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Introduction

Thisreport presentsan overview of the current situation of dan-
ger that human rights defendersfacein Espirito Santo State, Brazil.
The document isthe result of on-site research carried out during mis-
sonsto Espirito Santoin Juneand July 2002 by Globa Justice Center
staff members James Cavalaro, Sandra Carvalho, Sven Hilbig and
Jeffrey Zinsmeister. Thereport wastrandated from Portugueseinto
Englishby Adrian Alvarez, Joss Opie, and Jeffrey Zinsmeister. Lay-
out and production were done by Sandra Luiz Alves and Jeffrey
Zingmeder.

The report focuses on the threets, intimidation, and ingtitutional
pressurethat civil society representatives and public authoritiesre-
sponsible for law enforcement have suffered as a consequence of
their defense of fundamental rightsand therule of law.

Thisreport on human rights defendersis part of the permanent
efforts of the Human Rights Defender s Program, created by the
Global Justice Center in 2001. At theend of thisreport, we provide
additiond informeation about this program.

Originaly, the aim of thisreport wasto assist the work of the
Subcommission designated by the Minidry of Justice sHuman Rights
Council (Conselho de Defesa dos Direitos da Pessoa Humana,
CDDPH) to evaluate the need for federal intervention in Espirito
Santo. In addition, the Global Justice Center forwarded an English
copy of an earlier version of that report (drafted in Portuguese) to the
Specia Representative of the United Nations Secretary Genera on
Human Rights Defenders, HinaJilani, to inform her about rightsvio-
lations and threats faced by human rights defendersin Espirito Santo.

Thereport does not include information about anumber of prior
cases aready known to the CDDPH, such as that of the lawyer
Marcelo Denadai, murdered in April 2002, nor that of hissister and
fellow attorney Maria Aparecida Denadai (currently facing death
threats and other forms of intimidation), nor those of other human
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rights defenderskilled over the past severa years. Rather, thefocus
of thisreport ison those currently engaged in the defense of funda-
mental rightsand who facerisksto their physica integrity, retdiatory
action by organized crimefactions, andinternd ingtitutiona pressures
to ceasetheir work.

Among those covered in thisreport are members of the Office
of the Public Prosecutor, the Judiciary, and the Police, as well as
authorities of the Executive and the Legidature, as well asrights
activigsfrom civil society.

By publishing thisreport, the Globa Justice Center seeksto di-
rect the attention of the competent federa authorities, aswell asna
tiona and international public opinion, to the serious violations and
threatsto the physica and mord integrity of thosethat defend human
rightsin Espirito Santo. This report is dedicated to the memory of
those who have been killed in the state for their defense of these
principles, as well as those who continue the struggle for the ad-
vancement of fundamentd rights of their fellow citizensin Espirito
Santo.

Background: The Current Human Rights
Crisis in Espirito Santo

Espirito Santo isarelatively small state located in southeastern
Brazil between Rio de Janeiro and Bahia. Inthelast threeyears, the
state hasled the nation in serious crimes against the person. Violent
crimehas spiraled out of control, even according to the state’ sofficia
datisticsthat many activistsbelieve may biased or even manipul ated.
According to arecent government report, the number of violent desths
in Espirito Santo rose from 70.99 per 100,000 in 1997 to 90.72 per
100,000in2001.*

Moretroubling isthe pervasive presence of organized crimina

1Request for Federal Intervention, submitted by Rubens Approbato Machado, to the
Federal Minister of Justice and the President of the Human Rights Council of the
Justice Ministry (Conselho dos Direitos de Pessoa Humana do Ministério da Justica,
CDDPH), May 20, 2002
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activity throughout the stateand in all levels of the state adminis-
tration. According to the Federa Bar Association of Brazil (Ordem
dosAdvogadosdo Brasil, OAB), the preva ence of organized crime
isrespons blefor theextremely highincidence of contracted murders
andkillingsof gtreet childreninthe state. The OAB also reportsthat
intheoverwheming mgority of homicides, Sateauthoritieshavefaled
on aroutine basisto perform seriousinvestigations or to locate those
responsible due to pressure from organized crime.

Thereach of thisorganized crimeisnot confined to committing
crimes, but also extendsinto all three branches of the state govern-
ment. Themost feared and deadly crimind organization inthe dateis
the Scuderie Detetive Le Coq (SDL C) which countsamong itsmem-
bers*hundreds of civil, military, and federd police, judicid officids,
legidativerepresentatives, lavyers. . .adminigrativeofficids, prosecu-
tors, and even judges, politicians, businessmen, [and] merchants,”?
uses police resources, and isfinanced by state business concerns.?

Asincredible asit may sound, the SDLC isa legally recog-
nized organizationin Brazl. Legd action by the Federd Office of
the Public Prosecutor seeking the dissolution of the SDL.C based on
the involvement of its members in dozens of homicides and other
crimeshaslanguished for dmost six yearsin stateand federa courts.
The SDLC soperationsinclude socid cleansng” (aeuphemismfor
killing street childrenin Vitoria), extortion and other formsof corrup-
tion, aswell asmurder for hire and illegal weapons production and
digtribution. For example, according to the OAB-ES, oneformer State
Secretary of Public Safety, Dr. Jose Rezense de Andrade, attributed
hisresignation for the state’ stop law enforcement post becauise state
authoritiesforbade him to act againgt the heads of organized crime.

A statewide commission established to investigate organized
crimein Espirito Santoin 1992 found the SDL C responsiblefor crimes
including politically-motivated execution-style murders. Then-gover-

2 |bid. p. 16.
3 |bid. See also FronT LINE AND THE GLoBAL JusTice CENTER, FRONT LINE BRAZIL: M URDERS,
DeArH THREATS AND OTHER FORMS OF INTIMIDATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS, 1997-2001 69

(Rio de Janeiro and Dublin, 2002).
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nor Albuino Azeredo dissolved the commissionin 1994 rather than
follow itsrecommendations. Nevertheless, the CDDPH followed up
on the State commission’ seffortsthat same year and issued abroad
condemnation of organized crimind activitiesin the state dong with
forty recommendationsto various State authorities.

These recommendations have changed littlein Espirito Santo.
For those who sat on the State commission, however, the repercus-
sions of speaking out have been great.

On April 15, 2002, Commisson member Joaquim Marcelo
Denadai—who was monitoring the activity of the SDLC—was shot
and killed a point-blank range in Vitéria. Civil Police Investigator
Francisco Badenes has been placed in thefederal witness protection
program after the SDLC launched a campaign of defamation and
intimidation againgt himin retdiation for hisinvolvement with thein-
vestigation of their crimina activitiesand hiswork in thedissolution
proceedings. Other human rights defenders who have pressed for
investigation into SDL C abuses have been murdered or threatened
with degth.

In 1999, the Brazilian federal congressinitiated aParliamentary
Commission of Inquiry (CPI) into drug trafficking in Epirito Santo.*
Thefina report of the CPI documents anumber of politically-moti-
vated homicides. Thefollowing cases merit special mention®:

1 Padre Gabriel Félix Roger Maire, rdigiousleader, Cariacica
Muncipaity. Maire had taken a public position against the activities
and rdated violence of organized crimeand drug trafficking in Espirito
Santo. Although evidence demonstratesthat Maire was summarily

4Before this, Espirito Santo State had established a state level CPI on Narcotrafficking.
However, according to members of the Federal CPI, the establishment of the state
CPI “was preceded by an well organized, intensive campaign, through the media and
through the President of the Legislative Assembly (Deputado José Carlos Gratz) and
other state authorities, with the object of convincing the public that narcotrafficking
and organized crime did not exist in that region of the country. These authorities
criticized the Federal CPI’s program in Espirito Santo, which sought to investigate
these criminal activities. Report of the Federal CPI on Espirito Santo, p 1. This
pressure demonstrates the connection between the state government of Espirito
Santo and organized crime.

5Report of the Federal CPI on Espirito Santo, pp. 77-79.
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executed, policeinvestigated hisdeeth asif he had been murderedin
the course of an armed robbery. Asaresult, the hitmen, rather than
those who ordered the killing, have been thefocus of theinvestiga-
tion.

1 Francisco Domingos Ramos, trade union leader. Ramoshad
received anumber of death threatsfrom large landownersfromthe
PancasMunicipdlity, inthenorth of Espirito Santo stateand waskilled
inatargeted killing.

1 Paulo Tristéo (“Purinhad’), treasurer of the Workers” Party in
the Linhares Municipality. On June 19 1989, Purinhawas shot and
killed ashe arrived at hisLinhareshome. The policeinquiry into his
desth stated that the vice Mayor of Linhareshad beeninvolvedinthe
killing.

1 Verino Sossai, the Urban Services Secretary of the Montanha
Town Council and thelocal president of the Brazilian Socia Demo-
cratic Party (Partido daSociad Democracia, PSDB). Sossal had been
adate representative. On July 19, 1989 Sossai was murdered in front
of hishome. The police till have not completed their investigations,
but they allege that the hitman José Sasso and other hired gunmen
(the sameindividua s accused for the murder of the columnist Maria
Nilce) wereresponsible. All of theseindividua s are membersof the
SDLC.

1 Valdicio Barbosa dos Santos, union leader, Pedro Canario
Municipaity. Dos Santos, aso involved with the Workers™ Party
(Partido dos Trabal hadores, PT), was murdered on September 12,
1989. Thepoaliceinquiry concludesthet former policeofficer Romualdo,
“Japanese’, and landowner Galeno carried out and planned thekill-
ing. Hired gunman Juarez Ferreirade Souzalater confessed to hav-
ing carried out anumber of contracted killingsin Espirito Santo Sate.
Amongst thesewasthe murder of Vadicio Barbosados Santos.

1 José Maria Feu Rosa, mayor, Municipdity of Serraand,
Itagildo Coelho de Souza, Feu Rosa sdriver. Feu Rosaand Coelho
de Souza were summarily executed on June 6, 1990.The incident
occurred whilethe two men were on their way to the ItabelaMunici-
pdity, in neighboring Bahiadate.

1 Maria Nilce Magalhées, journdist. Nilce Magah&es was
shot and killed in the capital of Espirito Santo, Vitdria. The crime
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occurred on July 5, 1989, on Aleixo Neto street, in the Canto Beach
neighborhood, in broad daylight. Gunman José Sasso has been ac-
cused of the murder. None of thosewho organized or carried out the
contract killing isin detention. Suspectsinclude severa powerful fig-
ures in the state; those who carried out the killing are tied to the
SDLC.

1 Paulo Vinhas, ecologig, biologit, and former president of the
Workers' Party, VilaVdhaMunicipa Chapter, Espirito Santo. Vinhas
was shot and killed inthe Ulé Dunes, in the Setibaecological reserve,
onthemorning of April 28, 1993. Businessmen Ailton Barbosaand
José Barbosa, involved in quarrying sand from the area, have been
accused of the crime. Criminal proceeding in the matter are being
handled in the Guarapari County Court.

1 Antario Filho, Commissioner for the PSDB party, and Ana
Angélica Ferreira. Antario Filho and Ferreirawerevictimsof apo-
litically motivated homicide on 31 December 1997, inthe Cariacica
Municipdity.

After the police investigation into Antério Filho' s murder, the
Federa CPI® recommended that:

— the Office of the Public Prosecutor—at both thefederal and
datelevel—reopen dismissed policeinquiriesand intengfy investiga:
tionstoidentify, try and punish those responsible for these crimesto
fight impunity in Espirito Santo Sate.

— toadvancein theseinvestigation, investigators should begiven
accessto the bank accounts, telephone conversations, and financia
information of dl of thoseknown to beinvolved in organized crimein
Espirito Santo.

— for the public good and in theinterest of maintaining respect
for publicinditutions, the civil and military policeinvolved with orga
nized crime, homicide and drug trafficking should beimmediatdly sus-
pended.

— inorder to combat organized crimein Espirito Santo State,
copiesof thisreport should be sent to Federa Police, to the Ministry
of Justice, and to the Attorney General emphasizing the need for
greater numbers of federd policedistrict chiefsand agents, aswell

5 |bid. pp. 103 — 104.
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asfedera prosecutorsin Espirito Santo.

— that federd police be sent into the state, to hasten the disso-
lution of the SDLC, given the danger that this group represented to
the Sate’ spopulation.

Atthetimeof thisreport, Espirito Santo state authoritieshad not
implemented any of the CPI”s recommendations. By May 2002, the
subversion of State government had become so pervasive and far-
reaching that the OAB requested that the federa government inter-
venein Sate affairsto stabilize the stuation. The OAB justified its
request for these extraordinary congtitutional measureson thebasis
that the politica will of sate officialsand the ordinary state processes
wereinsufficient to stop the threat to public order and to the defense
of therightsof state citizensposed by the SDLC.”

Thisrequest, drafted by internationally recognized jurists, was
authorized by the CDDPH and the Minister of Justice on duly 4, 2002,
and forwarded to the Brazilian Supreme Court (Supremo Tribunal
Federd, STF) for gpproval .2 However, on July 8, 2002, after meeting
with the President of Brazil, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Attorney
Genera Brindeiro announced that hewould not approve such anin-
tervention even if authorized by the STF, effectively dooming there-
quest.® In response, Minigter of Justice Migudl Redle Janior, the Di-
rector-Genera of the Federal Police, Itanor Carneiro, and severa
other high-ranking Ministry of Justice officidsresigned in protest.?

OnJduly 11, President Cardoso held an audience with the Presi-
dent of the Human Rights Commission of the House of Representa-
tives, an attorney from the human rightsdivision of the Federal Of -

7See Constitution of Brazil art. XXXIV, §8§ 3, 7(b) (Braz.) (permitting federal interven-
tion into areas reserved to the states when the public order is gravely compromised
or to insure the observance of constitutionally guaranteed human rights).

8 “Reale se diz desautorizado e deixa a Justi¢a,” O Globo (Rio de Janeiro), July 9,
2002.

9 lbid.

0 “Diretor da PF e secretério de Direitos Humanos pedem demisséo,” O Globo (Rio
de Janeiro), July 9, 2002.
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fice of the Public Prosecutor, aswell asseverd civil society organi-
zations, including the Global Justice Center. The meeting established
aworking group, headed by the Ministry of Justice, including mem-
bers of the human rights division of the Federa Office of the Public
Prosecutor, the Federal House of Representativesand civil society.

Thefollowing day, July 12, theworking group approved aresolution,
authorizing adetachment of federd police and prosecutorsto be sent
to Espirito Santo to investigate organized crime in the State. This
detachment is comprised of five federal police district chiefs, fifty
agents, two expert investigatorsand fivefederal prosecutorsand has
been given ninety daysto work in Espirito Santo state.
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Recommendations

The Globa Justice Center, Forum Reage Espirito Santo, Front Line,
the Robert F. Kennedy Memoria, and the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a joint program of the
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World
Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), cal on the Brazilian
Government to take all necessary steps to guarantee the physical
integrity and working conditions of defendersof humanrightsand the
rule of law in Espirito Santo Sate.

We continueto believethat the most effective solution to the current
human rights crisis in Espirito Santo is federal intervention in
accordance with the determination of the CDDPH and the Minister
of Jugticeon July 4, 2002.

Should authoritiesfail to revisit theintervention issue, wecal onthe
Brazilian Government to guarantee the protection of rightsdefenders
and thereestablishment of therule of law asrapidly as possiblethrough
the efforts of the federal working group authorized to enter Espirito
Santo datein mid-Jduly 2002.

Wefurther cdl onthe Brazilian Government to implement thefollowing
recommendations, initialy included in our April 2002 report, Front
Line Brazl:

1. Guarantee the Application of the Principlesin the UN
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders

The UN Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuas,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally
Recogni zed Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by
the UN General Assembly on December 9, 1998 (and included as
Appendix 1 to this report) contains vita principles concerning the
protection of human rights defenders. The Brazilian government should
take measures to ensure that the principles in the United Nations
Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuas, Groups
and Organsof Society to Promoteand Protect Universally Recognized
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Human Rightsand Fundamental Freedomsarefully incorporated into
national law and lega mechanisms. Authorities at al levels of
government should explicitly commit themsdvesto promoting respect
for human rights, and to the protection of human rights defenders.

2. Recognize the Oversight of International Human Rights
Bodies

Onecritica meansof providing human rights defendersthe conditions
necessary to perform their vital function isthrough full governmenta
recognition of and participation in international mechanismsfor the
protection of humean rights. Engaged participation in these mechanisms
sendsaclear message to domestic society that human rightsdefense
isalegitimate and important socid activity.

a. Participate Fully in the Inter-American System
Unfortunately, Brazil’ s participation in the inter-American
human rights system has been limited, particularly interms
of recognizing the deadlines and recommendationsissued by
the Inter-American Commission. We call on the Brazilian
government to respect the deadlines imposed by the
Commission and to implement the recommendetions aready
determined by the Commission as well as those issued in
future cases. In particular, we urge the government to pay
specid attention to the Inter-American Commission’s
precautionary measures (many of which concern the
protection of rightsdefenders), given that these are by nature
urgent matters.

b. Recognize the Jurisdiction of the Conventional
Committees of the United NationsAlthough Brazil has
ratified all Sx core human rightstresties (see below), at this
writing, it had not yet recognized thejurisdiction of any of the
four committees with authority to receive and process
complaintsagaing Brazil. Wecdl onthe Brazilian government
to recognize the complaints-processing jurisdiction of the
Human Rights Committee, the Committee Against Torture,
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the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racid
Discrimination and the Committee on the Elimination of All
Formsof Discrimination Against Women.

c. Support Specialized M echanismsfor theProtection
of Human Rights Defender sat the I nter national L evel
The Federal Government should guarantee full support for
human rights protection mechanismsand initiativeswithin the
United Nations and inter-American human rights systems,
including specid rapporteurs, which support human rights
defenders and their work. In addition, the government should
support the establishment within the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights of the post of Special
Representative on Human Rights Defenders.

d. Extend an Invitation tothe Special Representative
on Human Rights Defender sto Visit Brazil Globa Judtice
and Front Linewe comethe federal government’ swillingness
to cooperate with United Nations Specia Mechanisms,
including the generic invitation that the government has
extended to al specia rapporteurs, representatives and
working groups. In this spirit, we call on the Government to
arrange for UN Special Representative Hina Jilani to visit
Brazil assoon asher schedule permits.

3. Investigate Fully Abuses Committed against Human Rights
Defenders

Authorities at both the federd and state levelsmust ensurethorough
and impartid investigations are conducted into al human rights
violations, particularly those directed a human rights defenders, that
thoserespongblearebrought tojusticeand thevictimsor ther relatives
provided with adequate reparation. It should go without saying that
thosewho oversee suchinvestigations must beindependent and that
those implicated in harassing human rights defenders not have
authority over theseinvestigations. Theresultsof such investigations
should be made public.
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4.1nvestigate PoliceAbusel ndependently

Given that a significant portion of the instances of abuse and
threatened abuse of rights defendersinvolves at least the suspicion
of participation by police, effective and independent means of
investigating allegations of violations by law enforcement officials
arevita to any comprehensive program to ensure that the rights of
human rights defenders are respected. In thisregard, we support the
following measures to guarantee that the police areinvestigated in an
independent manner:

a. Investigationsby the Officesof the Public Prosecutor
The Officesof the Public Prosecutor at the state and federal
level should routindy investigate credibledlegations of police
violencewithout having to rely on the policeto take witness
statements, visit the scene of the crime, or provide other
technical support. Thisisparticularly urgent in casesinwhich
the alleged violation involves a rights defender who faces
threats dueto her or hiswork denouncing police abuse.

Whilethe Condtitution (article 129(V11)) assures the Office
of the Public Prosecutor jurisdiction over policeabuse, inthe
vast mgority of states, this Congtitutional provisonisrarely
invoked.

b. Createlndependent I nvestigator swithin the Offices
of thePublic Prosecutor

Brazilian authoritiesshoul d enact legidation thet would cregte
investigative bodies within the State and Federa Offices of
the Public Prosecutor. These investigators should be
authorized to subpoenadocuments, summonswitnessesand
enter the premisesof public offices, including police stations
and other centers of detention, in order to conduct thorough,
independent investigations.

c. Facilitate Reporting of Abuse
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All thosewho defend human rights, aswell asdl thosewhose
human rights have been violated, should have accessto an
effective procedurefor the presentation of complaintswithout
fear of reprisas. All such complaints should be forwarded
automatica ly to the human rightsdivisions of the State and
Federal Offices of the Public Prosecutor (to be created,
where not dready in existence).

5. Federalize Human Rights Crimesin January 2002, the federa
government issued aprovisona messureauthorizing the Federd Police
to investigate human rights abuses that the federal government has
committed itself to suppressin accordance with international human
rightstreaties. The language of this measure permitsaninterpretation
authorizing Federd Policeinvestigation of virtudly every type of human
rights violation, insofar as the federa government is ultimately
respons blefor ensuring and respecting dl rightsprovided inal human
rights tresties. It is too early to predict how this language will be
interpretedin practice.

Even if broadly construed, the measure does not speak to the
jurisdiction of federal prosecutors and courts over such offences.

Giventhefederd government’ srespongbility beforetheinternationa
community, we cal on the Brazilian government to passlegidation
assuring thejurisdiction of federa authorities(police, prosecutorsand
thejudiciary) over human rights abuses. Thislegidationwill needto
define particular human rights crimes over which jurisdiction is
automatic, or providefor secondary or backup legidation asdetermined
by afederal body such asthefederal Council for the Defense of the
Rights of the Human Person (Conselho de Defesa dos Direitos da
Pessoa Humana, CDDPH). Whatever formulais chosen, killings,
threatsand other formsof intimidation againgt human rightsdefenders
should be included, at least in theory, in the chosen federaization
formula
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6. Createand Strengthen Ombudsman’ s Offices (Ouvidorias)
Throughout theCountry

All states should create fully independent Ombudsman’s Offices
(Ouvidorias) for the police. The mandate, resources and autonomy
of those Ouvidoriastheat dready exist should bereinforced to guarantee
the credibility of theseindtitutionsand their oversight of alegations of
abuse. Ombudsmen should be authorized to examine fully each
complaint, aswell asto submit proposed indictmentsto prosecutors.
Further, Ombudsmen should be given subpoena powers over persons
and documents (that is, empowered to requiretestimony under pendty
of perjury and the production of documents, subject to Smilar pendties
for non-compliance). Findly, authorities must guaranteethe physica
integrity and safety of Ombudsmen and their staffs.

7. Protect Victimsand Witnesses

Urgent measures must be taken to guarantee adequate protection for
human rights defenders, victimsand witnessesthat do not quaify for
entrance into existing witness protection programsin various states
and at the federa level. In those cases in which persons have
participated in witness protection programs, their safety has been
ensured, thus permitting successful prosecutionsof severeviolations
of humanrights. All states should have witness protection programs,
which should be provided with necessary resourcesto carry out their
vita indtitutiona mission.

8. Refrain from Groundless Defamation Pr osecutions

Authorities should take disciplinary action against state agentswho
abusethelega processhy filing frivolouslegd actions againgt human
rightsdefenders. Brazilian authorities should ensurethat human rights
defendershaveequa accesstothelaw andthat judicid investigations
and proceedings against them are conducted in accordance with
internationd fair trial gandards. Politically motivated crimina charges
againgt human rights defendersengaged in lawful human rightswork
should be dropped and the accused officialy informed of the closure
of theinvestigation. Unsubstantiated investigations and indictments
for alleged defamatory statements must be terminated; authorities
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should take measuresto rectify publicly the honor of those affected
and those responsible should be subjected to disciplinary action.

9. Modify Penal L egidation Regar ding Defamation
TheBrazilian pend codedlowsfor the prosecution of injUria, calinia
and difamac&o (roughly eguivaent to defamationin Anglo-American
law) as criminal offences. As we demonstrate in this report,
prosecutions under these provisions have been used asan additional
meansto silence human rights defenderswhen they speak out againgt
powerful or corrupt dementsof Brazilian society. Globa Justice and
Front Linecall onthe Brazilian Chamber of Deputiesto diminate the
crimesof injUria, calinia and difamag&o or, dternativey, to provide
for an exception for human rights defenders. Defamation should be
treated as a civil wrong, rather than as a crime. As Amnesty has
recommended, governmentsshould “ Ensurethat criminal defamation
laws are not misused to curtail freedom of expression or to harass
human rights defendersfor the purpose of slencing them or shielding
those implicated in human rights violations from prosecution by
repealing al crimina defamation laws at federal and statelevel and
replacing them, where necessary, with theappropriatecivil defamation
laws.”

10. Adopt Integrated Programsfor the Protection of Human
RightsDefenders

The federal government should devel op integrated programs that
include preventative messures, such asthorough crimind investigetions
into attacks and threats against human rights defenders, wide
dissemination of the principles of the UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders, education for state agents on the right of human rights
defendersto carry out legitimate activities, aswell as security measures
such aswitness protection programs addressed above, to ass st human
rightsdefendersand their familieswith immediate safety issues. These
programs should ensure that all measures to protect human rights
defenders are adopted in accordance with the wishes of the person
receiving protection.
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11. Dismantle Systems of Surveillance of Civil Society and
RightsDefenders

Asrevealed in mid-2001 and discussed below, elementswithin the
Brazilian Army continue to maintain forces dedicated to the
surveillance of social movements and rights groups. We cdll onthe
Brazilian government to dismantledl systemsof surveillance, civilian
or military, both at federal and statelevel, of the activities of human
rights defenders. Further, authorities must take gppropriate measures
toinvestigatefully past reports of survelllancewith aview to ending
al forms, legd or illegd, of telephone or eectronic surveillance,

12. Provide Complete Accessto SurveillanceFiles

TheBrazilian government must ensuretheimmediate and independent
review of intelligence archives held by the federa and State security
forces, or other official ingtitutions, in order to guarantee that past
cases of illegitimate surveillance against human rights defendersare
fully dlarified, and that those responsible areidentified and brought to
justice. In coordination with human rights defenders, authoritiesshould
edtablish the gppropriate mechanismsto maketheresultsof thisreview
known and ensurethat such abuses cannot be repested in the future.

13. Provide an Adequate Legal Basis for Human Rights
Defenders

The appropriate federal authorities should meet with representative
membersof non-governmenta human rights organizationsto negotiste
the appropriate legal framework to permit full recognition of
nongovernmental human rights organizations within existing
frameworkswhich recognize non-profit socid associdions. Legidation
concerning human rightsgroups, if created, should guarantee, among
other rights, accessto public facilitiesfor registered rights groups.
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|. Death threats and Internal Pressure Against
Members of the Public Prosecutor’s Office

Jean Claude GomesdeOliveira

Between December 1999 and March 2002, public prosecutor
Jean Claude Gomes de Oliveiraof the Espirito Santo Office of the
Public Prosecutor, received numerous externa threatsin connection
with hisinvestigationsinto members of the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor, the Judiciary and other sectorslinked to organized crime. In
addition to theexternd threets, Gomes de Oliveirasuffered intimida-
tion and interna pressure from within the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor.

Gomesde Oliveraaffirmsthat thethrestswere directly related
to two cases he was managing beginning in 1999. Thefirst case con-
cerned a fraudulent attempt to use the judiciary to win millions of
dollars of damages. In the second case (described below), Gomesde
Oliverainvestigated aclandestine wegponsfactory.

-The Case of the Arms Manufacturer José Mariano Godoy11
On December 1, 1999 José Mariano Godoy was arrested by
order of the Cachoeirade Itapemirim Second Crimina Divisionfor
illegal wegpons possession. Thearsend found in Godoy’ spossession
included dozensof rifles, shotguns, revolvers, hand-held pistals, cross-
bows, silencersand rifle sights, made at an armsfactory within his
home. The day after Godoy’ s arrest, Judge Solimar Soares of the
Firgt Crimina Division ordered that Godoy be rel eased and that the

1 This report is based on CGMP Administrative Process No. 1843/01 against Jean

Claude Gomes de Oliveira, General Division of the Espirito Santo Office of the Public
Prosecutor.
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weapons that had been seized be returned to him. Previoudy, the
same judge had sentenced Godoy to twenty-one years of prison for
homicide and then subsequently and illegdly granted him parole. On
that occasion, the police discovered alarge number of silencersthat,
according to the Civil Police Intelligence Unit, wereto be used in
contractkillings.

One aspect of thisincident that warrants attention concernsthe
irregular designation of Judge Solimar Soares and prosecutor Jose
Lucianotothecase. According to theinternd procedures of the Judi-
ciary and of the Office of the Public Prosecutor, Judge Crisitane
Baldacin Lobo should have been assigned to oversee the case and
Gomesto Oliveirato prosecuteit.

During the period when the policeinquiry wasbeing formulated
againgt Godoy, Gomes de Oliveirareceived a number of worrying
messages which are detailed in the final report of the federal CHI.
The policeinquiry—in accordance with José de Rezende' s (Secre-
tary of Public Safety) orders—wasforwarded directly to Gomesde
Oliveiraby PoliceDidrict Chief MariaCdeste. AccordingtoLuciano’'s
statement, Celeste established that he and hisformer girlfriend, Rose-
mary Dezan often went to Godoy” s house and workplace and as-
sgted intherepair and manipulation of firearms. Asmentioned above,
Luciano directed Godoy’ s prosecution while Judge Solimar Soares
oversaw court proceedings against theweaponsdeder.

In February 2002, thelack of security and uncertainty over the
likelihood of any judgment against Godoy, aswel as atemptsto de-
stabilize Gomes de Oliveira, led the case to be transferred to the
federa justice system. The Federa Attorney General Henrique
Geaquinto Herquenhoff added smuggling to the indictment against
Godoy. Judge José FerreiraNeves convicted Godoy in afederd court.
However, Godoy has still not been transferred to the loca peniten-
tiary. Ingtead, heiscarrying out hissentenceinalocd jail, whereonly
personsin pre-trid detention should be held.

On December 16, 1999, the Office of the Public Prosecutor
filed an indictment againgt Godoy. In the days preceding theindict-
ment, Gomes de Olverareceived tel ephone death threats, and was
warned to either discontinue the case or not prosecuteit serioudly.
Then State Director of Public Prosecutions, Dr. José Adaberto Dazzi
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and the Chief of the office sinternd affairsdivison, CatharinaCecin
Gaze erequested that prosecutors Gilberto Fabiano Toscano deMaitos,
Roberto Silveira Silva, Marcelo Zenkner and Leonardo da Costa
Barreto of the Commission Againgt Impunity (which at the time of
the indictment worked effectively) provide support to Gomes de
Oliveira All these prosecutors signed the indictment against Godoy.
At thetime, thejudicid order which determined that Godoy’ sarsend
should be handed over to the police was disobeyed. Currently, the
weaponsthat were impounded are being investigated by the Federal
PoliceinBrasilia, and being compared withforensic evidencerdated
to the bullets used in anumber of unsolved murdersin Cachoeiro de
Itgpermirim.

TheFedera CPI on drug trafficking affirmed that the defendant
had closetiesto sectorsof organized crime. Godoy was subsequently
convicted and sentenced to fourteen yearsin prison, but not without
Gomesde Oliveiraand hisfamily paying dearly for theinvestigations.

-TheThreats

Gomesde Oliverareceived telephone threats on anearly daily
basisaswell asother forms of intimidation throughout the investiga:
tion into Godoy’ sarsenal (December 1999 —March 2002). One se-
riesof telephone calsto hishomeinvolved amale voice threastening
to kill Gomes de Oliveiraand his family and dismember his young
son. In another series of telephone phone calls, afemalevoicetold
Gomes de Oliveira swifethat hewas gay. In addition to telephone
threats, Gomes de Oliveirareceived other formsof intimidetion inthe
mail. Pornographic materials were sent to hishome, in hisand his
wife sname, and threatening lettersarrived at his office, some con-
taining explicit photographs. Often, those making the threatsknew of
thedaily movements of Oliveiraand hisfamily.

-First Internal Investigation

Asprevioudy sated, oneof the casesin which Gomesde Oliveira
worked concerned intervention by the Office of the Public Prosecu-
tor in the Santa CasaHospital, in Cachoeiro de Itapemirim. At the
time the case was being processed, aloca daily published an article
fasely accusng Gomesde Oliveraof irregularitiesin hiswork onthe
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case. Knowing that the newspaper’ s allegations were completely
unfounded, Gomes de Oliverarequested aninternd investigation into
the accusations. The Internal Affairs Division of the Office of the
Public Prosecutor found that the prosecutor had not committed any
irregularities and that the newspaper had acted irresponsibly in pub-
lishing the alegations, which it determined had beenfiled in order to
smear Gomesde Oliveird simage.”?

-Second Internal Investigation

A second investigation wasfiled againgt Gomes de Oliveiraon
August 9, 2001, despite the fact that the prosecutor had been fully
cleared of any wrongdoing in thefirst. Thisinvestigation was carried
out over aperiod of seven months. In March 2002, based onthelack
of evidence againgt Gomes de Oliveira, the Internd AffairsDivison
once again found in favor of the prosecutor, dropping dl chargesand
ending theinvestigation. Inrelation to the case, the Public Prosecutor
Jose Luiz Barreto Vivas wrote “In ancient Rome, the great judge
Cicero had hisright hand cut off by his persecutorsin an act of re-
venge. Inmoremoderntimes, therenowned Rui Barbosawasexiled,
simply because crude and baseless men, unableto think for them-
selves, hated to hear his oratory. Asin the past, what happened to
those two brilliant oratorsis happening now. Being efficient and ef-
fectiveinthe Public Prosecutor’ s Office hasbecome areason to be
hated and persecuted by unsubstantiated accusations, made not only
asameansof revenge, but dsotointimidate.”

In both of these cases, the Public Prosecutor’ s Office acted
justly. However, the defamatory campaign directed at Gomes de
Oliveira, aswdl asthe vexatiouslitigation to which hewas subjected,
have eft the mgjority of the Public Prosecutor’ s Office feding con-
cerned, both for themsalvesand for their families.

2 Official Correspondence CGMP/CG/No. 284/99 from Catarina Cecin Gazele, Inter-
nal Affairs Officer of the Espirito Santo Public Ministry regarding the decision of
Proceeding No. 0505/09, May 25, 1999.
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Unfound Administrative Proceedings against Prosecutors

Itisnot only Gomesde Oliveirathat has been atarget of internd
investigations designed to intimidate launched from within the Office
of the Public Prosecutor. Other prosecutors have also suffered simi-
lar harassment. In other matters researched by the Global Justice
Center, prosecutorswho haveins sted on investigating untouchable
organized crime elements have been investigated on trumped up that
range from the alleged disappearance of documents to single-day
absencesfrom work.

Inal these matters, theinvestigations were raised over ashort
period of time and were al eventually discontinued, for lack of evi-
dence. This suggeststhat the real purpose of the proceedings was
not to preserve theintegrity of the Office of the Public Prosecutor,
but rather to intimidate the prosecutorsinvol ved and pressure them
into ceding to the powerful interests of organized crime and
narcotrafficking in the state.
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[1. Threats Against members of the Judiciary

Death thr eatsagainst AlexandreM artinsde Castro Filho,
CarlosEduardo Ribeiro L emosand RubensJoséda Cruz,
Judgesin Vitéria, Espirito Santo state

- Background: Investigating Irregular Grants
of Leaveto Prisoners

In early December 2001, an anonymous source sent judges
Alexandre Martins de Castro Filho, Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro Lemos
and Rubens José da Cruz of the Fifth Criminal Division of Vitériaa
copy of adocument that authorized the unlawful rel ease of two pris-
oners sentenced to lengthy prison termsfor murder and drug traffick-
ing, respectively. In adocument dated November 30, 2001, Military
Police Cpt. Romildo Silvaauthorized the prisonerstowork at hisfish-
ery inVilaVehaduring busnesshours.

On December 10, 2001, judges Ribeiro Lemosand daCruzin-
formed the Secretary of Justice and the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor of Espirito Santo that the prisoners might flee and advised the
two entities to be ready to take punitive measures.*® Both the
Undersecretary of Justice and Silva—who a so servesasthedirec-
tor of the Ingtitutefor Social Re-adaptation (IRS)—acknowledged
irregularitiesin the prisoners’ grants of leave!* yet Silvacontinued to
authorize the release of dangerous prisoners unescorted to work in
hisfishery. ® In February 2001, an additiond five prisoners convicted

13 Judicial Order from Judges Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens José da Cruz to
the Secretary of Justice, December 10, 2001.

14 Order No. 002/2002 from José Nivaldo Campos Vieira, Undersecretary of Justice
for Penal System Matters, January 10, 2002.

15 Departure Authorizations, February 1, 2002, April 19, 2002.
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of homicide were alowed to leave the prison for five days during
business hours. One of the prisoners permitted to leave, Alexandre
(“Xandinho™) had been linked to a desth squad operating in Espirito
Santo. ¢

In April 2002, the judges discovered that an additional eleven
prisoners had been authorized to work at thefishery between April
22 and 26.17 Assuspected, thejudgesdid not find the prisonersat the
IRSwhen they went to visit on April 24.

Unable to rely on the Military Police due to Silva' s affiliation
with the agency, the judges authorized the Federal Highway Policeto
apprehend and bring back the prisonersfrom thefishery. The federa
policefound Silvaat the fishery with thefive prisoners. Upon ques-
tioning the prisoners, the police discovered that two of them had worked
at the fishery for over two years doing handyman work, while the
other three had worked for ten months, five months and one week
respectively.

Silvaordered the prisoners not to cooperate with the attempted
arrests and called the federal police officers “abunch of clowns.”
Shortly after the Federal Policearrived, Cpt. Abreu, commander of
the Fourth Military Police Battaion arrived with two other officers.®
Thefederd policetook the prisonersinto custody only after spesking
with judge Ribeiro Lemos.

On April 26, 2002, the judges briefed the governor of Espirito
Santo and the President of the Espirito Santo State Supreme Court on
thereleases but these official sfailed to take action. Instead, the Sec-
retary of Justice promoted Silvato coordinator of the prison at Vila
Vdha

16 Testimony of an IRS prisoner (who requested anonymity) to Judges Alexandre
Martins de Castro Filho, and Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens, June 18, 2002.

"Departure Authorizations signed by Cpt. Romildo Silva for Antonio Martiniano Neto,
Paulo Henrique Guedes Muniz, Elidiomar Alves da Fonseca, Obadias Mauricio de

Freitas e Helton Teixeira Santos, Pedra D’ Agua, Espirito Santo, April 19, 2002.

18 Testimony by Jansen R. de Alb. Jr., Justice Official, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, April 26,
2002.
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-TheThreats

Thejudges and their families have been receiving anonymous
telephone death threats since April. Other calls warned the judges
that Silvaisplotting against them.*®

After the federal police took the prisoners at the fishery into
custody, aman in awhite vehicle (Gol modd) arrived at the house of
one of the judges. He asked the doorman to have the judge swife
come down. When the doorman, in response to the judge’ srequest,
went to ask who had sent the driver, the car drove away quickly. ®

According to statementsfrom prisonersheld at the IRSfacility,
Silvaencouraged the prison population to take measures against the
judgesand blamed them for not alowing more prisonersto leave®
Silvaencouraged the prisonersto file and sign a petition caling for
theremoval of thejudges and also urged the prisonersto organizea
hunger strike on June 17, 2002 to protest the judges’ actions.?? On
June 13, one of the prisonersinformed thejudgesthat Silvahad sent
prisonerswho had passed information to the judges to a punishment
cdl.

The judges reported the threats and potential hunger striketo
the Secretary of Justice and the Secretary of Public Safety and asked
for protection for theinformants and themselves. However, thetwo
secretaries did not believe the judges' reports, affirmed that Silva
wastheir persond friend, and failed to authorize protection.?

Thejudges|ater discovered that, astheinformantshad predicted,

19 Official Correspondence No. 2721/02 from Judges Alexandre Martins de Castro
Filho, Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens José da Cruz of the Ministry of Justice
to Dr. Miguel Reale Junior, June 10, 2002.

2 Official Correspondence No. 3355/2002 from Alexandre Martins de Castro Filho,
Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens José da Cruz to the President of the Bar
Association of the State of Espirito (OAB/ES) to Dr. Alesandro da Costa Pereira, June
28,2002.

2 Statement of prisoner to Judges Alexandre Martins de Castro Filho, Carlos Eduardo
Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens, June 18, 2002.

2 Statement of prisoner to Judges Alexandre Martins de Castro Filho, Carlos Eduardo
Ribeiro Lemos, Rubens, June 18, 2002.

2 Order No. 3355/2002, op. cit.
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the prisonersat the IRS had drafted and signed apetition. They aso
received information from the prisonersthat Silvahad canceled the
hunger strike on June 17 because information about the strike had
been lesked.

At thiswriting, the judges continued to live in fear; the highest
level authoritiesin the state are suspected of involvement inthe pris-
oner release scheme and its cover-up.
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I1l. Threats Against Police District Chiefs

Francisco Vicente Badenes Junior

For adecade, Police Delegate Francisco Vicente Badenes Janior
has investigated the Scuderie Detetive Le Coq (SDLC), alegdly
condtituted organization involved in so-caled “ socid cleansing” mur-
ders (targeting adolescentsliving and working on city streets), politi-
cd killings, gambling racketsand other forms of corruption.

Badenes first began investigating the SDLC in 1993, when
Espirito Santo Governor Albuino Azeredo created aspecia body to
examine the organization’ sinvolvement in the murders of street chil-
dren in Espirito Santo.? Badeneswas named asthe head civil police
digtrict chief of the body, known asthe Commission for Specid Ad-
minigrative Investigations.

Theintricateweb of supportersfor corrupt, killer police officers
that Badenes uncovered hasrendered the crimind justice systemin-
effectiveto combat their crimes: when policeinvestigators, prosecu-
torsand judges not dready part of the Scuderie network haveinves-
tigated the group’ s crimes, they have routinely been induced to dis-
miss cases againgt Scuderie membersthrough bribesor intimidation.

Badenes invedtigations under the Commisson’ sauspicesled to
numerous arrests of police personne linked to the SDLC.2°> How-
ever, the arrests led to few convictions, and many of the suspects
were subsequently rel eased, creating aclimate of fear for witnesses
and investigators aike. In late 1993, Badenes himsalf came under
threat.2® Newspaper reports circulated that two hit men had been

2 José Arbex Jr. and Claudio Julio Tognolli, O Século do crime (Sé&o Paulo: Jinkings),
1996, pp. 76-83.

% |pid. pp. 112-114.
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contracted to kill himin responseto the Commission’ sinvestigation.
The would-be assassins gpparently fled Espirito Santo before carry-
ing out the murder.

Recent Revelations, Threats and Unfounded proceedings

On January 20, 2000, Badenes used many of these seized docu-
mentsin testimony beforethe Human Rights Commission of the Fed-
eral Chamber of Deputies on the SDLC. Badenes chronicled the
SDLC'sinvolvement in awiderange of crimina endeavors. In per-
haps the most damning part of histestimony, Badenes furnished an
“organizational chart” depicting former Espirito Santo governor and
then-Minister of Defense Elcio Alvares at the apex of a criminal
syndicate withtiesto theright-wing Libera Front Party (Partido da
FrenteLiberd, PFL). The President of the L egidative Assembly, Jos2
Carlos Gratz, ranked just below Defense Minister Alvaresintheor-
ganizational scheme outlined by Badenes. In addition to thesefedera
officias, Badenes accused several Espirito Santo State officehol d-
ers, including the mayor of Cariacica, Dgjair Cabo Camata, of par-
ticipationin contract killingsof loca politicians, illegal gun sdles, and
the establishment of drug rings, al in association with the SDLC.
Camata was well-connected in nationa politics, Camata s cousin,
Gerson Camata, represented Espirito Santo in the Brazilian Senate,
and Gerson Camata swife, Rita Camata, served in the Chamber of
Deputies. At thiswriting, Rita Camata served as vice presidentia
candidate for one of the leading ticketsin the 2002 Brazilian presi-
dentid dections.

Badenes has managed to fend off numerousfrivolouslawsuits
aleging and criminal prosecutions dleging defamation. The SDLC,
however, hastakenitscampaign of intimidationto the press. Through-
out 2001, SDL C sympathizersgaveinterviewsin Epirito Santo news-
papers questioning Badenes' mental hedth. In early 2001, Dério
Antunes de Souzatold the VitoriadailiesA Gazeta and A Tribuna
that Badeneswasahomosexud. Unfortunately, in Brazil, asin many

% |pid. p. 114.
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other countries, many consider homosexuality to be ingppropriate or
immord.

OnAugust 22, 2001, Ferreiral snew Civil Police Council Presi-
dent, Jodo Rodrigues, began disciplinary proceedingsagaingt Badenes,
then Rodrigues subordinate, citing alleged misconduct in Badenes
handling of aninvestigation.?’ Rodrigues substantiated hisclaim with
chargesjudicialy dismissed two months earlier, and recommended
Badenes dismissa. Severd publicationscameto Badenes defense.
The September 2001 edition of thelegd journa Jornal Tribunal do
Direito stated that “ The reaction to the investigations of Detective
Badeneswas harsh: the Civil Policeitsdlf turned against him, opening
an adminigrativeinquiry and accusing him of ‘ denigrating theimage
of hiscolleagues.’”?8 Heightening thefuror in the press, in December
2001, federd prosecutor L uiz Francisco Souzaannounced thet Badenes
had become the target of acampaign of intimidation by the SDLC,
and had received death threats.®

With Rodrigues disciplinary actions till pending, the SDLC at-
tempted anew approach. Sometimein late 2001, D6rio Antunesde
Souza, a business partner of Alvares, leaked afalse report that a
contract worth fivefiguresin reals (at aminimum, US$ 35,000) had
been put on Badenes' life. Thereport turned out to befase, but this
tactic served asaform of intimidation by using media sympathy for
Badenesto lead himto fear for his safety.

On January 27, 2002, Badenes responded by filing arequest for
crimina prosecution againgt hissuperior, dleging that Rodrigues es-
tablishment of disciplinary proceedings constituted an abuse of au-
thority. *° Badenes contended that in bringing about the procee-dings,
Rodriguesrdied upon fa seevidencethat had aready beenjudicidly
dismissed, and that the entire process sought to deter him from com-

% |bid. p. 114.
27 1bid. p. 2.

% “As bandas podres do Espirito Santo,” Jornal Tribunal do Direito, September
2001.

2 “pPerseguigdo;” A Gazeta (Vitéria), December 9, 2001.

% Request for Prosecution (Representacdo Criminal), op. cit. p. 1.
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pleting hislegitimate investigations:! Two weekslater, the assistant
director of the Federal Officeof the Public Prosecutor Brito, Badenes
superior in Brasilia, requested that the President of the Espirito Santo
State Supreme Court dismiss Rodrigues’ suit.®

At thiswriting, Badeneswas under the protection of the Pro-
gramof Assstanceto Victimsand Threstened Witnesses (Programa
de AssisténciaaVitimaseaTestemunhas Ameagadas), run by the
Federal Police®

AndrélL uizCunhaPereira, Danilo BahienseMoreira—
PoliceDistrict Chiefs.

During the periodinwhich policedidrict chiefsAndré Luiz Cunha
Pereiraand Danilo Bahiense Moreiraheld the offices of the Judicia
Police Department Chief (Departamento de PoliciaJudiciéria, DPJ)
of themunicipality of Serra, andthe DCCV SerraPolice Chief, they
carried out a number of investigations working as ateam. These
operations resulted in the imprisonment of anumber of people sus-
pected of involvement in death squads. Amongst those arrested by
these digtrict chiefsin these operations and imprisoned towards the
end of January 2001 were severa military police officersand hired
killersthat had been activein the Serramunicipality.

On February 6, 2002, & 10.55 am, thete ephone service“ Disque
Denuncid’ (Police Hotline) received an anonymoustelephone cal.
According to the Hotline report, the caller sated that, “at the en-
trance of the Soteco neighborhood (no exact reference point given)
there are, at this exact moment, two men with the nickname Dudu.
[Thecaller] affirmsthat both are known by the same nickname and
areingdeadark green car with tinted windows, model UNO, license

2 |bid. p. 12.

%2 Letter from Eitel Santiago de Brito Pereira, Federal Office of the Public Prosecutor,
to the Federal Superior Court of Justice, February 7, 2002.

3 Statement of Francisco Vicente Badenes Junior, to the Administrative Division,
Internal Affairs Division, Civil Police, Brasilia, February 6, 2002, p. 1.
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plate MPM 8308. [ The caller] goeson to say that thetwo men are
waiting for Danilo Bahiense [Moreira], to murder him, which Col.
Ferreirahas ordered. Observation: because the caller hung up, it was
not possibleto record any more details’.>*

Although this call was made on February 6, and that it clearly
indicated that District Chief Bahiense Morera slifewasat risk, the
details of the phone call were only forwarded to the State Chief of
Police on February 21, and Digtrict Chief Bahiense was only offi-
cidly informed on April 5, 2002: two months after the call wasmade
tothehotline service.

Fortunately, afriend of Bahiense Moreirawho worked at the
Hotlineinformed the police officer, unofficidly, of thetelephonethrest.
Once hereceived theinformation, Bahiense Moreiradecided to send
police officers under his command to carry out a search of the site
mentioned by the telephone caller. During the search, the officers
found one person named Dudu, whom they identified as Eduardo
Henrique Alves, and took him to the police sation. In hisstatement to
police, Alvesconfirmed that the car mentioned inthecal belonged to
him, and that he had a cousin named Miguel Eduardo de Campos,
aso known informally as Dudu. Alvesa so Sated that he had known
Coal. Ferrerafor more than twenty years, but denied any intention of
murdering Bahiense Moreira. Rather, Alvesaffirmed that at thetime
of the call to Disgue Denuinciahe wasin the Soteco neighborhood,
where helives, alone at his house. Alves was apprehended with a
number of checks made out by third parties for large quantities of
money.

On February 8, 2002, André Luiz Cunha Pereira and Danilo
Bahiense Moreira forwarded to the Chief of Police Jodo Manoel
RodriguesLima, areport detailing thethreatsthat they were suffer-
ingin Espirito Santo State. Digtrict Chief Germano Henrique Pedrosa
aso sgned thereport.

In the report, the three district chiefs stated that their joint ef-
forts had led to a considerabl e reduction in the number of homicide
victims between January and May 2001 and that amongst thosethey

#Disque Denlncia Report No. 105.02.02, February 6, 2002.
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had arrested were anumber of military police officersand hired kill-
ersthat acted in the Serramunicipality. Theimprisonment of these
peopledisabled, temporarily, the operation of death squadsactingin
the Serrano Highlands and Centra Carapina.

In July 2001, CunhaPereiraand Bahiense Moreiraweretrans-
ferred together to the Homicide and Citizen Protection Division
(Divisdo de Homicidios e Protecéo da Pessoa, DHPP) substituting
District Chief Germano H. Pedrosa. From this point forward, their
work to dismantle desth squedsintensfied. In particular, CunhaPereira
and Bahiense Moreira progressed on a number of police inquiries
concerning military policeinvolvement in desth squads, focusing par-
ticularly ontheroleof Col. Ferreira. Col. Ferreirahad aready been
denounced by the Federal CPI for hisparticipationin organized crime
and contract killingsin Espirito Santo.

Thework of thesetwo police officerseventualy led to asearch
warrant that produced wegponsbelonging to Col. Ferreira, aswell as
judicid authorization to wiretap Ferreira s phone lines and those of
the administrator of the Maruipe Cemetery, José Carlos, and Franciso
Forrechi. These investigations led to the opening of various police
inquiriesinvolving these suspects, especidly concerning thelr involve-
ment with extortion, illega gun possession, the homicide of the ex-
President of the Bus Drivers Union, Jodo Nato Juliano. Moreover,
theinvestigationsfortunately hel ped to prevent an assassination at-
tempt on the life of public prosecutor Paulo Panaro from Pancas.
Records show that Col. Ferreirawasto receive 100,000.00 R$ (one
hundred thousand Brazilian Redls), roughly US$ 40,000.00 for the
murder.

Didtrict Chief Cunha Pereirareceived information to the effect
that Col. Ferreirapromised to kill him and hisfamily if he were not
removed fromtheinquiries. Thisled Pereirato cite Ferreiraand take
his statement about these thrests.

In January 2002 Manuel CorreiadaSilvaFilhowasarrested in
Caiacica Inhisforma statement, SilvaFilho provided detailsof Cal.
Ferreird s involvement in numerous homicides, either as the com-
mander of the operation or theintermediary. SlvaFilho dso informed
the policethat Col. Ferreirawas planning the deaths of anumber of
policeauthorities, judgesand public prosecutors. A further corrobora-
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tion of thisinformation came from D6rio Antunes, who sought out
District Chief Josemar Esperandio and requested that heinform the
two digtrict chiefsthat Ferreirahad stated that “they [ Cunha Pereira
and Bahiense Moreira] would be diminated.”

TheDidtrict Chiefs sent afurther communication, dated April
26, 2002, to the State Chief of Police, reminding him that they had not
yet received any response to their earlier communication made in
February. They aso indicated that there was new information that
highlighted the seriousness of the situation.®

In the April 26, 2002 communication, Cunha Pereira and
Bahiense Moreira stated that on April 23 they were requested to
appear in Judge Patricia PereiraNeves' chambers. The judgetold
thetwo officersthat she had beeninformed that Military Police Cpt.
Luiz, Military Police Sgt. Daberto and former Military Police Offic-
ers SilvioHomero and Samud Vidiga de Souza(known as“Muca’)
were being contracted for 50,000 reals (fifty thousand redls, roughly
US$ 20,000.00) per contract, tokill District Chief Pereira. The con-
tracts were made through the intermediary Military Police Ma).
Fabrizia, under the ordersof, or intermediation of, Military Police Cal.
Swadter GomesFerrera. In addition to thethese military police offic-
ers, former Military Police Officer Vitor, aresdent of Cocd, Vila
Vdha, and aformer member of the Civil Police, knownas*McGyve”,
were also being recruited to participate in the attempt on Cunha
Pereird slife. The judge aso informed the two district chiefs that
these people were connected with the killing of the attorney Marcelo
Denadai, on April 15, 2002.

Onthe sameday, April 23, 2002, Digtrict Chief Pereira ssister
inlaw, ClaudiaRodriguesde Arajo, ateacher intheMariaOlindade
Menezes School, Continental-Serra, found an unsigned message on
her desk writtenin red ink. It contained the following message: “Hi!!
| know!!! Whosesister inlaw [you are]. But you' re attractive, beau-
tiful. Could it be, could it be? Do you likethiscolor....What will you

®Document sent to Police Chief Jodo Manoel Rodrigues Lima, April 26, 2002.
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think of me?° [sic]”

Also onthesameday, District Chief Moreirawas called to the
Public Safety Secretariat. There, Undersecretary Almerinda Capeli
Sauéinformed him that the Secretariat had received an anonymous
tip, through the police hotline, sating that Col. Ferreirawas preparing
an operation to end hislife.

District Chief FabianaMaioral

Police Didrict Chief FebianaMaiord, origindly from Séo Paulo,
hasworked in Espirito Santo for ten years. Beforearrivingin Vitéria,
the state capital, she spent yearsin anumber of smaller citiesinthe
morerura areasof the state.

Thethreats againg Maiord began when shewasadigtrict chief
inthe city of Martins City, in 1998. Her duties at the timeincluded
investigating drug trafficking, homicide and bank robberies. Her work
incriminated Military Police Sgt. Aloiso Modulo de Almediaasone of
the heads of organized crimeinthecity. Sgt. Mddulo de Almediawas
tiedto Cal. Ferreira, known to beinvolved with drug trafficking, the
hiring of hit men, and death squads.

To investigate these illegal operations, District Chief Maioral
requested support from theintelligence unit of Espirito Santo s Mili-
tary Police, which responded by sending ateam. Theinvestigations
led to the transfer of Sgt. Modulo de Almeidato the city of Pedro
Canério. Rather than prosecuting him for the crimeshewasalleged
to have committed, the Espirito Santo authorities smply relocated
him.

Effectively immunefrom prosecution, Sgt. Modulo de Almeida
then contracted four hit men to executethedigtrict chief. On a Satur-
day in February 1999, Didrict Chief Maiord was on her way to work

3% Letter written with a ballpoint pen in red ink showed by Fabiana Maioral to Global
Justice Center researchers, June 28, 2002.
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from DomingosMartinsto AnchietaCity. Assheleft her house she
noticed ared taxi parked in front of her garage. A few metersahead,
when she stopped at acrossing, sheredlized that the taxi wasbeside
her and that another car, awhite Gol, was drawing near. Becoming
suspicious, she called the police station, and told the dation that two
carswerefollowing her. Shethen requested that the station call her
cellular phone every five minutes. At aconvenience store near the
Domingos Martins city limits she stopped in order to lose the cars.
However, when sheleft the store sheredlized they were il follow-
ing her. At this point she called the Federal Highway Police, who
waited for her at thefoot of ahill. Until shearrived at the point where
the Highway Police were waiting for her, the two cars repeatedly
swerved in front of her vehicle, cutting her off. When she stopped
next to the Highway Police, the other two cars continued on.

Even after thisepisode, Digtrict Chief Maiord did not alow the
threets to undermine her work. However, this changed when, in 1999,
Cléso Rosada Silvawas arrested in Domingos Martins. Among his
possessionsthe police found acellular phone bill that showed that da
Silvahad made anumber of tdephonecalsto Didrict Chief Maiord’s
home phone number, her cell phone, and to the Domingos Martins
police gation. By thistime, Digtrict Chief Maiord wasdready work-
ing in Vitoria but came back to Domingos Martins to talk with da
Silva, asthe dates of the phone calls coincided with the threats that
she had received. Da Silvadenied having rung the police ation and
the duty officer at the station at thetime supported that affirmation.
At that point, Maioral gave up trying to obtain information.

On February 1, 2000, da Silva was arrested again. When he
saw Digtrict Chief Maioral, he promised to tell her everything. Da
Silvastated that he had been contracted by Sgt. Almeidato threaten
her, and that Almeidahimself had purchased the cellular phonefrom
which da Silvahad made the phone calls. Moreover, herelated that
the occupants of the two cars that had followed her were hitmen.
Thewhite Gol belonged to apoliceman that a so worked asasecurity
guard for Cpl. Camata, who at that time was the mayor of acity in
Espirito Santo state. Da Silva provided information about anumber of
crimes, and was ultimately placed in the federal witness protection

program.

1381

Didtrict Chief Maord registered aforma complaint against Sgt.
Almeida, but theinvestigation into the matter failed to advance. At
the end of 2000, the police district chief overseeing the matter re-
quested apre-trid detention order for Sgt. Almeida. On April 4, 2002,
thefile concerning the matter wasforwarded to the court but, at this
writing, had still not been returned. Currently, Sgt. Almeidaisthe
president of the Marecha Floriano Town Council.

In 2000, while Digtrict Chief Maioral was working in the
Fazendéria Police Station, she was sought out by a woman. The
woman told Maioral that she was there to recover a debt owed.
Maioral, however, did not know the woman nor did she understand
the reference to the debt owed. The woman explained that Maioral
owed the debt to an ex-employee of hersand that thisemployeewas
waiting for her on the ground floor. District Chief Maiora planned to
go to meet the man, but when she mentioned this, two fellow police-
men instead accompanied thewoman to the ground floor. When they
arrived there, there were two men waiting. However, when these
men saw the policemen accompanying the woman (insteed of Maord)
they fled. DaSilva, when hewas arrested for the second time, stated
that one of thesetwo men was Sgt. Almeidaand that thewoman had
been used as bait. The plan had been to kill Maiora as she came
downthestairs. Maioral aso discovered that Col. Ferreirahad told
Almeidato reducethethreatsto Maiora, given the greater than ex-
pected impact they were having on the group’ s other operations.

In 2001, shortly after leaving thefedera witness protection pro-
gram, da Silvawas shot dead by abullet to the head.

Digtrict Chief Maiord wasthetarget of afurther threat in 2001,
when she wasinvestigating misappropriation of fundsin the Nationa
Highway Patrol (Departamento Nacional de Estradas e Rodagem,
DNER), the Ruschi Foundation, and the SEDU Secretariat of Edu-
cation. She went so far asto request the pre-trial detention of the
Undersecretary of SEDU, Paulo Stefenoni, and of the Government
Secretary, Gentil Antonio Rui, brother-in-law of the Governor, aswell
asthat of two directorsof theteam that were responsiblefor revising
the budget.

During this period, areporter came to warn her that while he
was doing areport in the SEDU he heard a policeman say that the
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Maiord was*“messing” with hisuncle and that if this continued, she
would not livemuch longer. Digtrict Chief Maiord passed thisinfor-
mation to the State Police Chief and the Office of the Public Pros-
ecutor. Oneweek later, Paulo Stefenoni was arrested. When District
Chief Maiora was processing the arrest warrant, she met the police
district chief that had been accused of threatening her. Hetold her
that she was bothering people and that heintended to kill her. Maiora
told thedigtrict chief that if heweregoing tokill her that he should do
it likeaman, whilefacing her, and not by shooting her from behind.

Towardsthe end of November 2001 the District Chief was pur-
sued by amotorcyclist as sheleft the police station. When she stopped
at atraffic light, the motorcyclist stopped aongside her and made a
gestureindicating that shewas being watched. Digtrict Chief Maiora
registered another officia police complaint about thisincident.

Through sourcesthat she preferred not to reveal, Chief Maiora
discovered that Stefenoni’ sson, Rodrigo, had met with VerezaGuerra
(aformer district police chief), Pedro Suzano and JorgeLemosina
gasstationin VilaVeha The meeting was held to organize the con-
tracting of hitmen to execute not only Maiora but a so public pros-
ecutors Fabio Veo, Fébio Ribero, Fernando Ramos and Evaldo
Martineli, who were a so investigating government corruption.

Maiora was eventually taken off her investigations and trans-
ferred to the Homicide and Citizen Protection Division (Diviso de
Homicidios e Protecéo a Pessoa, DHPP) where, at thiswriting, she
had been for the past eight months.
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IV. Threats Against Members of the
Legislature and Executive Branches of
Government

State Repr esentative Claudio Vereza®

Claudio Verezaisastate legid ative representative and member
of the Workers™ Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores, PT) in Espirito
Santo.

In October 1999, Vereza played animportant rolein the estab-
lishment of the civil society forum“ Fight Back Espirito Santo” (Fordm
Reage Espirito Santo) asone of the principal coordinators. Asare-
sult of thisrole, Verezabegan to receive threats.

[N 1999, the President of the L egidative Assembly, Representa-
tive Gratz, had invited Verezato preside over the State CPI on drug
trafficking. Vereza consulted his colleaguesin the Workers' Party,
and together they set out aseries of conditionsto be met if hewereto
participate. Upon learning of the conditions, Representative Gratz
rescinded theinvitation. Verezastated publicly that the state CPI had
beeninfiltrated by organized crime dements, and thet theinquiry would
not produce meaningful results. Vereza's concernswere ultimately
confirmed: whenthe CPI presented itsfindings, it concluded that there
was no organized crimein Espirito Santo.

One or two days after the establishment of the Forum, Vereza
was confronted by the President of the Legidative Assembly who
said that “we were speaking rubbish about him [the President] inthe
Forum.”

The Forum established itsdlf as perhapsthe most important civil
society group in Espirito Santo: aspace in which citizensand groups

3 Global Justice Interview, Claudio Vereza, Espirito Santo State Legislative Repre-
sentative, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, June 27, 2002.
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could lodge complaintsabout corruption, organized crime, and submit
theexercise of public power to public scrutiny in away that not pos-
sbleinthe Legidative Assembly. Verezahad made himsdlf available
at the Forum to receive complaints or information about organized
crime.

Verezawasunder Federa Police protection between Novem-
ber 1999 and March 2001. He then asked the protection to belifted,
for personal reasons and because he believed that the situation had
dabilized.

Verezd svishility asadate representativeincreased sgnificantly
with the creation of the CPI on bribery, when he assumed aconsder-
able media presence, and became well-known in thelocal society.
Hisincreasing public presence made it more difficult for him to be
persondly attacked.

Vereza has a so been the subject of other formsof intimidation.
Gilson Lopes, former police officer and currently a State Represen-
tative, in an attempt to discredit V ereza, made public aninvestigation
involving Verezain neighboring Minas Gerais sate, but which had
dready been dismissed. Theinvestigation concerned theirregular sdle
at inflated prices of whed chairs from a small factory in Espirito
Santo to the Government of Minas Gerais. Theinvestigation which
first cited Verezaasawitness, later characterized him as a suspect.
Intheend, Vereza established that he had no rolein thefactory and
theinvestigation was closed. State L egidative Representative Gilson
Lopes madetheinvestigation public in Espirito Santo, causng ame-
diascandd and & the sametime sought Vereza simpeachment. Later,
theimpeachment processagainst V erezawas al so dismissed.

During the June 20 meeting of the Ministry of Justice sHuman
Rights Council in Brasilia, Néson Aguiar, attorney for the Governor
of Espirito Santo, once again raised the subject of the overpriced
whedlchairs, inan attempt to intimidate Vereza. Aguiar told Verezain
athreatening tone that he should be careful sincetherewas till an
investigation (regarding whed chairs) pending against himin Espirito
Santo. Nélson’sthreat against V erezawas witnessed by the Execu-
tive Director of the Globa Justice Center, James Cavalaro, and by
Iriny Lopes, who were a so participating in the meeting.
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TheBreak-In at the SerraHuman Rights Secr etariat®®

-Background

The SerraMunicipdity in Espirito Santo isone of themost vio-
lent municipditiesin Bradil. With apopulation of roughly 330,000 in-
habitants, in 2001 the municipdity recorded 322 homicides Thistrans-
lates to 100 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants per year (more than
twicetheofficid ratefor Rio de Janeiro, for example, and higher than
the general rate of Espirito Santo State.)

The SerraMunicipality Human Rights Secretariat was estab-
lished in January 2001. Sinceitsestablishment, it hasimplemented a
seriesof socia programsin poorer communities. Some of these pro-
gramsfocused on mobilizing res dentsto disarm and the strengthen-
ing of peacein poor communities. Dueto their presencein the com-
munities, Human Rights Secretariat staff began to receive complaints
relating to violent acts by corrupt policemen, membersof organized
crime, and locdl traffickers (especialy wholesalers). The Secretaria’s
work in the poorer communitiesgained acertain level of prominence
inthelocd media

Nonetheless, the relationship between the military police and
organized crimein the Serracontinued. According to the Commander
of the SerraBattalion of the Military Police, of an approximate total
of 400 military policemen in the Battalion, around fifty had direct con-
nectionswith corruption and organized crime.

-The Break-In

On January 25, 2002, when the staff from the Human Rights
Secretariat arrived at the main office, located in acommercia build-
ing in the center of the city, they realized that a break-in had oc-
curred. A door had been broken, tablesand other furniture had been
moved, documentsinterfered with, and someitems had been taken.

3Global Justice Inerview, Givaldo Vieira de Souza, Givaldo Vieira de Souza, Former
Municipal Secretary for Human Rights and Patricia Henzell, Director of the Nucleus
for Public Safety Policy,Vitéria, Espirito Santo, June 28, 2002.
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Theteam contacted the SerraMunicipa Secretary of Human Rights,
Givado VieradaSiva, and thedirector of theMunicipdity’ s Center
for the Study of Public Security Policy, PatriciaHenzell. Secretary
Givado advised the team to cdl the police and not touch anything.
One of the team members, Rosalva de Oliveira Cardoso, followed
thisadvice and called Col. Tomé. Col. Tomé then called the Police
Intelligence Bureau before8.15a.m.

Secretary Givaldo and Patriciaarrived at the Secretariat and
carefully observed the scene of the break-in. Both noticed a series of
unusua detalls. Firg, dthough some vauables had been taken, anum-
ber of other valuableitems, such asnew computerstill intheir boxes,
had not been touched. * Givado dso obsarved that in his office, some-
body had rifled through his documents and other items left on the
table, something that had not happened in the other rooms of the
Secretariat.

-Thelnvestigation

Teams from both the Civil and Military Police arrived at the
Secretariat. They aso considered it strangethat those responsiblefor
the break-in had left behind anumber of vauableitems. The Military
Police investigated the break-in and noted their observations. The
Civil Police Chief of Serra, caled by the Secretariat, appeared at the
office with two detectives, and requested the presence of theforen-
sic unit after evauating the Situation. Two expertsfromtheforensic
unit, aphotographer and amember of thefingerprinting unit, photo-
graphed and collected evidence from the office.

A number of months afterwards, in responding to an internal
request from the SerraMunicipality, the Secretariat sought copies of
registered civil and military policeinvestigation reports. They were

%According to the Incident Report registered two months after the break-in, the
following items were taken: two mice, two key boards, two monitors, one printer,
one television, one fax, one video cassette player, one overhead projector, and a
number of law books. Incident Report No. 3263/01 from Espirito Santo State Secre-
tariat of Public Safety and Serra Civil Police, May 22, 2002.
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ableto obtain copies of the origina registration of theincident. How-
ever, when they requested the military and civil police incident re-
ports, Secretariat staff discovered that these documents no longer
existed. The Secretariat was also unable to confirm whether such
documentation had infact ever existed. After anumber of attempts
to find the documentation, the Secretariat officially registered the
bresk-in, for asecond time, on May 22, 2002.°

At thiswriting, neither ex-Secretary Givaldo nor the Secretariat
team had received explanations concerning the missing informetion.

“Incident Report No. 3263/01, from Espirito Santo State Secretariat of Public Safety

and Serra Civil Police, May 22, 2002.

1451



V. Threats Against Members of Civil Society

AgesandrodaCosta Pereira®

Inthe second haf of 1999, civil society organizetionsin Espirito
Santo, including the Bar Association of Espirito Santo (Ordem dos
Advogados do Brasil, OAB/ES), created the Forum Fight Back
Espirito Santo to fight violence, organized crime, and serious human
rightsviolationsin the state. Beginning in September 1999, OAB/ES
President Agesandro da Costa Pereirabegan receiving threatsthat
he attributesto his participation in the Forum. In the first months of
the Forum’ sexistence, an unidentified caller warned that abomb had
been placed in the OAB/ES main offices, where the Forum had been
mesting.

Over the course of thelast two and ahdf years, daCostaPereira
has received many threstening telephone cdls. According to hisstate-
mentsto the Globa Justice Center, thesethrestening callswere made
to hisgpartment in Vitoriaaswell asto his OAB office and involved
both male and female voices. The calerswarned da Costa Pereirato
not bother the Scuderie Detetive Le Coq, inssting that it would react
if provoked. The callswere most frequent between September 1999
and March 2001, after which the calls stopped for abrief time.

Following the April 2002 murder of lawyer Marcelo Denadai, da
CogtaPereirabegan receiving threstening phone calsagain, thistime
with an even greater frequency. According to da Costa Pereira, be-
tween mid-April and late June, he had received four such calls, as
well astwo threatening letters. In response, the OAB placed atrace
to identify the origin of the calls on da Costa Pereira s telephone

“ Global Justice Interview, Agesandro da Costa Pereira, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, June
25,2002.
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lines. The trace has registered calls from pay phonesand, in some
cases, cdlsfrom statesfar from Espirito Santo, including one cdl that
da Costa Pereiraremembers as originating from the state of Ceara.

On April 24, 2002, the CDDPH convenedin Brasiliafor ameet-
ing in which the situation in Espirito Santo featured prominently on
the agenda. Da Costa Pereira was invited to this session and at-
tended. Two days after the meeting, someone broke into his beach
house, stole a bicycle, and |eft a handwritten note of two or three
lineswarning daCosta Pereirato watch out becausethey knew where
hiswifeand granddaughter lived.*

Approximately ten days after this, atypewritten letter arrived at
the OAB officein Vitoriathat contained especialy disturbing threats
againgt daCostaPereira. In particular, the author of the letter dem-
onstrated extensive knowledge of da Costa Pereira swhereabouts
and habits, aswell asthose of hisrdatives, colleagues, and friends:

How many federa agentswill be assigned to protect you, your
four children (including the one that you had out of wedlock), your
grandchildren (especidly thosewho livewith your sonin Minas Gerais),
your wife, and your friends? Will these agents protect al of your
friendstoo?Will they also protect, for example, the Vice-President of
the Bar Association, who usudly drivesat night in Vitdria? How about
her children, too, the onesthat attend collegein the city and are often
by themselves? And how about your General Secretary, who hasa
housein Nova Almeidaand usually goesfishing a one? How about
his children? And what about your Treasurer, who has ahousein
Jacareipe and is often quite exposed—he can easily be robbed and
killed. And what about his children?What about your secretary that
usudly walksthrough downtown at night, and goes back to her house
inVilaVehaat night—she can be attacked, too. Y ou should redlly
think about it. If you ever disappeared, the Minister and President of
the Federd Bar would only fed bad for acoupleof days. Y ou aready
make good money, why make thingsworse? Y ou should pay more
attention to what you do. Taking too much was what finished off

2 |bid.
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Denadal, and could finish off othersthat you know. Crimeisrampant
inthis state. Anyone could be attacked and try to fight back....and
then.... Let metdl you, you' re not degling with “the little people.”
We know where you are and what you say before you even think
about it. Don’t even think that the courts will do anything because
therearealot of very powerful peopleinvolved. Y ou should just worry
about the Bar Association’ sbusiness. Or maybe you think that your
houseissafe. Look, therearemillionsof bicycdesout there, Agesandro,
nobody needed to stedl yours. How may people can you stand to bury
at your age? Or do you think someone stupid would kill you? How
many lawyers can the Federa Police protect? Will you try to protect
them all? Remember the Bar secretary that died in Rio? Did you
know that there are Bar members who watch everything that you
and your friendsdo?Y ou makealot of people unhappy, but you don't
know who they are or how many areout there. Arethererealy that
many people that want to seethe Bar taking care of your problems
for you? What do you think you are going to accomplish by saying the
samething again and again? How much do you think the thingsyou
arefighting for areworth? That’ sjust how theworld works. At your
age, wisdom should speak a little louder. You aren’'t being wise,
Agesandro. Think about it.

After the Attorney Generd of Brazil declined to accept the OAB,
and later Minigtry of Justice request for federd intervention in Espirito
Santo, the threats against the OAB intensified. On July 9, 2002 an
anonymouscaler contacted the OAB’ sheed office. A counsdor, who
prefersnot to beidentified, took the call. The caller stated:®

“Caller: Isthat Dr...? | want totalk to her.

OAB: Sheisnot here. Do you want to | eave a message?

Caller: I'mafriend of hers. | wanted to give her some ad-

vice. Pay close attention. You [ the OAB] have said too much.

No oneisimmortal. Thisisnot going to end nicely. | think

“Transcription of an anonymous telephone call made to the head office of the OAB/
ES, July 9, 2002.
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it’ sistimeto shut up. You have to be quiet now. Enough of
all this mess. The attorney has young children. She hasa
son and a daughter in university, who goes out in the city
and works here.

That other guy that spoke on TV today also has a young
son. He even went out with himtoday. And we' re not fooling
around. We' Il act, because nobody isimmortal. Enough of
all this, becauseif not, we are going to have to take mea-
sures. Can’t you see that none of thisis going anywhere?
There’ s no minister of justice that’s going to do anything.
We'restrong. We'll deal of you.

OAB: Who isgoing to deal with us?

Caller: Let’sjust say that we are a group of friends. A very
strong group of friendsthat isgoing to deal with you people.”

ThreatsAgainst Jodo Miguel Feu Rosaand HisFamily

Jodo Miguel Feu Rosaisafederd representative and member
of the Brazilian Social Democratic Party (Partido da Social
DemocraciaBraslera, PSDB). Ever since hefirg took officein 1999,
he has spoken out in favor of the protection of human rights. Over the
last few months, he has been receiving repeated threats dueto his
work to support human rights, as have two of hisrelativeswho are
judgesin Espirito Santo. Feu Rosa’ s officein Brasiliahas received
numerous anonymous telephone callsthreatening to kill him aswell
astheserelatives. The calls were traced to public phone boothsin
Espirito Santo. Additionally, hisoffice aso received an anonymous,
threatening letter that not only made reference to people suspected
of organized crimind activity in Espirito Santo, but also demongtrated
detailed knowledge of Rosa swhereabouts.

The Global Justice Center was given accessto aletter sent to
Feu Rosa sfamily, signed by a certain Jeremias Muniz, that merits
trandationinitsentirety:

“TotheFeu RosaFamily:
| have known you a long time. Last week | was at the gas
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station and over heard a conver sation between Col. Ferreira
and some other guy | don’t know other than that he' scalled
Diu, and they were talking about murder. They stayed there
alongtimearranging the murder of [ Sate] Deputy Baiense
[sic], of areporter fromRio, and of Feu Rosa, and | hear

Col. Ferreirasay that Feu Rosa was going to get fucked up
because he caused problems for the Marval people and
fucked with himin court, and that they knew of the deal

with Denadai and that the Marval people were going to
guaranteethat thejob would be done becausethey are pow-
erful folks, and he said that Deputy Baiense[ sic] got lucky
that he didn’t turned into mincemeat because some son of a
bitch squealed, but now it wasfor real. They always cometo
thegasstationto arrangekillings, and sometimeseven [ Sate]

Deputies show up and they have alot of money, and | heard
Diu say that the job would be done by the people fromRio,
and Col. Ferreira said that the TV Globo reporter was a
stupid faggot that gave up the chance to make a million by
not talking and is now going to diein the attack so he can
exposecriminalsin hell. | heard Diu say that in the woods
near the entranceto the court they could kill any son of a
bitch that they wanted to. | got scared because alot of mur-
derswere arranged there at the gas station, and the guy
that told me said that he hid so hedidn’t die, and | amgoing
to get the hell out of the gas station tomorrow but | want to
warnyou [and] that | owealot to your family and you need
to take care because there are big people involved, even
[ Sate] Deputies, and | head that the Marval people were
going to take care of everything and that they have money
and that the newspaperscan't stop bullets. | can’t say any-
thing else but | haveto warn you to watch out becausethere
are powerful people involved, even [State] Deputies.
Dionisio isthe guy who knows about the whole conver sa-
tion at the gas station, [ heis] the gas station attendant. He
livesin the Barcelona neighborhood on Vereador Batista
Street in the back of Souza bakery that his son-in-law owns.
Another guy who has stuff to tell is Zeca, the waiter at the
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gasstation bar, and he even went to the police and said that
he worked at the gas station and that these people con-
trolled THE STATE fromthat station and Zeca did ajob for
Colond Ferreirain exchangefor anew[Fiat] Gol. Helives
on Ulisses Guimar&es Street in Feu Rosa and that he was
the Colonel’ sinside man.

| am going to Teixeira Segunda but I’m reminding you to
pay for my father’ streatment—make surel receivethe pay-
ment.

JeremiasMunizdeBarcelona. [sic].”

EduardoFaustini #

A television reporter from the Globo networked mentionedin
the preceding text is Eduardo Faugtini. During aproject on which he
wasworking for the Sunday evening program “ Fantéstico,” he spent
amonth undercover asthe Secretary of the Séo Gongalo Town Council
Planning Unit (Rio de Janeiro State). Faustini stated that during this
time he was offered a bribe to contract the services of acompany
caled Marval Comércio and Services (based in Espirito Santo) as
well asother companies.

Faustini taped anumber of conversations, which were subse-
quently aired on the Fantéastico nationa television program. Inthese
conversations, Migud Macedo, aMarva lobbyigt, offered abribe of
20% in return for a contract with the Town Council. Macedo told
Faudtini that the sametype of schemewasbeing run between Marval
and public adminigtrationsin Belford Roxo (Rio de Janeiro State) and
inVilaVeha(Espirito Santo State). Heexplained that, in VilaVelha
for example, a20% commission was paid by Marva to the Transport
Secretary, Miguel Fernandes. Fernandes then passed on a further
“commission” to theMayor, Max Filho.

4 www.seculodiario.com.br, July 7, 2002.
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Asdready mentioned, Barcd ond sstatement indicatesthet there
isaplan to kill Faustini (Fantastico’s producer) in asimulated rob-
bery. Faustini gave a statement to the Office of the Federal Public
Prosecutor about the criminal operation that culminated inthe April
15, 2002 murder of lawyer Joaguim Marcelo Denadai. Faustini is
considered akey witnessin theinvestigation of businessesand town
councils (both in Rio de Janeiro State and Espirito Santo State) in-
volvedin bribery.

Maria das Gracas Nascimento Nacort 4°

Mariadas Gragas Nascimento Nacort is the President of the
Associaion of Mothersand Rdatives of Victimsof Violencein Espirito
Santo State (Associacdo deMaeseFamiliaresde VitimasdaVioléncia
no Estado do Espirito Santo, AMAFAVV-ES).

On June 20, 1999, Nacort’s son, Pedro Nacort Filho (Pedro),
waskilled by military policein Vitdria, Espirito Santo. Pedro had gone
out to buy cigarettesin anearby bar at around 12:45 am., and stayed
to have aquick beer. At around 1:20 am., he was attacked on his
way back home by four military policemen that he knew on Seventh
of September Street in downtown Vitéria. Thefour officersshot him
atotd of eighteentimes.

Military police officers Sgt. Judison Jackson Coutinho Rufino,
Chief Arildo Nascimento, and Officer Erivelto de SouzaPereira(nick-
named “Diabo Louro,” or “Blond Devil™), and Civil Policeman Wil-
son Pereirawereinitialy identified asthose responsiblefor Pedro’s
killing.

Six months after her son’ smurder, Nacort becamedisillusioned
with the progress of the police inquest and began to investigate the
case on her own. She sought out human rightsactivist Isaias, amem-

% Global Justice Interview, Maria das Gragas Nascimento Nacort, Vitéria, Espirito
Santo, June 27, 2002.
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ber of the Nationa Human Rights M ovement (M ovimento Nacional
de Direitos Humanos, MNDH) who has been helping her sincethe
murder. At that point, she began to receive death threats.

Thefirst threat was in amessage left with Nacort’ s sister. A
uniformed military policeman stopped her in the Antares Building
Shopping Mall, near Maria sresidence, and said, “Don’t look at me.
Youtell your sister that she’ d better shut up or leavethe state. If she
doesn’'t shut up, we' regoing to fill her facewith lead.”

Ever sincethefirgt incident, Nacort has publicized the detail s of
thethreats by releasing them to the press, to the policeinvestigator
handling the case of her son’smurder, aswell asto the Federa Of-
fice of the Public Prosecutor in Epirito Santo. In the meantime, mea:
sures have not been taken to identify those responsiblefor the threets,
nor has she been offered police protection.

In 2000, the investigation into the murder was forced to begin
anew after afirein the Forum’s office destroyed many casefiles,
including the Nacort homicide. Nacort suspects that arson wasin-
volved.

Approximately two years after her son’ sdesth, Nacort founded
the AMAFAVV-ES, uniting familiesin smilar Stuations. Currently,
about eighty familiesparticipatein AMAFAVV-ES.

Some months after thefoundation of AMAFAVV-ES, apair of
officers arrested two boys in the Argola precinct. One of the two
officersinvolved was Officer Erivelto, one of those accused of ex-
ecuting Pedro. One of the boys, afriend of Nacort’ snephew, told her
that Officer Erivelto had told them that they would be set up to take
the blamefor Pedro’s murder because things were heating up with
the case. Nacort sought out Police District Chief André Luiz Cunha
Pereiraof the DHPP and filed acomplaint based on what her friend
had heard. Cunha Pereira questioned the two boys; they informed
him that awitnessto Pedro’ s death was being threatened by police
and had |eft the neighborhood. The witness was then questioned as
part of theinvestigation and placed into the Witness Protection Pro-
gram.

In 2001, Nacort and agroup of mothersfrom AMAFAVV-ES
traveled to Brasilia to participate in meetings of the Human Rights
Commission of the Federal House of Representatives (Comisséo de
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DireitosHumanos, CDH), the Federal Justice Ministry, and the Su-
preme Federd Court (Supremo Tribuna Federd) to testify about the
gate of crimind impunity in Espirito Santo. While she was ill in
Brasilia, apolice officer called one of her sonsat his place of work
and threatened him, saying, “Now that your mother hasrun away to
Brasilia, wewant your head, too.”

Nacort hasa so received threatening phone calsat home. “ They
aways told me to shut up, or they were going to fill my face with
lead,” Nacort told the Global Justice Center. The voicewas not al-
waysthesame, but it wasalwaysmale.

On or about December 18, 2001, upon returning to Vitériafrom
Brasilia, aman accosted Maria on the street. The perpetrator said
from behind, “Don’t look behind you. Either you stop and get the hell
out of the state, or we' regoing tofill your facewith lead. Now, keep
walking straight ahead.”

Policemen threatened Nacort again on March 8, 2002. While
she was organizing members of the AMAFAVV-ESfor ademon-
stration for International Women’sDay in Vitoria s Pracado Papa,
officersin asquad car began to taunt her, saying, “Wehavetokill this
disgrace of awoman, because this she-devil won't shut up.”

On April 30, 2002, Officer Eriveto threatened Nacort yet again,
thistime as she was|leaving the police sation in downtown Vitoria
where she had goneto report the theft of her cellular phone. Asshe
wasexiting the building, Officer Eriveltowaswalkingin. When they
met, he stared her down for severd minuteswith hishand on hisgun.

About fifteen days|ater, astreet child stopped an acquaintance
of Nacort and said, “ Stay away from your friend because they are
going to shoot her and whoever iswith her.” When Nacort’ sacquain-
tance went to ask the child who had said this, she saw Officer Erivelto
inaMilitary Police squad car on the other side of the stret.

On June 5, 2002, Nelson Aguiar, alawyer closdly tied to the
governor of Espirito Santo, publicly threatened Nacort during ataped
interview with her on CBN, aleading Brazilian radio station. The
interview was recorded while Mariawas painting amura with other
AMAFAVV-ESmembersinfront of theorganization’ sbuilding. The
transcript reads:
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Attorney Nelson Aguiar, contracted by Gov.lgnacio Ferreira
to defend the state before the proceedings of the Federal
Human Rights Commission of the Ministry of Justice
(Conselho de Defesa dos Direitos de Pessoa Humana do
Ministério da Justica, CDDPH) on federal interventionin
Espirito Santo, becameirritated this Wednesday morning
with representatives of the Association of Mothersand Rela-
tives of Victims of Violencein Espirito Santo Sate, and with
the Association’ s President, Maria das Gracas Nascimento
Nacort, in particular. Maria Graga was disputing govern-
ment crime statisticswith himwhen theirritated lawyer re-
plied, “ Thisisexactly how crime begins, with disrespect and
intolerance.” Thediscussion ended when Aguiar left for the
conference roomwherethe meeting wasto be held. Sandressa
Carvalho reporting.”

Nacort dso informed the Globa Justice Center that other mem-
bers of AMAFAVV-ES have been threatened. She stated that on
December 26, 2001, lawyer and AMAFAVV-ES member Robson
Zamprogno was murdered.

Loca authoritiesfailed to take measuresto guarantee Nacort's
safety. Although the policereport into Pedro’ skilling found Officer
Erivelto responsible for the crime, the policeman has not been ar-
rested.

Nacort aso reportsthat the DHPP Police Investigatorsthat in-
vestigated Pedro’ scase—André L uis Cunha Pereira, Aeliston Santos
Azevedo, and Jodo Camos—were removed from their postsjust as
they were wrapping up areport holding the four police officersac-
countablefor Pedro’ smurder.

Iriny L opes“®

Iriny Lopesisaleading member of the Workers Party (Partido
dos Traba hadores, PT) of Espirito Santo, as well as an outspoken
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activist for human rights with groups such as the National Human
Rights Movement (Movimento Nacional de Direitos Humanas,
MNDH) and Forum Fight Back Espirito Santo.

Lopes believesthat the situation of human rights defendersin
Espirito Santo changed somewheat for the better since activists con-
vinced thefedera government to send aCPlI to the state to investi-
gatedrug trafficking in 1999. Assuch, she believesthat personsand
organizationsinvolved in human rights activism became morevisble
and moredifficult to murder. However, the threats have not stopped,
and human rights defenders continue to court danger on apermanent
and daily basis. Shed so believesthat wereit not for this newfound
vishility, many human rights defenderswould be dead or would have
had to fleethe State.

L opes emphasi zed that organi zed crime remains a permanent
problem in Espirito Santo becauseits membersinclude high-ranking
public officids. For example, until February 2002, Mério Lopes, ex-
president of the SDLC, was State Secretary of Public Security for
Espirito Santo. Theeffortsof Lopesand journalist Andrei Meirelles
wereresponsiblein part for hisdismissd.

L opes began receiving tel ephone death threatsin 1999, during
the same week as the foundation of the Forum Fight Back Espirito
Santo, indicating that they werein response to the Forum'’ s crestion.

ThePT filed an officid report of these threatswith the Ministry
of Justice on November 9, 1999 (Officia Correspondence No. 645/
PT). Thereport also requested federal police protection for Lopes,
which the Minisiry gpproved on November 18, 1999. At fird, pairsof
officersworking twenty-four hour shifts provided continuous protec-
tion. However, astime passed the shifts gradually grew longer and
longer.

Evenwhile under police protection, Lopes continued to receive
the same anonymoustelephonethrests:

“ Dayscomeand go, but you, Dr. Agesandro,*’ Dr. Ronaldo,*

Badenes,*® and Dr. Ewerton®® aregoing to die.”

% Global Justice Interview, Iriny Lopes, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, June 27, 2002.
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In December 1999, police arrested aman linked to contract kill-
ingsonthedoorstep of Lopes shouse. At firgt, the person said that he
wasaprivateinvestigator investigating an adulterous affair, but fur-
ther research reveal ed the close ties between the arrestee and con-
tracted murdersand deeth squads. However, the Federa Police closed
the case duetoinsufficient evidence.

Lopes a'so recounted an incident that occurred in 2000 while
she was returning to Vitériafrom atrip with a PT leader and two
Federal Police agents. The group was driving at night when they
decided to stop at a diner for a cup of coffee. Shortly after they
entered the establishment, acar pulled into the parking lot. Thethree
men inside got out; one headed toward the bathroom while the other
two went into thediner. When they saw Lopesinside, thingsbecame
very tense. Thetwo men put their hands on their guns and began to
stareat her, and thefederal agentsresponded by placing their hands
ontheir gunsaswell. Lopes became very nervous and was certain
that she knew one of the two men, athough she could not remember
exactly who hewas. The group decided to leave the diner immedi-
ady.

However, when they werewaking out thedoor, Lopesliterdly
ran into the third man, who was coming back from the bathroom. She
immediately redized that it was Colonel Ferreira, who becamefuri-
ous as soon as herecognized her. It was only then that she remem-
bered that the man inside the bar was Officer Piedade, who had been

47 Dr. Agesandro da Costa Pereira is the President of the Brazilian Bar Association
(Ordem dos Advogados do Brasil), Espirito Santo chapter.

“ Dr. Ronaldo Aldo is a federal prosecutor. He has since left the state.

“ Francisco Vicente Badenes Junior is a former police commissioner who has since
left the state and is presently in the Federal Witness Protection Program (Programa
de Protegdo as Vitimas e Testemunhas).

% Dr. Ewerton Montenegro Guimardes is a lawyer who assisted the Federal Public
Ministry in the civil action that sought to breakup Scuderie Detetive Le Coq. Scuderie

is still registered in Brazil as a legal entity.
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convicted and sent to prison for murder and for hiding the body of the
murder victim, and who was likely there for illega motives. Later,
Lopesfound out that the three had cometo make addlivery of stolen
weaponsto anearby farm.

Over the course of 2000 and 2001, Lopes received repeated
telephone calson her cdllular phone saying, “ Time passes, you could
die, and so could [Francisco] Badenesand Ronddo Aldo.” Thevoices
were often different, but the caller always caled fromapublic tele-
phone.

In an October 2001 break-in of state PT headquarters while
Lopeswas president, her itemswere singled out and ransacked. During
the same month, as sheleft for aPT headquarters meeting, shere-
ceived avoicemail on her cellular phone of funera music. Believing
thisto beawarning, she notified the Federd Police.

When shearrived at the PT building with the police, she discov-
ered that the office had been burglarized. However, this was only
apparent after shewalked into her office and found that it had been
ransacked. The burglars had rifled through L opes’ s papers and had
taken only the computer and fax found in her room, leaving behind
newer equipment located in other parts of the headquarters.

Despitethese thrests, the Federa Police Department of Espirito
Santo informed Lopeson November 21, 2001, that it wastemporarily
suspending its persona security services “in light of the Federa
Government’s current lack of resources and necessary budgetary
adjustments, which have even affected the avail ability of gasolinefor
Government vehicles.”*

L opes continuesto receive degth threats. On May 6, 2002, forty-
elght hours before the PT wasto convene and consider nominating
Lopes asits state gubernatorial candidate, she received an anony-
mous call warning her to be careful with what she said, because she
might die before that mesting.

51 Official Correspondence No. 5946/2001 by the Chief of the Political and Social
Order of the Federal Police and issued by the Regional Superintendent of Federal
Police in Espirito Santo, November 21, 2001.
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In 2002, just after the dismissal of State Secretary of Public
Security Mério Lopes, Iriny Lopeswasfollowed by meninawhite
car but shewas unableto take down thelicense plate of the vehicle.
After thisincident, shereceived two morethreatening telephonecalls.
Shewasalso taken aside by someonewho worksinthe State Legis-
lative Assembly with membersof partieslinked with organized crime.
Theindividua spoke about the murder of lawyer Marcelo Denadai
and then “warned” her that “the situation isvery serious. Please be
careful. Bevery, very careful .”

Lopesknowsthat this person hastiesto organized crime, but is
not sure whether thiswas aveiled threat or asincere warning. On
May 14, 2002, L opes reported these eventsto the regional Federa
Police officein Espirito Santo and requested that it reinstate police
protection.

Shortly after this, the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rightsof the OASformally requested that the Brazilian government
take measuresto protect the physical safety of Lopes.

The Globa Jugtice Center informed Her Excellency Hina Jilani,
Specid Representative of the Situation of Human Rights Defenders
and about the threats on June 4, 2002.%

TheMinistry of Justice decided to grant Lopes May 14, 2002,
request and placed her under federal police protection again on June
15, 2002. However, thefederd police agentsthat are protecting Lopes
informed her that they have not received the moneys dueto them for
daily expensesfor at least 30 days. Because of this, they havewarned
her that they may have to suspend her protection.>

52 Official Communication No. 08285.003580/2002-20 to Maria do Socorro Santos
Nunes Tinoco, Police Investigator, May 14, 2002.

53 Official Communication JG/RJ 128/02, from the Global Justice Center, June 4, 2002.
% Global Justice Interview, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, July 11, 2002.
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The Global Justice Center’s Human Rights
Defenders Program

The Global Justice Center has created aspecia programto re-
search, document, and follow human rights violations committed
agang humanrightsdefendersthroughitsperiodicd publication, Front
LineBrazl: Murders, Death Threats, and Other Intimidation of
Human Rights Defenders. In addition, the Center reports serious
human rightsviolaionsto internationd human rightsbodies, including
the OAS sInter-American Commission on Human Rights and the
UN specia mechanisms, in particular, the UN Specia Representa
tive on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders.

Cooperation isimportant to enable usto thoroughly document
abuses againgt human rights defenders. Should you or your organiza:
tion know of any human rights violations against human rights de-
fenders, pleaseforward usall applicableinformetion asregquested by
thefollowing form, to thefollowing address:

CentrodeJustica Global/ Global Justice Center —
Programade Defensoresde DireitosHumanos Human
Rights Defender s Program/

Av. N. S. de Copacabana, 540/ 402
Rio de Janeiro—RJ—Brasil 22020-000
Fax: 55-21 2549-3599
E-mall: defensores@globd.org.br

What is a human rights defender?

Human rights defendersaredl those groupsor peoplethat work
to eiminate the violation of the fundamenta rights and liberties of
individualsor peoples, either ontheir own or with non-governmental
organizations, unions, or socid judticegroupsin generd. Human rights
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defenders can bemembersof governmenta agenciesor non-govern-
menta organizations, including public servantswhoseduty itisto en-
force the law, those who work in prison administration, aswell as
those who work with victims of human rights abuses.

What are the principal right violations committed against
human rights defenders?

The most common rights violations committed againgt human
rights defendersinclude: al forms of attacks against their persons,
psychologica well-being, and dignity, threats of al types, extrajudi-
cid executions, forced disgppearances, arbitrary arrests, frivolousand
harassing lawsuits of dl forms, defamation campaigns, and even more
subtleformsof violence such associa ostracism by associating hu-
mean rightswork with crimina behavior such as*“crimind conspiracy,”
“terrorism,” and “ crimes againg nationa security.” Violence canaso
affect friends, relatives, and associates of human rights defenders.
Such rights violations may be the result of action or inaction by the
Stateor civilian such asmilitias and death squads.

1611



FORM FOR REPORTING RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDERS

PERSONAL INFORMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDER:

Name

Age: Sex:

Occupation:

Title:

Address:

TellFax:

E-mail:

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON REGISTERING

THE COMPLAINT

Name of Organization (if he/she is part of a non-governmental
organization, political party, union or social justice group):

Head of Organization:

Scope of Organization’s Activities:
() municipal () state () regional
() national () international
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Nature of the Organization’s Work (i.e., rural, racial, sexual, en-
vironmental, indigenous peoples, youth, civil and political rights-
related issues):

() Check here if you wish you wish to keep your personal infor-
mation confidential

INFORMATION ABOUT THE VIOLATION:
Description of Rights Violation:

Date:

Place:

Nature of Rights Violation (murder, death threat, physical or psy-
chological aggression, disappearance, arbitrary arrest, frivolous
and intimidating lawsuit, etc.):

Description of Events (please be as detailed as possible):

Was any public authority notified? () yes ( )no

Information about public authority involved, if any (name and de-
partment):
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Title:

Facts surrounding notification:

Has any judicial action begun? () yes ( ) no:

Number of case or police file:

In which jurisdiction has the case been filed?:

Please describe the most recent procedural history of the case:

Other measures taken (local, state, national, or international):

Any additional relevant facts:
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