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Belarus: Joint Open Letter to the Prosecutor General of the City of Minsk to release Ales
Belyatsky

To:

August 10, 2011

Nikolai Nikolaevich Kulik, Prosecutor General of the City of Minsk

Copied: Division of Preliminary Investigations in the Department of Financial Investigation for the Minsk

District and the city of Minsk
Komy:
Mpokypopy ropoaa MuHcka Kyaunky H.H.

Mpokypatypa ropoaa MuHcKa
220004 r. MuHcK, yn. PakoBckas, 38

Konua: Otaen npeasaputenbHoro paccnegosanma YOPP KIK

no MuHckon obnactu n ropoay MUHCKY
220013 r. MuHck, ya. I. bposku, 4. 3 kopn. 2

Dear Mr. Kulik,

We are a coalition of international nongovernmental
human rights organizations that are deeply concerned
about the August 4 arrest of Ales Belyatsky on allegations
of large-scale tax evasion, under article 243, part 2 of the
Belarusian Criminal Code. We are writing to urge that
Belyatsky be released from custody on his own
recognizance pending the investigation against him.

Belyatsky is head of the human rights group Viasna and
vice-president of the International Federation of Human
Rights. His arrest appears to stem from the use of his

YBakaemblit HUKonat HuKonaesuy,

Obpalaemca K Bam OT UMeHM rpynnbl MeXayHapoaHbIX
HeNpPaBUTENbCTBEHHbIX NPaBO3alLUTHbIX OpraHU3aLmi, B
CBA3M C 06€CNOKOEHHOCTbIO 3aJepKaHnem Aneca
benAuKoro No NOA03pPEHUIO B YKIOHEHUM OT ynaaThl
Hanoros B 0co60 KpynHom pasmepe (4acTb 2 ctaTbu 243
YK PB). HactoaTtenbHo npocum Bac ocBoboauTh Anecs
benAuKoro us-nof CTpaxkun noa NoANMUCKY O HeBble3ae.

Anecb bensauKkuii Bo3rnasnseT NpaBo3allUTHbIA LEHTP
“BecHa” n aBnseTca BULE-NPE3NLEHTOM
MexxayHapoaHoit deaepalMm Npas YenoBeKa.




personal bank account in Lithuania to support human
rights work in Belarus. We note, though, that Belarusian
authorities have refused to register on a national level all
but one of the independent human rights organizations
in the country. As a result, unregistered groups like
Viasna cannot open a bank account in the organization’s
name in Belarus or meet terms set out in financial
regulations.

We believe the authorities in Belarus have driven
organizations like Viasna to the margins of the law,
making it impossible for them operate, and then use the
threat of criminal sanctions to intimidate human rights
defenders. For this reason, we believe that the criminal
investigation against Belyatsky is politically motivated
and that he should be unconditionally released and the
investigation should be dropped.

However until such a decision is made, we ask that he be
immediately released on his own recognizance while the

investigation is pending.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

MpencTaBnsAeTCs, YTO €ro apecT CBA3aH C
MCNoNb30BaHMEM MM BaHKOBCKOro cyeTa B J/ITBe AN
npaBo3alLMTHOM aeaTenbHocTU B Benapycn. Obpalwaem
Balle BHMMaHWe Ha To, 4To 6eslopyccKme BNacTu
perynapHoO OTKa3blBaloT B perMcTpaLm Ha
HaUMOHa/IbHOM YPOBHE HE3ABUCMMbIM MPABO3aLLUTHBIM
opraHu3aumam. B pesynbTaTe, He3aperncTpupoBaHHble
rpynnbl, Takne Kak “BecHa”, He MOryT OTKpPbITb CHET B
6aHKe Ha MMA opraHn3aLMm 1 BbINOAHATL TpeboBaHUA
¢$MHaHCOBOro 3aKOHOAATENLCTBA.

Monaraem, uto BnacTn benapycu BbiTankMBaoT
opraHusaumm, nogobHble “BecHe”, 32 pamKM NPaBoBOro
nons, a 3aTem MCNosib3yoT Yrpo3y yro/l0BHOro
npecnegoBaHuA 4aa 3anyrmBaHua auL,
OCYLLECTB/IAOLWMX NPABO3ALLNTHYIO AeATEeNIbHOCTb.
Monaraem, 4TO yronosHoe npecnegosaHue Aneca
BenauKoro ABNAETCA NOAUTUYECKU MOTUBUPOBAHHbLIM U
Tpebyem ero ocBObGOKAEHMA N NPEKPALLEHUA B
OTHOLLEHWM HEero yroNoBHOro Aena.

Ha Bpemsa NpuMHATUA peLleHnsa O NPeKpaLLeHNN
YroN0BHOTIO Aena, NPOCUM 0 Hemea/IEHHOM
ocBoboxaeHUN Aneca bensukoro nog noAnucKy o
HeBble3ze.

Enaro,u,apMM 3a BHMMaHUeE K 4aHHOMY COO6U.I,EHVHO.
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