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The International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT),
within the framework of their joint programme, the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights
Defenders, wish to draw the attention of the Orgausiation for the Security and Cooperation in Europe QSCE)
to the deteriorating situation of human rights defeders in some OSCE Participating States.

First of all, the Observatory wishes to deplore ¢batinuing crackdown on the independent civil sgcin some
OSCE Participating States, a crackdown fuelled atrengthened amongst others by recent geopolitical
developments in the OSCE area.

All along the year 2008, thRussian Federation continued to rely on restrictive laws and measume®lation to

freedom of association, thus making it easier totrob independent civil societyThe Observatory is also
particularly concerned with the fact that almosb tyears after the assassination of the independaentalist and

human rights activist MdAnna Politskovskaya the enquiry has not led to any satisfactory te3ile Observatory
reiterates its deep indignation, and calls for irtipity and transparency throughout the investaatthat is

currently taking place, so that those responsittetie assassination as well as those who plarirzs brought to

justice and sanctioned according to law.

Freedoms of assembly and peaceful gathering wei® flduted, as for example ikyrgyzstan. Further, some
defenders were or have continued to be arbitrdehained or subjected to judicial harassméaeraijan, Belarus,
Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Turkey, Uzbekistan) while the authorities failed, in a number of cade
protect human rights defenders when threatenedtackad by non-State actorBdsnia-Herzegovina, Georgia,
Russian Federation, Serbia).

In front of the increasing amount of blatant vimas of OSCE commitments by some ParticipatingeStathe
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human RigH®DIHR) established a Focal Point for Human Rights
Defenders and National Human Rights Institutionggisponse to recommendations made to the OSQIe March
2006 Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting.

The Observatory, which has been working towardsestablishment of a protection mechanism for defendor
several years, considers the Focal Point as anrtengatool that will be able to keep the issuesthby human
rights defenders on the forefront. However, thegdetory wishes to insist on the necessity to dgvéhe activities
of this body so that it be able to react promptiyfiont of urgent issues arising in a number ofntoas, in
complementarity with OSCE missions on the ground waith other relevant mechanisms of protection wan
rights defenders that have been developed ovepdheyears within the United Nations, the Europgaion, the
Council of Europe, the Inter-American CommissionHuman Rights and the African Commission on Humaah a
People’s Rights.

Restrictions to freedom of association

In the Russian Federatigron January 15, 2008, the Prosecutor’s officenglithetia lodged a suit against the Voice
of Beslan, which gathers mothers of victims of 2084 Beslan school-hostage taking, in the Nazratribi Court
for “extremist activities”. The charges fall undeussia’s 2007 amended Law on extremism, which Eoadhe
definition of extremist activities to include “skder of public officials” and “humiliating nationakide”.

These charges are linked with a statement madaedydice of Beslan on November 30, 2005, accusnegiéent
Putin of refusing to launch an independent invesitg into the battle ending the siege that kileainy hostages in
September 2004. In December, a North Ossetian ooteted the organisation to close down, claimired Ms.Ella
Kesaeva the co-chair of the organisation, was not itslégaand that a former member who claimed to beethder
of the group should replace her. That ruling wdssequently annulled by the Russian Supreme Coesxteitheless,
on January 20, 2008, the house of a woman who tEstamony in court to support the Voice of Beslantlie
framework of these judicial proceedings had beemcéed by members of the Federal Security Ser&&B) in
order to “establish evidence of illegal arms posiees. During the search, the woman had been wabyetie FSB
officers that she should “not even communicate withVoice of Beslan”.

In addition, on March 20, 2008, the police raideel ¢ffice of the Nizhny Novgorod Foundation for fs@motion of
Tolerance and confiscated all the computers therfdst police have also confiscated the mobile phoin&r.
Stanislas Dmitrievskiy, a referent of the Foundation and the Executivedor of the Finland-registered Russian-
Chechen Friendship Society (RCFS). The motion &wckethe office of the Foundation to Promote Toleeawould
have been signed by the Regional Prosecutor'seoffin the same day, the police searched the hofridessrs.



llya Shamazov and Yuri Staroverov, who had been actively involved in an investigaticarried out by the
Foundation on war crimes and human rights violatidaring the war in Chechnya.

Furthermore, in the night of April 9, 2007, theiodls of the Centre of International Protection afidhe “For
Human Rights” movement, in Moscow, were assauliechbn in plain clothes, who broke down the ironrdcand
dismantled stairs connecting the floors of the diftces. At that time, MsSvetlana Davydova a lawyer with the
Centre, was working on a complaint to the Europg@anrt on Human Rights (ECHR) on a Chechen case.

On April 3, 2008, the Nazran Regional Court issaeduling in a case initiated by the Chechen Conemaiffior
National Salvation (CCNS) to challenge an unplanobdck procedure started in August 2007 by the BEB
Ingushetia and which was carried out by the Staigiskration Bureau on the activities of the orgatiis, as well as
a warning against this organisation issued on Deee, 2007, on the grounds that administrative famahcial
documents had not been transmitted on time. The dealared that both the unplanned check and dreing were
lawful, meaning that the CCNS lost the trial.

Restrictions to freedoms of assembly and peacefuhipering \

Freedoms of assembly and of peaceful gatheringinemavidely ignored in a certain number of courstrias for
instance in th&kussian Federatigrwhere, at the end of November 2007, an admitisstraase was opened against
Ms. Kesaeva, after she participated in a rally liel8eslan on November 7, 2007, in which participgplaced a
signpost reading “Putin’s Course” - pointing in iieection of the destroyed school. Ms. Kesaeva etesged with
“illegal mounting of a road signpost”.

In Kyrgyzstan on December 20, 2007, M3olekan Ismailova, Director of the human rights centre “Citizens
Against Corruption”, Ms.Toktaim Umetalieva, Head of the Association of Non-Governmental Orggmions
(NGOs) and Non-Commercial Organisations (NCOs), Nezgul Turdubekova, leader of the Youth Human Rights
group, Ms.Aigul Kizalakova and Ms.Natalia Utesheva members of the Youth Human Rights Group, as asll
Mr. Maxim Kuleshov, leader of the NGO “World, Light, Culture”, wereasted along with 27 other activists from
different movements, as they were peacefully detnatirsg against election irregularities in the rmdigurhood of
the Jogorku Kenesh parliamentary building. Moghef December-20 demonstrators were placed in jalectrstody
and charged under Article 371 (disobeying policemand 392 (violating rules of peaceful processiamsl
demonstrations) of the Code of Administrative Rewilaility. Mr. Kuleshov was brought to the Pervosigi police
department of Bishkek, where he was denied medietk-up and access to his lawyer.

On December 18, 2007, Ms. Tolekan Ismailova hadadly been arrested, along with 18 other humansright
defenders, including MiMirsujlan Namazaliev and Ms.Jibek Ismailova, members of the Human Rights Centre
“Kylym Shamy”, while peacefully demonstrating inetl®ld Square of Bishkek. These activists were suhesgly
taken to the Militia Office of the Pervomaisky Dist on the same day, but were denied access ioldveyers.
They were charged under Article 392 of the CodAdvrhinistrative Responsibility. They were releasedtioe same
day, awaiting trial. On December 20, 2007, Ms. ldéova, Ms. Umetalieva, Ms. Turdubekova, Mr. Kuleshdir.
Namazaliev, Ms. Ismailova, Ms. Kizalakova and Msedheva were tried in camera by the Court of Firstiance of
Bishkek, in spite of their requests to be judgea ipublic hearing, as provided by the normal pracedThey did
not have enough time to organise their legal regmtagion and were convicted of administrative piesl ranging
from fines to seven days’ imprisonment. All the dioted appealed the decision, and were subsequesidgsed
awaiting trial before the Court of Appeal.

Arbitrary detentions / Judicial harassment

In February and June 2008, the Observatory welcdinedelease of several human rights defendeldzbgkistan
namely Ms.Mutabar Tojibaeva, Head of the human rights organisation “Burningat® Club” and the 2008
Laureate of the Martin Ennals Award, released ameJ®, 2008 for “health reasons”; Mkhtiyor Khamroev ,
member of the Human Rights Society of UzbekistarR$d) Djizak region branch, and M6aidjakhon
Zaynobitdinov, Head of the human rights organisation “Appeattnier Head of HRSU Andijan region branch,
respectively released on February 2 and 4, 2008 @tasis of the amnesty decision adopted by #eek)Senate
on November 30, 2007. The Observatory was alserrdd that MrslUmida Niyazova, journalist forinternewsand
human rights defender, also benefited from the atgnen February 2, 2008, and MBakhodir Mukhtarov ,
member of the HRSU Samarkand region branch, waasetl on November 23, 2007, a few days ahead ehthe
into force of the amnesty decision.



However, the Observatory deplores the continuirtgrdsmn of Mr.Azam Formonov, Head of the HRSU Syrdarya
region branch, MrAlisher Karamatov, Head of the HRSU Mirzaabad district branch, Masim Isakov, member
of the HRSU Djizak region branch, arrested on Cetdty, 2005, MrDjamshid Karimov, member of the HRSU
Djizak region branch, MrRasulev Yuldash member of the HRSU Kashkadarya region branch, Zafar
Rakhimov, member of the HRSU Kashkadarya region branch, Ndrboy Kholjigitov, member of the HRSU
Ishtikhan region branch, M8&attor Irzaev, Head of the HRSU Ishtikhan district branch, Mabibulla Akpulatov,
member of the HRSU Ishtikhan district branch, Mtugbek Kattabekov, Head of the “Ezgulik” branch in the
Zaamin district (Djizak region), MAbdurasul Abdunazarov, Head of the “Ezgulik” branch in Angren (Tashkent
region), arrested MMamaradjab Nazarov, Head of the “Ezgulik” branch in the Zarbdor dstt(Djizak region),
Mr. Karim Bobokulov, Deputy Head of the “Ezgulik” branch of the Syygaregion, MrMukhitdinov Dilmurod |,
Head of the human rights society “Ezgulik” in theamdhamat district of Andijan region, MiSalijon
Abdurahmanov a journalist in Karakalpakstan particularly kno%an his critical reporting of the local authoritjes
including law enforcement officers, and Mikzam Turgunov, Executive Director and founder of “Mazlum” human
rights centre, a Tashkent-based human rights agtnin that defends the rights of political prissnaf conscience.

In Azerbaijan on June 24, 2008, the Grave Crime Court senteltretlovruzali Mammadov, a fervent defender
of the cultural rights of the Talysh people, anngtminority living in the south of Azerbaijan, Hbaf the Talysh
Cultural Center, Editor in chief of thEolishi Sedanewspaper, and Department Head of the Linguistisstute of
the Science Academy, to ten years in prison faglitireason”. The Court argued that Mr. Mammadov ¢alcted
“information necessary for the establishment of aiministrative autonomy in the territories of Azajan
compactly populated by Talyshes”, and had spremebative image of Azerbaijan abroad through apmdimitted
to international organisations relating to “viotais of the human rights of Talyshes”.

In Belarus on May 23, 008, three KGB officers burst into tggartment of MrLeanid Svetsik a human rights
defender from Vitsebsk. They showed him the rubhghe Prosecutor’s office for initiation of crindahproceedings
for “fomentation of national and religious enmity’he ruling describes Mr. Svetsik as a witness tase of threats
to certain citizens from the extreme-right orgatisa Russian National Unity. During the search, €B
confiscated his computer and supplies, as wellriaseg human rights editions including the calesdahich were
dedicated to the @Danniversary of the creation of the United NatioRisen, Mr. Svetsik was brought to Vitsebsk
oblast KGB office and was interrogated for morenth&ao hours by an officer. He was then handed loeitvirit for
the next interrogation, which was set on May 2&&MMr. Svetsik went back to the KGB office on Maf, as he
had to wait for his lawyer from Minsk. On that dag and his lawyer signed a paper rejecting thasatons of the
public prosecutor. The procedure is now ongoing.

In Georgig Mr. Sabir Makhetiev, one of the most active election observers ofRthklic Movement “Multinational
Georgia” (PMMG), was arrested on April 23, 2008 Iy enforcement authorities in Marneuli, where hasw
involved in pre-election monitoring prior to thertiecoming parliamentary elections scheduled to fdkee on May
21, 2008. Prior to this event, Mr. Mekhtiev had bsebjected to a series of attempts aimed at egeptiessure by
representatives from the local branch of ProCr&dihk, where he subscribed a loan of 4,000 Georbeun
(1,781.33 euros) in 2004, probably in order to pade him to cease his human rights activiti@s April 24, 2008,
the Marneuli District Court fixed a two-months daien period as preventive punishment.

In theRussian Federatigron June 17, 2008, M&Bhakhman Akbulatov, Ms. Zarema Mukushevaand Ms.Milana
Bakhaeva members of the Memorial human rights centre, warested and detained, allegedly for “filming a
building pertaining to the Solnidchny State agtigrdl group”, located in the village of Goyti (Uri¥artan region),
which used to be the police department of the géllavhere several persons were reportedly arbyrdetained,
sometimes incommunicado.

Policemen accused them of collecting “informationview of transferring it to separatist websitesl da sites
critical of the party in power”. One of the policemaccused them of “working for Wahabbits” and dedethat it
was because “they were giving data to Islamistshisafellow policemen were regularly killed”. Oné them even
suggested to “shoot” them all. The threat of exeouvas repeated in another room.

Furthermore, Mr. Akbulatov et Ms. Mukusheva whelotpgraphed and the policemen also searched thggjro
vehicle, although they had no mandate to do so.

Mr. Akbulatov, Ms. Mukusheva, and Ms. Bakhaeva wiarally released on the same day. However, Mr. itV
and Ms. Mukusheva were forced to sign a writtetestant describing their activity that day, and itfiéin material
was destroyed.




In Turkey on January 23, 2008, MEthem Acikalin, Chairperson of the Human Rights Associatifrsén Haklari
Dernezi - IHD) branch in Adana, was arrested in Adana asalised of “being a member of an illegal organisgtio
and “making propaganda of an illegal organisatiditiese charges are related to Mr. Ethem Acikapaisicipation
in a press conference organised on December 17, BpQhe Front for Rights and Freedoms of Adafdafha
Haklar ve Ozgiirlikler Cephgsi order to denounce the assassination on Deaeh®h@007 of Ms. Kevser Mizrak,
reportedly a member of the Revolutionary Peoplé®tation Party/Frontfevrimci Halk Kurtulus Partisi - Cephesi
- DHKP-C), in Ankara. Ms. Mizrak was allegedly kidl by police forces. During the press conferenapcament
was read, denouncing extrajudicial executions ailing upon the security forces to prevent such drights
violations.

Furthermore, on March 3, 2008, the Yargitary (App@aurt) upheld a decision of the Bingdl 2 Crimir@burt,

which had sentenced MRidvan Kizgin, board member of the IHD headquarter office anché&r Chairperson of
the Bringdl Branch of IHD, to two years and six mimof imprisonment on October 7, 2005. This sereemad
been issued following the release by Mr. Kizginaofeport in which he denounced the killing of figersons in a
village in Bingdl in 2003. Mr. Kizgin is currentlgetained in Bingodl detention centre. The Obseryataas further
informed of two other cases against him that aredimg before the Appeal Court for “insulting a $taigent” as
well as for “insulting Turkishness” and violatingtikle 301 of the Turkish Penal Cdde

Slandering, threats and assaults against human righ defenders \

In 2007, several human rights defenders continadzetharassed in some OSCE Participating Statesigh, inter
alia, slandering and assaults. The following casesimorthe determination of both State and non-Statera to
silence human rights activists, as well as thaufailand the lack of political will of the State laotities to identify
the aggressors and to bring them to justice, imatran of Article 12.2 of the UN Declaration on Ham Rights
Defenders adopted by the UN General Assembly oeibber 10, 1998.

In the Russian Federatignon June 27, 2008, Ms. Almaz Choloyan, the Dinectothe Migrant Help Centre in
Nizhny Novgorod, appeared on the national TV chaiNiB/ programme “Humanitarian ration”, and alleged that
local human rights activists had launched a smampaign against her. Thus, she made several amnssagainst
NGOs in Nizhny Novgorod, specifically against thEmRS, the Nizhny Novgorod Foundation to Support eoiee,
and the Other Russia opposition coalition. She g&tlocal human rights activists were “swindlerdy interested

in foreign money”.

Furthermore, Ms. Almaz Choloyan specifically namighl. Stanislav Dmitrievsky as well as M®ksana
Chelysheva Director of the Nizhny Novgorod Foundation foe tAromotion of Tolerance.

International and foreign NGOs were also incredgitaygeted by the Russian authorities. On Apri2808, during

a meeting of the National Anti-Terror Committee (GA headed by the Director of the FSB, Mr. NikoRstrushev,
the latter stated thatNGOs are the main supporters of terrorisésd that foreign NGOs are helping international
terrorists to recruit young peopleHe continued by claiming thatetissaries of foreign terrorist and extremist
organisations do not limit their activities to thexritory of the South Federal Circuit (the Nortla@asus) but “are
carrying out recruiting in other parts of Russiskiiag advantage of social and economic problemsyiedh and
religious tensions The head of the FSB concluded that fiumber of foreign NGOs are providing them with
informational suppdf. Likewise, Mr. Aleksander Torshin, Vice-Spealarthe Russian Federation Council at the
State Duma, claimed thafofeign NGOs are often used as venues to recruitrists and extremists. What is really
worrying is that they are recruiting young pedpl@he Senator stated thaug to a hundred anti-Russian
propagandist actions like conferences, marches,reas are held in such countries as Poland, Denmdhle
Netherlands, Turkey, Baltic states and all Scandama state% and that the official bodies of these countries are
using these events to access the situation in tissi& regions He also pointed out that the role of the Inté¢mea
tool to advocate for terror had increased, and ttherte were 59 foreign NGOs that have been sumgp@hechen
terrorists. Mr. Torshin then called on working auiteria to identify such webpages, to monitor thaperation at
both internal and international level as well agalleping mechanisms of blocking their work.

1 The first case is related to the denunciatioMioyKizgin of a case of rape in Bangél through thublication of a press release. On May 22,
2007, Mr. Kizgin had already been sentenced torgirths’ imprisonment and 570 YTL by the Bingol 2 driad court. He had appealed this
sentencing and the case is still pending. The skcase relates to the sentencing on November D @0Mr. Kizgin and MsKiraz Bicici,
IHD Vice-president, to five months’ imprisonmenty f‘denigrating Turkish identity”. The sentence water turned into a 1750 YTL fine.
Both had appealed this sentencing, and the cati# eading.



In this context of constant repression against humghts defenders and NGOs, assaults against huights
activists continued unabated. On July 25, 2008, Mrab Tsetchoey a member of the “Mashr” human rights
group, which supports relatives of persons who fmeen subjected to enforced disappearance as sveittams of
torture, was abducted, allegedly by members ofamiified (reportedly federal) security servicemigningushetia.
Mr. Tsetchoev is also an applicant to the Europ@aart for Human Rights, before which he complaiaédut the
ineffective investigation of the abduction of hisoter, in March 2004. On the same day, Mr. Tsetehwas
dropped by security servicemen on a road near Nakfa Tsetchoev was very badly beaten, virtuaihahle to
move on his own. In the hospital, he was diagnegéua broken leg, contusion of both kidneys andtasions on
both arms.

On August 14, 2008, at 4.20 a.m., unidentified pe@ssaulted the flat where Mr. Stanislav Dmitrigvand his
family live, on the first floor of a five-storiedpartment building. Assaulters smashed the windome g the living
room with a silicate brick paint in red with swsis and numerous threatening graffiti that fell dawtside the flat,
destroying only the outside pane. Insulting ind@igs and swastikas were also discovered on thrg dobr, on the
kitchen window pane and on a wall of the house.

In Serbig on February 21, 2008, M$lataSa Kandi, the Executive Director of the Humanitarian Lawn@e
(HLC), was victim of unidentified persons who thravflare at the doorstep and the door of the Hf€@fcausing
damage, subsequent to the protest that took pta&elgrade against the independence of Kosovo. HEvengh
HLC had asked the police to provide security far HILC office in prevision of the demonstration, rosingle
police officer could be seen either during or after protest

In Bosnia-Herzegovinaon July 22, 2008, around 2 p.m. an unknown mdledghe office of the Helsinki
Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska saidl that “huge amounts of money have been givethio
assassination of MmBranko Todorovic, Executive Director of the Helsinki Committee feluman Rights in
Republika Srpska, and his family as he has perntinleeavily criticised powerful persons from thelipe and the
prosecutors office”. In order to show the seriogsnaf this threat, the man listed many detailssitution showing
that he has carefully followed Mr. Todorovic and family since couple of months. On July 27, 20@8,Todorovic

received another threat.

In Georgig on September 1, 2008, MBaba Tsitsikashvilj journalist and the Human Rights Centre (HRIDC)
Coordinator for the Shida Kartli region, was phgdlicand verbally assaulted in the village of Kata(Shida Kartli
region) by Messrs. Lado Vardzelashvili, the ShidatiK Governor, and Zurab Chinchilakashvili, Dep@wgvernor,
while covering a demonstration against the Russ@upation. Mr. Chinchilakashvili started to becoaggressive
towards Mr. Tsitsikashvili after August 29, 20081 @at day, MrUcha Nanuashvili HRIDC Executive Director,
along with several other employees of HRIDC, inalgdMr. Tsitsikashvili, visited the Kombinatis Daddebia
hosting internally displaced people (IDPs) origimgtfrom the Georgian-Ossetian conflict zone. Theyted to find
out what were the living conditions of IDPs two keafter the bombing. It turned out that the Gohiabitants who
had returned from Thilisi had no shelter, and heeibleft to sort out their problems themselves.dvieNanuashvili
and Tsitsikashvili took two homeless IDPs to thgigeal administration to talk with officials in cige of IDPs, and
then met Mr. Zurab Chinchilakashvili.

Recommendations

In view of the situation, the Observatory urges OSE Participating States to:

e Guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psfological integrity of human rights defenders in
the OSCE Participating States;

* Put an end to the continuous repression of humanghts defenders and their organisations;

» Fully recognise the vital role of defenders in theadvent of democracy and the rule of law;

* Review their national legislation to conform with nternational and regional human rights
instruments, in particular regarding freedoms of asociation and assembly;

e Comply with the provisions of the final document ofthe 1990 Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of
the Conference on the Human Dimension, of the Confence for Security and Co-operation in Europe

2 These events occurred in a context in which, elriiary 19, 2008, Mr. Ivica D&, a member of the Serbian Socialist Party (SPS3$, wa
advocating the banning of all political parties ad@Os that recognised Kosovo as independent. Heifgadly singled out Ms. NataSa
Kandi¢, who attended the ceremony declaring independankesovo’s Parliamentary Assembly on February2D08. On the same day, the
SPS would also have filed a criminal complaint agaMs. Kandt for “inciting others to compromise the territoriategrity of Serbia”.



(CSCE) and of the Declaration on Human Rights Defeaters, adopted on December 9, 1998 by the
United Nations General Assembly;

Support and implement all recommendations brought @ them from the March 2006 Supplementary
Human Dimension Meeting on Human Rights Defenders;

Comply with the provisions of the resolution titled “Strengthening OSCE engagement with human
rights defenders and national human rights institutons”, adopted by the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly in Kiev on July 10, 2007;

Take into account the suggestions of commitmentssted in the Report submitted to the OSCE
Ministerial Council in response to MC Decision N0.17/05 on Strengthening the Effectiveness of the
OSCE;

Strengthen the Focal Point in order to provide it vith a mechanism of alert, giving it the ability to
address individual cases, by interacting with OSCEHnissions on the ground and with other relevant
mechanisms of protection of human rights defenderghat have been developed over the past years
within the United Nations, the European Union, the Council of Europe, the Inter-American
Commissionon Human Rights and the African Commission on Humarand People’s Rights.
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