member of the National Council for Freedan Tunisia Conseil national pour les libertés en Tunisie
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CNLT) and of the International Association for Sappto Political PrisonersASsociation internationale de
soutien aux prisonniers politiquesAISPP). Mr. Abbou then also received insults g@ndvocations and was
threatened with aggression.

TUNISIA - Defamation / Harassment
March 4, 2008 - TUN 002 / 0308 / OBS 031

During the first quarter of 2008, MrSouhayr BelhassenPresident of FIDH, MrsSihem Bensedring CNLT
Spokesperson, Mrs. Radhia Nasraoui, Kamel Jendoubi, President of CRLDHT, MiKhemais Chammari, a
member and co-founder of the Euro-Mediterraneannéation for the Support of Human Rights Defenders
(Fondation euro-méditerranéenne de soutien des défea des droits de I'HommeFEMDH), Mr. Mokhtar
Trifi , President of the Tunisian League for Human Righigue tunisienne des droits humaingTDH), Mr.
Khémais Ksila, Secretary General of LTDH, in exilend Mr.Ahmed Nejib Chebbi, lawyer of many defenders
and Candidate in the 2009 presidential electiomsewictims of acts of harassment and of a smeapa#n on
the part of the editorial staff of the pro-govermineewspapeAl-Hadath

Since the beginning of February, the newspapemhparticular published several libellous artictésan obscene
nature against these defenders, accusing them Iypadétbeing “traitors in the hands of foreign ingets”
(antinational, French and neo-colonial), or agéi@richmen” of the Western embassies.

The articles also included a whole series of admusa against them: gathering fabulous wealth thatak
international funds, or collusion with the “fundamtalists, the salafists, the integrists and theotists”, and with
“judeo-sionist interests”.

In these articles the pro-government newspaper talsatened to divulge information concerning theivate
lives and to publish what were supposed to be comjsing pornographic documents.

Mrs. Belhassen, in two articles entitled “The bastaf Baghdad” and “Who is Sousou Belaafén®as in
particular accused of having actively contributedotepare public opinion psychologically for thezasion of
Irag with a report on the crimes of Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Chammari, who had already been the victim dad&tion and who had lodged a complaint on Decer@ber
2007, as of the end of August 2008 had still nanbaaformed of the date on which his complaint wiobé
examined.

TUNISIA - Arrest / Assault / lll-treatment
March 4, 2008 - TUN 003 / 0308 / OBS 032

On March 3, 2008, MrOmar Mestiri, Editor-in-Chief of theKalima newspaper, and Mrs. Sihem Bensedrine
were arrested at the customs of the port of Tusithey were returning from a stay in Europe. Afteir luggage
had been thoroughly searched by a customs offpaetjcular attention was being paid to books andg®l
documents, a large group of State security perdaamized, demanding to see the contents of theitable
computers. When they refused, in the absence ofireant from the Prosecutor of the Republic, theamus
officers asked Mr. Mestiri and Mrs. Bensedrine aoiw them to an office, on the pretext of an adstiative
formality. Once they were inside, they were lockgdn the company of policemen. The latter thencddt them,
tearing their bags and clothes. After forcing thtenthe ground, they managed to grab their rucksamkgaining
the computers.

When Mrs. Bensedrine attempted to call her lawyeher mobile phone, one of the policemen collaredamd
twisted her arm in order to grab her phone.

After being detained for six hours, Mr. Mestiri akbls. Bensedrine were authorised to leave the oustarea,
after the content of their computers and floppyslisad been copied on an external hard disk. Theepalso
confiscated around sixty digital documents (DVD, -RDM, audio cassettes, etc.), including tbaghsof a
documentary produced by CNLT denouncing tortur@uanisia. In addition, the customs authorities retlso
give the two defenders a document certifying thefisoation of their property, which is normally thde.

Mrs. Bensedrine suffered bruises all over her badyg, lesions of ligaments of the left wrist.

TURKEY - Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings / Release
January 28, 2008 - TUR 001/ 0108 / OBS 011

On January 23, 2008, MEthem Aglikalin, President of the Human Rights Associatiérsén Haklari Derngi -
IHD), was arrested in Adana and accused of “beingeanber of an illegal organisation” (Article 314 thie
Criminal Code, referring to Article 220/6 of thei@imal Code in Turkish Law n°® 5237) and “propagaffalaan

9 “Belhaafen” means “disgusting”, “polluted” in Arabi
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illegal organisation” (Article 7/2 of Anti-Terror dw n° 3713). These charges are linked to Mr. Agnksl
participation in a press conference organised ateber 17, 2007 by the Adana Front for Rights ae@doms
(Adana Haklar ve Ozgiirlikler Cephpesh order to denounce the assassination, probaplyhe police, on
December 10, 2007, in Ankara, of Ms. Kevser Mizmakyposed to be a member of the Revolutionary B&opl
Liberation Party Devrimci Halk Kurtulus Partisi - CephesDHKP-C). During the press conference, a document
denouncing extrajudicial executions and callingttua police forces to prevent such human rightsatiohs had
been read out.

Accused of being a member of DHKP-C, Mr. Acikabriable to seven and a half years’ imprisonment.

After being detained in the F-type prison in Adawéh six other opponents also arrested on Jan2ayy008,

Mr. Acikalin was released on June 23, 2008, penttiaghext hearing, which was scheduled for Oct8p2008.

TURKEY - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings
March 18, 2008 - TUR 002 / 0308 / OBS 039

On March 3, 2008, the Court of Appeaagitary) confirmed the judgement of the second Bing6l Grah
Court, which, on October 7, 2005, had sentencedRidtvan Kizgin, an IHD board member, to two and a half
years’ imprisonment, after he had published a tegg@nouncing the assassination of five personsvitiage of
Bingol in 2003.

On November 5, 2008, Mr. Kizgin would have beendfarred from Bingdl Prison to Erzurum H-Type Pniso
Two other proceedings against him are also perfafigre the Court of Appeal for “insults to a Stafficial” and
“insults to Turkishness”, and violating Article 301the Criminal Code.

The first case is linked to the publication by Mizgin of a press release denouncing a case ofireBagol. On
May 22, 2007, the Bingdl 2 Criminal Court had atheaentenced him to six months’ imprisonment and fime
of 570 YTL. He appealed the decision but, as of@éhd of November 2008, no ruling on the appeal theeh
handed down.

The second case relates to the sentencing, on Nireld, 2006, of Mr. Kizgin and MKiraz Bicici, IHD Vice-
President, to five months’ imprisonment for havifdenigrated Turkish identity”. The sentence wasedat
commuted to a fine of 1,750 YTL. Both had appedleddecision but, as of the end of November 2008ufing
on the appeals had been handed down.

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL - 7 ™ Session
March 12, 2008 - Written and Oral Statement

During the seventh session of the United Nationsétu Rights Council, held in Geneva (Switzerlanayrfr
March 3 to 28, 2008, the Observatory intervenethenframework of the interactive dialogue with theecial
Representative of the United Nations Secretary @¢ma the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, Mina
Jilani.

The Observatory in particular welcomed the repbitls. Jilani and congratulated her for the impoctand the
quality of her work, in a context of increased exmion against human rights defenders worldwide.

The Observatory also paid tribute to the increasethie follow-up communications sent by the Special
Representative during the last three years, atitktthematic analyses carried out throughout herdat, which
in particular made it possible to identify somentte in the repression against defenders (obstacldébe
freedoms of association, assembly and the rigptdtest; anti-terrorist laws) and specific categef defenders
particularly vulnerable to human rights violatiofteefenders working on economic, social and cultugtits;
defenders of the rights of indigenous peoples ambmties; defenders of lesbian, gay, bisexual adsgender
rights (LGBT); women defenders).

In addition, the Observatory welcomed the increassihboration between the Special Representatinkthe
regional mechanisms for the protection of humahtsiglefenders, as such complementarities amongamischs
can but reinforce the impact of the activitieshs# Special Representative.

UZBEKISTAN - Arbitrary detentions
February 15, 2008 - Open Letter to the Authorities

On February 2 and 4, 2008, Messkhtiyor Khamroev , a member of the Djizak regional branch of the ldam
Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU), aBdidjakhon Zaynobitdinov, Head of the human rights organisation
“Appeal” and former Head of the Andijan regionaabch of HRSU, were released. Their release waseddsy
the Main Directorate of the Administration of Sartes, a body under the Uzbekistan Ministry of thterior, in
application of the amnesty decision taken by theddzSenate on November 30, 2007.

Ms. Umida Niyazova a journalist folnternewsand a human rights defender, also benefited flaamnesty on
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February 2, 2008.

Mr. Bakhodir Mukhtarov , a member of the Samarkand regional branch of HR@U for his part been released
on November 23, 2007, a few days before the entoy/force of the amnesty.

However, at the end of December 2008, several huights defenders were still detained owing tortiheiman
rights activities, among them:

- Mr. Azam Formonov, Head of HRSU Syrdarya district branch, arrested\pril 29, 2006, sentenced on
June 16, 2006 to nine years' imprisonment by thegiar City Court on criminal charges, and curngntl
detained in colony UYA 64/71 (Djaslyk, Karakalpaggriblic);

- Mr. Alisher Karamatov, Head of HRSU Mirzaabad district branch, arrestedipril 29, 2006, sentenced
on June 16, 2006 to nine years’ imprisonment byydnegiyar City Court on the basis of criminal chesg
and currently detained in colony UYA 64/69 (Kardkashkadarya region);

- Mr. Nasim Isakov, a member of HRSU Djizak district branch, arrestadOctober 27, 2005, sentenced on
December 20, 2006 to eight years’ imprisonmenthigyjizak City Court and currently detained in ¢ojo
UYA 64/3 (Tavaksay, Tashkent region);

- Mr. Djamshid Karimov, a member of HRSU Djizak district branch, arrested September 22, 2006,
sentenced on September 22, 2006 to three yearBheorent in a psychiatric hospital by the DjizakyCi
Court;

- Mr. Rasulev Yuldash a member of HRSU Kashkadarya district branclessed at the end of April 2007,
sentenced in October 2007 to ten years’ imprisomen

- Mr. Zafar Rakhimov, a member of HRSU Kashkadarya district branchesaed in Karshi at the end of
April 2007, sentenced in October 2007 to six yeangrisonment;

- Mr. Norboy Kholjigitov , a member of HSRU Ishtikhan district branch, ae@®n June 4, 2005, sentenced
on October 18, 2005 to ten years’ imprisonmenthey@jizak City Court, and currently detained inaof
UYA 64/69 (Karshi);

- Mr. Sattor Irzaev, Head of HSRU Ishtikhan district branch, arrestedJune 4, 2005, sentenced to ten
years’ imprisonment by the Samarkand Regional Cand currently detained in colony UYA 64/69
(Karshi);

- Mr. Habibulla Akpulatov, a member of HSRU Ishtikhan district branch, degson June 4, 2005,
sentenced on October 18, 2005 to six years’ impmsmt by the Samarkand Regional Court;

- Mr. Ulugbek Kattabekov, Head of the Zaamin district branch (Djizak regiaf “Ezgulik”, arrested in
2005, sentenced by the Djizak City Court to threarg’ imprisonment;

- Mr. Abdurasul Abdunazarov, Head of the Angren branch (Tashkent region) agllik”, arrested in 2005,
and sentenced by the Angren City Court to five ydmprisonment;

- Mr. Mamaradjab Nazarov, Head of the Zarbdor district branch (Djizak regiof “Ezgulik”, arrested in
June 2006 and sentenced by the Djizak City Courvéoyears’ imprisonment;

- Mr. Karim Bobokulov, Deputy Director of the Syrdarya regional branEhkzgulik”, arrested on October
23, 2007,

- Mr. Dilmurod Mukhitdinov , Head of the Markhamat district branch of “EzgUliarrested in July 2005
and sentenced on January 12, 2006 by the Chirchadshkent region) City Court to five years’
imprisonment.

ZIMBABWE - Publication of the Report of an Internat ional Fact-Finding Mission
January 21-31, 2008 - International Fact-Finding Mssion
March 19, 2008 - Press Release

From January 21 to 31, 2008, the Observatory choig an international fact-finding mission in Ziatlwe in
order to evaluate the situation of human rightsedeéérs on the eve of the March 29, 2008 presidesutid
parliamentary elections in Zimbabwe, in which Rolbéugabe, in power for 28 years, was seeking retiele.

On March 19, 2008, the Observatory published itssiman report entitledimbabwe: Run up to the March 29
Presidential and Parliamentary Elections - A Higltgpressive Environment for Human Rights Defenders.
The report notes the will and the determinationhef Government to systematically muzzle any forrprotest,
and emphasises in particular the systematic anthisad repression of human rights defenders throagh
combination of measures, including a very represkygislative framework and the selective applaraf such
repressive legislation. In the context of the 2@@&toral campaign, the use of force and the videshown by
State officials against the legitimate politicapogition, and those supposed to be its supporteEnly human
rights defenders - was stepped up. The reportdadsaments a series of arbitrary arrests and detextand acts
of harassment against Zimbabwean human rights defen
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Paris - Geneva, December 2008

To contact the Observatory, call the Emergency:Line
Email : Appeals@fidh-omct.org
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