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2006 ANNUAL REPORT - Publication of the Spanish vesion
July 12, 2007 - Press release
July 17, 2007 - Joint press release
July 26, 2007 - Joint press release

On July 12, 2007, the Observatory published thenSpaversion of its 2006 Annual Report, which wégmlly
launched on March 14, 2007 and which deals withctmses of over 1,300 human rights defenders reguess
well as with obstacles to freedom of associatioabiout 90 countries.

On the occasion of the publication of this Spamistsion of the report, a press conference was ineBbgota
(Colombig and press releases were issued jointly with OM@d@ FIDH member or partner organisations in
GuatemalaandMexicoin order tojnter alia, highlight the situation of human rights defendarthese countries.

In Guatemala where acts of reprisals against defenders cahgtzcreased in 2006, 136 attacks against them
were further recorded in the course of the firgtrabnths of 2007. Defenders of economic, social euitural
rights were particularly targeted. It is also to fleared that the number of these particularly viblattacks
increase in the run-up of the September 2007 gkelections.

In Mexica where the Observatory dealt with 46 cases ohtimhs against defenders in 2006, the most vulteerab
(workers, women, minorities, landless populatioimgligenous communities and their children) seemnbédo
particularly targeted. 2007 witnesses the tendetucystrengthen restrictive legislative frameworksaiagt
fundamental freedoms, and to repress social movesmbnaddition, the actions of the defenders agilarly
criminalised and discredited.

2006 ANNUAL REPORT - Publication in Russian of thepart on “Europe and the CIS”
July 26, 2007 - Press release

While the situation of human rights defenders aeeédom of association is increasingly deterioratingurope
and the Commonwealth of Independent States (Cih®)Gbservatory published on July 26, 2007 the Rassi
version of the part of its 2006 Annual Report dedoto this region. To that extent, two press carfees were
organised, respectively in Moscow and Saint-Petggsbn the presence of the Russian civil society.

Indeed, 2006 witnessed the confirmation of stromgdéncies of repression aimed at reducing - sorastim
drastically - the capacity of independent civil isbg to operate in several countries in Europe andhe
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). Theeglieé used by these States, in particular in se@&
member StatesBglarus, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, TurkmemstUzbekistanwere aimed primarily at
making national laws more restrictive in relatian fteedom of association, thus making it easiecdaotrol
independent civil society, which was frequently sidered as a threat to the maintenance of rulingeps
Freedoms of assembly and peaceful gathering weoeflauted in many countriedterbaijan, Belarus, Belgium,
Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Uzbek)stinaddition, freedom of expression remained 00&the
most common reason invoked for repressing humadntsrigefenders in the region, particularly when deeing
the lack of democracy or freedoms, fighting diséniation or even denouncing corruption or torture.

Human rights defenders were still subjected tooseriretaliation as a result of their activities féhelers were
further subjected to acts of torture and ill-treamts Belarus, Russian Federation, Turkey, Uzbekistan
sometimes leading to deatlufkmenistan They were also victims of death threatdoldova, Russian
Federation, smear campaigndAterbaijan, Greece, Kyrgyzstarjudicial proceedings and arbitrary arrests or
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detentionsRRussian Federation, Turkey, Uzbekigtar constraints upon their freedom of moveméefbaijan,
Belarug.

ARGENTINA - Armed robbery / Harassment
July 16, 2007 - ARG 004 /0707 /OBS 078

On June 26, 2007, around 8.00 p.m., two armed permsatered the premises of the Committee for tHerige of
Health, Professional Ethics and Human Rigl@enité de Defensa de la Salud, la Etica Profesionabs
Derechos HumanosCODESEDH), in Buenos Aires. A computer contagnavidence and archives related to an
ongoing trial against dictatorship was stolen, tbgewith a videotape and various personal belagin

In addition, on July 2, 2007, swastikas were pdime the walls of the Centre of the Human Rightsfé&sionals
(Centro de Profesionales por los Derechos Human@EPRODH), similar to these represented in thietSa
Cross Church, where the founders of the Motheth®May Square Movemen¥igdres de Plaza de Maybad
been illegally confined during the dictatorship.

BELARUS - Obstacles to the freedom of association
August 31, 2007 - Press release

On August 28, 2007, the Ministry of Justice of Republic of Belarus refused to re-register the HurRéghts
Centre “Viasna”, in violation of the Communicatiarf1296/2004 of the United Nations Human Rights
Committee issued on July 24, 2007. The Ministerchaied that “the Charter of the association [did] comply
with the Law on Public Associations”, on the grositldat [it did] not contain concrete goals (whicluld imply
the possibility for the association to develop ®rkive activities), that the information provided some of the
members of the association was mistaken and thefi2@lers out of 69 had been charged with crimafignces,
five of them being convicted.

On July 23, 2007, Viasna had submitted a re-registr request to the Ministry of Justice, which hadeply
within a month.

On October 28, 2003, Viasna had been closed dovardsr of the Supreme Court at the demand of thedly
of Justice, in a context of massive violation af tight to freedom of association

BURMA - Arbitrary detentions / Sentencing / lll-tre atments
August 9, 2007 - MMR 001 / 0807 / OBS 090

On July 24, 2007, the Henzeda Township Court seeteMessrsKo Myint Naing (also known as Myint
Hlaing), Ko Kyaw Lwin, U Hla Shien U Mya Sein U Win and U Myint, six members of Human Rights
Defenders and Promoters (HRDP), to four to eiglatrseimprisonment for “intent to cause public disance”
under the Criminal Procedure Code of Myarfmar

As of the beginning of August 2007, the six men asmad detained and were about to lodge an appedéakto
Supreme Court. No additional information could b&amed since then.

On April 17, 2007, the six men had actively tooktpa the organisation of a human rights educaseminar. On
the next day, six HRDP members who had taken pathis seminar, namely Messtglyint Aye, Maung
Maung Lay, Tin Maung Oo, Yin Kyi, Myint Naing and Kyaw Lwin, had been violently asisad by a group of
more than 100 individuals, including members of th@on Solidarity and Development Association (USDA
the civilian wing of the Burmese military governnerhile returning home.

Furthermore, on July 30, 2007, Mo Min Min , a human rights activist in Pyay Township (WestBago
region), was condemned to three years’ imprisonment ancha dif 300,000 kyats (USD 30) by the Pyay
Township Court for “giving illegal tuition classesh human rights. Mr. Min Min was arrested on July 2007,
one day after he had played a leading organisati@i@ in a human rights education session. Copiethe
Universal Declaration of Human Rights were thezexghi

1 89 associations were dissolved by legal meansO8 2and 2004, several of which were human rightmmisations, and about 40
associations were dissolved by legal means in 2BQBhermore, on August 1, 2005, amendments td_#ve on Public Associations
entered into force in Belarus, thus leading to frrtfestrictions of freedom of association.

2 Mr. Ko Myint Naing was sentenced to eight yeargiison, while Messrs. Ko Kyaw Lwin, U Hla Shien,Mya Sein, U Win and U

Myint were sentenced to four years’ imprisonment.



BURMA - Arbitrary detention / Sentences / lll-treatment
September 13, 2007 - MMR 002 / 0907 / OBS 111

On September 7, 2007, during a trial held insided®an’s Insein prison, MessiBhurein Aung, Kyaw Kyaw,
Wai Lin, Myo Min, Kyaw Win, andNyi Nyi Zaw, six labour rights advocates, were all found guilt “inciting
hatred or contempt for the government”, and soméhei for membership in “illegal associations”. Igies
Thurein Aung, Wai Lin, Myo Min and Kyaw Win werergenced to 28 years prison, while Messrs. Nyi NgwvZ
and Kyaw Kyaw were sentenced to 20 years’ imprisamm

Messrs. Thurein Aung, Kyaw Kyaw, Wai Lin and NyiiNBaw had been arrested on May 1, 2007 after hgldin
May Day celebration and planning to discuss lalauwes at the US Embassy's American Centre. Thistéad
immediately been cancelled subsequent to theisigtre

On May 10, 2007, Messrs. Kyaw Win and Myiin had been arrested on their way to the Thai-Bubaorder in
order to inform the outside world about these May @rrests.

Subsequent to their arrest, the six activists feghltheld at a special interrogation centre, bdfeneg transferred
to the central prison, where they had been repgrtezld in separate buildings, denied visits, alsh aubjected
to cruel and inhuman treatment. Besides, the iogations of the six men by Burmese security agsenioad
reportedly focused specifically on finding linkstlvihe Federation of Trade Unions of Burma (FTUB).

CAMBODIA - Assassination
July 9, 2007 - KHM 004 / 0707 / OBS 075

On July 4, 2007, MrSeng Sarorn a member of the Culture and Environment Presienvassociation (CEPA)
and leader of the community of Sre Kor village (gt reng province), involved in the defence of tighits of
the communities, was shot dead by an unknown pevbde at home with his wife.

In particular, Mr. Seng Sarorn encouraged peoplesrtommunity to protest about illegal forestryldishery, as
well as about land-grabbing issues. Recently, Mro had also been involved in protests demanitiagthe
company Sal Sophea Pheanich give the State’s ffpriestd it had illegally acquired back to the ppaople of
the community.

Although the provincial military police arrived dhe crime scene immediately after the killing, ampioper
investigation seems to have been conducted, whgllted in the contamination of the crime scene.

CAMBODIA - Assault
July 31, 2007 KHM 005/ 0707 / OBS 086

On July 23, 2007, at about 11.30 pm, four assaildmbw a home-made grenade at the front dooreohtime of
Mr. Sat Savuth a human rights campaigner advocating land aresfor rights in Anlong Veng district's Phat
commune (Oddar Meanchey province). Mr. Savuth asidamily were not injured.

In 2005, Mr. Savuth had moved to Anlong provincefear of his life. An unidentified gunman had iedeshot
at him after he had criticised the government qaiom in Tomring commune, Kampong Thom province.
Recently, Mr. Savuth’s denunciations of illegal dotg in the Tomring commune appeared in the repart
Cambodia drafted by the environmental gr@ipbal WitnessentitledCambodia’s Family Treeghe diffusion
of which has been banned by the Government.

Although local authorities have pledged to propémlyestigate into these events, the Governor obAglVeng
province would have dismissed the idea that thechkthgainst Mr. Savuth was “politically motivated quoted
in theCambodia Dailyon July 23, 2007.

CHILE - Hunger strike / Arbitrary detention / Haras sment
August 22, 2007 - CHL 001/ 0705/ OBS 056.7

On August 7, 2007, Mrsluana Calfunao Paillalef lonko (traditional chief) of the “Juan Paillalef” Mapuche
community in the municipality of Cunco in Temuctarsed a “dry” hunger strike along with her sister, Ms.
Luisa Ana Calfunao, in order to draw the attention on the Mapuchepfes rights, as well as to urge the
ratification by Chile of the 169 Convention of tidernational Labour Organisation (ILO). On Augagt 2007,
Mrs. Juana and Luisa Ana Calfunao decided to aarnyith their hunger strike but to resume drinking.

Mrs. Juana and Luisa Ana Calfunao are currentlyimgaior a ruling of the Constitutional Court withspect to

3 A dry hunger strike means that the hunger strikefrein from eating and drinking.
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incidents that occurred in the Temuco Court in Noler 2008 They respectively face 15 and 10 years of
imprisonment.

CHINA - Arbitrary detention / Torture and ill-treat ment
July 5, 2007 - CHNOO4 / 0406 / OBS 044.4

On May 15, 2007, MsMao Hengfeng an activist who has been active in opposing the&se family planning
policy as well as forced evictions in Shanghai, wassferred from the police detention centre teqor, in
particularly degrading circumstances, as she wasgwen one very thin and loose shirt to wear, athcould
hardly cover her body. When she protested, poka ber up and upon arrival at the prison, sheimvagediately
put in solitary confinement. Ms. Mao subsequentbrted a hunger strike to protest against her tsaoaOn
three occasions, prison guards forced her to yag her hands and opening her mouth by force,iaggtting a
tube into her throat. Prison guards also assigeedral inmates to watch and insult her. Moreoves, Mao
suffers from high blood pressure and arthritis wptinful joints, and her detention conditions axéremely
harsh: with no chairs or bed provided to her, skeeth sit or lie on the cold and wet floor.

On June 28, 2007, her husband visited her, ancesteg that the prison authorities allow her lavtgevisit her
and help her prepare for an appeal against hegrsemtas well as to improve her conditions of deian

On April 16, 2007, the Shanghai Municipal No. 2emmediate People’s Court had upheld on appeal the
sentencing of Ms. Mao Hengfeng to two and a haéfrgeimprisonment for “intentional damage of prdpér
after she had broken a lamp in the room where atiebken arbitrary placed under “soft detentionfrifday 23
to June 30, 2006

CHINA - Obstacles to freedom of expression
July 12, 2007 - Open letter to the President of thE®DC Coordination Commission

On July 5, 2007, during the session of the Intéonat Olympic Committee (IOC) in Guatemala City, .NHein
Verbruggen, the President of the Beijing-2008 Comiibn Commission, would have declared that thg ima
which the Games are being used “as a platform foumgs with political and social agendas [...] is ofte
regrettable”. In addition, he would have called ®Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games
(BOCOG) to “take steps to negate” such human riggendas.

The Observatory expressed its concern with thetiveganpact that such declarations could have ersttuation

of human rights defenders in China, which is alyeaxtremely precarious. The Observatory furthengsa out
that these declarations were violating the Olyn@inarter, according to which the goal of Olympisnipiace
sport at the service of the harmonious developnoénian, with a view to promoting a peaceful society
concerned with the preservation of human dignity”.

As a reactionjnter alia, to the letter of the Observatory, Mr. Verbruggmiblicly clarified his arguments in a
letter addressed to thgence France Pressen which he pointed out that he had only advis&8Os not to
“subordinate the Olympic Games to political ends”.

On August 6, 2007, Mr. Jacques Rogge, the Presalehe IOC, considered, in an interview givenhe Reuters
press agency, that it was fully “legitimate” formgovernmental organisations or human rights aagons to
express themselves in parallel with the organisatidche Games.

4 On November 15, 2006, the Temuco Court of AppehklchMrs. Juana Calfunao Paillalef's conviction foublic disorder”, subsequent
to her confrontation to guards in January 2006 eBdvnembers of the Mapuche “Juan Paillalef ” comityy who were outraged at the
announcement of the verdict, initiated a boistefqmagest. Mrs. Juana Calfunao was then allegedlgipaly assaulted by guards present
in the room, which prompted a violent clash betw#es officers and the Mapuche, some of whom allBgetiysically assaulted
representatives of the public prosecution. Follgninese events, Mrs. Juana Calfunao Paillalef wesngsl and charged with “offences
against the authorities, qualified damages, mimpuries and stealing papers concerning the invastig® in connection with the
confrontation between Mrs. Calfunao and the guanddanuary 2006. In addition, Mrs. Juana CalfunadldRsfi was charged with
“threats” against one of the prosecutors. On Nowani#t®, 2006, Mrs. Juana Calfunao was sentenced Goda$s’ imprisonment for
“public disorder” by the Temuco Oral Criminal Court.

5 From February 13 to March 29, 2006, Mrs. Mao wassuymder house arrest in a flat in the Yangpu idistf Shanghai on suspicion of
“causing disturbance on a public thoroughfare”. M/hinder house arrest, Mrs. Mao was under constaneillance and was beaten
several times, in addition of being deprived actedser lawyer. Her arrest followed her participatiin early February, in a nationwide
hunger-strike in support of several other humahtsiglefenders who had started a hunger strike stgiie violence and the repression of
Chinese authorities. On May 23, 2006, Mrs. Mao Hengfwas arrested once again by the police of Yardipwict without being
produced an arrest warrant, and placed under “bof’se arrest in Kelaideng Hostel.
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CHINA - Aggression / lll-treatments / Harassment
July 26, 2007 - CHN 001 / 0803 / OBS 041.11

On July 24, 2007, MiZheng Enchong a Shanghai human rights lawyer, and his wife,. Niiesng Meili, went to
the Shanghai Municipal Higher People’s Court ineori register themselves to attend the Zhou Zhgtsgtnial,
scheduled for the end of Jéily

Upon arrival at the Courthouse, they were surrodnigle six police officers, who knocked Mr. Zhengtte
ground, beat him and dragged him on nearly 200awétran hour-long assault.

The police officers then pushed Mr. Zheng and hig \wnto a taxi that took them to the home of Mimang
Meili’s sister. Five police cars were blocking #rdts of the street, preventing the couple fronvileg

Since his release, on June 5, 2006, Mr. Zheng &as bnder effective house arrest and constantifanoe by
the police. He had been sentenced in October 208 ¢e years in prison and deprivation of histali rights
for one year by the Shanghai Second Intermediaipl®e Court, on charges of “illegally providingaB¢ secrets
overseas”.

CHINA - Harassment
August 3, 2007 - CHN 001 / 0807 / OBS 089

In June 2007, the Shandong Provincial Bureau ofcihldAffairs rejected the application lodged by .Mui
Jiangiang, a lawyer committed in the defence of Chineseiditsds, for renewing his license, during the annual
renewal of lawyers’ licenses in China. The Shandautorities did not provide any explanation, anaivritten,

for this decision, which made it difficult for MLi to appeal.

CHINA - Incommunicado detention / lll-treatments / Release
August 7, 2007 - Press release
August 17, 2007 - Press release

On August 7, 2007, MdMelanie Raoul Mr. Sam Price Ms. Leslie Kaup, Mr. Nupur Modi, Ms. Duane
Martinez and Mr.Pete Speller members of Students for a Free Tibet, a worldwitb®ement campaigning for
Tibetan independence, and citizens of the Unitedgom, the United States of America and Canadage wer
arrested after having displayed a protest banregtimg “One World, One Dream, Free Tibet 2008” irgksh
and Chinese, on the Great Wall of China.

Their action took place on the eve of the one geantdown to the 2008 Beijing Olympics and aimedraiving
attention to continuing human rights violationsTibet and to call peacefully for the rights of fhibetans to self-
determination.

Following their arrest, the Chinese authoritiesisefl to communicate their whereabouts.

On 8 August 2007, after more than 36 hours in detenChinese authorities released Ms. Melanie Rddu
Sam Price, Ms. Leslie Kaup, Mr. Nupur Modi, Ms. DadVartinez and Mr. Pete Speller. During their detm,
authorities imposed limitations on their freedommwdvement, confining each of them to a chair arahibiting
them from lying down. In addition, official intergators reportedly threatened the detainees witltigrterms of
imprisonment. Interrogation sessions were conduatedstantly throughout the period of detention and
authorities denied proper sleep to the detainesly, alowing 15 minutes rest at a time before irigations
would recommence.

CHINA - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention / lll-trea tments
August 20, 2007 - CHN 002 / 0807 / OBS 094

On August 10, 2007, the Yixing City Court sentené&d Wu Lihong, an environmentalist and a farmer from
Zhoutie Township, Yixing city, Jiangsu province,ttwee years’ imprisonment and a 500 RMB (about4i®s)
fine for “money extortion”, following a 7-hour lorgial. Mr. Wu said he would appeal this sentence.

Mr. Wu had been arrested on April 13, 2007 on suspiof “extortion” by the Yixing City police. Hedu then

5 1n 2004, Mr. Zhou Zhengyi, former President of Siizai-based property firm Nongkai Development Groups sentenced to three
years in prison for various offences, includingastting fraud and stock price manipulation. Sheatfter his release in 2006, a corruption
scandal erupted in Shanghai, resulting in the disahiof Shanghai Party Secretary and many othaiadéf Mr. Zhou Zhengyi was
arrested again on new allegations of bribery angiig tax invoices on January 21, 2007. On Jul®7, Mr. Zheng, together with other
100 evicted householders, signed a petition demaralipublic trial for Mr. Zhou Zhengyi and for theictees to be allowed to attend and
testify at the trial. They have received no replydate. These householders are former reside®mdbakuai, and assert that Mr. Zhou
Zhengyi would have made use of his relations wittrupted officials of the Government of the Jing®@istrict, in Shanghai, in order to
illegally obtain the right to build in Dongbakuéierefore leading to their forced eviction.
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been placed in a detention centre in Yixing. Durngsit, Mr Wu's lawyer, Ms. Zhu Xiaoyan, had road that
he had been injured. Mr. Wu confirmed that he heenbsubjected to acts of violence. The lawyer retgdea
physical examination by a doctor, but it is unckliether the medical examination ever took place.

Since 1991, Mr. Wu has regularly reported casesnddistrial waste dumping into Tai Hu (Tai Lake) to
government authorities, which was considered andffig local officials and polluting industries.

CHINA - Arbitrary detention / Judicial proceedings / Search / Harassment
August 28, 2007 - CHN 003 / 0807 / OBS 099

On August 24, 2007, police officers from the Hargrk Xihu District Cuiyuan Dispatch Station callistt. LU
Gengsong a free-lance writer and human rights defendeHanfgzhou, “for a talk” but he never came home.
Subsequently, several state security police cawigda search of Mr. LU’'s home and took away hisgater
hard drive, along with his daughter’'s one. Mr. Lindfe was also taken to the detention centre féatee
paperwork.

Mr. LU Gengsong would have been arrested on chasfiémcitement to subvert state power” and “illdiga
possessing state secrets”. He is reportedly beétd im Hangzhou's Xihu Public Security Bureau Déitam
Centre.

Furthermore, police reportedly prevented Mr. Luigevirom going to Beijing to petition on his hushis behalf,
and threatened that if she proceeded, she wouttisbeissed from her job, and her daughter’s schgokould
also be affected.

In the past, Mr. LU has been reporting on the swittg of Hangzhou eviction protester Mr. Yang YwatiHe
also wrote a number of articles on corruption, orged crime and related topics.

CHINA - Enforced disappearance / Harassment
August 29, 2007 - CHN 004 / 0807 / OBS 102

On the evening of August 21, 2007, a large numbéitbang County Public Security Bureau (PSB) dtfls and
members of the People’s Armed Police (PAP) stormmeadl the Yonru Kharshul Village (Ponkar Township,
Lithang County, Kardze “Tibetan Autonomous Prefegt(TAP) Sichuan Province), and arrested Mdruk
Lopoe, a 45-year old monk and human rights activist glaith Messrs. Adruk Gyatso and Adruk Nyima, two of
his brothers, after they had called for the reledgbeir uncle, Mr. Ronggye A’drék

Whereas Messrs. Adruk Gyatso and Adruk Nyima weleased six hours after their detention, Mr. Adrogoe
was transferred to an unknown location shortlyrdite arrest. It is therefore to be feared that Airuk Lopoe
would be currently detained as a mean to sanci®human rights activities. Indeed, Mr. Adruk Logee very
strong proponent of the need of education for ittty and a leading advocate against deforestdtiorhering
and wildlife hunting in Kardze.

As of late October 2007, the whereabouts of Mr.ukdropoe remained unknown.

CHINA - Enforced disappearance / Harassment
September 27, 2007 - CHN 009 / 1106 / OBS 136.2

On September 22, 2007, MGao Zhisheng a human rights lawyer and the director of thejiBgibased
Shengzhi Law Office, which has taken on high-peofiuman rights cases, was reportedly driven away fris
home by ten plainclothes State Security Protedaitiners. Since then, his whereabouts have remainédown,

as all attempts undertaken by his family to contaet or to know more about the place of his detentiave
failed.

On September 13, 2007, Mr. Gao had written an dp#ar calling upon US Congressmen to express their
concern about China’s human rights’ situation iae tead-up to the 2008 Olympic Games. On September 1
2007, a group of police from the Security Unit o Beijing Public Security Bureau (PSB) searchedfht and
declared that a “supervision and modification” cadttee was to be formed in order to closely monitis
activities by requiring that some officials livetime flat with him and his family for an undefinpdriod.

As a criminal defence lawyer, Mr. Gao Zhisheng basn involved in sensitive cases relative to hunigints
violations, such as torture of members of the F&omg and Christian house church leaders, as walhses of
arbitrary detention of petitioners seeking officedcountability for acts of corruption and neglige\rrested
without a warrant in August 2006, Mr. Gao had beemnvicted on December 22, 2006 of “inciting thearkion

7 Mr. Ronggye A'drak was arrested on August 1, 2087d detained at the Lithang PSB Detention Centre afieaking about the
importance of the Dalai Lama'’s return to Tibet ta@e Tibetan crowd gathered for the horse-rastvid earlier in August.
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of State power” and sentenced to three year’s Bopment, commuted into five years parole and tgthation
of his political rights during one year. Followitiigis sentencing, Mr. Gao had been released aneglacder
house arrest.

COLOMBIA - Publication of a mission report
July 12, 2007 - Press release

On July 12, 2007, the Observatory published a missgport tittedColombia : Los tinieblas de la impunidad :
muerte y persecucion a los defensores de deredmmarios(Colombia: the darkness of impunity: death and
harassment of human rights defendeasnd organised on this occasion a press conferi@enBogota. This report
is the result of an international mission conduagtetNovember 2006 by the Observatory in order ®eas the
situation of human rights defenders in Colombianfr@002 to 2006, by focusing more particularly oe th
question of impunity of the perpetrators of viadais against them, thus highlighting the recurretg af violence
against them. To that extent, a detailed examinatiothe ongoing judicial proceedings regarding thses of
assassinations and enforced disappearances of hmgh&ndefenders dealt in the framework of the édbatory
between 2002 and 2006 (138 in total) was carrie¢d ou

The report points out the persistence of graveatimhs against human rights defenders, who arelaggu
subjected to assassinations and summary execugofgiced disappearances, sexual abuses, actstafefo
threats, forced displacement, denunciations, aryitsentences and detentions, destruction of tNEIO
headquarters, etc.

It also highlights the connivance which often pits/aetween the State and paramilitary groups,iadidates in
particular that the recent process of demobilisatd these groups has led neither to the pacifinatf the
country, nor to a better protection of human rigiié$enders, the latter often being targeted by ggowhich
reform again under different names.

In addition, the authorities continue to resoraitbaggressive tone with regards to human rightsndiefrs and to
discredit their activities. Thus, from 2002 to 20@&e President and several other political offscaffirmed on
several occasions that human rights organisatioaee vaffiliated to the guerrilla and were oppositg t
governmental policy of “democratic security”.

COLOMBIA - Assassination
July 16, 2007 - COL 013 /0707 / OBS 080

On July 13, 2007, the bus in which was travelling. ldairo Torres Sepulveda the Coordinator of the
humanitarian area of Alto Bonito, and leadéthe Peace Community of San José de Apartaddjntexsepted
by two paramilitaries, on the road between Apartadd San José, in the surroundings of the Mangolicep
station. The latter ordered Mr. Torres Sepulvedgeabout of the vehicle, threatening him with krsivéefore
ordering the driver of the bus to continue his y@y. The two paramilitaries then immediately exeduMr.
Torres Sepulveda. On the day before, the two mdruttared threats against the Peace Community.

COLOMBIA - Assault / Harassment / Death threats / Tespass
August 10, 2007 - COL 014 /0807 / OBS 091

On July 30, 2007, the National Coordination of Mased PeopleGoordinacién Nacional de Desplazados -
CND), an NGO defending the rights of the displapedple, received an email from the “Bosa Black Esigl
(Aguilas Negras de Bo}jaa paramilitary group, in which it affirmed thét. Rigoberto Jiménez CND Director,
as well as the members of the “Yira Castro” Legafg@ration Corporacién Juridica “Yira Castro”™ CJYC)
had been defined as military objectives. Mr. Rigtthdiménez had already received death threatsilgri2, 22
and 26.

In addition, on June 22, 2007, the CJYC premisekh®en burgled, and a video recorder, five harkisdigd a
laptop containing information on the organisation &s activities had been stolen.

On July 31, 2007, members of the “Black Eagles’apalitary group burst into MrHéctor Torres’ home, in
Villavicencio city, while the latter was not presefhe paramilitaries would have indicated that pliepose of
their visit was to carry out a “political enquiryAfter threatening the persons present with theiapons, four
men went upstairs, in an attempt to find Mr. TorfBse inhabitants of the house were then able farnm the
neighbours, who called the police. On the same dagmplaint was lodged to the Rapid Reaction Ohihe
Villavicencio General Public Prosecutddriidad de Reaccion Inmediata de la Fiscalia Genérlla Nacion
URI).



On several occasions, Mr. Torres denounced to legdies the recurrent violations of human rightsl an
humanitarian law carried out by the law enforcentsrdies and the paramilitaries against the comnasniif
Bajo Ariari and of the Giiejar river, in the framawaof the implementation of the “Patriotic Plan”.

COLOMBIA - Harassment / Judicial proceedings
August 23, 2007 COL 015/ 0807 / OBS 098

Several judicial proceedings were launched agaifrstArmando Pérez Arauljo, a lawyer specialised in the
defence of the rights of the populations affectgdh® mining industry, in particular indigenous pks and
peasants of African origins in the department ofdLajira.

Mr. Pérez Araujo is suedhter alia, by Ms. Carmen Frias, Public Prosecutor of thei@eof La Guajira, for
“insult and slander”, on the basis of an articlbl@hed inLa Guajira Graficg a local newspaper of Riochacha,
in which he had accused Ms. Frias of being “comdptand “mediocre”, since she required a 37 days’
imprisonment sentence against him in 2001. He lemh Isentenced after denouncing the activitiesezhout by
the La Guajira mining companies.

COLOMBIA - lllegal confinement / Releases
September 5, 2007 - COL 016 / 0907 / OBS 109
September 7, 2007 - COL 016 / 0907 / OBS 109.1

On August 30, 2007, guerrilla men of thé"3ront of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colomfifuerzas
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombid&ARC) raided the Tangui community and penetratethe house of
Mrs. Juana Padilla Mena one of the founders of the High Community Courdfilthe Integral Peasant
Association of the AtratoQonsejo Comunitario Mayor de La Asociacion Campedintegral del Atrato-
COCOMACIA). Once in the house, the assailants detained h@nsigher will, together with MrRodrigo
Rodriguez Cérdoba a community leader, a laic missionary of the ligdi Diocese and Mrs. Padilla Mena'’s
brother.

On September 4, 2007, Mrs. Juana Padilla Mena andRbtrigo Rodriguez Cérdoba were released, aégrgb
illegally confined for more than five days.

COLOMBIA - Harassment / Death threats
September 12, 2007 - COL 017 /0907 / OBS 110

On September 10, 2007, the headquarters of theiBcam Foundation “Santo Tomas Moro”, a non-prefitity
defending the rights of the poor and of displacedspns in the city of Sincelejo and more generillyhe
Department of Sucre, received a phone call frons@es who identified themselves as members of ther&le
Block of the “Black Eagles” @guilas negra§ and who accused MAndrés Gutiérrez Baldovino, member of
the Foundation, of being an informer of the FARG( aeclaring that he would become a “military objex’ if
he refused to show up to a confrontation with ttheoinformers who had denounced him.

On September 12, 2007, Mr. Andrés Gutiérrez Balimwias obliged to leave his hometown, for fear alhigi
safety and that of his family. He settled in anottigy of Colombia, where he carries on with higfpssional
activities. He is not subjected to acts of harasgrary longer.

Furthermore, after Mr. Gutiérrez Baldovino lodgedoaplaint, the authorities elaborated a secutdy for him
and the Franciscan Foundation “Santo Tomas Mor@wever, this plan was only implemented on the first
weeks and now seems to have been abandoned.

COLOMBIA - Death threats / Harassment
September 19, 2007 - COL 018 /0907 / OBS 116

On September 11, 2007, Miosé Manuel Gomez a member of the Permanent Committee for the roefef
Human Rights Comité Permanente por la Defensa de los Derechamnatos -CPDH), received an email,
threatening him with death and signed by the Blaagles.

On March 12, 2005, Mr. José Manuel Gémez had beepelled to leave his hometown, Barranquilla, beeau

8 The COCOMICA is a non-profit organisation, which seéhe welfare of its members through formative addcative initiatives, with
the support of its members and of the internati@mmhmunity. To this end, it advocates for a sustai@ use of natural resources, the
protection of human rights and the improvementhaf gquality of life through the production of obgavhich enable it to be auto-
sufficient. The organisation is composed of 12@Glammmunity councils in the provinces of Antiogaiad Chocé, in the Medio Atrato
region.



of the harassment he had been subjected to froefligeince organisations and paramilitary groups. hHdd
indeed been denounced as pertaining to the “JoségAera Urban Front"Ffente Urbano José Antequera
RUJA) of the FARC. As the acts of harassment hadicoed as he had decided to move to Bogota totliee
pressures, he then decided to leave the counpyotect his life. The acts of harassment resumeehwie came
back.

Similarly, in the night of September 12, 2007, as ddsé Ramiro Orjuela Aguilar, a legal advisor and also a
member of the CPDH, was on board a vehicle assigmbimn for security reasons, heading to the premed the
Investigation Department of the Criminal Poli&e(vicio Seccional de Investigaciones de la Polikidicial -
SIJIN), in Bogota, to try to obtain the releaseagberson who was detained there, his bodyguardsedathat
they were followed by two taxis. These two taxisked closed to his vehicle during the forty fivenoiies that
Mr. Orjuela Aguilar spent at the SIJIN. As he weatk on the road, he noticed that the two vehislese still
following him and he therefore went to the premigkthe Administrative Department of Securiygpartamento
Administrativo de SeguridadDAS) to report about the tracking. Accordinghypatrol of the DAS controlled one
of the taxi drivers and identified him as an ageinthe SIJIN. As Mr. José Ramiro Orjuela Aguilaett to ask
the man for explanations, he was subjected to thaad insults, the taxi driver denying that he fa®wing
him. The agents of the DAS let the individual gecldring that he could not be accused of anytHiegal.

CUBA - Arbitrary arrests / lll-treatments / Harassm ent
August 30, 2007 - CUB 001 / 0807 / OBS 103

On August 26, 2007, around 5.30 pm, Nuan Carlos Gonzélez Leivathe Executive Secretary of the Council
of the Human Rights Special Rapporteurs of C@mmnéejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de)Guiokthe
Chairperson of the Cuban Foundation of Human Riffiadacion Cubana de Derechos Humgness arrested
and beaten by several members of the military dlsasdy members of the State security at the “Aan8Imoni”
hospital in Camagley. Messrsuis Esteban Espinosa Echemendjaan independent journalist, arkisy
Marrero Marrero , a member of the Council of the Human Rights SpeRapporteurs of Cuba, were also
arrested and physically assaulted. The three mer amested while they had come to interview thepsed
child of Mr. José Antonio Mola Porro, a politicaigoner.

The three men were subsequently placed in deteimidhe department of prisoners and tuberculosigeipis.
When the agents tried to carry out a corporal $eancMr. Gonzalez Leiva, the latter refused, argufrat such a
search could only be realised in a police statiater, some policemen came in and demanded thaGbhizalez
Leiva give them his video camera. The latter reptleat he accepted to give them the videotapedfused to
hand out the video camera. A dozen of policemesegiently threw him on the floor and beat him. Ttren
dragged him to their vehicle. As he resisted, tielently hit him on the car.

Messrs. Gonzalez Leiva, Espinosa Echemendia anteMavarrero were then driven to the Avellaneddaeol
station, and placed for three hours in a cell fiber of which was covered with urine and excrersefithe three
men were finally released, the policemen arguirzg they had made a “mistake”. Mr. Gonzélez Leiventigot
his video camera back, as well as his four vidpeda

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO - Threats / Harassment
September 14, 2007 - COD 001/ 0907 / OBS 114

At the end of June 2007, following the denunciatignJournalists in Dangeddurnalistes en dangerJED) of
the murder of Mr. Serge Maheshe, a journalist at tmited Nations radi®kapi in Bukavu (South-Kivu
province) on June 13, 2007, Mrshivis Tshivuadi, JED Secretary General, received a phone calladteor of
which declaring that “he knew well his wife and leisildren” and warning him of the possibility of tacket
falling on [his] house”.

On the day before, JED had revealed that Mr. Mathdsd received death threats one month earliem fro
members of the republican guard (presidential gudndfront of the hasty judicial proceedings operyy the
military justice less than 24 hours after the asisasion and accusing about ten persons, includivgs and
children of two military men, JED had also denouhe “attempt to cover tracks” and to “protect teel
murderers”. In addition, on May 3, 2007, on theasion of the World Press Freedom Day, Mr. Tshivurexdi
denounced arbitrary detentions and acts of todgegnst journalists.

Similarly, on July 6, 2007, Mr. Tshivis TshivuadicaMr. Donat Mbaya Tshimanga JED President, would have
been warned by a reliable source that the JEDiaesivn the Maheshe case caused the discontdnirafreds of
persons within the political circles. This sourceud have advised them to keep “low profile” and to
“temporarily leave the country”.



On July 31, 2007, following a press conference H®idMr. M’Baya in Kinshasa in order to denounce the
amendments to two bills restraining freedom of piness, the Press and Information Minister, Mr. Bairg
Tshilombo Send, gave an interview to the privatanciel Antenne A qualifying JED as an “anti-patriotic
organisation that needs to be annihilated by alhmsé and as an organisation “dedicated to the degiien of
the image of the country abroad for well-known ozes.

Following these threats, Messrs. Donat Mbaya Tshgaaand Tshivis Tshivuadi, whose names were qunted
Mr. Tshilombo Send, temporarily fled the country.

After their return in the DRC, JED received, on Asg20, 2007, an anonymous facsimile ordering “caru for
all” that Messrs. Donat Mbaya Tshimanga and Tshigisivuadi stop working on the case of Mr. Franalyke,

a journalist assassinated in 2006. The messagevals®d them, by reading: “Your time will come ame know
what we will do to you”.

EGYPT - Closing down of an NGO / Obstacles to freesn of association
September 14, 2007 - EGY 002 /0907 / OBS 113

On September 8, 2007, the Association for HumamtRigegal Aid (AHRLA), a non-governmental organieat
monitoring and denouncing acts of torture in polstations as well as providing legal support tdiws of
torture, was notified of a closing-down order isbu®y the Ministry of Social Solidarity, allegingnfncial
transgressions. The Ministry based its order otickertl7(2) of Law n° 84 (2002), which states thiat dll cases
no NGO is permitted to receive money from abroadtivar from Egyptian or foreign persons or agenaigbeir
representatives in Egypt, or sending money to psreo organisations abroad unless they obtain ¢nmipsion
of the Minister of Social Solidarity, except fordds, newsletters and scientific and artistic jolg’ha

In reality, even though AHRLA has always askedNtimistry for authorisation to receive grants frobraad, the
Ministry has always refused to give its permissitam long periods, therefore hindering human rights
organisations from carrying out longstanding arstanable activities.

A hearing on this case was to take place on Novep2007. The ruling was to be issued on Decer@bebut
was then postponed to December 30, 2007, and tu&shl0, 2008.

GUATEMALA - Harassment / Threats
August 28, 2007 - GTM 008 / 0807 / OBS 101

On August 13, 2007, around 10.30 pm, Bergio Fernando Morales Human Rights Prosecutors, was on board
an official vehicle when he was informed by phogéhls security agents that he had to stop, sireedni seemed
to be on fire. Flames were indeed coming from unbercar. Later, as he got home, Mr. Morales reckig
message on his professional mobile phone, sayiibgs: not armoured, the vehicle is, the armoufusing with
fire and the cable went on fire, as you probablgdt

On August 12, 2007, around 12.40 pm, unidentifredividuals broke a glass and burst into the presnigehe
headquarters of the Guatemala Human Rights PulbbdiseRutor Procuraduria de los Derechos Humanos de
Guatemala PDH), before escaping on the intervention ofgeurity personnel.

On August 4, 2007, at around 12.30 am, unidentiiinelividuals had attempted to enter the buildingerehthe
headquarters of the Department of Education ar@ddc which is annexed to the PDH, in Guatemaly, Giit
were prevented from entering by a security guaethriing to the national civil police.

These acts of intimidation took place as the nafidebate was going on the recent adoption ofritexriational
Commission against Impunity in Guatemataofnision Internacional contra la Impunidad en Guaida -
CICIG) by the Congress, and in the run-up of gdnelections that were to be held on September 9720
characterised by an increasing climate of insecuritGuatemala.

INDIA - Arbitrary arrest / Release on bail / Judicial proceedings
July 24, 2007 - IND 002 / 0707 / OBS 084

On July 17, 2007, at around 15:50 pm Mubash Mohapatrg Director of the Forum for Fact-finding
Documentation and Advocacy (FFDA), a human rightsitoring organisation in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, was
arrested by policemen in the office of the ChhatibgState Human Rights Commission. At the timeisfalrest,
Mr. Mohapatra was submitting comments on an ingasittn report, upon request of the Commission, retgg

a case of a Dalit student whose grant had beeedély the Durg Rajnandgoan Grameen Bank becautte of
debts of her fath&r

9 As the Director of FFDA, Mr. Mohapatra has filedeo 300 complaints to the Chhattisgarh State HumghtRiCommission on issues of
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After Mr. Mohapatra refused to bribe to a clerklud Commission, seven persons prevented him framirlg the
office, abused him physically and verbally.

Mr. Mohapatra was first detained in an office o Gommission for half an hour, before being brougtd the
Gol Bazar police station without any arrest wartaging showed to him. After being detained for ¢hheurs, he
was transferred to the City Kotwali police statiorhere he was interrogated for his alleged conaestto the
armed Naxalite movement. Mr. Mohapatra was themditbback to the Gol Bazar police station, befazadp
released on bail at 10.30 pm.

Mr. Subash Mohapatra is prosecuted for “obstrucioglic servant in discharge of public functionSe¢tion
186 of the Indian Penal Code), “assault or crimiiwaite to deter public servant from discharge af dhiity”
(Section 353), “obscene acts and songs” (Sectidh &%d “punishment for criminal intimidation” (Sewt 506).
While Mr. Mohapatra was expected to appear betoeeJudicial Magistrate Court of Raipur on Augus2@07,
the Chhattisgarh police was not able to submitetimpmary report to the Court before August 13, 200

On August 16, 2007, Mr. Mohapatra got a regulal dfaiINR 8,000 (about 142 euros). The next heanvas
scheduled for late November. In the meanwhile,State Human Rights Commission sent a letter to Mr.
Mohapatra, informing him that “the police did navhate any law”, and “did not torture [him]".

In addition, although Mr. Mohapatra lodged a corimléo the Gol Bazar police station, his complai@s not
registered and no investigation was open into @fdtstreatments against him.

As of late October 2007, Mr. Mohapatra’s office eened daily watched by the police.

INDIA - Judicial harassment
August 10, 2007 - IND 001 / 0307 / OBS 017.2 (isdusnder IND 002/0307/0OBS 017.2)

On August 1, 2007, MiGopen Chandra Sharma District Human Rights Officer of People’s Watchidational
Project on Prevention of Torture in India” (NPPiR)the Murshidabad District of West Bengal, andember of
the human rights organisatidvianabadhikar Suraksha Manci{fIASUM), was charge sheeted by the Jalangi
police station (Murshidabad district). The compéainin the case, Mr. Shanti Ranjan Mondal, alletped Mr.
Gopen Sharma accepted Rupees 6,000 (about 150faiS&kcordingly, promising that he would arrange &
telephone connection for him. The later accused $frarma of having failed to keep his promise. s
denied by Mr. Sharma. A case was then registerathsigMr. Sharma under Section 420 of the IndianaPe
Code, for “cheating”.

However, it seems to appear that this case was dilehe initiative of two Sub-Inspectors of théadgi Police
Station, namely Mr. Swapan Saha and Mr. Tuhin Bsswa#o have been challenged several times by Mt
for their abuse of power. Furthermore, one of tlinegses present at the court, Mr. Surya KantagBark
accused within the framework of a case that Mr.r@haahad been investigating, i.e. the murder of $lrya
Kanta Sarkar’s sister-in-law. In particular, MASUMd complained to various higher police officiatgldo the
West Bengal Commission for Women about the fact tha officers of the Jalangi police station didt no
investigate the case properly. In particular, Swdpector Biswas would have played a vital role eipimg that
Mr. Surya Kanta Sarkar be arrested under lightaapgections than it should have been.

On August 4, 2007, Mr. Gopen Sharma filed an apptic under section 438 of the Criminal ProcedundeCfor
anticipatory bail to the District and Sessions &udfMurshidabad. On August 9, 2007, at which dagehearing
concerning the anticipatory bail application haérbeet, the police did not submit any report betbescourt of
District and Sessions Judge of Murshidabad. TheatGben directed the police to submit report over inatter.

On February 8, 2007, Mr. Gopen Sharma had beenrailyi arrested by police officers while visitintpe
Kaharpara Border Out Post of the Border Securitsc€&dBSF) camp in order to collect information tmee
cases of human rights violations that would hawenbzommitted by the BSF, following complaints lodge the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). On Mar€h 2007, Mr. Sharma was released on bail. However,
he remains prosecuted under Sections 420 (“clieatna dishonestly inducing delivery of property2%8
(“forgery for purpose of cheating”) and 471 (“usiag genuine a forged document”), of the Indian P€Eodae,
and faces up to ten years’ imprisonment.

human rights violations that occurred in the Stateng 2001-2007. Thus, on May 15, 2007, Mr. Moliepavrote an open letter to the
acting Chairperson of the Commission on extrajudidiihgs in which 12 tribals of Panjer and Santpshvillage of Bijapur (District of
Chhattisgarh) would have been killed by the State@@n April 28, 2007. On several occasions, Mohdpatra also questioned the role
of the Commission, accusing the latter of beingfewive and corrupt.
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IRAN - Arbitrary detention / Acts of intimidation
July 4, 2007 - IRN 003/ 0707 / OBS 072

On July 1, 2007, MrMohamad Sadigh Kaboudvand the editor-in-chief of the Kurdish newspaptayam-e
Mardom-e Kurdistan(The Message of the People of Kurdijtaas well as the founder and President of the
Association for the Defence of Human Rights in Kstah (RMMK), was arrested and then detained aEthin
prison in Tehran, without any reason being givehito. His home was subsequently searched and sbime o
personal belongings were confiscated by agentseoPtosecutor’s office of the Revolution.

At mid-August, Mr. Kaboudvand remained arbitragtained. During a visit of his family in prison Jaly, he
further declared that he was regularly subjectqutéssure and acts of intimidation by the prisaa@rities.

In 2006, Mr. Mohamad Sadigh Kaboudvand had alréxdn sentenced to one year suspended imprisonmeent a
to five years of deprivation of his journalistictiatties for his involvement in human rights actigs as well as
for the publication of some articles defending utat, social, and political rights of the Kurds Hayam-e
Mardom-e Kurdistan.

IRAN - Sentencing / Acts of torture / Harassment
July 5, 2007 - IRN 004 / 0707 / OBS 073
August 22, 2007 - IRN 008 / 0807 / OBS 095

On July 2, 2007, MsDelaram Ali, a women'’s rights activist, was sentenced to $8da and two years and 10
months’ imprisonment for “participation in an illelg gathering”, “propaganda against the system”, and
“disturbing public order”.

Ms. Ali is involved in the “One Million Signaturegjetition campaigli, and had been arrested in June 20086,
together with 70 people, during a protest organisedehran to denounce discriminatory provisionsiast
women that are enshrined in Iranian legislation.

Likewise, on August 12, 2007, the Tehran Revol#ignCourt sentenced M&asim Sarabandiand Ms.
Fatemeh Dehdashti two other members of the “One Million Signatu@smpaign”, to six months’ suspended
imprisonment for “actions against national secutitypugh the spread of propaganda against the”State

These two women were arrested in January 2007 whbilecting signatures in the subway, in the framenof

the “One million sighatures” campaign. They werbsaquently held in detention at Gisha prison fohadrs
before being released on bail.

On April 18, 2007, they were summoned to the secwection of the Revolutionary Courts and theretako
Eshrat Abad, the headquarters of the Security oltbere they were interrogated. They were thaersteared to
Revolutionary Courts’ Special Prosecutor’s OfficeSecurity, where they were charged.

IRAN - Abduction / lll-treatments / Incommunicado detention / Risk of torture / Judicial proceedings
July 11, 2007 - IRN 005/ 0707 / OBS 077
July 13, 2007 - IRN 005 /0707 / OBS 077.1
September 7, 2007 - IRN 005 / 0707 / OBS 077.2

On July 10, 2007, MrMansour Osanlog President of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehrad Suburbs Bus
Company $andikaye Kargarane Sherkat-e Vaheaglas abducted by unidentified assailants as heleaving a
Vahed company bus near his home. His assailantshimaseverely, and continued to beat him as tbhei him
away in a metallic grey Peugeot with no platesbphty belonging to the Iranian security forces.

One week earlier, MiEbrahim Madadi, Vice-President of the union, had been detained &hort period by the
police before being released following trade urpootests.

On July 12, 2007, Mr. Osanloo would have been feairesd to Section 209 of the Evin prison. He hasai@ed

in incommunicado detention since then, and his &enhave been prevented from contacting him. He was
reportedly charged with “conspiring against nagicsecurity”.

On September 3, 2007, MBarvaneh Osanlog Mr. Mansour Osanloo’s wife, as well as his sistegre briefly
arrested in Tehran after they attempted to meét Mig. Louise Arbour, United Nations High Commis&oifor
Human Rights, who was at the time visiting Iraneykwvanted to highlight the case of their husbardi lzether
to the High Commissioner.

After talking with Ms. Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobel peaprize winner, who was due to meet with Ms. Arbou
herself, the two were bundled into cars by plaitihedse police officers. Relatives of a number of ohetd students
who also wanted to see the High Commissioner weestad along with the two women. Following theidient,

19 This campaign aims primarily at demanding for disinatory laws against women to be changed.
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Ms. Ebadi protested vehemently and a few minutes they were released.

IRAN - Arbitrary detention / Sentencing / Health cancern
July 12, 2007 - IRN 003 / 0805 / OBS 074.2

On March 11, 2007, MiMahmoud Salehj Spokesperson for the Organisation Committee talish Trade
Unions and former President of the Saqez Bakerykéfer Union, in Iran’s Kurdistan Province, was ssrted
by the Appeal Court to one-year imprisonment affgrher suspended sentence of three years for fngeand
conspiring against national security”, followingshinvolvement in the organisation of the May 1, 200
celebration in Sagez.

Mr. Salehi has been detained since April 9, 200thatCentral Prison of Sanandaj city, where hidthdzas
considerably deteriorated. He suffers from a kidiséyne in his one remaining kidney and needs dflys
treatment, a treatment that is not available to minprison. In addition, he has recently developedrt and
intestinal problems.

Although a specialised physician indicated on May 2007 that Mr. Salehi could not be treated iisgni he is
still denied the assistance that he needs. Thuduoe 17, 2007, after being examined, under heaayriy, in
the Tohid Hospital in Sanandaj, he was sent bagkison. His health has kept on deteriorating sthe@.
Moreover, he can only contact his lawyer and redatiby telephone.

IRAN - Sentencing / Obstacles to freedoms of expr&en and movement
August 2, 2007 - IRN 006 / 0807 / OBS 088

On July 31, 2007, MiEmadeddin Baghi a journalist involved in the defence of humarhtéy was condemned
by the Tehran Revolutionary Court to three yeansrison for “activities against national securigyid “publicity
in favour of the regime’s opponents”, subsequetdharticles he had written in thBvmhouriatnewspaper, of
which he had been the editor-in-chief until it ved@sed down by the authorities in September 2004. articles
called for the defence of persons who were sentetacdeath in the southern Khozestan region.

On the same day, his wife, Miisatemeh Kamali Ahmad Sarahj editor of the now-closed monthlyameh-e-np
as well as his daughter, Mdaryam Baghi, were given three-year suspended prison sentemckfve years of
probation for “meeting and colluding with the aifhdisrupting national security”, after taking parta series of
human rights workshops in Dubai in 2004.

Mr. Baghi, his wife and his daughter have appedfer sentence. As a consequence, Mr. Baghi was not
detained.

Over the past years, Mr. Baghi had already beejestgd to repeated acts of harassment. In partjcéahas
already been detained from 2000 to 2003 in relatiaarticles he had written against the death penal

IRAN - Sentence to death /Arbitrary detention / Hurger strike / lll-treatments
August 16, 2007 - IRN 007 / 0807 / OBS 092

On July 16, 2007, the Revolutionary Tribunal in Man sentenced to death Mkdnan Hassanpourand Mr.
Abdoulvahid (also known as HiwaBoutimar, two Kurdish journalists and active members ohilza civil
society, for,inter alia, “espionage”, “attacks upon national security”ffitsion of separatist propaganda”,
“treason” and “collaboration with Kurdish politicapposition parties”.

Mr. Hassanpour is a member of the Iranian Kurdistaarnalist Association as well as a reporter farAso
newspaper, a publication banned by Iranian auibsrite is also an active defender of Kurdish caltughts.
Mr. Boutimar is an active member of the environmaéMGO SabzchiaThe accused were denied access to legal
counsel throughout the entire legal process. Atfteir respective arrest in December 2006 and JarR@07,
they were held incommunicado in Mariwan prison luhily 2007.

Currently, the two men are being held in Sanandiglligence Service’s jail and they were - for firet time
since their arrest - accorded a visit from familgmbers on August 9, 2007. They were both in poattiend
have experienced an extremely worrying deterionatibtheir mental state. They have been reportsdbjected
to torture and other inhuman treatment and have beehunger strike since their transfer to Sanardajuly
2007. In spite of their serious health problemsytmformed their families that Iranian authoritlesve denied
them access to appropriate medical treatment.

On October 22, 2007, the Supreme Court upheld #aghdsentence of Mr. Hassanpour but struck tharof
Boutimar because of procedural irregularities (8egnt appeal IRN 007/0807/0OBS 092, issued on Nboeem
13, 2007).
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ISRAEL - Sentencing / Obstacles to freedom of moveent / Harassment
July 16, 2007 - ISR 002 / 0707 / OBS 079

On July 2, 2007, the Jerusalem Magistrate’'s Canmtesiced MrMordechai Vanunu, a nuclear whistle-blower
and a pacifist, to six months’ imprisonment forlating the terms of his conditional release. Mrn\Wau remains
free while awaiting trial in appeal, which was tegin on November 13, 2007, but which was then posg to
January 2008.

In 1987, Mr. Vanunu had been sentenced to 18 yeamison for revealing secret information on I$iaauclear
capabilities to a UK-based newspaper. Mr. Vanuna then working as a technician in a nuclear plégecto
the town of Dimona, in Southern-Israel. Upon higase in 2004, an administrative order preventing fnom
leaving the country and from talking to foreignijoalists had been issued against him.

ISRAEL and OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY - Arbitra ry detention / Harassment
August 30, 2007 - ISR 003 /0807 / OBS 106

On August 2, 2007, late at night, Israeli soldiarsested without an arrest warrant Nohammad Bsharat,

Executive Director of the Nafha Society for the &efe of Prisoners and Human Rights, in Nablus. Ee tiven
detained and interrogated at the Huwara detengore in Nablus, which is known for its poor corafis of
detention, and where he would have been questiainedt his human rights activities.

On August 12 and 19, 2007, Mr. Bsharat's detenttas extended, with no charge being brought aghinst

On August 26, 2007, the Salem Military Court ordetieat he be detained administratively for a penbddix

months. According to the Israeli law, the statusdinistrative detention denies all civil and pioél rights to
the detainees. In particular, the authorities athbound to charge the prisoner, nor to bring himrial (see
urgent appeal ISR 003/0807/OBS 106.1, issued oal@ct30, 2007).

ISRAEL and OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY - Legisla tive obstacles to the freedom of
association / Obstacles to the freedom of movement
September 19, 2007 - Press release

On August 28, 2007, MrSalam Fayyad the Interior Minister of the Palestinian Goverminén Ramallah,
decided to dissolve 103 NGOs that had applied deregistration, on the basis of a decree issueBrbgident
Mahmoud Abbas on June 20, 2007, which provides allabrganisations or associations must “submit new
registration applications within one week” and ttthe violators of this directive shall be sanctdnby law”,
and which enables the Interior Minister to “reviel permits for associations and organisationsedsoy the
Ministry of Interior or any governmental source™hd Interior Minister alleged that the 103 orgarisa had
committed “legal, administrative or financial vitans of Law n°1 of the Year 2000 on Benevolentieties and
non-governmental institutions”. Out of these 108amisations, 56 had already been closed down &emiember
19, 2007.

Furthermore, on August 29, 2007, MRaji Sourani, the President of the Palestinian Centre for HuRaynts
(PCHR), was prevented by the Israeli authoritieamfrtraveling outside the Gaza Strip to attend thi “
Conference of Civil Society in Support of Israesilstinian Peace” held at the European ParlianmeBtussels,
Belgium, on August 30 and 31, 2007. Mr. Sourani tadhair one of the conference sessions and &eptea
paper entitledEnforcement of International Law in the OccupiedeBtinian Territory: The Only Real Roadmap
for Peacé&. This refusal follows a long list of restrictiorts Mr. Sourani’'s freedom of movement, who has
received dozens of invitations from the internalooommunity, but has systematically been preveffiteoh
travelling in the past months.

KYRGYZSTAN - Attacks
September 14, 2007 - KGZ 001/ 0907 / OBS 115

On September 13, 2007, MRamazan Dyryldaey the Chairman of the Kyrgyz Committee for HumagiRs
(KCHR), found that the office of the organisationwhich he was planning to move on the day after leen
burnt out. Indeed, on entering the office, he remtismoke all over the place as well as a smeladian dioxide
and of other chemicals.

On September 12, 2007, as workers had just finishedenovation of the apartment, some neighboeascha
detonation from inside the flat around 7 p.m. Lataro unidentified and burnt-out items were foumdtie
bathroom. They were apparently thrown out throlnghvientilation duct of the bathroom.

On April 6, 2007, Mr. Dyryldaev had already beetaeited by unknown persons who had thrown stonbsarat
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after he had taken part in a TV show in which hd baticised the policy led by the Kyrgyz authcegj in
particular the President of the Republic, Mr. Koanbek Bakiev, as well as the opposition leader fander
Prime Minister, Mr. Felix Koulov, accusing themlaging involved in cases of corruption. During thisent, he
had also insisted on the fact that the draft Ctrigin adopted in December 2006 had not takenantmunt the
democratic aspirations of the May 2005 “Tulip Rexian”.

KYRGYZSTAN - Arbitrary detention / Harassment
Septembre 27, 2007 - KGZ 002 / 0907 / OBS 119

On September 24, 2007, Mvlaxim Kuleshov, a human rights defender and coordinator of theniak Human
Rights Resource Centre, was condemned to 10 daypsisonment by the Tolmok city Court for recordiojgen
discussions that were organised in the local adsewb the city of Tokmok, concerning the new draft
Constitution that will be submitted to referendum@ctober 21, 2007, by the Kyrgyz President, Mrrb&@mbek
Bakiev, and for taking photos in the frameworklaEtevent. In particular, Mr. Kuleshov was askedh® mayor
of the city of Tokmok to stop taking pictures amdarding his speech, stating that he had no righiotit. Mr.
Kuleshov was then taken out of the meeting haleimployees of the city hall. He was subsequentlgsaed by
plain-cloth officers and sentenced to imprisonment.

Furthermore, on September 12, 2007, Mr. Kuleshos wwtbrmed that a litigation case against him hadum,
after a deputy of the Tokmok city hall, Mr. Boloallyrkulov, initiated judicial proceedings againghhMr.
Kuleshov is accused by the deputy of “harming toadur and business reputation”. A few months agn, M
Kuleshov lodged a complaint accusing Mr. Kadyrkulof “breaching the Kyrgyz law” on free access to
information.

Mr. Kuleshov has been defending human rights foresd years, bringing cases of abuses perpetraged b
Tokmok officials to administrative justice and cagé torture and ill-treatment to criminal courts.

LEBANON - Obstacles to the freedom of association
August 22, 2007 - Open letter to authorities

Subsequent to the application for registration &mtign October 9, 2006 by the Leban&mntre for Human
Rights Centre Libanais des Droits de I'HommeCLDH) to the Ministry of the Interior, CLDH reostd a

preliminary registration number (2006/ODB/2322@)Jdwed by a second one (5823/2) on April 11, 2Cffter

its executive members requested that the authepti@vide further information about the registratpyocess and
the examination of the CLDH file

However, CLDH is still waiting for its definitiveegistration number in order to be officially regigd, which

undermines the ability of CLDH to carry out seveshits actions, denying it - inter alia - the dtyilto open a
bank account.

MEXICO - Death threats / Harassment
July 9, 2007 - MEX 010/ 0707 / OBS 074 (issued wrdOBS 073)

On June 12, 2007, MAlejandro Cerezo Contreras one of the founding members of the Cerezo Coramjithn
organisation defending political prisoners and gess of conscience in Mexico, was tracked by a wha
observed him for several minutes through the digiinera mode of his cell phone, while he was gtiimgugh

a medical check-up at the sports medical centMexdico.

Similarly, on June 20, 2007, Mr. Cerezo Contreex®ived a strange message on the answering mawhime
cell phone, which had been confidentially givenhim by the Federal State of Mexico, in the framdwof
precautionary measures of protection granted byntiee-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR).
Then, on June 26, 2007, Mr. Cerezo received dbatlats by email.

These threats followed the denunciation, by thee@eiICommittee, of the arrest and enforced disappearof
Mr. Raymundo Rivera Bravo and Mr. Edmundo Reyes yandawo activists of the Revolutionary Popular
Democratic PartyRartido Democratico Popular Revolucionarid®DPR), during the events that occurred in the
city of Oaxaca in May 2007.

MEXICO - Arbitrary detention / lll-treatment
July 18, 2007 - MEX 011 /0707 / OBS 081

On July 4, 2007, MrSantiago Pérez Alvarado a lawyer and the leader of the Mazahuas communias
violently arrested, in the Bravo Valley, by four mdressed in civilian clothes, who smashed oneisfcar
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glasses and beat him up with a cross spanner. ldethea driven to the local prison, on the basisrofarrest
warrant issued in 2000 for “aggravated robberyrgiahe government” and “organised delinquency”.

On the next day, the judge of first instance ofdrstrict noticed that the charges against him vpeescribed and
ordered his release. However, as he was gettingfahe prison, several members of the State Sgcfigency
(Agencia de Seguridad EstatahSE) arrested him again on another case whibkeiisg dealt with in the district
of Temascaltepec, where he was transferred.

As he was being registered at the Temascaltepsarpiine was informed that he was being prosecotedlégal
detention” against Messrs. Angel Bravo and Hesiduimenta, two former civil servants of the Directiof the
State Government, in 1999

Mr. Pérez Alvarado supports the peasants and indigepeoples of the Toluca Valey and of the soatt-ef the
State of Mexico in their struggle against varioysiaulic or development projects which affect tlvelegical,
cultural and social environment.

MEXICO - Status of the investigation into an assassation / Threats
August 6, 2007 - MEX 008 / 0607 / OBS 058.1

On August ¥ 2007, the Prosecutor of the State of MexiBooturaduria de Justicia del Estado de México
PGJEM) announced that Messrs. Fernando Jacinto ndednd Silvestre Jacinto Medina, the two alleged
murderers of MrAldo Zamora, the son of Mrlldefonso Zamora, both environmental rights activists against
illegal logging in the Zempoala National Park atead been arrested at the outskirts of the Ocuildr(State of
Mexico). Nevertheless, two other suspects, Mes&siis.and Alejo Encarnacion, remain free.

On May 15, 2007, Mr. Aldo Zamora and his brother. Misael Zamora, also active in the struggle against
illegal logging, had been subjected to an armeathttarried out by four individuals, in Santa Lydapartment
of Ocuilan. Mr. Aldo Zamora died and his brotherskil had been very seriously injured. Two of theged
aggressors would be known for their implicationllegal logging.

On May 24, 2007, the four presumed perpetratothekillings had been presented before the Courighwhad
ordered their arrest. They had subsequently goderground.

The Zamora brothers had been taking part for seyegas to the environmental defence activitietheir father,
through the implementation of ecotourism and reftation projects, and had workeigiter alia, with the
Mexican section ofsreenpeace

In addition, other relatives, friends or collaboratof Mr. lldefonso Zamora are still subjectedheats : Messrs.
Paulino Neri Carlos, M. Zamora’s substituté\icolas Hernandez Albertq secretary for township affairs, and
Alejandro Raminez Raymundq treasurer on township affairs and head of thédilza Supeme Couoncil.

MEXICO - Assassination
Septembre 14, 2007 - MEX 012 / 0907 / OBS 112

On September 6, 2007, the corpse of Ricardo Murillo Monge, an activist of the Sinaloa Civic Frorfrénte
Civico Sinaloenge a non-governmental organisation which denourinésy, alia, cases related to public security
and to prison detention conditions in the goldeantle conflict zone, was found by Mexican membeafrshe
military, in a van parked three streets away fromn office of the Public Prosecutor of the StatSifaloa. The
corpse of Mr. Murillo Monge presented one shotia head.

The office of the Public prosecutor launched anuemgnto this assassination, but as of the entNa¥ember
2007, no suspect had been identified.

In addition, Mr. Murillo Monge’s relatives refusede protection which had been offered to them ey $tate
authorities, insofar as they did not want to bdrfedim a privileged treatment, as several otherilfamwitnessed
the killing of one or more of their members in @gkn, State of Sinaloa.

In 1993, Mr. Murillo Monge had funded the Sinalo&i€ Front together with his sister, Ms. Mercedesrio,
and had been working since then for the defend¢wiofan rights and for the development of civil spcaections.

1 In 1999, as a problem of drinkable water supply becurred in the community of San Pedro Tenaya@geimascaltepec, Mr. Santiago
Pérez took part in the peaceful civil resistanceveneent of the Committee for the Defence of Naturadreces of the Temascaltepec
River (Comité por la Defensa de los Recursos Naturalesidélemascaltepg@ccomposed of dozens of communities from the sofithe
States of Mexico, Guerrero and Michoacéan, oppogiegconstruction of the El Tule dam in the are&afi Pedro Tenayac. At the time,
the continuation of the construction of the darspite of negotiations between the communities aeddcal and federal governments led
to the discontent of the inhabitants of San PedmaYyas, who prevented the workers from gettindéir tplace of work and kept two
technicians for a few hours in order to ask themaio explanation regarding the reason for the naation of the building works. But
although Mr. Santiago Pérez Alvarado provided legggdport to the inhabitants members of the Comenifite the Defence of Natural
Resources of the Temascaltepec River, he was natrjires the day the mentioned events occurred, asmbhén Mexico in order to start
negotiations to settle the conflict.
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In particular, he was investigating into two castabuses committed by the security forces in taméwork of
operations led against the organised crime.

MOROCCO - Acts of violence
July 11, 2007 - Open letter to the authorities

On May 26, 2007, the police forces violently regegba demonstration organised by the Democratierggdn
of Labour Fédération démocratique du travadnd the General Workers’ Uniobifion générale du travail in
Rabat, in favour of the union freedom.

Likewise, on June 15, 2007, a sit-in, which wasaaiged in Rabat at the initiative of the Natiomadtance for
Solidarity with the Detainees of th& af May (nstance nationale pour la solidarité avec les détedu i mai-
INSAD), a movement created by the Moroccan Assmrigdbr Human RightsAssociation marocaine des droits
humains- AMDH) in order to protest against the arrestd aantences of several activists who took parhen t
May 1, 2007 demonstrations in several localitiedlofocco, was also violently dispersédShortly before the
beginning of the event, the auxiliary forces inwr@d and beat up several activists, dragging sdrtteem by
the feet. In total, more than 30 participants warbjected to acts of violence, among which were Khadija
Ryadi, Chairperson of the AMDH Central Office, Messkbdelhamid Amine andAbdelilah Ben Abdesslam
Vice-Presidents of the Central Office, as well asskts.Abdesslam Adib and Omar Kaji, respectively
President and responsible for the AMDH Tiflet setiln particular, Mr. Omar Kaji was severely irgdr

The AMDH is about to lodge a complaint before therbtcan judiciary in order that the arbitrary bédhe sit-
in as well as the acts of violence perpetratechbyaLxiliary forces be punished.

NEPAL - Death threats / Harassment
August 22, 2007 - NPL 001 / 0507 / OBS 056.1

On August 7, 2007, an unknown female resumed thnged phone calls to Mdditman Basnet a lawyer,
journalist and Secretary General of the Lawyer'suRo for Human Rights (LAFHUR), in Babarmahal,
Kathmandu. Mr. Basnet had already received a sipiiane call on May 21, 2007.

On August 11, 2007, Mr. Basnet was called agaim lol§fferent individual who told him: “you are going be
killed, we will also kill your wife”.

Following these threatening phone calls, Mr. Badietl a complaint at Tinkune police station on Asg13,
2007.

On August 18, 2007, a caller identifying himselfkdsadga Mahato, and then subsequently as Mahatacted
Mr. Basnet and said that he was named in “Mr. Bésbeok”.

These threats follow the publication by Mr. Jitnaasnet, in March 2007, of a book entiti288 Dark Days
relating to his prolonged custody in Bhairabnatltd@en’s facilities, in 2004. The book also covée stories of
many other detainees who were tortured, rapededkiind/or disappeared at the hands of the Bhaitabna
Barracks’ personnel.

In September 2006, Mr. Basnet filed a writ of manda before the Supreme Court, demanding that a Léghl
Committee be formed to investigate into human sghblations that took place during the recent bctsfin
Nepal, as well as into cases of forced disappeasride also accused King Gyanendra and army dffitoa
supplying false information to the Supreme Court.

NEPAL - Obstacles to freedom of peaceful assemblyli-treatment / Arbitrary arrests / Releases
September 4, 2007 - NPL 004 / 0907 / OBS 108

On August 22, 2007, three dozen women human rigetenders from the Badi community, a small Dalit
community in Nepal, staged protests in Singha Durira Kathmandu. Some of their demands included
rehabilitation of women who have been forced to kwvas commercial sex workers, right to own land,
representation of at least one female and one oaaldidate in the constituent assembly, establishwielegal
bodies at all levels of the government addressisges such as racial discrimination, untouchalslitg legal
identity to their children who are deprived of oithship certificates. In the process of assertieg tights, these
women were severely beaten for entering the “xstli areas® and detained in custody. All protestors were
released later on that day, without being charged.

On August 27, 2007, as a continuation of their dessa 450 Badi women and men, out of which 225 were

20n June 15, the AMDH had decided to maintain tiyamisation of the sit-in in spite of the ban isbbg the authorities.
13 Areas marked by the Ministry of Home Affairs tlt not allow entry to demonstrators.
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women from the Badi Community Struggle Committetgng with members of the Dalit Civil Society
Movement, staged a joint protest to enter in SinQhebar (the headquarters of the government in ikatidu).
However, they were charged with showers of trunnh&be police even tried to take off the sari aattipoat of
Ms. Uma Devi Badi the Coordinator of the Badi Community Strugglen®@aittee. The Police arrested 120
protestors and took to various police battalioraarédmong others, MiBinod Pahari, Head of the Dalit Civil
Society Movement, Ms. Uma Devi Badi and ten memlzér§Vomen Human Rights Defenders of Women’s
Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) were taken to the édrPolice Force Battalion number 2 in Maharajglihgy
were all released in the evening, without chargeresg them.

NICARAGUA - Defamation campaign
July 9, 2007 - NIC 002 / 0707 / OBS 076

At the beginning of July 2007, the judicial autties launched a campaign of discredit and defamaigainst
the Nicaraguan Centre for Human Righ®eftro Nicaragiense de Derechos HumanG&ENIDH), following its
participation in the defence of an entrepreneur, Miguel Ignacio Lacayo, sentenced for deliberatésgion to
feed his daughter.

For instance, the Human Rights Prosecutor, Mr. O@abezas Lacayo, publicly declared that he was
“disgust[ed]” with the work of the organisation aaffirmed that organisations such as CENIDH “wenrsated in
some areas or cities with the unique purpose ofvidgathe attention of journalists”. Such declaratiovere
largely taken over in the local media.

In addition, CENIDH, which denounced in particutbe violation of the procedural rights of Mr. Lacaywas
denied the right to visit him in the Prison CentfeTipitapa, in violation of the Law on Prisons 8&m of
Nicaragua.

OSCE - Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting
July 13, 2007 - Written and oral statement

At the Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting of@mganisation for the Security and Cooperationunoge
(OSCE), which was held in Vienna on July 12 and2®7, the Observatory pointed out that the fieshaster of
2007 witnessed an ongoing tendency of repressimediiat reducing - sometimes drastically - the dapat
independent civil society to operate in several @3@mber States. Thus, tRessian Federatiosontinued to
rely on restrictive laws in relation to freedomasgsociation, thus making it easier to control irhefent civil
society. Moreover, freedoms of assembly and pebagfthering were flouted in some countrigsebrgia,
Russia, Turkey whereas several defenders were still detainddzivekistanin extremely precarious conditions
because of their human rights activities.

The Observatory also welcomed the decision, in 2@6stablish a focal point on human rights dedéesdavithin
the Office for Democratic Institutions and HumargiRs (ODIHR) and insisted on the fact that the naé@af
this mechanism should be clarified in order toude the possibility to address States on individaaks.

PANAMA - Assassinations
August 28, 2007 - PAN 001 / 0807 / OBS 100

On August 14, 2007, MrOsvaldo Lorenzo Pérez a representative of the Unique National Tradeobrif
Workers of the Construction Industngifdicato Unico Nacional de Trabajadores de la Istia de la
Construccion y SimilaresSUNTRACS), was shot dead by a worker hired leyBhazilian construction company
Norberto Odebrecht, whilst demonstrating with augr@f workers for the reinstatement of some 10Gaiulyf
dismissed workers. In March 2007, SUNTRACS had ¢aed a major campaign denouncing the violation of
health and safety standards in a bid to halt theeved deaths and the deterioration of working ctodiin the
construction industry.

On August 16, 2007, MiLuigi Antonio Argueles, another SUNTRACS trade union representative, stex
dead by a police officer as he headed for MAQTECv8# a group of workers to present a formal regoiu
issued by the Mayor of Balbo ordering the companidsure for failing to comply with municipal bylavand to
demand the payment of the wages owed.

Messrs. Osvaldo Lorenzo Pérez and Luigi Antonioikigs had opposed mass dismissals and the obtigatio
join the yellow union SINDICOPP, controlled by Nerto Odebrecht.
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PHILIPPINES - Extra-judicial killing
July 25, 2007 - PHL 002 / 0707 / OBS 085

On July 17, 2007, MrCharlie Solayaq Vice-Chairperson of the Tacloban section of tlesdkiation of Urban
Poor CommunitiesKalipunan ng Damayang Mahihirap KADAMAY), an urban poor organisation, and an
active campaigner against the demolition of sidewandors in Tacloban market, was shot dead byrhea
driving a motorcycle.

In June 2007, Mr. Solayao had been warned by hisispa member of the Philippine military, thatdwld be
killed if he did not stop his human rights actiegi

PHILIPPINES - Extra-judicial execution
August 30, 2007 - PHL 003 / 0807 / OBS 104

On August 10, 2007, at 5.30 pm, Maranklin Cabiguin Labial , a peasant leader and the President of the Don
Carlos Bukidnon United Farmers Association, IncCEUFAI), was gunned down by two unknown assailémts
front of his house in Don Carlos, Bukidnon Provinggland of Mindanao). Mr. Labial died on the spot,
sustaining an intra-cranial injury. The perpetratevere reportedly riding a red motorcycle and haenbtailing
the victim since the marketplace. They fled immealjaafter the killing.

On August 9, 2007, Mr. Labial had gone to the efff Southern Fruits Products, Inc and Davao Ventur
Corporation (SFPI-DAVCO), a sister company ownedthry Floriendo family (a prominent farm developer i
Davao City). DAVCO has a lease agreement overaghd Mr. Labial and his group of farmers are apgyior
tenural agreemelit Under this lease-agreement, DAVCO already apjatgat some 800 hectares of the total
2,900 hectares claimed by agrarian reform bene#sai.e. the indigenous peoples who are actlietgiand/or
occupants. Accordingly, Mr. Labial demanded that thanager stop the clearing of land in the areguéstion.
About 20 hectares will be further subjected to laledring, if they were to be acquired by the aichpany. Mr.
Labial also spoke to the Secretary of the DepartokAgrarian Reform (DAR).

On July 14, 2007, Mr. Labial had already receivedtt threats through text messages, on the dayheftbad
guestioned the implementation of the Comprehemgrarian Law (CARL) and contracts of the SFPI-DAVCO
at an inter-agency consultation. He had also redeto the destruction of crops and houses of timaefies who
refused to enter into lease agreement with SFPI-DAYHe had accused the company of using a backhoe t
clear the land already planted with cops, fruiesreand coconut trees by the farmers and in tealongn their
houses in some areas. He had also condemned lihgsihat happened in the area against the fararatsan
indigenous person struggling for their right to oavpiece of land.

Mr. Labial was also his organisation’s represemato the newly-formed Task Force ARAD, which wasried

on July 13, 2007 among concerned government ageng@Os and affected people’s organisations coimggrn
dispute over the contested Carpable Cohunagcoeedtataddition, he was the Vice-Chairperson of the
Makabayan Pilipinas, Bukidnon Chaptévigkabayang Alyansa ng mga Magbubukid ng Pilipinag), the
Provincial Chairperson of Sanlakas- Bukidnon arel $lecretary General of the Coalition of Actual &riland
Holders of a Certificate of Land Ownership Award (@A) in Bukidnon Farms, Inc (CATCH-BFI).

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Adoption of new restrictive amendments
July 12, 2007 - Press release

On July 11, 2007, the Council of the Federatioe @ussian Parliament’s Higher Chamber) voted amenthro
the Criminal Code, the Administrative Code and ffederal Law on “Mass-media”, which strengthen the
measures against extremism and terrorism. Thisint#evened after the adoption by the Duma (thdidhaent’s
Lower Chamber), on July 6, 2007 and in third leefusf the amendments to the Federal Law on thehtFig
against extremist activities”.

These amendments empower in particular the seaeityices to resort to telephone tapping with régan any
person suspected of having committed a crime, dbggs of the nature and the gravity of the accosati
Moreover, the amendments to the Criminal Code ektte definition of an extremist act to “criminatts
committed for reasons of political or ideologicailtted or of hatred towards a social group”. Theimade also

14 As agrarian reform beneficiaries, Mr. Labial arid group of farmers claimed some 100-hectare paté¢he 2,900-hectare of the
Construction Development Corporation of the PhiliggifCDCP). In 1989, CDCP was among the sequesterddeiiates under the
Comprehensive Agrarian Law (CARL) to be distributedfarmers. As a sequestered property, CDCP was ratamed as Bukidnon
Farms Inc. (BFI). BFI consists of three big landettovering the municipalities of Don Carlos and afeeg in the province of Bukidnon.
The DAR granted 109 hectares to the agrarian refeneficiaries, but it was found out that only @&&tares have remained under their
control since the intrusion of DAVCO in 2005.
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prevented from publishing any information on orgations carrying out activities considered as ‘@xist”. An
abusive use of such legislation could make it gdesio consider as “extremist” any criticism towarthe
authorities, and to qualify the demonstrations frtme opposition of “mass disorders”, an action tisat
punishable by an imprisonment sentence of up tged2s. As a consequence, it is to be feared thabasive use
of this legislation might lead to further sancti@mainst the independent civil society.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Arbitrary detention / lll-trea tments
August 2, 2007 - RUS 005/ 0807 / OBS 087
August 13, 2007 - RUS 005/ 0807 / OBS 087.1
August 21, 2007 - RUS 005 / 0807 / OBS 087.2

On July 5, 2007, Md.arisa Arap, a Russian journalist and a member of the Unitedl Eront, an opposition
movement, was arrested in a clinic in Murmansk whare had gone for a medical examination to rer@w h
driver’s licence. Following her arrest, she wasgfarred to a psychiatric hospital 150 km outsideteansk, and
would have been forcefully injected with drugs, teeeand tied to a bed.

On June 8, 2007, an article she had written oniltheeatment of children in psychiatric hospitals the
Murmansk region was published in a newspaper isbyatie United Civil Front. In particular, she @mised the
use of electroshock and alleged that patients wioal@ been beaten and raped.

On July 18, 2007, a Murmansk district court sigaadrder for Ms. Arap’s compulsory treatment anddogust
12, 2007, a local district court upheld this ordds. Arap’s lawyer appealed these two decisions.J0ly 26,
2007, Ms. Arap was taken to the hospital in Apatity

On August 20, 2007, a medical committee informed Map that she was released from the psychiatripiteds
where she was forcibly held in the city of Apatifihe doctors did not explain their decision and enlaér sign an
agreement to continue her prescribed treatmerdrath

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Judicial proceedings / Harassnent
August 16, 2007 - Press release
August 22, 2007 - RUS 006 / 0807 / OBS 096

In April 2007, after that MrStanislaw Dmitrievskiy, the editor-in-chief of the newspaperavozaschitaand
former Executive Director of the Russian-Checheierféflship Society (RCFS), was one of the organiaacs
active participant of the “Marches of Dissentetsdttwere not authorised by the authorities, the®&ourt #1
of Nizhegorodskiy district (Nizhny-Novgorod) issudgdo rulings (on June 5 and 6, 2007) ordering that
administrative proceedings be undertaken against Im this regard, an inspector of the inter-de$tinspection
to execute punishment #3 of Nizhegorodskiy distaicthe Main Department of the Federal Service xecHte
Punishment of the Russian Federation made a writtetement warning that Mr. Dmitrievskiy’'s conditad
sentence might be changed for a real term imprisommander Part 1 of Article 190 of the Criminal and
Execution Code of the Russian Federdfiofihe staff of the Inspection refused to hand @opy of the warning
to Mr. Dmitrievskiy, which made it impossible foininto appeal the warning in court.

On August 17, 2007, the Nizhegorodskiy District @monsidered a motion lodged by the Inspectiokritorce
Sentences of theNizhegorodskiy District against Dmitrievskiy for “breaching administrative law”h& Court
then decided to impose on the latter a “ban taatéothe administrative law”, which, according tw)&an lead to
his imprisonment if he is found guilty of infringirthis ban on two occasions. It is therefore tddaged that this
ban might be used to turn into a real term impmsent the conditional sentence Mr. Dmitrievsky isrently
serving.

Mr. Dmitrievsky appealed the ruling.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Obstacles to the freedom of aciation / Harassment
August 23, 2007 - Press release

On August 21, 2007, Mr. Alexandre Stepanov, the@uor of the Federal Registration Service (FRS)db@pent
in charge of the relations with NGOs, told thgence France Presq@&FP) that according to the latest figures
issued by the FRS, 216,279 NGOs had been registeréa on a list called the “unified State-lidbyt that 467

150n February 3, 2006, Mr. Dmitrievskiy receiveduagended sentence of two years in prison and feansyof probation for “incitement
to racial hatred” by the Sovetsky District Crimir@burt (Nizhnyi-Novgorod), aftePravozaschitaa joint publication of RCFS and the
Nizhnyi-Novgorod Society for Human Rights (NNSHR)|eased statements by Messrs. Akhmed Zakaev et Al&askhadov, two
Chechen separatist leaders, calling for a peacesolution of the Russian-Chechen conflict. On Aptil 2006, the appeals lodged by Mr.
Dmitrievskiy and the Prosecutor, who consideredviirelict too lenient, were dismissed by the NizhNgivgorod Regional Court.
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of them would have to be shut down and 2,307 othwersld have to cease their activity as legal pessimn
failure to provide the necessary documentation.

Such facts result from the new Federal Law on NG@sch entered into force on April 17, 2006 andvides
for amendments to three previously existing Ruskas. In particular, this law restrains the capaof foreign
NGOs to operate in the country, toughens the magigh conditions for NGOs and strengthens the pswéthe
authorities to interfere in their activities.

Furthermore, in June 2007, the District Court ofhiviy Novgorod ordered that the International Yodtiman
Rights Movement (YHRM), an international NGO prasermore than 30 States, be taken off the FRStegof
recognised NGOs for “absence of activities”, duégdfailure” to provide details about its actioaad finances
to the regional department of the FRS. Yet, YHRM lsabmitted all the information required to the kos
office of FRS, in conformity with Articles 28 an® ®f the Federal Law on NGOs, which do not proviu this
information should be submitted to the regionaladapent.

In addition, the YHRM convocation before the DistiCourt and the notification of the judgement weeat to a
wrong address, which made it impossible for YHRMatitend the trial, to be notified of the decisiamda
therefore to lodge an appeal on time (YHRM wererimfed only in August 2007 about the decision of the
District Court).

RUSSIAN FEDERATION - Search / Confiscation of materals / Judicial proceedings / Harassment
August 30, 2007 - RUS 007 / 0807 / OBS 105

On August 27, 2007, members of the police and #efal Security Service (FSB) came to the officehef
Nizhny-Novgorod Centre to Support Migrants to imfioMs. Almaz Choloyan, Chairperson of the Centre, that
she was suspected of having stamped a passporhifrant with a real stamp of the Ukrainian borgeint of
Nekhotevka. Ms. Choloyan was also ordered not awdethe city. In the framework of their investigati the
police and the FSB seized all the materials from dffice of the Centre, including passports andciaiff
documents of several migrants. They also searcheflat.

In addition, the police and the FSB questionedntla@ager of the last project carried out by the @enmthich is
financed by the U.S. Agency for International Deypshent (USAID) and aims at providing migrants wegal
assistance. To that extent, the FSB members waiud made some remarks, hinting that the Centre miemb
could be “easily accused of stirring up ethnic éatbetween Russians and migrants providing migraitfssuch
help”. For no apparent reason, Ms. Almaz Choloyars wlso asked about her relations with Mr. Stawnisla
Dmitrievsky'®.

Similarly, on August 29, 2007, the office of thezNiny-Novgorod Foundation to Support Tolerdheeas raided
by the police from the Department to Combat Crimelation to information technology, with an ordggned
by the Minister of the Interior, in order to hold aspection of the financial, economical, entrepteial and
other types of activities of the Foundation. Yht motion did not give any explanation of the reasor such a
full inspection. As a result of this inspectionetpolice established that the Foundation couldpmovide the
licenses to some of the software and then seizec¢dmputers in order to carry out their full indpet, after
agreeing the information recorded on the computersopied.

Furthermore, on August 28, 2007, at a press caméerevhich was organised subsequent to the reg@atimg of
the Regional Anti-Terror Committee of the Nizhnyadorod district, the regional governor announced th
creation of a “list of extremists” and the need €tmeck the work of all public organisations wheogityg people
work”.

Finally, on August 30, 2007, the offices of tRevaya Gazetan Nizhny-Novgorod, one of the only independent
Russian newspaper, and of the Nizhny-Novgorod HuRights Alliance were also raided by policemenragti
on the grounds of a motion signed by the Ministethe Interior. The computers dfovaya Gazetavere also
seized.
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See above.
" The Nizhny-Novgorod Foundation to Support Toleraiscthe name under which the RCFS reconstituteld éfser its definitive closure
in January 2007.
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RWANDA - Sentencing / Arbitrary detention
August 22, 2007 - RWA 001 / 0607 / OBS 059.1

On August 18, 2007, the gacdtappeals tribunal of Biryogo upheld the sentenceMof Francois-Xavier
Byuma, former Vice-Chairperson of the Rwandan Leaguetlier Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
(Ligue rwandaise pour la promotion et la défense desits de I'Homme- LIPRODHOR), to 19 years’
imprisonment for “participating in a training orrdarms handling” and “participating in attacks whibeing
administrative authority” during the Rwandan wahisTdecision had been issued by the gacaca tritnfrfaist
instance on May 27, 2007.

Mr. Byuma is also the Coordinator of the NetworkHiiman Rights Defenders in Central Afridaéseau des
défenseurs des droits de I'Homme en Afrique cestrBREDHAC) and the President of the Rwandan Assiociat
for the Protection and Promotion of the Childsg§ociation rwandaise pour la protection et la pogion de
'enfant - Turengere Abanaa Kigali-based NGO which struggles, in particulagainst sexual violence and
forced child labour.

Mr. Byuma was then transferred from the Kigali prigo the Rilima prison, 70 km south of the capité filed

an appeal for review to the Executive Secretaryhefnational service of the gacaca jurisdictionkictv was
accepted.

On May 3, 2007, Mr. Frangois-Xavier Byuma had reedia summons to appear before the gacaca trilofinal
first instance for “complicity in the 1994 Rwandgenocide”. This natification had intervened as Theenger
AbanaNGO was investigating into allegations of rapeiagfaa young 17-year girl, the responsible of which
being, according to Tenger Abanathe President of the gacaca tribunal of firstanse.

SENEGAL - Acts of intimidation and of harassment
July 23, 2007 - SEN 001 / 0707 / OBS 082

On July 18, 2007, during a press conference helithéWinistry of Interior on the question of illdgaigrations
of Senegalese, the Senegalese Minister of Intelémiared that “human rights organisations as thec#i
Meeting for the Defence of Human RightReficontre africaine pour la défense des droits 'H®rhme -
RADDHO) have no moreaison d'étrée.

Such declarations followed, in particular, the diszry, on July 11, 2007, of unclassified war weapahthe
RADDHO headquarters, by a policeman in civiliantioks who would have entered the premises of the
organisation in order to use the water-closets.ofding to RADDHO, these weapons would have beecksth
in this location following the organisation of a a@ness-raising campaign against light weapon9@4 2nd
2005.

On two occasions, MAlioune Tine, RADDHO Secretary General, was heard by the pait¢hat question: by
the police of Dieupeul on July 11, 2007 on the baead, and by the Chief Commissioner for Urban $afat
July 17, 2007, on the other hand.

Subsequently, the headquarters of the organisetgsa put under permanent police surveillance tinélend of
July 2007, when the declassified weapons werejamed by the RADDHO, incinerated in Ndioum, Northe
Senegal, in the framework of the “Flames of Peam&areness-raising demonstrations against light areap
organised by the organisation.

SRI LANKA - Intimidation acts
August 10, 2007 - Press release

On August 7, 2007, while Mr. John Holmes, the Unitdations Under Secretary General on Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief Co-ordination, wasrgiaig out a visit to Sri Lanka from August 6 toZ0)07, his
attempt to meet with civil society representatidesing his visit to Jaffna was marred by the heprgsence of
the military, thus preventing humanitarian and harrights NGOs from freely sharing their views, padives
and experiences with Mr. Holmes, without fear of &imd of reprisals.

Furthermore, the day before Mr. Holme’s visit téfida, the military commander reportedly called éomeeting

at Palaly military headquarters, during which NGIDsl civil society representatives were instructedta refer

to human rights issues and to restrict themselwassues of humanitarian assistance during thegting with

Mr. Holmes. The military further told the civil sety representatives present that the military \wduief Mr.
Holmes about the human rights and security sitnatidhile the Government would brief Mr. Holmes abthe

18 The gagaga tribunals are popular jurisdictions #na inspired of ancient local assemblies and heean set up in the whole country.
They are part of a community system aiming at proseg those who are presumed to be involved inl®@4 genocide. However, the
instigators and the rapers are judged by conveditivibunals.
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situation of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs).

SUDAN - Arbitrary detention / Release / Harassment
July 23, 2007 - SDN 001 / 0707 / OBS 083
July 27, 2007 - SDN 001 / 0707 / OBS 083.1
August 6, 2007 - SDN 001/ 0707 / OBS 083.2
August 20, 2007 - SDN 001 / 0707 / OBS 083.3
September 14, 2007 - SDN 001 / 0707 / OBS 083.4

On July 20, 2007, MrOsman lbrahim, Spokesperson of the Committee Against the Kdjmm (CABKD), a
group campaigning on behalf of the communities Wiaite at risk of being affected by this dam, wassied by
policemen while at his home in Farraig village, fdahunicipality (Northern Sudan). No warrant wasganted
to him and nobody informed him of where he was dpéaken.

Mr. Osman Ibrahim’'sarrest followed incidents reported on June 13, 20@in Sudanese security forces killed
and injured civilians in the Farraig village by sliog at them during a peaceful demonstration agaime
construction of the Kajbar dam in the area. On ttatasion, several individuals were arrested andirted in
Dongola, the capital of the northern State, andhartoum, including Messr&lam Aldeen Abd Alghni, Emad
Merghni Seed Ahmed Abd Allah Abd Alghume, lawyers, and MrMugahid Mohamed Abdalla, a journalist
covering the event.

After being detained at the Dabak prison, in thethNof Karthoum, they were all released on Aug@st2D07.
Furthermore, the following members of the CABKD htiglso be at risk of being arrested as securitggmmel
have been asking and inquiring about them since:Jiir. Adham Nasor, representative of the Khartoum
section of the CABKD and coordinator of the intd¢imaal committee of the organisation, Dkbdul Halim
Sabar, Mr. Abdul Fatah Zaidan, Mr. Abdul Hakam Nasor, Dr. Ahmed Abdalla Khidir , Dr. Abdel Gadir
Shallabi, working for the local developmental NGO “Nabatahd Mr. Ezzendeen Idris seventy year-old
teacher from the Farraig section of the CABKD.

Between August 27 and 29, 2007, the following meamiloé the Committee Against the Building of the e
were arrested in Dongola, the capital of the NortHerovince of Sudan: MiNazmi Mohamed Hamed Mr.
Nayif Mohamed Hamed his brother, Mr.Al Khatib Mohamed Elsir, Mr. Maisara lzzeldin Mohamed
Munowar, and Mr.Faroug Nuri. In addition, Mr.Hisham Abbas was arrested in Wadi Halfa City while
travelling to Egypt, and Messr®aoud Suliman andlsam Mohamed Fagir were arrested in Kerma, before
being transferred to Dongola.

All men were detained in Dongola, under the contrfothe National Intelligence and Security ForcE$SS),
except for Mr. Hisham Abbas, who was detained ird\W+alfa.

While Mr. Nayif Mohamed Hamid was released on Sejker 12, 2007, Messrs. Nazmi Mohamed Hamid, Nayif
Mohamed Hamid, Al Khatib Mohamed Elsir, Maisaradizin Mohamed Munowar, Faroug Nuri, Hisham Abbas,
Daoud Suliman and Isam Mohamed Fagir were release&kptember 13, 2007.

Furthermore, on the same dates, the following mesnbethe Committee were arrested, before beingassld
shortly after : MrOsman lbrahimMr. Ezzeldeen Idris, MrAbdel Hakim Nasor, a lawyer and a member of the
Committee, MrMamoun Abdel Aziz, a member of the Committee in Karma, who handetéif to the security
forces in Karma after they arrested his brother,Albdel Razig, and Mr.Samil Mohamed Samil

TUNISIA - Acts of harassment
July 17, 2007 - TUN 001 /0407 / OBS 037.1

Judicial proceedings were launched against AMderraouf Ayadi, a lawyer and former member of the Bar
Council Conseil de I'Ordre des avocatsas well as former Secretary General of the MaficCouncil for
Liberties in TunisiaConseil national pour les libertés en Tunisi€NLT), for “aggression” against the Chief of
the Bab Bnet station (of which the courthouse i$)paet, Mr. Ayadi had been aggressed on April 2407, by
an officer of the political police in front of theourt room of the Court of first instance in Tunés he was
preparing to plead in a case involving defendan#gsged under the anti-terrorist law.

At the same time, Mr. Ayadi was subjected to attsavassment. Thus, on July 7, 2007, he saw a m#img an
envelope on his mail box. The man escaped ha&tiMra Ayadi arrived. As he considered that the éope was
suspect since it resembled another envelope hedead/ed one week earlier, which contained a photdage
about his wife, he went to the police station whegeasked an officer to open it. The latter comtdia DVD. Mr.
Ayadi demanded that this act be recorded in a ewrigtatement in view of starting legal proceedirags he
considered that there were strong reasons to leelieat the content of the DVD was once again aimied
discrediting him. However, the officer refused t b, following the orders of his hierarchy, andeqted only
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to record the facts on a mere sheet of paper. pf@esting against the illegality of these fabdls, Ayadi went
out of the police station. Half an hour later, Mygadi's secretary found out the same envelope énstime mail
box.

TUNISIA - Release / Obstacles to the freedom of mement
July 25, 2007 - Press release
August 28, 2007 - Press release

On July 24, 2007, MiMohamed Abbouwas conditionally released after more than tway@aprison.

Mr. Abbou is a lawyer and human rights defendemeamber of the CNLT and of the International Assticra
for the Support of Political Prisoner&gsociation internationale de soutien aux prisormgolitiques- AISPP),
and had been detained since March 1, 2005. He d&&a $entenced, among others, for publishing astmtethe
detention conditions in Tunisia, comparing the Biam prisons to Abu Ghraib. His trial had been edmvith
irregularities. In particular, Mr. Abbou had beerttired in the framework of his detention pendimaj .t
However, on August 24, 2007, Mr. Abbou was turnadkoand denied the right to travel to London, wherdad
to take part in a TV programme on democracy andamurights in the London studios Af-Jazeeralndeed, as
he was about to go through the customs, the airbander police denied him the right to leave Twjisin the
grounds that his release was conditional and tbdtad not been allowed to leave by the judge aedribunal
which had sentenced him, even though such a progeles not exist in Tunisian law.

In addition, on August 18, 2007, 3,700 Tunisianadgin(about 2,200 Euros), which had been sent toblyirtne
organisation Frontline through Western Union, weiighdrawn on his behalf. This amount was aimed at
covering his travel expenses for a trip to Parswas given back to him a few days later.

Furthermore, on August 25, 2007, Miaoufik Mezni, the brother of MrKamel Jendoubi, Chairperson of the
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) afidhe Committee for the Respect of Liberties and
Human rights in TunisiaQomité pour le respect des libertés et des drat$tdomme en Tunisie CRLDHT),
was prevented from getting back to France, the ttpuvhere he has been residing for more than sggars. At
the Tunis-Cartagena Airport, the police seizeddaissport, therefore preventing him from boardirgglane. He
was allowed to go back to France after waitingdiar hours. Mr. Mezni had already been interrogaiechis
links with Mr. Jendoubi in the past.

TUNISIA - Judicial proceedings / Harassment
August 15, 2007 - Press release
August 16, 2007 - Judicial observation mission
August 17, 2007 - Press release

Since March 2007, MOmar Mestiri, the editor-in-chief of th&alima online newspaper, was prosecuted on the
basis of Articles 42, 50, 51, 53, 72 and 78 of@oele of the Press, for publishing a press artarieSeptember 5,
2006, inKalima, in which he expressed his surprise with the riitatibpn of Mr. Mohamed Baccar by the
Council Bar, since the latter was, according to Mestiri, close to personalities in power and thathad been
“condemned on several occasions for swindle”.

On March 29, 2007, Mr. Mestiri had been heard enftamework of this case by the Substitute of tres&cutor,
Mr. Zied Souidane, in order to be heard as regdwelslefamation complaint filed by Mr. Baccar. Oa ttcasion
of this summons, his lawyers had raisietier alia, the absence of legal basis regarding the proogedigainst
M. Mestiri, arguing that the substantial elementshe above-mentioned article could not be invokgdthe
complainant since the access to talima website was censured in Tunisia. Mr. Mestiri hdsb abeen
interrogated on the so-called libellous elementhisfarticle, and pointed out that he had proofs/ioat he had
asserted, including several definitive rulings saning Mr. Mohamed Baccar for swindle.

On July 7, 2007, Mr. Mestiri received a summonagpear before the Tunis Tribunal of First InstameeAugust
2, 2007 in the framework of this defamation complaiAt the request of the lawyer of the complainahée
hearing was postponed to August 16, 2007, wherOtheervatory mandated a Morocoetmargé de missioto
observe the trial. On that date, the hearing was @again postponed to August 28, 2007, here agde aequest
of the lawyers of the complainant.

On August 31, 2007, Mr. Mohamed Baccar withdrewdamplaint, therefore putting an end to the prooesd
against Mr. Mestiri. At the August 28 hearing, jlnelge had openly put pressure on Mr. Baccar, sb hba
maintain his complaint.
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TUNISIA - Assault / Harassment
August 31, 2007 - TUN 003 / 0807 / OB 107
September 6, 2007 - Open letter to the authorities

On August 31, 2007, MAyachi Hammami, Secretary General of the Tunis section of theidian League of
Human Rights ligue tunisienne des droits de I'HommeLTDH) and rapporteur on the question of the
independence of justice for the EMHRN, found thatdesk and that of his secretary were burningerAtte fire
was extinguished, Mr. Hammami noticed that the gmtidons of the computers’ central units had beemxed
beforehand, so that computer data be more eadiyedieby the fire. In addition, an important amoohpaper
documents was destroyed.

Mr. Hammami was about to finish his report on thdependence of the judiciary in Tunisia, in viewaof
presentation at a seminar, titled “Independencemapdrtiality of justice - the Tunisian case”, held September

8 and 9, 2007 in Paris, by EMHRN, with the suppdit TDH and of CRLDHT.

TURKEY - Sentencing
August 17, 2007 - TUR 002 / 0807 / OBS 093

On June 7, 2007, MEthem Acikalin, President of the branch in Adana of the Humarh®ig\ssociationlisan
Haklari Dernegi - IHD), Mr. Mustafa Bagcicek Secretary General, and MHiseyin Beyaz Financial
Secretary, were sentenced by the Adana CriminaltGod to two years and eight months’ imprisonmtamt
“inciting hatred and hostility” and “praising crimend criminals” (Article 215 of the Criminal Codélhese
charges relate to their criticisms, in 2005, of tReturn to Life” military operations of Decembe®@'" and the
prison conditions of Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan

On the same day, the three men appealed theimsenefore the Appeal Court in Ankara (Yargitay)ey will
remain free until the decision of the court, whittould take place within one year.

On December 18, 2005, Mr. Ethem Acikalin, Mr. Mdiat8agcicek and Mr. Hiseyin Beyaz had organised a
demonstration, protesting against these militamragons and calling for the prosecution of thasponsible for
these violations. They also criticised, in the preslease issued at the occasion of the demowstrailr.
Ocalan’s solitary confinement in Imrali Prison.

UZBEKISTAN - Judicial proceedings / Incommunicadodetention
September 26, 2007 - UZB 004 / 0907 / OBS 118

On September 19, 2007, MBobir Tulaganov, the Director of the Tashkent section of the HurRaghts Society
in Uzbekistan (HRSU), went to the Criminal Courttioé Yuzunabad District in order to be granted ssd¢e the
case of slander that was filed against him by MsuFa Sokatbaeva on April 13, 2007, on the baskrifle
139 of the Uzbek Penal Code. However, not only meadenied access to the case, but he was alstedrieshe
premises of the tribunal on the basis of a decisibthe judge, who decided to turn the compulsagep of
residence by which he has been bound in 2007 ,arfrdmework of the judicial proceedings against,himo
imprisonment. Since then, no additional informatomuld be obtained regarding his whereabouts opdssible
release.

Ms. Sokatbaeva lodged her complaint on the basié @frticle published by Mr. Tulaganov in a localwspaper,
criticising the Uzbek maternity hospitals, aftee thatter recently discovered that his daughter thiadl of Ms.
Sokatbaeva had been inter-changed by mistake byetts®nnel of the hospital a few days after thethbmore
than fifteen years ago.

Since the complaint was lodged before the Crim@mirt of Yuzunabad on April 13, 2007, a seriesrotpdural
irregularities have taken place. First of all, Nlulaganov was only notified of the existence of thenplaint 71
days after the enquiry procedure was opened and toerefore not introduce all the elements he a@no rely
upon for his defence within the “90 days of enquipyovided by law. On July 27, 2007, Mr. Tulaganeas
interrogated by Mr. Almatov, the Senior enquiryicéf of the department of internal affairs of thandzabad
district. He subsequently lodged a complaint to Finesecutor of the city of Tashkent, Mr. Valiev,arder to
protest against the procedural irregularities reldeeen confronted to. However, he has receivedhswer so far.
On August 17, 2007, Mr. Almatov declared that theugry procedure that was opened on May 16, 200§ wa

9 On December 19, 2000, the military had organised‘Return to life” military operations that had hdaunched simultaneously in 22
prisons all over Turkey in order to end two mondfisiunger strikes and “death fasts” carried ouhbydreds of political prisoners, and
which resulted in the death of 31 people, two ehthsoldiers. At that time, the hunger strikers wenaesting against the State’s plan to
transfer its prisoners from large wards to “F-typeisons (characterised by small one- and thresgpecells, where continued isolation
leaves prisoners particularly vulnerable to tortame other forms of ill treatment
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closed, whereas he had no mandate to close it.

ZAMBIA - Obstacles to freedom of association
July 20, 2007 - Press release

On July 17, 2007, the Minister of Justice, Mr. GgoKunda, presented a bill on non-governmentalrosgéions
to Parliament for enactment, declaring that thigt tepresented an attempt to “enhance transparandy
accountability among civil society groups”.

On July 20, 2007, the Zambian Parliament debatiscbih, which seems to aim at regulating the dtitig of the
organisations of civil society and at stifling adissenting voice towards the government. Non-gawermtal
organisations are indeed regularly accused bydkergment of being “politicians using NGOs as alsfii

In particular, the bill calls for “the registratiand co-ordination of NGOs [including internatiomatjanisations
that have offices in Zambia, so as] to regulatevibek, and the area of work of NGOs operating imB&”. In
addition, if the bill becomes law it would empowtbe Minister of Home Affairs to form a 10-memberaba,
comprised of government members and two represeggatom civil society, which would “receive, diss and
approve the code of conduct [of NGOs], and [..¢vie policy guidelines to NGOs for harmonisingithe
activities to the national development plan of Zahb

The bill also provides that NGOs should registaruaily, and enables the government to suspend NE#D4ail
to submit quarterly or annual reports or when tmégapply funds they receive from donors.

ZIMBABWE - Death threats
August 23, 2007 - ZWE 005 / 0807 / OBS 097

On August 22, 2007, a person calling himself Moganf the office of the Zimbabwe African National dni-
Patriotic Front (ZANU PF, ruling party) called thaw firm of Mr. Kucaca Phulu, a lawyer and chairperson of
the Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRigh#s)d spoke to the receptionist. “Moyo” then said tia
Phulu had been seen with one of his client whdherged for “armed robbery” and wanted for arrest.thien
threatened Mr. Phulu, adding that if his clientldowt be found, Mr. Phulu would be “killed” in hiace.
Although ZimRights lodged a complaint, it has nekegeived any acknowledgment of its reception. Athe
end of November 2007, no public investigation ithese events had taken place.

ZIMBABWE - Arbitrary detentions / lll-treatments /  Judicial proceedings / Harassment / Releases
September 21, 2007 - ZWE 006 / 0907 / OBS 117

On September 13 and 14, 2007, three members ithkabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU), Messrs.
Eliot Muposhi, Willmore Makure and Tafara Tawengahama were arrested in Masvingo and taken to the
police station of the city where they were inteatagl by police officers from the Law and Order isecand
members of the Central Intelligence Organisati@ncerning a “stay away” (boycott) which was supplote
take place on September 19 and 20, 2007, in omlgretcefully protest against the deterioration ivifg
conditions and other related issues such as sdfapzes, job losses, runaway inflation, corruptemd
unemployment. After the interrogation which lastbdee hours the three were released but threatestad
reprisals if they went ahead with the stay away.

On September 17, 2007, in Harare, three ZCTU mesniMessrsMichael Kandukutu, Justice Mucheniand
Tennyson Muchepfawere arrested in the Workington area while tryioglistribute fliers for the stay away. In
the framework of these arrests, the ZCTU members assaulted by police officers before being tekeMbare
police station where they were further assaultdteyTwere then transferred to Harare Central pdie¢ion
where they were submitted to serious ill-treatment.

On September 19, 2007, they were taken to courteladsed on a bail of Z$ 500,000, but remainedgeltawith
“criminal nuisance” under Section 46 of the Zimbalaww Criminal Code.

On October 5, 2007, a court in Harare decided op dil the charges against the three men, addatgttie three
were distributing information that was public knedte (See Urgent Appeal ZWE 006/0907/OBS 117.0iedss
on October 12, 2007).

On September 18, 2007, Meaac Tevetevethe Secretary of the Gweru branch of the ZCTUs asested and
sent to detention in Gweru, in Bulawayo, beforanbgeeleased a few hours later.

On the same day, three members of Women of Zimbakge (WOZA), Ms.Magodonga Mahlangy Ms.
Rosemary Sizibaand Ms.Sitshiyiwe Ngwenya were arrested and taken to the Bulawayo policéostathere
they were charged under sections 140 and 143 ofCtimainal Codification Act for “malicious damage to
property owned by the State”. The charges relatmessages reading “choose love over hate” that beea
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written on roads around Bulawayo. Ms. Mahlangu wegortedly brought to a police station located 30
kilometres away from the city. While she was inetddion, Law and Order officers subjected her terisive
interrogations and threatened her with death. Tineet activists were then brought to court on Sepéem9,
2007, where lawyers facilitated their release. Hmvethey remain prosecuted for “malicious damagerbperty
owned by the State”.
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