
)GPGXCŨU� LWUVKEG� U[UVGO� JCU� EQPFGOPGFǡ 'TYKP�
5RGTKUGP�HQT���ǡOWTFGTU��6JG�HQTOGT�)WCVGOCNCP�%JKGH�
QH�2QNKEG�YCU�HQWPF�IWKNV[�QH�GZVTCLWFKEKCN�OWTFGTU�CPF�
UGPVGPEGF� VQǡ NKHG� KORTKUQPOGPV�� (QT� VJG� 0)1U� VJCV�
FGPQWPEGF�JKU�CEVKQPU��LWUVKEG�JCU�PQY�DGGP�FQPG�CPF�
VJKU� ECUG�YKNN� UVCPF� CU� CP� GZCORNG� KP� VJG� EQPVKPWKPI�
ƒIJV�CICKPUV�KORWPKV[�HQT�5VCVG�ETKOGU�

On 12 May 2015 at 17.00 hours (UTC +2), the Criminal 
Division of the Court of Justice passed its verdict and 
HQWPF�'TYKP�5RGTKUGP�IWKNV[�QH���ǡOWTFGTU��6JG�UGPVGPEG�
YCU� RCUUGF� KP� )GPGXCŨUǡ 2CNCKU� FG� ,WUVKEG�� 6JG� HQTOGT�
%JKGH� QH� )WCVGOCNCŨU� 0CVKQPCN� %KXKN� 2QNKEG� 
20%�� YCU�
found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment for 
��ǡOWTFGTU�VJCV�QEEWTTGF�YJKNG�JKU�HQTEGU�YGTG�TGICKPKPI�
EQPVTQN�QH�2CXQP�RTKUQP�KP�)WCVGOCNC�KP�������#U�QRRQUGF�
VQǡVJG�KPKVKCN�VTKCN��VJG�CRRGCN�LWFIGU�CNUQ�EQPFGOPGFǡ/T��
5RGTKUGP� HQTǡ RCTVKEKRCVKPI� KP� VJG� GZGEWVKQPU� QH� VJG� k'N�
+PƒGTPKVQz�RTKUQP�GUECRGGU��'TYKP�5RGTKUGPŨU�EQPXKEVKQP�
follows those of several other individuals also sentenced 
for the same crimes to long prison terms in Guatemala.

(QT�VJG�0)1U��EQPƒTOCVKQP�QH�/T��5RGTKUGPŨU�EQPXKEVKQP�
by the Swiss courts sends a strong signal that State 
crimes cannot go unpunished. They have unanimously 
welcomed the result:

Bettina Ryser, Secretary General of ACAT-Suisse: 
k�9G�YGNEQOG�VJG�EQWTCIG�QH�VJG�)WCVGOCNCP�YKVPGUUGU��
victims and NGOs in denouncing the atrocities 

committed. This conviction shows that, despite all the 
obstacles, their efforts are gradually bearing fruit and 
VJG[�OWUV�EQPVKPWG�VQ�FGHGPF�VJG�TWNG�QH�NCY��z

Philip Grant, Director of TRIAL (Track Impunity 
Always)��k�6JG�UGPVGPEG�RCUUGF�KU�RTQQH�VJCV�VJG�LWUVKEG�
system is able to prove the involvement of the State and 
its representatives in serious human rights violations, 
CPF�DTKPI�VJGO�VQ�LWUVKEG��9G�JQRG�VJCV�'TYKP�5RGTKUGPŨU�
EQPXKEVKQP�YKNN�UGV�CP�GZCORNG��RCTVKEWNCTN[�VQ�VJG�5RCPKUJ�
authorities, who must now prosecute his immediate 
superior, former minister Carlos Vielman, for the same 
CEVU��z

Gerald Staberock, Director of OMCT�� k� 6JKU� FGEKUKQP�
sends a clear signal to the Guatemalan authorities, who 
must do everything in their power to guarantee victims 
CEEGUU� VQ� KORCTVKCN� LWUVKEG� CPF� VQ� RWV� CP� GPF� VQ� VJG�
GPFGOKE� KORWPKV[� VJCV� KU� GPLQ[GF� D[� VQTVWTGTU� CPF� VJG�
RGTRGVTCVQTU�QH�UGTKQWU�JWOCP�TKIJVU�XKQNCVKQPU��z

Chantal Woodtli and Claude Reymond of the CGAS: 
k� 6JG� KORWPKV[� VJCV� JCU� VQQ� NQPI� DGGP� GPLQ[GF� D[�
the ruling class in Guatemala has been overturned. 
6JKU�FGEKUKQP� KU� GXKFGPEG�QH� VJKU�� CU�CTG� VJG� UKIPKƒECPV�
demonstrations that have taken place to demand Vice-
2TGUKFGPV�$CNFGVVKŨU�TGOQXCN�HTQO�QHƒEG�HQT�KPXQNXGOGPV�
KP�EQTTWRVKQP�ECUGU��z

&RQͤUPDWLRQ�RI�(UZLQ�6SHULVHQ̵V�FRQYLFWLRQ�
D�YLFWRU\�IRU�WKH�ͤJKW�DJDLQVW�LPSXQLW\
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#�VTKCN�YCU�JGNF�HTQO����/C[�VQ���,WPG������DGHQTG�)GPGXCŨU�%TKOKPCN�%QWTV��YJKEJ�KU�EQORQUGF�QH�UGXGP�LWFIGU��
Some 15 witnesses were called to testify during two weeks of hearings. His lawyers appealed and Erwin Sperisen 
YCU�TGVTKGF�D[�)GPGXCŨU�%TKOKPCN�%QWTV�HTQO���VQ���/C[�������YKVJQWV�CP[�YKVPGUUGU�DGKPI�JGCTF��6JG�XGTFKEV�QH�VJKU�
second hearing was made known on 12 May 2015. Mr. Sperisen may still appeal to the Federal Court but any hearing 
will only consider issues of possible violations of the law or arbitrary evaluations of the facts.

�PROCEDURE AND ARREST
 
Ű� 0GCTN[�GKIJV�[GCTU�CIQ��C�EQCNKVKQP�QH�0)1U�FGPQWPEGF�'TYKP�5RGTKUGP�VQ�VJG�LWFKEKCN�CWVJQTKVKGU�HQT�CVTQEKVKGU�

EQOOKVVGF�DGVYGGP������CPF�������6JKU�EQCNKVKQP�QH�0)1U�ECORCKIPGF�VKTGNGUUN[�DGHQTG�)GPGXCŨU�RTQUGEWVKPI�
CWVJQTKVKGU�HQT�CP�KPXGUVKICVKQP�KPVQ�VJKU�FWCN�5YKUU�)WCVGOCNCP�PCVKQPCN�YJQ�NKXGF�KP�)GPGXC��#P�CTTGUV�YCTTCPV�
YCU�CNUQ�KUUWGF�HQT�JKO�D[�)WCVGOCNC��1P����#WIWUV�������QP�VJG�QTFGTU�QH�)GPGXCŨU�)GPGTCN�#VVQTPG[��'TYKP�
5RGTKUGP�YCU�ƒPCNN[�CTTGUVGF�

Ű� #U� C� 5YKUU� EKVK\GP�� 'TYKP� 5RGTKUGP� EQWNF� PQV� DG� GZVTCFKVGF� VQ� )WCVGOCNC� DGECWUG� VJG� (GFGTCN� %QPUVKVWVKQP�
RTGXGPVU�5YKV\GTNCPF�HTQO�GZVTCFKVKPI� KVU�QYP�EKVK\GPU��5YKV\GTNCPF� KU�QDNKIGF�VQ�VT[�VJGO�GXGP� KH� VJGKT�ETKOGU�
have been committed abroad. The Canton of Geneva alone was therefore competent to investigate the case.

Ű� &WTKPI� VJG� RTGNKOKPCT[� JGCTKPIU�� /T�� 5RGTKUGP� YCU� JGCTF� ��� VKOGU� D[� )GPGXCŨU� #VVQTPG[� )GPGTCN�� (QWTVGGP�
witnesses travelled from France, Guatemala and Spain and four rogatory commissions (international legal 
CUUKUVCPEG� TGSWGUVU�� YGTG� UGPV� VQ� #WUVTKC�� 5RCKP� CPF� )WCVGOCNC�� 6JG� KPXGUVKICVKQP� EQPXKPEGF� VJG� )GPGXC�
2TQUGEWVQT�QH�'TYKP�5RGTKUGPŨU�ETKOKPCN�TGURQPUKDKNKV[��+P�,CPWCT[�������JG�FGEKFGF�VQ�DTKPI�VJG�CEEWUGF�DGHQTG�
Geneva’s Criminal Court for the murder of 10 people.

 CONTEXT

Guatemala is a country marked by considerable violence committed both by gangs and by the authorities, which 
JCXG�VQQ�NQPI�EQJCDKVGF�YKVJ�QTICPKUGF�ETKOG�CPF�KIPQTGF�VJG�TWNG�QH�NCY��#PF�[GV�VJG�5VCVG�JCU�C�%QPUVKVWVKQP�CPF�
NCYU�� CPF� KV� JCU� TCVKƒGF� KPVGTPCVKQPCN� EQPXGPVKQPU� HQT� VJG� RTQVGEVKQP� QH� JWOCP� TKIJVU�� #U� KP� 5YKV\GTNCPF�� PGKVJGT�
murder nor the death penalty are permitted, and nor is the murder of prisoners. Members of the police force are there 
VQ�GPUWTG�VJCV�VJG�NCY�KU�WRJGNF�CPF�VJG[�FQ�PQV�JCXG�CP[�TKIJV�VQ�NKHG�QT�FGCVJ�QXGT�VJGKT�HGNNQY�EKVK\GPU��5GXGTCN�QVJGT�
KPFKXKFWCNU�KPXQNXGF�KP�VJG�UCOG�CEVU�JCXG�CNUQ�DGGP�DTQWIJV�VQ�LWUVKEG�

Ű� Victor Soto Diéguez��HQTOGT�%JKGH�QH�20%�+PXGUVKICVKQPU��UGPVGPEGF�VQ�C����[GCT�RTKUQP�VGTO�KP�,CPWCT[������

Ű� Axel Arnoldo Martínez Arriaza and Víctor Manuel Ramos Molina��DQVJ�HQTOGT�OGODGTU�QH�VJG�20%�+PXGUVKICVKQPU�
Team, sentenced to a 25-year prison term.

Ű� Javier Figueroa��'TYKP�5RGTKUGPŨU�HQTOGT�TKIJV�JCPF�OCP��YCU�CESWKVVGF�D[�C�LWT[�KP�#WUVTKC�KP�������*KU�DTQVJGT�
Aldo Stéfano Figueroa Díaz was sentenced to a 15-year prison term in Guatemala.

Ű� Carlos Vielman��HQTOGT�/KPKUVGT�QH�VJG�+PVGTKQT��KU�UVKNN�CYCKVKPI�VTKCN�KP�5RCKP��#EEQTFKPI�VQ�QWT�UQWTEGU��VJKU�VTKCN�
EQWNF�VCMG�RNCEG�KP�/CFTKF�YKVJKP�VJG�PGZV�HGY�OQPVJU��DGHQTG�VJG�%TKOKPCN�%QWTV�
5CNC�FG�NQ�2GPCN�FG�NC�#WFKGPEKC�
Nacional).

Contact
%JNQȌ�$+6610�+�*GCF�QH�%QOOWPKECVKQPU�64+#.
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