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anonymous applications     2.2.1(a), 2.6.3

duplication     1.2.3(a), 2.2.2(c)

exhaustion, see exhaustion of domestic remedies

fourth instance formula     2.2.1(c)(ii)

jurisdiction, see jurisdiction of the Commission 

manifestly groundless or out of order      1.2.3(a), 2.2.2(d)

timeliness     1.2.3(a), 2.2.2(b)

advisory opinions, see jurisdiction of the Court

American Convention on Human Rights 1.1, 1.2.1-1.2.2, 1.2.3(a),
1.2.3(c), 1.3, 2.1, 2.2.1-2.2.2, 2.4, 3.1-3.6

Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the
Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (“Protocol of San
Salvador”)     1.1

communications under, see communications

State responsibility, see State responsibility

American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man 1.1, 1.2.2(a), 1.2.3,
2.7, 3.1, 3.3.11, 3.4.1

communications under, see communications

State responsibility, see State responsibility

arrest and interrogation, see detention and humane treatment

B

burden of proof 2.2.2(a), 2.4.3, 3.3.3



in the establishment of facts     2.4.3, 3.3.3

in the exhaustion of domestic remedies     2.2.2(a)

presumptions     2.4.3, 3.3.3

C

Charter, see Organization of American States

children 1.2.2(a), 3.2.2-3.2.3, 3.3.6, 3.5.3, 3.6.1

aggravated State responsibility     3.6.1

detention with adults     3.3.6

dignity of     3.2.3

intensity of suffering of     3.2.2

reparation     3.5.3

reports on rights of     1.2.2(a)

Commission, see Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

communications to the Commission 1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), IIff

admissibility, see admissibility

anonymous filing, see admissibility criteria

compliance with decisions     1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(c)

confidentiality     2.2.1(a), 2.5.1-2.5.2, 2.6.3

evidence, see evidence

final report     1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), II, 2.5.2

findings and recommendations     1.2.1-1.2.3(c), II, 2.1.1, 2.3, 3.6.1

follow-up procedures     1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b)

friendly settlement     1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), II, 2.1.1, 2.3, 2.5.2, 2.6

hearings, see hearings before the Commission

inter-State complaints     1.2.1, 1.3.1, 2.2.1

jurisdiction, see jurisdiction of the Commission

merits     1.2.3(a), 2.1, 2.1.3, 2.2.1(c), 2.2.2(d), 2.3, 2.4-2.4.4, 2.5.2, 2.7,
IIIff

precautionary measures, see precautionary measures

procedure IIff
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when to file     2.2.2(a)-2.2.2(b)

where to file     2.1.1
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requests for information     1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), 2.1.1

Secretariat and Executive Secretary decisions     1.2.3(a), 2.1.1, 2.2, 2.3,
2.7

structure of communication     2.1.2

submission by Commission to Court     1.2.3(a), 1.3.1

time limits     1.2.3(a), II, 2.1.3, 2.2, 2.2.1(e), 2.2.2(b)

under the American Convention     1.2.3-1.2.3(a), 1.2.1, 2.2.1(b)-2.2.1(c)

under the American Declaration     1.2.3, 1.2.3(b), 1.2.1, 2.2.1(b)-2.2.1(c),
3.4.1

communications to the Court 1.3ff, IIff

Court judgments     1.3.1

evidence, see evidence

hearings, see hearings before the Court

inter-State complaints     1.3.1

jurisdiction, see jurisdiction of the Court

provisional measures, see provisional measures

referral by Commission     1.2.3(a), 1.3.1

time limits     II

who may file     1.3.1

compensation, see reparation

complaints, see communications

Convention, see American Convention on Human Rights 

Convention of Belém do Pará 1.1, 3.1, 3.6.3

corporal punishment 3.3.1

costs, see reparation

Court, see Inter-American Court of Human Rights

cruel treatment and punishment, see humane treatment



D

death penalty 1.1, 2.2.1(c)(i), 2.7, 3.2.3, 3.3.4, 3.3.11

decisions

Commission, see communications to the Commission

Court, see communications to the Court

Declaration, see American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man 

degrading treatment and punishment, see humane treatment

deportation, see expulsion

detention 2.2.2(a)(iii), 3.3.11, 3.5.1, 3.5.3

conditions of     2.7, 3.2.3, 3.3.6, 3.3.11, 3.5.3

incommunicado     2.7, 3.2.3, 3.3.3, 3.3.7, 3.3.9

solitary confinement     3.3.8

unlawful     3.3.9

disappearances 1.1, 1.2.2(a), 2.2.1(c)(1), 2.2.1(e), 2.2.2(a), 2.4.3, 3.3.3-
3.3.4, 3.3.8, 3.3.11

domestic remedies, see exhaustion of domestic remedies

due process, see exhaustion of domestic remedies

E

establishment of facts, see evidence and burden of proof

evidence 1.2.3(a), 1.3.1, II, 2.1.1, 2.2.2(d), 2.3-2.4, 3.3.2, 3.3.9

admissibility of     2.4.2, 2.4.4

circumstantial     2.4.3-2.4.4, 3.3.3, 3.3.9

Commission hearings, see hearings before the Commission

Court consideration of evidence adduced before the Commission     1.3.1

Court hearings, see hearings before the Court

Court’s motu propio gathering of additional evidence     2.4.4

documents recommended     2.4.1-2.4.2

documents required     2.2.2(d), 2.4.1

examination of     1.3.1, 2.4.3-2.4.4

failure to provide requested evidence     2.4.3
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initial submission limitation     2.4.4

obtained through ill-treatment     3.4, 3.4.2

weight of evidence     1.3.1, 2.2.1(c)(ii), 2.4.3

witnesses     2.4.2

exhaustion of domestic remedies 1.2.1, 1.2.3(a), 2.1.3, 2.2-2.2.2(b), 3.5.2

access to domestic remedies     2.2.2(a)(ii)

“adequate and effective” 2.2.2(a)

burden of proof     2.2.2(a)

due process     2.2.2(a)(i)

exceptions generally     2.2.2(a) 

filing complaint before remedies exhausted     2.2.2(a)(iii)

rationale behind     2.2.2(a)

unwarranted delay     2.2.2(a)(iii)

expulsion, see non-refoulement

extradition, see non-refoulement

extrajudicial executions 1.2.2(a), 3.3.3-3.3.5, 3.3.8, 3.3.10, 3.6.2

F

family members 2.6.3, 3.3.2, 3.3.4, 3.3.7, 3.5.2-3.5.3

financial assistance 2.6.2

force, excessive use of 3.2.3, 3.3.1, 3.3.10

friendly settlement, see communications

G

H

hearings before the Commission 1.2.3(b), 2.3, 2.4.2, 2.5.1, 2.6.3

hearings before the Court 1.3.1, 2.3, 2.4.2, 2.4.4, 2.6.3   

humane treatment, right to 2.2.2(a), 2.4.3, 3.1-3.2, 3.3.2, 3.3.4-3.3.6,
3.3.10-3.3.11

absolute nature     3.1



cruel treatment and punishment     2.4.3, 2.7, 3.1-3.2, 3.2.2, 3.3.3-3.3.4,
3.3.6-3.3.11, 3.4-3.4.2, 3.5ff

degrading treatment and punishment     2.4.3, 2.7, 3.1-3.2.2, 3.3-3.3.1,
3.3.3-3.3.4, 3.3.6-3.3.11, 3.4-3.4.2, 3.5ff

inhuman treatment and punishment     2.4.3, 2.7, 3.1-3.2, 3.2.2-3.3.4, 3.3.6-
3.3.11, 3.4-3.4.2, 3.5ff

intensity     3.2.2

other prohibitions     3.4ff

psychological suffering     3.1, 3.2.1, 3.3.1-3.3.7, 3.4.2

“respect for the inherent dignity of the human person” 3.1-3.2, 3.2.2-
3.2.3, 3.3.1-3.3.2, 3.3.6, 3.3.9-3.3.11, 3.5.1, 3.5.3

specific acts or situations     3.3ff

suffering of family members     3.3.4, see also family

torture     1.2.2(a), 2.2.1(e), 2.4.3, 2.7, 3.1-3.2.2, 3.3-3.3.6, 3.3.8-3.3.9,
3.4ff, 3.5ff, 3.6.2

Torture Convention, see Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish 

I

inadmissibility, see admissibility

inherent dignity of the human person, see humane treatment

inhuman treatment and punishment, see humane treatment

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 1.1, 1.2.1-1.2.3(c), 1.3.1-
1.3.2, IIff, 3.1, 3.2.1-3.2.3, 3.3, 3.3.2-3.3.11, 3.4.1-3.4.2, 3.5ff, 3.6ff

communications to, see communications

composition     1.2.1

hearings, see hearings before the Commission

jurisdiction, see jurisdiction of the Commission 

on-site visits     1.2.2(b) 

powers and functions     1.1, 1.2.1-1.2.3, 1.3.1-1.3.2, 3.6.1

recommendations of     1.2.1-1.2.2(a), 1.2.3-1.2.3(c), II, 2.1.1, 2.3, 3.6.1

reports     1.2.1, 1.2.2(a)-1.2.2(b), 1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), II, 2.5.2

Rules of Procedure     1.2.1, 1.2.2(a)-1.2.2(b), 1.2.3(a)-1.2.3(b), 2.1.1-
2.1.3, 2.2, 2.2.1(a), 2.2.2(a)-2.2.2(b), 2.2.2(d), 2.3, 2.4.2, 2.6.3, 2.7
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Special Rapporteurs     1.2.2(b)-1.2.2(c)

Statute     1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.2(a)-1.2.2(b), 1.2.3(a)

Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture 1.1,
2.2.1(c)(i), 3.1-3.2.2, 3.3.2, 3.3.8-3.3.9, 3.4.1-3.4.2, 3.5ff

Inter-American Court of Human Rights  1.1, 1.2.1, 1.3ff, II, 2.2, 2.2.1(a),
2.2.1(c)(i), 2.2.1(d)-2.2.1(e), 2.2.2(a)(iii), 2.2.2(d), 2.3, 2.4.1-2.4.4,
2.5.2, 2.6.2-2.7, 3.1, 3.2.1-3.2.3, 3.3ff, 3.4.1-3.4.2, 3.5ff, 3.6ff

advisory opinions, see jurisdiction of the Court

deliberations     2.3, 2.4.2-2.4.4

hearings, see hearings before the Court

judgments     1.3.1, 2.3, 2.5.2

judges and composition     1.3

jurisdiction, see jurisdiction of the Court

President of     2.7

referrals to    1.2.3-1.2.3(c), 1.3.1-1.3.2, 2.1.1, 2.2.1(a)-2.2.1(c)(i), 2.2.1(e),
2.5.2, 2.7

Rules of Procedure     2.3, 2.4.2, 2.4.4, 2.6.3, 2.7

interim measures, see precautionary measures and provisional measures

J

judges, see Inter-American Court of Human Rights

jurisdiction of the Commission 1.2.1, 1.2.3, 1.2.3(b), 2.2-2.2.1(e), 2.2.2(a),
2.7, 3.6.1

communications under the American Convention     1.2.3, 1.2.3(b), see
also communications

communications under the American Declaration     1.2.3, 1.2.3(b), see
also communications

ratione loci 2.2, 2.2.1(d)

ratione materiae 2.2, 2.2.1(c)

ratione personae 2.2-2.2.1(b)

ratione temporis 2.2, 2.2.1(e)

jurisdiction of the Court 1.1, 1.2.3(b), 1.3, 2.2ff, 3.6.1

advisory     1.1, 1.3.2



contentious     1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.3, 1.3.1, 2.1.1, 2.2ff

State acceptance of Court’s contentious jurisdiction     1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.3,
1.3.1, 2.1.1, 2.2.1(b), 2.2.1(e)

jurisprudence 2.2.2(a)(iii), 2.2.2(d), 2.4.3, 3.2, 3.2.3, 3.3ff, 3.4ff, 3.5ff

Commission     2.2.2(a)(iii), 2.2.2(d), 3.2.3, 3.3ff, 3.4.2, 3.5ff

Court     2.2.2(a)(iii), 2.2.2(d), 3.2.3, 3.3ff, 3.4.2, 3.5ff

other international human rights bodies     2.2.2(a)(iii), 2.4.3, 3.2.2, 3.3.2,
3.3.5

K

L

legal aid, see financial assistance

legal representation 1.3.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.3, 2.2.1(a), 2.6.1

M

N

non-refoulement 3.4-3.4.1

non-State actors, see State responsibility

O

on-site visits, see Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Organization of American States 1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.2(b), 2.7 

Charter and protocols     1.1, 1.2.3, 1.2.3(c), 2.7

General Assembly     1.1, 1.2.1-1.2.2(b), 1.2.3(b), 1.3, 2.2, 2.5.2

Organs     1.1, 1.2ff, 1.3ff, see also Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights and Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Member States     1.1, 1.2.1-1.2.2(c), 1.2.3-1.2.3(a), 1.2.3(c), 1.3.2,
2.2.1(a)-2.2.1(b)
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P

petitions, see communications

power of attorney, see legal representation

precautionary measures 1.2.3(b), 2.5.2, 2.7

prison conditions, see detention

private (non-State) actors, see State responsibility

proceedings of the Commission, see Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights

proceedings of the Court, see Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

provisional measures 1.2.1, 1.2.3(c), 1.3.1, 2.7

punishment, see humane treatment and corporal punishment

Q

R

rape 3.3.1-3.3.2, 3.3.5

refoulement, see non-refoulement

reparation 1.3.1, 3.3.4, 3.5, 3.5.3, 3.6.1, 3.6.3

costs and expenses     1.3.1

non-pecuniary damages     3.5.3

pecuniary damages     3.5.3

phase     1.3.1, 2.6.2

reports, see Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Rules of Procedure of the Commission, see Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights

Rules of Procedure of the Court, see Inter-American Court of Human Rights

S

solitary confinement, see detention

Special Rapporteurs, see Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

standard of proof 2.2.1(c)(i), 2.2.2(d), 2.4.3, 3.2.2-3.2.3



State responsibility 2.2.1(b), 2.2.1(c)(ii), 2.2.2(a), 2.4.3, 3.2.3, 3.3.6, 3.5ff,
3.6ff

acts and omissions     2.4.3, 3.6.2

attribution of     3.6ff

due diligence     3.6.3

duty to investigate and punish     3.5.2

duty to prevent     3.2.3, 3.3.6, 3.5.1

duty to respect and ensure     3.5ff

non-State actors     3.5.2, 3.6.1, 3.6.2-3.6.3

T

threats 2.7, 3.3.4-3.3.5, 3.3.11, 3.6.3

torture, see humane treatment 

Torture Convention, see Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish
Torture and United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

treaties 1.1, 1.2.1, 1.3.2, II, 2.2.1(c)(i), 2.2.1(d)-2.2.1(e), 2.4.1, 3.1, 3.2.1,
3.3.11, 3.5.3, 3.6.1

U

United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 3.2.1

V

W

Y

Z

168

THE PROHIBITION OF TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT IN THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM
A HANDBOOK FOR VICTIMS AND THEIR ADVOCATES



169

About the Authors

Claudia Martin is Professorial Lecturer in Residence at American University
Washington College of Law and Co-Director of the Academy on Human
Rights and Humanitarian Law. She holds a law degree from the University of
Buenos Aires (Argentina) and an LL.M. from American University
Washington College of Law. She specializes in international law, internation-
al and comparative human rights law and inter-American human rights law. 

Diego Rodríguez-Pinzón is Professorial Lecturer in Residence and Co-
Director of the Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law at
American University, Washington College of Law. He teaches courses in the
fields of international law and human rights law. He holds a law degree (J.D.)
from the Universidad de Los Andes in Colombia, a Masters degree (LL.M.)
from American University Washington College of Law and a doctoral degree
(S.J.D.) from George Washington University Law School. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY



173

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Buergenthal, Thomas. “The Advisory Practice of the Inter-American Human
Rights Court.” 79 Am. J. Int’l L. 1 (1985).

—-. “The Revised OAS Charter and the Protection of Human Rights.” 69 Am.
J. Int’l L. 828 (1975).

Buergenthal, Thomas, Dinah Shelton, and David P. Stewart. International
Human Rights in a Nutshell. 1st ed. St. Paul, Minnesota: West
Publishing, 1988. 

Center for Justice and International Law. “Un-kept promises: The implemen-
tation of the decisions of the Commission and the Court.” Gaceta no.
10.

Coomaraswamy, Radhika. Report of the Special Rapporteur on Violence
against Women, Its Causes and Consequences. U.N. Doc.
E/CN.4/1998/54. United Nations, January 26, 1998.

Farer, Tom. “The Rise of the Inter-American Human Rights Regime: No
Longer a Unicorn, Not Yet an Ox.” 19 Hum. Rts. Q. 510 (1997).

Goldman, Robert K. “History and Action: The Inter-American Human Rights
System and the Role of the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights.” Hum. Rts. Q., forthcoming.

—-. “The Protection of Human Rights in the Americas: Past Present and
Future.” New York University Center for International Studies Policy
Papers 5.2 (1972).

Grossman, Dean Claudio. “Message by Dean Claudio Grossman, President of
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, in the Inaugural
Session of the 95th Ordinary Term of the IACHR Sessions.” The Future
of the Inter-American System of Protection of Human Rights. Eds. Juan
E. Mendez and Francisco Cox. San Jose: Inter-American Institute of
Human Rights, 1998.

Henkin, Louis, Gerald L. Neuman, Diane F. Orentlicher, and David W.
Leebron. Human Rights. New York, NY: Foundation Press, Inc., 1999.

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Annual Report of the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights 1994. OEA/Ser.L/V.88 Doc.
9 rev. 1., February 17, 1995.

—-. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 1997.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.98 Doc. 6. rev., April 13, 1998.



—-. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 2004.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.122 Doc. 5 rev. 1., February 23, 2005.

—-. Fifth Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Guatemala.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.111 Doc. 21 rev., April 6, 2001.

—-. Fourth Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Guatemala.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.83 Doc. 16 rev., June 1, 1993.

—-. Haiti: Failed Justice or the Rule of Law? Challenges Ahead for Haiti and
the International Community. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.123 Doc. 6 rev. 1.,
October 26, 2005.

—-. “IACHR Calls for Greater International Action in Haiti.” Press Release
16/05. Washington, D.C., April 22, 2005.

—-. “IACHR Calls for Immediate Measures to Quell Unprecedented Violence
in Haiti.” Press Release 29/05. Washington, D.C., July 22, 2005.

—-. “IACHR Completes Visit to Haiti.” Press Release 19/04. Washington,
D.C., September 7, 2004.

—-. Report on the Demobilization Process in Colombia. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.120
Doc. 60, December 13, 2004.

—-. Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Dominican Republic.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.104 Doc. 49 rev. 1, October 7, 1999.

—-. Report on the Situation of Human Rights of Asylum Seekers Within the
Canadian Refugee Determination System. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.106 Doc.
40 rev., February 28, 2000. 

—-. Report on the Situation of Human Rights, Peru. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.83 Doc.
31, March 12, 1993.

—-. Report on the Work Accomplished during its Twentieth Session, December
2-12, 1968. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.20 Doc. 33, May 2, 1969.

—-. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Colombia.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.84 Doc. 39 rev., October 14, 1993.

—-. Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Peru.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.106 Doc. 59 rev., June 2, 2000.

—-. Special Report on the Human Rights Situation at the Challapalca Prison,
Department of Tacna, Republic of Peru. OEA/Ser.L/V/II.118 Doc. 3,
October 9, 2003.

174

THE PROHIBITION OF TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT IN THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM
A HANDBOOK FOR VICTIMS AND THEIR ADVOCATES



175

BIBLIOGRAPHY

—-. Third Report on the Human Rights Situation in Colombia.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.102 Doc. 9 rev. 1, February 26, 1999.

—-. Third Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Paraguay.
OEA/Ser.L/V/II.110 Doc. 52, March 9, 2001.

Medina Quiroga, Cecilia. The Battle for Human Rights: Gross, Systematic
Violations of Human Rights and the Inter-American System. The
Hague: Kluwer Law International,1988.

Padilla, David. “The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the
Organization of American States: A Case Study.” 9 Am. U. J. Int’l L. &
Pol’y 95 (1993).

Pasqualucci, Jo M. The practice and procedure of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2003.

Santoscoy, Bertha. La Commission interaméricaine des droits de l’homme et
le développement de sa compétence par le système des pétitions indi-
viduelles. Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 1995.

Standaert, Patricia E. “The Friendly Settlement of Human Rights Abuses in
the Americas.” 9 Duke J. Comp. & Int’l L. 519 (1999). 


	Index
	About the Authors
	Bibliography



