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Angelita Baeyens, lawyer

Program Director - Partners for Human Rights of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and
Human Rights (RFK Center) in Washington, DC, USA. At the RFK Center she works with
organizations and human rights defenders from different regions of the world on the promotion and
protection of human rights through advocacy, strategic litigation, and training. Mrs. Baeyens
worked as a political officer in the Department of Political Affairs of the United Nations and
previously as Human Rights Specialist in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR). At the Commission, she served as Coordinator of the Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights Defenders from late 2009 until March 2012. In that capacity, Mrs. Baeyens directed and
participated in the writing and editing of the Second Report on the Situation of human rights
defenders in the Americas by which the Commission identified additional protection standards
established in its first report on this subject, discussed emerging challenges in the exercise of the
right to defend human rights defenders, and other situations in which human rights defenders are
especially vulnerable. Angelita is also an adjunct professor at the Faculty of Law at Georgetown
University.

Tarcila Rivera Zea, journalism.

President of Chirapag (Center for Indigenous Cultures of Peru); Coordinator of the Continental
Network of Indigenous Women of the Americas; member of the Board of Trustees of the VVoluntary
Fund for Indigenous Peoples of the United Nations and AWID Board; Ms. Rivera has been an
activist for indigenous peoples for more than 25 years, primarily working within the United Nations
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system. At the UN, she participated in the creation of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples
and the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As an expert and consultant for over
15 years, her experience in the generation and management of policies for indigenous peoples, both
nationally and internationally, encourages her participation in different forums and political spaces.
Tarcila also is a member of the Advisory Committee of the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians
Peruvian and the Indigenous Itinerant Chair at the Intercultural Indigenous University - Ull. She
was recognized by the Ford Foundation and is the recipient of the 2011 Social Innovative Visionary
Award.

Elvira Dominguez Redondo, lawyer.

Doctor and Bachelor of Law, Elvira is a Professor of Law at Middlesex University (London, UK),
Associate Professor of the Irish Centre for Human Rights (Galway, Ireland) and member of the
Advisory Council of the Universal Rights Group NGO in Geneva (Switzerland). Previously, Elvira
Dominguez has held various academic positions for Transitional Justice Institute (UK), the Irish
Centre for Human Rights (Ireland), the University of Alcald de Henares (Spain) and University
Carlos Il of Madrid (Spain). She was also consultant to the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture
(OHCHR, Switzerland). Dr. Dominguez is a specialist in International Law and Human Rights. She
is the author of two books, 'The Public Procedures of the Commission on Human Rights of the
United Nations "and" Minority Rights in Asia' (co-author Prof. Joshua Castellino) and a variety of
articles in academic journals. Elvira has been involved in political and academic dialogues between
the EU and China, Ireland and China, and Germany and China, as well as the Latin American
European Network and Human Rights. She has extensive experience in training and other courses
aimed at both governmental and non-governmental audiences in Germany, Argentina, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Denmark, Spain, USA, Finland, France, India, Iran, Iraq Ireland,
Italy, Malta, Mexico, Peru, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Syria, and Thailand.

Rosario Figari Layus, sociologist

Sociologist at the University of Buenos Aires. Currently working as a researcher at the Institute for
Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict and Violence (IKG) at the University of Bielefeld in
Germany. Holds a Masters in Social Sciences from the Humboldt University of Berlin. She has
worked as a researcher and lecturer at various institutions including the University of Buenos Aires,
the Free University of Berlin, University of Heidelberg, and the University of Konstanz in
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Germany. She is a member of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights in Argentina in the area
of international relations and its representative at the headquarters in Berlin. Her areas of work and
research are human rights, political violence, forced disappearance, violence, transitional justice,
and justice policies at both the national and international level.

Eleanor Openshaw, lawyer

Regional Advocacy Coordinator for the International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) in New
York. Eleanor specializes in the protection of human rights defenders through international,
regional, and national human rights mechanisms. Before working at ISHR, she was Program
Coordinator of Human Rights Defenders of the International Secretariat of Amnesty International
and worked with Peace Brigades International (PBI) in Colombia. Eleanor Openshaw has extensive
experience in issues related to the protection of human rights defenders; she formed part of the
Executive Committee of the International Coalition of Human Rights Defenders and the Board of
PBI, and participated in the support group of the Special Rapporteur of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples' Rights in the development of its First Report the Situation of Human Rights in
Africa. As a researcher, she has participated in missions related to the protection of human rights
defenders in Guatemala, Kenya, and Swaziland.
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