
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEMONSTRATION OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE MOTHERS AND REL ATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED  
 

FOR THE RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY AND TO CLAIM PUBLICLY TRUT H AND JUSTICE IN ALGERIA  
 

In reaction to the brutal prohibition of the weekly sit in of the families of the disappeared in Algiers 

For 12 years, each Wednesday, in Algiers, the mothers and relatives of the disappeared have 
gathered to claim Truth, Justice and Reparation about the disappeared in the 1990s. This weekly 
meeting, which became a symbol of claim and resistance, has suddenly been forbidden on August 4 
2010.  

Since then, each week, the families of the disappeared try to maintain their sit-in. The gatherings of 
August 4, 11 and 18 have been dispersed, the first two times in an unprecedented violence, and have 
resulted in arrests of some relatives of the disappeared and human rights defenders. The president of 
the national institution for human rights (CNCPPDH) himself, in public statements in Medias, said that 
he asked to prohibit the sit-in because the families of the disappeared would have gone too far. The 
families of the disappeared remain without recourse against scorn and arbitrariness.  

The prohibition of the weekly gathering worries and confirms that Algeria has still a long way to reach 
a fair and adequate solution to the issue of the disappeared. Despite the countless constructive efforts 
of the associations, Algeria is still at the stage of denial and amnesty of the criminals at the expense of 
the truth and justice. Authorities refuse categorically to investigate on the fate of the disappeared.  

The families of the disappeared, with the support of civil society, demand  their  testimony to be taken 
into account. They demand t all means to reach the truth to be implemented, notably within the frame 
of a truth and justice commission such as experienced in several countries.  

At the time when authorities show more than ever their will to close the unresolved issue of 
disappearances and to make the families disappear from the public space, it becomes essential to 
demonstrate a huge and international solidarity with the mothers and relatives of the disappeared in 
Algeria.  

The Collectif des Familles de Disparus en Algérie ( CFDA) calls to relay the speech of those 
who are being silenced in their own country.  

 
FOR FREEDOM OF THE MOTHERS AND RELATIVES OF DISAPPEA RED IN ALGERIA 

TO GATHER AND PUBLICLY DEMAND TRUTH AND JUSTICE  
SO THAT THE LIGHT BE MADE ON THE FATE OF ALL MISSING   

 
Next to the Embassy of Algeria in Paris, Place de Narvik, 75008 

Wednesday 25 August 2010, 5: 30 to 7: 30 pm 
 

 
With the support of (organizations):  
 
Action of Christians for the Abolition of Torture (ACAT), Amnesty International France, Association de 
Défense des Droits de l’Homme au Maroc (ASDHOM), Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies 
(CIHRS), Comité pour le Respect des Libertés et des Droits de l’Homme en Tunisie (CRLDHT), Euro- 
Mediterranean Federation against enforced disappearances (FEMED),  Fédération des Tunisiens pour 
une Citoyenneté des Deux Rives (FTCR), Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Federation of 
Action of Christians for the Abolition of Torture (FIACAT), International Federation for Human Rights 
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(FIDH), French League for Human Rights (LDH), Jardin des Disparus, Ligue Algérienne de Défense 
des Droits de l’Homme (LADDH), Mediterranean Network of Human Rights (REMDH), World 
Organization against Torture (OMCT), « Réseau mondial de solidarité des mères, épouses, sœurs, 
filles, proches de personnes enlevées et disparues », SODEPAU 
 
 
 


