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BRAZIL: Stigmatisation of the M ST and itsmembers

Paris-Geneva, July 8, 2008. The Observatory for the Protection of Human RighBefenders, a joint
programme of the International Federation for HumaRights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against
Torture (OMCT), and Justica Global express their ef@est concern about the harassment by the Public
Ministry of Rio Grande do Sul against members arghtlers of the Landless Workers Movemehktdvimento
dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra - MST), a movement active in the rights to landssémilating them to,
inter alia, “criminals” and elements “threatening the sociegnd national security”.

On June 17, 2008, a ruling was issued by the juddgarazinho ordering the expulsion of the inhatigaof two
settlements, although these territories had beenten by landowners to the landless families. Bmeldwners
were further threatened with fines if they carr@d“supporting the MST”. As a result, hundreds ahilies of
landless workers were expelled by 500 memberseofiiifitary brigade of the State. These familiesgtauefuge
along the BR-386 road close to Sarandi, in theeSiBRio Grande do Sul, where they were again tbnea with
eviction.

The June-17 ruling follows the complaint broughttiwp civil servants of the Public Ministry of théae of Rio
Grande do Sul, Messrs. Luis Felipe de Aguiar Tamtteand Benhur Biancon Junior, on June 16, 2008,
demanding the evacuation of the two settlementthergrounds that these places were “operationadsbis
criminal actions”, which were “causing enormousslts the landowners and the society”. These ailegsaivere

the result of an enquiry carried out upon decisibthe High Council of the Public Ministry of thea®e of Rio
Grande do Sul, on the grounds that the MST coutehtien national securityThe methods used for the enquiry
were reportedly inspired by those of the Braziliaelligence agency.

The complaint alleged that books of Chico Mendeas @he Guevara were found in some of the premisdiseof
settlement, which was evidence of an increasinglédg of radicalisation among the members of theTMEhe
complaint also questioned the principle of allomatof the public funding of NGOs, including the MS#hich
was accused of embezzlement.

The complaint further relied upon two reports a fecret services of the military brigade:

- the most recent one, dated June 2, 2006, allege¢sséttlements can be maintained thanks to thedede
public funding, to international aid and to the Blenionary Armed Forces of Colombiduerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia - FARC), which influence, amongst others, the MBat would plan to create a
“free State” on the Brazilian territory and thatwia have reached the “execution phase” of its estratiming at
emancipating the territory from the control of taghorities.

- an older document considers the MST as a revolatjomovement threatening public order.

1 On December 3, 2007, the High Council decidetgy alia:
- to promote the lodging of a complaint aimingteg dissolution of the MST and at declaring theeisdion illegal.
- to take legal steps to avoid marches and otttarities of the MST.
- to enquire on the members living in settlemems on their leaders as regards acts of organig@eé and mismanagement of public
funds.



The Observatory and Justica Global firmly denoutite recent actions of the federal authorities ahthe
authorities of the State of Rio Grande do Sul agmoassimilate human rights defenders strugglimghe right
to land to criminals and elements threatening natisecurity, as a means to harass them in ordanter their
work and to sanction their human rights activities.

Accordingly, the Observatory and Justica Globaleutige authorities of the Brazilian federal Statd ah the
State of Rio Grande do Sul authorities to put ahtenany act of harassment against the MST, its neesnas
well as against all human rights defenders in thentry, and to conform with Article 1 of the Unité&thtions
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted eceBber 9, 1998, which states that “everyone has th
right, individually and in association with othets, promote and to strive for the protection analisation of
human rights and fundamental freedoms at the ratimnd international levels”, as well as Article.Z2which
states that “the State shall take all necessarysunea to ensure the protection by the competehbaties of
everyone, individually or in association with otheagainst any violence, threats, retaliation,atsof or de jure
adverse discrimination, pressure or any otherraryitaction as a consequence of his or her legiéiragercise of
the rights referred to in the present Declaration”.
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