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SUMMARY

REGIONS:

AFRICA

· Sudan

· Javier Solana, Haut Représentant de l’UE pour la PESC, au sujet de la résolution autorisant la saisine de la CPI (01.04.05)
Javier Solana, Haut Représentant de l'UE pour la Politique étrangère et de sécurité commune (PESC), a fait la déclaration suivante à la suite de l'adoption par le Conseil de Sécurité des Nations 

Unies de la résolution portant saisine de la Cour Pénale Internationale pour les crimes commis au Darfur: 

 "Je me félicite de la résolution que vient d'adopter le Conseil de Sécurité des Nations Unies.  

 La réconciliation au Soudan implique la fin de l’impunité au Darfur. La saisine de la Cour  Pénale Internationale va maintenant y contribuer. 

 Le vote d’hier soir marque aussi une étape cruciale dans la défense des droits de l’homme et le respect du droit international. Le Conseil de Sécurité a pleinement joué son rôle.  

Je me félicite enfin tout naturellement des efforts qu’ont déployés en bonne intelligence tous les membres européens du Conseil de Sécurité ainsi que de l'efficacité du dialogue transatlantique." 

http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/84436.pdf (FR)

AMERICAS

· Cuba

· Michel ends visit to Cuba with positive impressions- By Lisbeth Kirk (29.03.05)
An official visit to Cuba by EU development commissioner Louis Michel has marked a further step in the normalisation of relations between the EU and Fidel Castro’s communist regime.

Mr Michel held a four-hour meeting with the Cuban president Fidel Castro and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Felipe Pérez Roque, in what was described by the Commission as a "positive and constructive atmosphere".

Cuba agreed to enhance political dialogue with the European Union, based on mutual respect and frank exchanges on all issues without taboos, according to a Commission press release.

In January, EU foreign ministers temporarily suspended diplomatic sanctions on Cuba for six months and gave themselves until June to see whether dialogue with Cuba proves a more effective policy than diplomatic sanctions.

The diplomatic freeze against the Communist regime in Cuba was introduced in June 2003 after 77 dissidents were arrested in Cuba and sentenced for up to 28 years in prison. Only 14 of them have been released.

During his visit to Havana, Commissioner Michel recalled the EU's position on the release of all political prisoners.

The visit also included talks with democracy activists and the wives of political prisoners.

Mr Michel said he appreciated that he did not encounter any difficulties in meeting dissidents and Human Rights activists.

Marta Beatriz Roque, economist and one of the dissident leaders who met the commissioner however said she "respectfully disagreed" with an EU decision to suspend diplomatic sanctions on Cuba, and to seek closer ties, according to the Telegraph.

"The EU should not be seeking deeper relations with a totalitarian regime", she said

"The fact that we could meet Mr Michel one day, for an hour, is an isolated phenomenon".
         http://www.euobserver.com/?sid=24&aid=18743 (EN)

ASIA

· Azerbaijan

· Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the presidential pardon for political prisoners in Azerbaijan (30.03.05)

The European Union welcomes the decree signed on 20 March 2005 by President Aliev of Azerbaijan pardoning 11 prisoners, 3 of whom were designated "political prisoners" by Council of Europe experts. The European Union welcomes the fact that the political leaders imprisoned following the events of October 2003 have been freed. 

Azerbaijan has thus taken a further step towards meeting its obligations to the Council of Europe.  

However, the EU remains concerned about the situation of those political prisoners still in custody, and calls on the Azeri government to release them without delay and to fulfil its undertakings to the Council of Europe and the OSCE. 

http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/84414.pdf (EN)

· China

· EU presidency hints at delay on China arms embargo - By Lisbeth Kirk (30.03.05)

A disputed arms embargo on China is unlikely to be lifted during Luxembourg’s EU presidency, Nicolas Schmit, Luxembourg’s Minister Delegate of Foreign Affairs and Immigration has told members of the European Parliament.

Speaking at the foreign affairs committee on Tuesday (29 March) Mr Schmit said: "I would not risk a bet today, that a decision on lifting the embargo is taken before the end of June", according to Austrian daily Der Standard.

It had been planned to formally take the decision to lift the embargo in June, he said adding: "but it is a target, which is not possible to meet".

Chinese leaders were told at an EU-China summit in The Hague in December that the EU was prepared to lift the 15-year old arms embargo.

But European hesitation to actually do it has grown after China earlier this month adopted a controversial law authorising an invasion of Taiwan if the island seeks independence.

If there is no decision during Luxembourg's presidency of the European Union - which finishes at the end of June - the issue is not likely to hit the agenda this side of 2006.

From July, the UK, a close ally of the US, takes over the EU Presidency and is unlikely to want to clash with Washington over the issue.

The Bush administration is strongly opposed to lifting the embargo and the US Congress has threatened retaliation against the EU if the embargo is lifted.

The embargo was imposed in 1989 after the massacre of pro-democracy demonstrators in Beijing's Tiananmen Square.

 http://www.euobserver.com/?sid=24&aid=18751 (EN)

· Kyrgyzstan

· Declaration by the European Union on the situation  in  Kyrgyzstan (30.03.05)
The European Union is closely following developments in the situation in Kyrgyzstan in close contact with the OSCE.  The European Union has taken note of the resignation of the Kyrgyz Prime Minister Tanayev and of his government. 

It urgently appeals to the newly-appointed leaders to restore public order as soon as possible, to start a dialogue with all political forces involved and to implement a policy of national reconciliation, in the long-term interests of stability and prosperity in Kyrgyzstan.  

The European Union takes note of the Kyrgyz parliament's decision to organise presidential elections within the next three months and parliamentary elections within six months. 

The European Union urges the new Kyrgyz leaders to act with full respect for democratic values and human rights.  The European Union calls on the new leaders to take all necessary measures to guarantee security and stability in the country.  The European Union is willing to cooperate with them in this context and to support the OSCE's efforts to achieve this goal.

http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/84416.pdf (EN)

EUROPE (outside of UE ) and CIS
· Turkey

· Turkey postpones enforcement of its penal code By Elitsa Vucheva (01.04.05)
Turkey has decided to delay the enforcement of its penal code, which would introduce greater protection of human and civil rights, until 1 June.
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan explained the postponement by saying it followed feedback delays by "related institutions and establishments".
"I wish the related institutions and establishments had given their feedback at the proper time, but it didn't happen that way. We have decided to postpone the enforcement date to properly evaluate the amendment changes. I hope we will be finished with this by 1 June", he was reported as saying by Zaman daily.
The new code is a means of improving the country's democratic and human rights system, a key demand by the EU in order for Ankara to start Union membership talks on 3 October as planned.
Turkish Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul said the delay was due to "technical" problems.
He promised that the reform process would be continued and that "the issue is not that the process is slowing down but that it is being put on stronger foundations".
Furthermore, Mr Gul explained the government wanted to answer questions coming from non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
But the media have also raised concerns about the freedom of press in the past few weeks.
There are concerns that some of the new measures on freedom of expression and of the press were more restrictive than the ones they were supposed to improve, according to the Financial Times.
The new code initially planned to come into force today, will not be enforced before 1 June, giving the government a re-evaluation period.
The European Commission is "assessing" the decision, while waiting to acquire more information, writes the Financial Times.

http://www.euobserver.com/?sid=9&aid=18770 (EN)

MAGHREB AND MIDDLE EAST

· Syria

· Association agreement with Syria: carrot or stick?

Should the association agreement with Syria be used to put pressure on the regime and demand reforms before it is signed? Or should it be seen as a tool that will trigger change after it has been signed, thus nudging Syria along the road to reform? This was the key issue, Véronique DE KEYSER (PES, BE) told a public hearing at Parliament this week. The meeting, chaired on Wednesday by the EP Foreign Affairs Committee and on Thursday by the EP Human Rights Subcommittee, was the first stage in the process by which Parliament will decide whether to approve the agreement. The debate is thus wide open.

An opponent of the regime, Farid GHADRY, of the Washington-based Reform Party of Syria, thought the answer was obvious: the agreement must not be signed until the regime lifts the state of emergency in place since 1963 and is democratised. This view was shared by various MEPs, including Charles TANNOCK (EPP-ED, UK), Michael GAHLER (EPP-ED, DE), Marios MATSAKIS (ALDE, CY) and Vytautas LANDSBERGIS (EPP-ED, LT).

Other speakers, however, warned against a simplistic approach to a complex reality. Antoine SFEIR, of Cahiers de l'Orient, urged caution. Any "victimisation" of Syria could lead other countries in the region to close ranks with the current regime. And Syria was a key factor in the stability of the Middle East. It would be inadvisable to act without thinking of the broader context, thought Tobias PFLÜGER (EUL /NGL, DE). In the second part of the hearing, Elena VALENCIANO MARTINEZ (PES, ES) stated "isolation is often a good thing for those who flout human rights" and she wondered whether the agreement would achieve progress in Syria on this front. Ms De Keyser felt that dialogue was made all the more difficult by the Syrian authorities' refusal to admit that problems existed. A clear agenda for addressing outstanding issues, together with transparency, should therefore be seen as preconditions for signing the agreement. 

All the MEPs of course wanted to see democracy in Syria. Rudolph EL-KAREH, a sociologist and political scientist at the University of Paris III, argued forcefully that democracy could not be injected from outside and that it was necessary to "encourage the dynamics of democracy within Syrian society". Pasqualina NAPOLETANO (PES, IT) took a similar view and called on the EU to help build civil society in Syria. But, asked Hélène FLAUTRE (Greens/EFA, FR) during the part of the hearing conducted by the Subcommittee on Human Rights, "how can we act in practice and support the real democrats?".
"We need your help, on the political, media and financial fronts. You must support the emerging democratic forces" replied Aktham NAISSE, president of the committees for the defence of democratic freedoms and human rights in Syria. The constant violations of human rights and democratic principles by the Syrian regime were confirmed by Neil SAMMONDS of Amnesty International, who believed the EU had an undreamt of opportunity to relaunch dialogue on human rights with the Syrian authorities. Wahid AL-ASMA of the Solida Movement, which supports Lebanese people who have been detained arbitrarily, told MEPs about the many cases of individuals who have disappeared, both Lebanese and Syrians. He believed the association agreement was not the solution but that to block it would not help either. The EU must understand that pressure could be effective and must demand an effort from Syria's leaders.

In the first part of the hearing, Faïçal KALTHOUM, a Syrian MP, urged Europe to be patient and said that reforms were due to be introduced in the next two months, including freedom of the press and freedom of speech. In the second part, Mr Naisse pointed out that hopes and promises of reform had sprung up when Bachar El-Assad took power five years ago but these hopes had been in vain. In his view, the association agreement should be used to enable civil society to win rights but he wanted tangible measures to be taken by the Syrian regime before it was signed.

(…)

http://www2.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade2?PUBREF=-//EP//TEXT+PRESS+NR-20050331-1+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&L=EN&LEVEL=2&NAV=X&LSTDOC=N#SECTION2 (EN)

