
THE UNITED NATIONS' GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTED A RESOLUTION 

CALLING FOR A MORATORIUM ON EXECUTIONS FOR THE SECOND TIME. 

The abolitionist front gets stronger and 
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World Coalition Against the Death Penalty Press Release 
 

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty welcomes the adoption by the 

United Nations General Assembly of a second resolution calling for a universal 

moratorium on the use of the death penalty.  

 

Supported by an increasing number of co-sponsor countries (89), it reaffirms the 

resolution 62/149 of 18 December 2007, “Moratorium on the use of the death 

penalty”, and recognizes “the global trend towards the abolition of the death 

penalty”. A slight change can be seen in the Arab World. If Algeria voted in 

favour of the resolution for the second time, seven other Arab countries abstained 

in 2008 whereas four of them voted No last year. (Bahrain, Jordan, Mauritania 

and Oman)  

 

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty congratulates the governments for 

the increasing votes in favour of the resolution: it was supported by 106 (+2) 

countries The World Coalition regrets that 46 (-8) voted against the Resolution 

and that 34 (+5) abstained. Chad, RDC, Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Seychelles 

and Tunisia were absent. 

 

The text of the resolution 63/430 welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on 

the implementation of resolution 62/149 “and the conclusions and 

recommendations contained therein”. The Secretary-General is requested to 

provide a report every two years on this issue, notably based on the information 

produced by Member States. 

 

The next resolution will be put for consideration to the United Nations General 

Assembly in December 2010. In February 2010, the fourth World Congress 

against the Death Penalty, organized by “Ensemble contre la peine de mort” 

(ECPM) in cooperation with the World Coalition will take place in Geneva and 

address the International Organisations. It will be an occasion to monitor the 

implementation of Resolution 63/430 calling for a moratorium on executions and 

it will gather abolitionists involved for worldwide abolition of the death penalty 

from all over the world.
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Created in Rome in May 2002, the 
Coalition brings together legal 
associations, unions, local governments, 
non-governmental organizations and 
others who are commited to the struggle 
against the death penalty and who want to 
coordonate their lobbying and actions at 
an international level. 
 

Steering Committee members:    

Amnesty International, Collectif Unitaire 
National de Soutien à Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
Comité national pour l'abolition de la peine 
de mort au Maroc, Comité des 
Observateurs des Droits de l’Homme, 
Community of Sant'Egidio, Death Penalty 
Focus, Culture pour la Paix et la Justice, 
Ensemble contre la peine de  mort,  
International Federation of Human Rights 
Leagues, Fédération Syndicale Unitaire, 
International Bars Conference, 
International Federation of Action by 
Christians for the Abolition of Torture, 
Mothers Against the Death Penalty, 
Murder Victims’ Families for Human 
Rights, National Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers, National Lawyers Guild, 
Paris Bar, Observatoire Marocain des 
Prisons, Organisation marocaine des 
droits humains, Penal Reform 
International, Tuscany 

 
Other members: 

ACAT France, Arab Coalition Against the 
Death Penalty, Association for the Rights 
to Live, American Friends Service 
Committee, City of Andoian, Association 
for the Right to Live, Association 
Marocaine des Droits Humains, Bahrein 
Human Rights Society, City of Braine 
l’Alleud, Centre marocain des droits 
humains, Center for Prisoner’s Rights, 
Collectif des Organisations des Jeunes 
Solidaires du Congo-Kinshasa, Comitato 
Paul Rougeau, Comité Syndical 
Francophone de l'Education et de la 
Formation, Conseil National pour les 
Libertés en Tunisie, CURE, City of Dijon, 
Forum Africain contre la Peine de Mort, 
Federation of Liberal Students, Forum 90 
Japan, Forum marocain pour la Vérité et 
la Justice, Foundation for Human Rights 
Initiative, Italian Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty, Iranian Human Rights 
Activists Groups in EU and North America, 
International Organization for Diplomatic 
Relations, Journey of Hope, law Student’s 
Forum, Lifespark, Ligue des Droits de 
l’Homme, Ligue ivoirienne des Droits de 
l’Homme, Lutte Pour la Justice,  City of 
Matera, Mouvement contre le Racisme et 
pour l’Amitié entre les Peuples, National 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, 
Nigerian Humanist Movement, 
Observatoire National des Prisons, Ordine 
Provinciale dei Medici-Chirurgi e degli 
odontoiatri di Firenze, Ordre des Barreaux 
francophones et germanophones de 
Belgique, Palestinian Centre for Human 
Rights,  Pax Christi Uvira asbl, People of 
Faith Against the Death Penalty, Puerto 
Rican Coalition against the Death Penalty, 
City of Reggio Emilia, Rights and 
Democracy,ROTAB, Stop Child 
Executions, SOS Attentats - SOS 
Terrorisme, Taiwan Alliance to End the 
Death Penalty, Texas Coalition to abolish 
the death penalty, Union Chrétienne pour 
le Progrès et la Défense des Droits de 
l’Homme, City of Venice, World 
Organisation against Torture. 
 

Executive Secretariat:  

ECPM 

197/199 avenue Pierre Brossolette 
92120 Montrouge - France 
Tel:  00 33 +1 57 21 22 73 
Fax: 00 33 +1 57 21 22 74 
coalition@abolition.fr 


