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PRESS RELEASE - THE OBSERVATORY 
 

 

EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA: 
 Human rights defenders under pressure 

 
Repression against human rights defenders is growing in the Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia region 
 

Paris-Geneva, November 8, 2011. A six-minute documentary drawing a dark picture of 
the situation of human rights defenders in the Eastern Europe and Central Asia is 
being released today by the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights 
Defenders, a joint programme of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) 
and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), in a context where human rights 
defenders are confronted to increasing repression. 
 
The trial against Mr. Ales Bialiatski, FIDH Vice-President and President of the Human 
Rights Center “Viasna” (Belarus), currently arbitrarily detained in relation with his human 
rights activities, is presently taking place in Minsk. In many States of the Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia region, human rights defenders are facing similar harsh repression: obstacles to 
freedoms of assembly and association, hindrances to NGO registration, criminalisation of 
unregistered organisations, obstacles of access to funding, judicial harassment and arbitrary 
detentions.  
 

The documentary available in Russian, English, French and Spanish. 
 

 

 

RUSSIAN 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xm74ml_o
bs-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-human-
rights-defenders-under-pressure-
russian_news 
 
ENGLISH  
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xlzzbo_ob
s-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-human-
rights-defenders-under-pressure-
english_news  
 
SPANISH  
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xm1kb2_o
bs-europa-del-este-y-asia-central-
defensores-de-derechos-humanos-bajo-
presion-spanish_news  
 
FRENCH  
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xm6pi2_ob
s-europe-de-l-est-et-asie-centrale-
defenseurs-des-droits-de-l-homme-sous-
pression-french_news 

 
Human rights defenders interviewed in the framework of demonstrations in support of Mr. 
Ales Bialiatski and other human rights defenders of the region outline the restrictive 
environment in which they operate, and the main trends of repression they are confronted to. 
 

Contacts: 

• FIDH : Karine Appy / Arthur Manet: + 33 1 43 55 25 18  
• OMCT : Delphine Reculeau: + 41 22 809 49 39 


