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Mr. Chairman,
Ms. The Special Representative,

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Ridbe$éenders, a joint programme of the World Orgaivsat
Against Torture (OMCT) and the International Fetlerafor Human Rights (FIDH), welcomes the repdrt o
Ms. Hina Jilani, Special Representative of the UgtrBtary General on the Situation of Human Rights
Defenders, and wishes to congratulate her forrtipoitance and the quality of her work, in a contefxan
increased repression against human rights defemaetdwide.

The Observatory also wishes to welcome the incredsellow-up communications sent by the Special
Representative during the last three years, asagdhe thematic analysis carried out throughouttendate,
which, in particular, has allowed to identify sortrends of repression against human rights defenders
(obstacles to the freedoms of association, asseamulythe right to protest; anti-terrorism laws) apecific
categories of defenders who are particularly viahkr to human rights violations (defenders workamgy
economic, social and cultural rights; defendershefrights of indigenous peoples and minoritiededgers

of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT3q@es; women human rights defenders).

Moreover, the Observatory congratulates the SpdRegresentative for her increased collaboratior wit
regional mechanisms of protection for human rigteenders, as such complementarities are playing an
important role in strengthening the impact of tipe&al Representative’s activities.

As highlighted in your report, Ms. Jilani, in 2005tates have replied to 34% of your communicatiamsle
they had replied to 52% of them in 2006, 58% in2@hd 64% in 2004. How would you explain this
decrease of replies from Governments? Do you thiwak this diminution can be linked to the increased
criminalisation of defenders and the adoption gfidations that are more and more restrictive, esfig
against freedoms of association and expressiap@snented by the Observatory?



In your report, you underline that “country viditave also been an opportunity to directly followarpcases
on the ground with national authorities and cigtigty”. How would you evaluate the State cooperain
this precise area? Furthermore, could you prov&gleith more information regarding the follow-up lised
by the Indonesian authorities with respect to teiification of the authors of the intimidatiomgaaign led
against some human rights defenders you had nRapna, during your visit in Indonesia, in June 2007

In conclusion, the Observatory wishes to takedpjzortunity to thank you warmly, Ms. Jilani, foetquality of
the collaboration we have maintained with you stheecreation of your mandate.

Mr. President,
Ms. The Special Representative,

| thank you.
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