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Introduction by the Secretary-General

OMCT: A GLOBAL MOVEMENT SUPPORTING LOCAL CHANGE

Foreword by the President

A CULTURE OF SOLIDARITY AGAINST TORTURE

On October 9, 2013, the National Constituent 
Assembly of Tunisia adopted an organic law cre-
ating the National Forum for the Prevention of 
Torture (Law No. 43 of 2013). This is the fi rst 
time that a country from the Middle East and 
North Africa has established under law a nation-
al mechanism for the prevention of torture. This 

success story for Tunisia is also a success story 
for OMCT which has accompanied the process 
to draft the law from the initial idea to its adop-
tion: OMCT has shared its expertise, mobilized 
Tunisian NGOs defending human rights, and 
supported dialogue between these organiza-
tions, the Constituent Assembly and the Gov-
ernment. The fact that after the vote, the Chair 
of the Commission on rights, freedoms and ex-
ternal relations, Ms. Souad Abderrahim, men-
tioned and thanked OMCT along with the Tu-
nisian associations for their contribution, is for 
us a source of pride. This example and others 
we experienced in 2013 encourages us to con-
tinue working with the SOS-Torture Network to 
intensify our dialogue with governments.

What is certain is that OMCT will continue to 
work with Network members to respond to re-
quests they submit to us related to the preven-
tion of torture, to support those who are threat-
ened, to help victims reintegrate into everyday 
life, and to fi ght against impunity. In addition, 
as in Tunisia, OMCT is also working with local 
organizations fi ghting against torture, to devel-
op methods and build instruments in response 

to different emerging trends: countries which 
are building democracy by freeing themselves 
from the yoke of authoritarian regimes where 
torture is deeply-rooted in institutions respon-
sible for enforcing law and order; countries 
which are sinking into increasing human rights 
repression and where torture is a common prac-
tice used to intimidate and silence any criticism; 
and countries experiencing civil war or anarchy. 
The work carried out by OMCT in a number 
of countries with different characteristics, will 
provide us with a range of methods, tools and 
references enabling us to offer relevant and ef-
fective support to local organizations struggling 
against torture.

Local action is indeed essential to the fi ght 
against torture and inhuman and degrading 
treatment, and it is local organizations who best 
understand the forces at work, know the people 
in the political, judicial, military, police and me-
dia systems, and know how to approach them. 
This was the intuition of those who, almost thir-
ty years ago now, started the SOS-Torture Net-
work and created OMCT to support its work. In 
the coming months, OMCT will strengthen this 

network not by extending it, but rather by pro-
moting its most active elements and establish-
ing a culture of cooperation to forge coalitions 
for the national and regional implementation of 
the conventions and recommendations of the 
Committee against Torture (CAT). This could be 
cooperation between organizations from the 
same country, whether or not they are members 
of the Network, to defend a cause or victim; 
or cooperation between organizations from dif-
ferent countries to exchange experiences and 
methods.

We are building a culture of cooperation and 
a culture of solidarity between organizations. 
Statements of support, emergency actions and 
meetings with the authorities do not always 
change the fate of victims of torture, but they 
do provide moral support both for the victims 
and the organizations that defend them. The 
communications received by OMCT from all 
countries are signs of the need for this solidarity 
network.

Yves Berthelot
OMCT President

How we make an impact

“Nothing can justify torture under any circum-
stance” recalls the global OMCT campaign 
against torture conducted over the last three 
years in partnership with network members 
across the globe.

The law could not be any clearer. In fact uni-
versal consensus is far from theoretical. It is 
mirrored across regions, cultures and religions, 
and lived daily in our work with partners across 
the world.

Yet torture remains common and often I am 
asked about the impact OMCT is having and 
whether it is not too depressing to work on 
such a dire topic?

The answer to the fi rst question is not easy 
conscious of the need to account for public 
and private donor contributions. But it cannot 
always be answered in a linear and simplistic 
fashion. For example, I am convinced that we 
have to raise our voice on torture or when a 
human rights defender is attacked even if it 

may not always be an immediate change in 
side. Upholding values we believe in and soli-
darity to victims and human rights defenders 
remains important.

Not to do so would be failing our cause as anti-
torture movement.

The question of impact is one of approach. As 
a lawyer by background I believe that the law 
matters and that it has to have a protective 
reach. But a ‘the law is the law’ approach is in 
itself insuffi cient to achieve change.

A standard without implementation is a fi g 
leave and national institutions supposed to 
work on torture while lacking independence, 
resources and political backing in an environ-
ment in which anti-torture activists are harassed 
gives too easily a false façade of progress. Much 
more is thus needed to work on the domestic 
implementation of international standards.

The OMCT engages states and their authori-
ties in a critical dialogue on legal and policy 
changes daily in support of domestic partners. 
This constructive engagement is fundamen-
tally important and the adoption in Tunisia of 
the fi rst ever law on the prevention of torture 
in North Africa and the Middle East because 
of the OMCT is but one example mentioned in 
this annual report.

The key to lasting success is to anchor the fi ght 
against torture locally within society through 
the mobilization of local civil society. This ap-
proach is at the essence of the global SOS tor-
ture network of the OMCT. It refl ects that we 
achieve lasting impact if we enable, mobilize 
and accompany local actors, including in the 
south, and protect them when threatened be-
cause of their anti-torture work.

Ultimately this theory of change results in con-
crete impact and change as the Annual Report 
2013 documents.

Driving the Convention Against Torture 
home

The approach described goes through all our 
programming.

Standards matter when they impact the reality 
on the ground. The Convention Against Tor-
ture provides a blueprint for states wishing to 
eradicate torture and a basis to mobilize civil 
society as key constituency.  For more than 
twenty years we have worked with partners 
around the world on its domestic realization.

The Convention provides crucially important 
enforcement mechanism towards the UN 
Committee Against Torture. The OMCT uses 
this process as an entry to engage states on 
their record of implementation. But the pro-
cess makes only sense if local civil society is 
able to access, master and use the procedure, 
and work subsequently on securing the real-
ization of its recommendations.

If not for the information provided by civil so-
ciety the experts would be unable to conduct 
a credible evaluation with meaningful recom-
mendations. If not for a mobilized civil soci-
ety there would be little incentive for state to 
disseminate the fi ndings and engage in a pro-
cess of follow-up implementation. Often it is 
also specialized civil society expertise build by 
OMCT that is decisive to implement construc-
tive reforms of the justice or prison system. In 
turn a mobilized civil society uses the Commit-
tee Against Torture to trigger change making 
a difference.

This annual report provides a number of such 
examples in illustration ranging from anti-tor-
ture reforms in Togo, Mexico or Paraguay, or 
again in Asia in the Philippines all infl uenced 
through our work towards the Convention 
Against Torture and our litigation support to 
victims of torture. But one illustration of the 
impact of our joint advocacy is the decision 

of the Attorney General of Kenya made in 
a meeting with in October to submit a long 
awaited torture prevention law – co-drafted by 
our members - to parliament in early 2014.

2013 has been an important year as we have 
committed to a new global innovative role at 
the request of our network. We will coordinate 
and mobilize civil society access and effective 
use of this mechanism in close cooperation 
with the Committee Against Torture and its 
Secretariat.  This means that we increase the 
number of organizations enabled to attend, 
provide mentoring to them to be effective, and 
work to make the reviews known locally in the 
media. Fundamentally we will systematically 
support our partners in conducting follow-up 
advocacy to drive the recommendations home.

It is about time after 30 years

I still owe you the answer to the second ques-
tion raised above. Yes torture is an egregious 
human rights violation and the fact that it is 
committed in the name of the state makes 
things worse.

And true, it is tough to deal with this type of 
violation especially when working in diffi cult 
environments around the world, such as Libya. 
But no - working on this cause is not depress-
ing.  Working with activists who have the cour-
age to confront human rights violations under 
personal threats and being able to give them 
support is far more motivating and reward-
ing.  Ultimately, the driving feeling is one of 
motivation. I am encouraged because I know: 
together we can make a difference!

Let us then work as one global movement sup-
porting local actors to drive home the Conven-
tion Against Torture. Thirty years after its adop-
tion it is about time!

Gerald Staberock
Secretary-General
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 COMING TO THE AID OF VICTIMS OF TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT
 AND PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Emergency assistance to 
victims of torture – com-
prehensive support

For OMCT, emergency aid to victims of tor-
ture is an integral part of the struggle for the 
respect of human rights. It is not only a hu-
manitarian measure to relieve individual suf-
fering. It is essential that the victim recovers 
their health, and it is equally important that 
they can reintegrate into society and obtain 
redress. Our approach to rehabilitation is 
therefore comprehensive and, according to 
this principle, victims supported by OMCT in 
2013 benefi ted from multidisciplinary assis-
tance, including medical, legal and social 
aspects, according to their needs.

In the East of the Democratic Republic of Con-
go (DRC), for example, OMCT funds medical 
costs, therapy and school fees for girls in Goma 
who have suffered sexual violence, in order to 
facilitate their social reintegration. Thanks to 
the fi nancial support of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the 
City of Geneva, the OMCT has also support-
ed the construction of a “Women’s House” 
in Goma, DRC, in collaboration with the lo-
cal NGO “Women’s Synergy for Victims of 
Sexual Violence” (Synergie des Femmes pour 
les Victimes des Violences Sexuelles - SFVS), 
a member of the SOS-Torture Network based 
in Goma, with the aim of offering support to 
victims of sexual violence and providing them 
with temporary accommodation during their 
convalescence or during family mediation. At 
the end of 2013, the Women’s House was 
nearing completion. In 2014, the House will 
offer psychosocial support via individual and 
group therapy, as well as vocational training 
to enable victims to develop income-generat-
ing activities.

OMCT has established two counselling cen-
tres for victims of torture in the cities of 
Sidi Bouzid and Kef, in Tunisia, in partner-
ship with the Tunisian Organisation Against 
Torture (Organisation Contre la Torture en 
Tunisie - OCTT), a member of the SOS-Torture 
Network. Known as the SANAD, these centres 
offer social and legal assistance, and medi-
cal monitoring via an active network of law-
yers, doctors and other professionals working 
throughout the country. At the end of 2013, 
the SANAD had treated 31 cases, including 10 
people who received concrete social assistance 
with support from the OMCT emergency as-
sistance fund.

With the aim of providing redress for victims, 
OMCT regularly organizes training seminars 
relating to the submission of individual 
complaints to the United Nations Treaty 
Bodies, including the Human Rights Com-

mittee and the Committee against Torture, 
while also seeking to advance national and in-
ternational jurisprudence related to the fi ght 
against torture and to strengthen its absolute 
prohibition. Two seminars have been orga-
nized in Sousse in March and Monastir in June, 
in cooperation with OCTT, ACAT France and 
Dignity. No fewer than 31 lawyers participat-
ed and received training on international hu-
man rights standards, including the struggle 
against torture and ill-treatment, and their ef-
fective implementation in the Tunisian context 
through case studies. One session was devot-
ed to the psychological impact of torture and 
support for victims. At the end of 2013, 13 
complaints had been fi led before the national 
courts by OMCT and OCTT and seven others 
were in preparation.

Enhanced protection for 
human rights defenders

The 15th Annual Report of the Observatory for 
the Protection of Human Rights Defenders was 
published on February 28, 2013, at the same 
time as the 22nd session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council was taking place in Ge-
neva. The report was unanimously welcomed 
as a reference tool by NGO members and 
partners of the OMCT, human rights defend-
ers, intergovernmental organisations and the 
diplomatic community. For the fi rst time since 
it was fi rst produced in 1997, this annual re-
port was devoted to a cross-cutting issue that 
is affecting the work of human rights defend-
ers throughout the world to an ever-greater 
extent, namely access to funding for NGOs 
which defend human rights. The press con-
ference and roundtable 1 held in conjunction 
with the publication launch, offered an in-
sight into the impact of funding restrictions on 
the work of defenders, and this message was 
echoed by the United Nations, the diplomatic 
community and the media. Other events or-
ganised subsequently in Cairo, Banjul, Brussels 
and Vienna in association with local partners 
also resulted in numerous press articles.

Moreover, the UN Human Rights Council ad-
opted by consensus on 21 March 2013 an 
unprecedented resolution stating that “no 
law should criminalize or delegitimize activi-
ties in defence of human rights on account 
of the origin of funding”. Presented by Nor-
way and supported by 70 States, the resolu-
tion shows the decisive reaction of the Human 
Rights Council in light of the growing trend to 
impede or to criminalize the activities of hu-
man rights defenders by restricting their right 
to access funding, including from sources in 
other countries, echoing the conclusions and 
recommendations of the Observatory’s 2013 
Annual Report.

Two documentaries about the struggle 
of human rights defenders in Guatemala 
and Cambodia were also produced in order 
to raise public awareness on the struggles of 
socio-economic rights defenders in these two 
countries and the dangers they face. In Cam-
bodia, the struggle of housing rights defend-
ers against forced evictions were described in 
a fi lm made during a meeting with an OMCT 
delegation, at the request of the Cambodian 
Center for Human Rights (CCHR), a member 
of the SOS-Torture Network. Filmed by Irish 
director Chris Kelly, the documentary will be 
launched in Cambodia during the fi rst half of 
2014 and distributed internationally as part 
of advocacy work before the United Nations. 
In Guatemala, the fl oor was given to defend-
ers of land rights and the environment as well 
as women human rights defenders and de-
fenders struggling against impunity, as part 
of an OMCT mission that focused on the 
phenomenon of the criminalization of social 
protest and smear campaigns against human 
rights defenders. The premiere will be held in 
Guatemala in 2014 before the documentary is 
presented internationally.

Struggle to end violence 
against women in DRC 
(North and South Kivu)

In 2013, in close cooperation with the NGO 
“Synergy of women for victims of sexual vio-
lence” (Synergie des femmes pour les victimes 
des violences sexuelles - SFVS), OMCT placed 
particular emphasis on capacity strengthen-
ing with women human rights defend-
ers in the DRC, on supporting their efforts 
to eliminate violence against women in the 
provinces of North and South Kivu.

During the last two decades, armed confl icts 
and periods of instability in these provinces 
caused massive human rights violations with 
total impunity, affecting the civilian popula-
tion. Armed groups and soldiers used sexual 
violence as a “weapon of war” to control ter-
ritories, dividing the women’s communities 
and families. Women victims of rape often 
face eviction from their home or communi-
ty, which shows the tendency to stigmatize 
the victim rather than the perpetrator of the 
crime.

In 2013, twenty women defenders who strug-
gle daily side by side with victims of sexual vi-
olence, often in hazardous and unsafe condi-
tions, received training and advocacy support: 
two seminars on international human 
rights standards and the effective use of 
international and regional mechanisms to 
protect women against violence were held 
in Bukavu (South Kivu) in April and Septem-
ber. A manual including a compilation of the 
concluding observations and comments of 
UN Treaty Bodies in relation to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo has also been developed 
for participants.

Two joint alternative reports have also 
been prepared, analyzing the obstacles to the 
effective protection of women against vio-
lence and making recommendations to stop 
this violence. The fi rst report was submitted 
to the UN Committee on the elimination of 
discrimination against women, and the sec-
ond report was presented at the second 
examination of the DRC under the Human 
Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review. Six 
women human rights defenders were in-
vited to Geneva to support the presentation 
of the reports and to continue to carry out ad-

vocacy work before the African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

In February 2014, OMCT visited the DRC to 
meet provincial and national authorities and 
to continue advocacy work at the internation-
al and regional levels.

Activities carried out in 2013

1 The press conference of the Swiss Press Club and the round 
table at the Palais des Nations were organized by OMCT 
and FIDH and co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of 
Switzerland, Ireland and the Netherlands. Panelists included 
the United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the Director of the Unit for Human Rights of the 
Irish Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Secretary 
General of the OMCT, the Director General of FIDH and hu-
man rights defenders from the Russian Federation, Bangla-
desh and Egypt. Video footage has also been disseminated 
showing comments made by Mr. Maina Kiai, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Right to Peaceful Assembly and Freedom 
of Association and Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rappor-
teur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders.

 We have just received a 
positive asylum decision for (...), 
and this is fantastic news!
I would like to warmly thank 
the OMCT who have offered us 
considerable support through-
out the process. This has un-
doubtedly contributed to the suc-
cessful outcome of this case.

Advisor on asylum procedure

Protestant Social Centre,

Neuchâtel, Switzerland

 Our participation in the 
Council and advocacy with cer-
tain people is a positive experi-
ence to be encouraged and con-
tinued so that the international 
community refl ects on the criti-
cal issues that are tearing our 
society apart, including wars 
and violence against women in 
eastern DRC. The added value 
of this project is that grassroots 
women have been able to par-
ticipate in international activi-
ties. Usually, even in the case of 
issues that concern the Eastern 
DRC, it is often the women clos-
est to institutions and embassies 
in Kinshasa that are consulted 
at the international level. This 
was not the case in the OMCT 
and SFVS project because grass-
roots women were able to par-
ticipate. 

Julienne Mushagalusa,

Association of Women Lawyers of Congo

(Association des femmes juristes

du Congo - Afejuco),

Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo
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Supporting the work
of the Committee 
against Torture

The UN Committee against Torture is a priority 
partner for OMCT in its struggle for the pre-
vention of torture and ill-treatment, and their 
absolute prohibition. In 2013, in close coop-
eration with NGO members of the SOS-Torture 
Network, OMCT continued its work to submit 
alternative reports and follow-up communica-
tions, in order to offer members of this expert 
mechanism an objective view of the human 
rights situation in the countries it examined, 
incorporating gender perspectives and respect 
for the rights of the child.

In 2013, particular emphasis was placed on 
the implementation of recommendations 
adopted by the Committee against Torture 
during six missions to Mexico, Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Colombia, Chile and Togo. 
In addition to evaluating the implementation 
of the recommendations by the State con-
cerned, these missions allowed for dialogue 
with the authorities and civil society on the ef-
fective prevention of torture, and the related 
struggle against impunity and respect for the 
victims’ right to reparation.

OMCT is also particularly involved in 
promoting the work of the Committee 
against Torture. In 2012 the “OMCT@CAT” 
newsletter was produced and disseminated 
after each session of the Committee to sub-
scribers, and the OMCT also transmitted the 
sessions via the internet and sent out tweets 
during debates. In 2013, this strategy was 
complemented by two training seminars on 
the absolute prohibition of torture, organized 
in conjunction with meetings of the Commit-
tee and in partnership with the Gmedia Cen-
tre, for 22 journalists from Kenya, Guatemala, 
Mexico and Burkina Faso.

As a sign of the trust between the Committee 
against Torture with OMCT, the organisation 
was asked to organise two coordination meet-
ings of international NGOs based in Geneva 
before the annual sessions, in order to discuss 
how to improve the interaction and participa-
tion of civil society in Committee meetings. 
As a result of this experience and the relation-
ship of trust established with the Committee 
against Torture, OMCT will assume a coor-
dinating role in 2014 for civil society with 
the Committee.

Protection of children 
deprived of freedom
Since 2009, both in Benin and Uruguay, OMCT 
has been constantly fi ghting for better protec-
tion of children deprived of their liberty against 
torture and ill-treatment. In 2013, building on 
the work done in these two countries and the 
results obtained so far, OMCT decided to in-
tegrate the Philippines into this action, par-
ticularly in order to develop a trans-regional 
reading of the situation of children deprived 
of liberty.

In Benin, the advocacy work carried out by 
OMCT and Solidarity for Children in Africa 
and the World (Enfants Solidaires d’Afrique et 
du Monde - ESAM), member of the SOS-Tor-
ture Network, was successful in legal terms, 
when a Code of Criminal Procedure was 
adopted. This legislation incorporated the 
amendments proposed by the two organisa-
tions, that is to say limiting detention during 
the investigation phase and recognizing as a 
principle that the deprivation of a child’s lib-
erty should only be a last resort. At the same 
time, a training seminar on the protection of 
children in confl ict with the law was held for 
ten juvenile judges in the country, in response 
to a request from these judges after a fi rst 
seminar was organised with them when they 
were appointed in 2012.

In Uruguay, OMCT and the Institute of Le-
gal and Social Studies (Instituto de Estudios 
Legales y Sociales - IELSUR), a member of the 
SOS-Torture Network, fought hard against 
the adoption of new laws contrary to inter-
national standards of human rights for child 
protection, including lowering the age of 
criminal responsibility. More than 60 employ-
ees and directors of the various juvenile de-
tention centres in the country benefi ted from 
training on the rights of children deprived of 
their liberty and their protection against tor-
ture and ill-treatment. In the Philippines, the 
NGO Children’s Legal Rights and Develop-
ment Center (CLRDC), a partner of the OMCT, 
intervened as experts during the preparation 
of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of 
the Law on Justice and the Protection of Mi-
nors of 2004, amended in 2013, thus ensur-
ing compliance with international standards 
for the protection of children’s rights.

In 2013, several visits to places of deten-
tion for children were made, 35 without 
prior notice in Benin and 10 in Uruguay, 
which allowed for interviews to be con-
ducted with more than 400 children. In 
both countries, these visits permitted the 
gathering of accurate statistics on the con-
ditions of child detention, including girls. A 
valuable tool was thereby built for advocacy 
with relevant authorities and to increase the 
transparency within detention centres. In 
Uruguay, OMCT and IELSUR also included 
journalists in their delegation to raise public 
awareness on the extremely precarious situ-
ation for detained children. The effects are 
undeniable, particularly in Uruguay, as more 
children were able to access education, de-
tention centres have been renovated and oth-
ers have been built. In the Philippines, OMCT 
and CLRDC held eight monitoring visits and 
met with the Council for Child Protection, 
the main inter-agency body of the Philippine 
government, and made several recommenda-
tions regarding better protection for children 
against torture and ill-treatment.

In all three countries, however, children 
still face daily violence, carried out with 
total impunity. This issue has been specifi -
cally addressed during fi eld missions. In Be-
nin, juvenile judges discussed the institutional 
diffi culties in monitoring cases involving chil-
dren in confl ict with the law and sought the 
support of the OMCT and ESAM in their in-
teraction with the police. Cases of violence 
against children have already been brought to 
the attention of local judges in Benin. Cases 
have also been reported to prison authorities 
in Uruguay and the Philippines. The strug-
gle against impunity in cases of violence 
against children in detention will be also a 
priority in 2014.

 REINFORCING THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT
 AND PROTECTION AGAINST THESE SCOURGES

Activities carried out in 2013

53 
Monitoring visits
to juvenile detention centres.

 OMCT has signifi cantly 
supported the work of the 
Committee against Torture, by 
providing crucial information - 
from the fi eld - on the real situa-
tion of torture and ill-treatment. 
Without this information, it 
would have been diffi cult to en-
gage in a credible dialogue with 
States on the implementation of 
the Convention. 

Claudio Grossman,

President of the Committee against Torture, 

Geneva, Switzerland

  This workshop gives
us great satisfaction. I am
more than convinced than
ever that we never stop
learning. I strengthened
my knowledge of this issue.
We police offi cers must treat 
children humanely.
 
Commissioner of Hilacodji Police Station, 

Benin
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 MOBILISATION AND SUPPORT FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOS-TORTURE NETWORK
 TOWARDS THE ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION OF TORTURE

OMCT Tunisia – an un-
wavering supporter
in the struggle
against torture
During the past year, OMCT strongly engaged 
with civil society, the government and its ad-
ministrative bodies as well as the National 
Constituent Assembly (NCA), with regards to 
necessary reforms in the areas of justice and 
security, particularly in relation to the preven-
tion of torture and monitoring of places of de-
tention.

On October 9, 2013, the Tunisian NCA adopt-
ed the Organic Law on the National Body 
for the Prevention of Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment - 
Tunisia is the fi rst Arab state to establish such 
a mechanism. In the months that preceded 
the adoption, OMCT facilitated a platform for 
exchange and dialogue between Tunisian civil 
society partners, policy makers and legislators 
so that this body can be created as soon as 
possible. This contribution to the legislative 
process was recognized by the highest Tuni-
sian authorities.

“The draft Organic Law for the National Au-
thority for the Prevention of Torture has been 
the object of working meetings and follow-
up between the President of the Commis-
sion and representatives of the World Or-
ganisation Against Torture.” Final Report on 
the draft law on the National Body for the 
Prevention of Torture developed by the NCA 
Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms 
and External Relations.

In December 2013, OMCT organized a sym-
posium on international standards in the 
fi ght against torture and ill-treatment for 
23 practising Tunisian magistrates, judg-
es, and public prosecutors, in the presence 
of Dick Marty, Vice-President of the OMCT 
and former Attorney General of the Can-
ton of Ticino (Switzerland), and Adel Maged, 
Vice-President of the Supreme Court of Egypt. 
These judges from all over Tunisia discussed 
the diffi culties inherent in the judicial system, 
notably the lack of investigation available to 
judicial police offi cers, the overload created by 
the large number of cases, the pressures on 
magistrates and the withdrawal of the victims 
for fear of reprisals. Recommendations were 
adopted at the end of the symposium to bring 
the Tunisian judiciary in line with relevant inter-
national standards.

OMCT Libya – an offi ce 
at the cutting edge
of the struggle
against torture
The Offi ce of the OMCT in Tripoli is at the 
heart of the struggle against torture in Libya. 
In 2013, major progress was made in several 
areas, including the integration of anti-tor-
ture reforms into the political transition pro-
cess, capacity strengthening for those who 
work to help victims (human rights defend-
ers, lawyers, judges, civil society representa-
tives), improving access to justice for victims 
and raising public awareness on the absolute 
prohibition of torture.

Thanks to the excellent relationships estab-
lished with the General National Congress 
(GNC), the Ministry of Justice, the National 
Council for Civil Liberties and Human Rights 
((NCCLHR) and civil society, OMCT took 
part in the process for the adoption of 
a Libyan law criminalizing torture (via 
the submission of comments). Following this 
adoption, OMCT organized a public meeting 
in April 2013 in which 48 people participated, 
including representatives of the three govern-
ment bodies mentioned above, lawyers and 
activists from Tripoli, Benghazi, Misrata and 
Sabha. Together, they wrote a memorandum 
entitled “10 Steps to End Torture” to mobilize 
all stakeholders.

A workshop was also held in Tunis in October 
2013 in order to share Tunisian and Egyp-
tian experiences on access to legal aid 
in the context of transitional justice. In 
addition to the Egyptian and Tunisian repre-
sentatives from lawyers’ networks, the semi-
nar brought together 27 Libyan lawyers, two 
members of the GNC and three representa-
tives of NCCLHR, to consider the structure and 
management of a network of lawyers, as well 
as the roles of the legal community and civil 
society in the transitional justice process.

In 2013, the OMCT Libyan lawyers’ network 
consisting of 20 volunteer lawyers from the 
cities of Tripoli, Benghazi, Misrata and Sebha, 
documented 200 cases of torture and ill-
treatment to submit to the Offi ce of the 
Attorney General and local courts, which 
will not be “limited” to the national justice 
system, but in the case of lack of access to jus-
tice, will be presented as case fi les to UN treaty 
bodies. In relation to this, in May 2014 OMCT 
will organize a training workshop on the sub-
mission of complaints to UN Committees.

In June 2013, OMCT contributed to the re-
lease of 30 prisoners arbitrarily detained in 
Tamina prison (Misrata), who were victims 
of torture. This release was the result of in-
tense advocacy work carried out by OMCT, 
in partnership with a member of its lawyers’ 
network and a journalist, with the Director of 
the Tamina prison, the Attorney General of 
Misrata and the Ministry of Justice in Tripoli. 
OMCT continues the systematic examination 
of the fi les of arbitrarily detained prisoners 
both with detention centres and with the At-
torney General of Misrata.

Activities carried out in 2013

 For three years now, since 
the revolution, the Tawergha 
people have been living in ex-
tremely precarious conditions. 
We have suffered many human 
rights violations; hundreds of 
prisoners have been arbitrarily 
detained and have suffered 
torture. Despite all the suffer-
ing and distress that we have 
known, two events organized 
by OMCT to raise awareness 
against Torture on 26 June and 
10 December 2013 have enabled 
young Tawergha people and 
families to have the space to 
enjoy themselves a little and feel 
hope for one day, and above all 
to have professionals listening 
to them. 

Ali Harous,

General Coordinator of the Tawergha camps, 

Libya

 We are very grateful to 
the World Organisation Against 
Torture for all its support for 
our network, especially through 
training and legal expertise, 
which have helped to strengthen 
the capacity of our organisa-
tion. Thanks to this unwaver-
ing support, we have been able 
to document hundreds of cases 
of torture and provide legal 
assistance to the most urgent 
cases. In addition, thanks to the 
exemplary relations OMCT has 
with public institutions and lo-
cal civil society, and its efforts 
to unite actions in the struggle 
against torture, we have seen 
signifi cant improvements in the 
human rights situation, despite 
the insecurity and instability on 
the ground. 

Salah al-Din Yusuf Abukhzam,

President of the Libyan Network for legal aid, 

Libya
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Coming to the aid of victims of torture
and ill-treatment
Emergency assistance funds
– – 40 victims of torture assisted 11 women, 17 men and 12 children, 33 of which were individual 

cases and 2 collective, in 12 countries: Algeria, Benin, Egypt, Russia, Nigeria, Palestine, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey and Zambia.

Urgent interventions
– 63 urgent interventions (emergency calls, press releases and confi dential letters to the authori-

ties) for 62 people and 6 groups (several thousand individuals) in 19 countries: Bangladesh, 
Cameroon, Colombia, Djibouti, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Iraq, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Nepal, Qatar, Democratic Republic of Congo, Syria, Togo, Turkey and Vietnam.

– 1 joint statement at the 20th Annual Meeting of the United Nations Special Procedures.

Legal opinion / amicus curiae
– 1 legal opinion submitted to the Constitutional Court of Spain in the context of the case entitled 

“Bush Six” in partnership with member organizations and partners of the SOS-Torture Network.

– Monitoring of the legal opinion submitted to the Congress of the State of Guerrero, Mexico, in 
support of a legal initiative to criminalize torture (advocacy mission).

– 1 amicus curiae brief submitted to the European Court of Human Rights in the case of Mu-
jkanovic et al. v. Bosnia Herzegovina, in partnership with REDRESS.

Individual complaints
– 1 individual complaint to the Committee against Torture against Switzerland (1 victim) in part-

nership with ELISA.

– Monitoring of complaints submitted to the Committee of Human Rights against the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (1 victim) and the Committee against Torture against Switzerland (1 victim) 
and Mexico (4 victims).

– Monitoring the implementation of complaints submitted to the Committee of Human Rights 
against South Africa (1 victim), Côte d’Ivoire (1 victim) and Cameroon (1 victim) and to the Com-
mittee against torture against Tunisia (3 victims).

 IN BRIEF

Support for women human rights defenders in DRC 
(North and South Kivu)
Training
– 2 training seminars in Bukavu, for 20 women human rights defenders from the provinces of 

North and South Kivu, on international standards of human rights and the effective use of in-
ternational and regional mechanisms of protection for women against violence.

– Preparation of a training manual for participants in training seminars and their colleagues.

Advocacy activities 
– 1 alternative joint report on violence against women in North and South Kivu, submitted to the 

UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, in the presence 4 women 
human rights defenders.

– 1 alternative joint report on violence against women in North and South Kivu submitted during 
the second examination of the DRC in the context of the Universal Periodic Review, in the pres-
ence of two women human rights defenders in the Human Rights Council.

– Advocacy by two women human rights defenders from North and South Kivu and one OMCT 
representative at the 54th session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

Protection of children deprived of liberty

Benin
– 35 monitoring visits without prior notice in juvenile detention facilities and individual private 

interviews with detained children; advocacy meetings with the authorities.

– 1 two-day training workshop for 10 juvenile judges serving in Benin.

– Advocacy with the authorities in favour of the adoption of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

Uruguay 
– 10 monitoring visits to detention facilities for minors and unlimited individual interviews in pri-

vate with detained children.

– 1 training workshop on the rights of children deprived of liberty and their protection against 
torture, for more than 60 employees and directors of various juvenile detention centres.

– Advocacy with the authorities concerning new laws contrary to international standards for the 
protection of children’s rights, including lowering the age of criminal responsibility.

Philippines
– 1 preparatory mission to Manila and 8 visits to places of detention.

Activities carried out in 2013

846 
people received support directly
from OMCT of whom 

83
received legal, medical
and social assistance.



OMCT | 2013 Annual Report    7

Protecting human rights defenders

Urgent interventions
– 245 emergency interventions – of which 108 followed up (44%) - in favour of 701 human 

rights defenders and 68 NGOs and other associations in 52 countries: Algeria, Angola, Azer-
baijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Brazil, Burma, Cambodia, Cameroon, China, Colombia, 
Djibouti, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territory, Kenya, Kirghizstan, 
Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Nepal, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Uganda, Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Vietnam and Zimbabwe.

Material Support
– Material support for 43 human rights defenders and their families, and 3 NGOs in 10 countries: 

Cambodia, Cameroon, China, Gambia, Guatemala, Uzbekistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria.

Field missions and reports published
– 8 missions for judicial observation and defence for 1 NGO and 71 human rights defenders in 

Bahrain, Russia, Tunisia and Turkey.

– 2 fact-fi nding missions in Angola and Guatemala.

– 1 mission for solidarity and judicial observation in Bangladesh.

– 1 report on the judicial observation mission to Bahrain and 1 report on the fact-fi nding mission 
to Bangladesh.

Judicial or quasi-judicial complaints
– 9 submissions to the UN Working Groups on Arbitrary Detention and Enforced Disappearances, 

on behalf of human rights defenders in Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Iran, Sri 
Lanka and Syria.

– Follow up to a communication submitted to the UN Committee on Enforced disappearances on 
behalf of two human rights defenders from Mexico.

– 1 individual communication submitted to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights (ACHPR) on obstacles to freedom of association of an NGO in Ethiopia.

– Follow up to an individual complaint submitted to the ACHPR on the arrest, torture and ill-
treatment of three human rights defenders in Sudan.

Cooperation with international and regional mechanisms for the protection of human 
rights defenders

* Advocacy at the United Nations, in particular before the Human Rights Council
– 3 oral interventions during the 22nd and 24th sessions of the Human Rights Council on the 

question of NGO access to funding, the situation of defenders in Bangladesh in the context 
of the Universal Periodic Review and the situation of women human rights defenders in the 
framework of the annual discussion on the integration of a gender perspective, on behalf of the 
international Coalition of Women Human Rights Defenders.

– 4 events organised on 1) the issue of violations of the right of NGOs to funding (launch of the 
2013 Annual Report of the Observatory), 2) the criminalization of defenders and solutions that 
the Council can bring to this problem, 3) freedom of association in Egypt, 4) the situation of 
human rights in Bahrain.

– Participation of the OMCT Secretary General in an event around the work and the protection 
of human rights defenders working in the context of corporate social responsibility, organized 
during the 23rd session of the Council by the International Service for Human Rights and the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

– 1 note submitted in the framework of the Universal Periodic Review of Bangladesh.

– 1 parallel event held alongside the second annual Forum on Business and Human Rights entitled 
“Land and Environmental Rights Defenders in Danger”, including the compilation and dissemi-
nation of recent cases.

* Advocacy with regional intergovernmental organizations, including the ACHPR and 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 

– 2 oral and written interventions submitted during the 53rd and 54th ordinary session of the 
ACHPR in Banjul, Gambia.

– Roundtable on the situation of violations of the right of NGOs to funding around the world, 
with a focus on the situation of African NGOs and participation of the Special Rapporteur of the 
African Commission on human rights in Africa, the Commissioner of the ACHPR, and defenders 
from Zimbabwe, Algeria and Angola.

– Participation in the 2nd meeting of the Study Group of the ACHPR on freedom of association 
and peaceful assembly in Cotonou; submission of comments on the draft report on the enjoy-
ment of freedom of association and peaceful assembly in Africa.

– Contribution towards the creation of a Special Representative to the Secretary General of 
the International Organisation of La Francophonie (Organisation internationale de la Fran-
cophonie - OIF) responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights.

– Participation in the Meeting of experts to develop recommendations of the Offi ce for Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) of the OSCE for the protection of human rights 
(Warsaw) and submission of a note of the Observatory describing the main challenges and 
obstacles faced by defenders in the OSCE region and recommendations to improve their 
protection.

– 1 event held alongside the OSCE “Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting” on “Violations 
of the right of NGOs to funding: from harassment to criminalization”, with a focus on the situ-
ation in Russia, Belarus, Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan (Vienna).

– 1 note submitted on the situation of LGBT defenders in the countries of the OSCE and 1 event 
jointly organized with “Front Line Defenders and Human Rights House” parallel to the “Human 
Dimension Implementation Meeting”, in the presence of defenders from Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Belarus and a representative of an LGBT network, to discuss the practical means necessary to 
strengthen the security of human rights defenders and NGOs in the OSCE region.

The “Defend the Defenders” Project
– 1 solidarity mission to Cambodia around the situation of human rights defenders working on 

the right to housing; 1 documentary produced, “The Rights of Others”, directed by Irish director 
Chris Kelly, for broadcast in 2014.

– Dissemination of the documentary “Indiens d’Amazonie en sursis”, (Amazon Indians living on 
borrowed time), directed by Daniel Schweizer, on indigenous peoples defending their habitat 
endangered by economic development in Brazil, at the World Social Forum in Tunis (Tunisia), 
at the University of Roraima in Boa Vista (Brazil) and at the documentary Film Festival in Lyon 
(France). 1,000 DVDs distributed at the Locarno Film Festival (Switzerland).

– Production and distribution of 900 postcards on behalf of Russian defender Stanislas Dmit-
rievsky, sponsored by Swiss clown Dimitri, in particular during his shows.

– Dissemination of documentaries produced by OMCT during the project (Mexico, Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Brazil) at the Open Day of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights; participation of the Congolese defender Justine Masika Bihamba in a roundtable 
on the situation of women human rights defenders.
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Activities carried out in 2013

 IN BRIEF

Engagement and strengthening of NGO members of 
the SOS-Torture network
Strengthening of SOS-Torture Network members
– Support for local network members in their advocacy in Geneva or Brussels by facilitating meet-

ings with the United Nations and the European Union; information sessions or bilateral meet-
ings, interventions or joint advocacy letters.

– 1 regional training workshop on quasi-judicial procedures for 15 lawyers and legal experts from 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal, the Republic of Korea and Cambodia, organized in 
cooperation with a member of the SOS-Torture Network in Malaysia (April).

Campaign and mobilization during the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture 
(26 June)
– Intervention during the hearing held by the European Parliament Subcommittee on Human 

Rights on the struggle against torture in North Africa and the Middle East two years after the 
Arab Spring; participation in a roundtable discussion on the major challenges in the fi ght for 
the absolute prohibition of torture at the 20th anniversary of the Vienna World Conference on 
Human Rights. 

Campaign and mobilization during the International Human Rights Day
(10 December)
– Portraits produced of human rights defenders struggling against torture and impunity with 

video footage in favour of absolute prohibition; 3 events in Kenya, Lebanon and Pakistan, in 
partnership with members of the SOS-Torture Network; dissemination of press releases.

Nothing can justify torture
OMCT campaign for 10 December
http://vimeo.com/81499059

  Dear friends,
I am back safely in Abidjan and 
I would like to say a big thank 
you to all at the OMCT offi ce 
for the warm welcome and the 
excellent work done during my 
stay in Geneva. MIDH appreciate 
greatly the kind of relationship 
you are trying to establish with 
local organisations and we hope 
that very soon these relation-
ships will benefi t our people. 
Kindest regard.
 
Yacouba Doumbia,

President, Ivorian Movement for Human 

Rights, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire



OMCT | 2013 Annual Report    9

Strengthening the prevention of torture and ill-
treatment and protection against these crimes
Strengthening the implementation of international human rights standards
and mechanisms
– 7 monitoring missions in the fi eld: Mexico, Indonesia, Philippines, Colombia, Chile, Togo and Ke-

nya to assess the implementation of the recommendations adopted by the Committee against 
Torture and the Committee on Human Rights about these countries and to start a dialogue with 
the authorities and civil society for the effective prevention of torture and increased account-
ability for acts of torture or ill-treatment.

– 1 alternative report on Kenya submitted to the Committee against Torture in partnership with a 
coalition of Kenyan NGOs.

– 1 alternative report on Indonesia submitted to the Committee on Human Rights, in partnership 
with a coalition of Indonesian NGOs.

– 2 follow-up notes on Morocco and Togo submitted to the Committee against Torture, in 
partnership with members of the SOS-Torture Network; publication of a brochure in easy 
French to sensitize the general public to recommendations on Togo adopted by the Commit-
tee against Torture. 

Strengthening the range and impact of reports produced in relation to treaties 
– Webcast sessions of the Committee against Torture in partnership with other international 

NGOs and leading debates on social networks based on the discussions of the Committee.

– Publication of an e-newsletter “OMCT@CAT” in English and French, in order to provide in-
formation to civil society, government offi cials, experts and researchers on the sessions of the 
Committee against Torture.

– 2 training sessions on the absolute prohibition of torture, organized in partnership with the 
Centre Gmedia parallel to sessions of the Committee against Torture, for 22 journalists from 
Kenya, Guatemala and Burkina Faso.

– 2 coordination meetings organized at the request of the Secretariat of the Committee against 
Torture, bringing together international NGOs based in Geneva, to discuss the interaction and 
participation of civil society in the meetings of the Committee; creation of a mailing list to facili-
tate the exchange of information.

– 1 seminar entitled “Litigation before the UN Committee against Torture: Strengthening This 
Important Tool against Torture” held in partnership with the American University Washington 
College of Law, with the participation of international human rights defenders and experts.

– Active participation in the context of the reform of the UN Treaty Bodies, advocacy work to 
improve and strengthen the system and the effectiveness of the implementation of decisions of 
international mechanisms for the protection of human rights.

Advocacy before the Human Rights Council 
– 5 oral interventions submitted in cooperation with member organisations and partners of the 

SOS-Torture Network, according to the agenda of the Council and in line with the mandate of 
the OMCT: respect for the absolute prohibition of torture; the situation of human rights in Iran 
and Côte d’Ivoire; the situation of girls and armed confl ict in the provinces of North and South 
Kivu, Democratic Republic of the Congo; operating procedures of the Universal Periodic Review.

– 5 parallel events organized in cooperation with member organisations and partners of the SOS-
Torture Network, on the following issues: accountability for torture and “extraordinary rendi-
tion”; the role of the Human Rights Council in accountability and reparation for victims of 
torture; the situation of human rights in Algeria and Malaysia; the rights of indigenous peoples 
in Asia (the case of West Papua).

– 4 reports on Malaysia, Mexico, Nicaragua and the DRC submitted under the framework of the 
Universal Periodic Review, in partnership with members of the SOS-Torture Network; 2 parallel 
events on the situation of human rights in Mexico and Malaysia.
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 IN BRIEF

OMCT Libya
Support for victims of torture
– Creation of a network of 20 volunteer lawyers (from Tripoli, Benghazi, Misrata and Sebha) with 

the aim of documenting cases of torture and ill- treatment; more than 100 cases taken on.

– 1 contribution submitted to the United Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Dis-
appearances, in partnership with TRIAL.

Training
– 1 workshop on the implementation of the new law criminalizing torture organized for 50 gov-

ernment offi cials, lawyers and activists in Tripoli, Benghazi, Misrata and Sebha (April).

– 1 workshop on victims’ access to legal aid in the context of transitional justice organised in 
Tunis for 27 lawyer members of the Egyptian and Tunisian networks and 5 Libyan govern-
ment offi cials.

Advocacy activities
– 1 comment on the draft law criminalizing torture submitted to the competent authorities, in 

partnership with Lawyers for Justice in Libya, REDRESS and Dignity.

– 1 memorandum entitled “10 Steps to End Torture” prepared and submitted to the relevant 
authorities, with the creation of a national coalition against torture.

Campaign and mobilisation during the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture
(26 June)
– Several events organised in Benghazi in partnership with the National Council for Civil Liber-

ties and Human Rights: a one-day conference entitled “Past, Present, and Future of the Fight 
Against Torture in Libya”; creating a “wall against torture” produced by graffi ti artists and 
young people; 1 human rights fi lm festival; 1 concert of local artists.

Campaign and mobilization during International Human Rights Day
(10 December)
– Several events organised in Tripoli in partnership with the Cultural Council of the Union for the 

Mediterranean, the National Council for Civil Liberties and Human Rights and local associations: 
art and music workshop for 80 children (scouts from Tripoli and children from IDP camps, in-
cluding Tawergha); group therapy session for Tawergha victims and their families; launch of an 
initiative “Art in the Street” with 40 young artists and taggers in two symbolic places in the city 
(Place des Martyres and the Court of Tripoli); a public conference on the situation of torture and 
human rights in Libya, with the participation of the European Union Ambassador.

Activities carried out in 2013

26 June celebration in Tripoli

A “wall against torture”
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“Under the Jasmin. Looking into the past to understand the future”
Photographic exhibition with portraits of thirty-four Tunisian torture victims (1956 to 2013).

OMCT Tunisia
Support for victims of torture
– 2 counselling centres for victims of torture established in Sidi Bouzid and Kef (known as SANAD) 

in partnership with the Organisation Against Torture in Tunisia (OCTT).

– Creation of a network of lawyers, in cooperation with the OCTT, in order to document cases and 
ensure legal representation: 31 cases documented.

– Establishment of a network of associations and contacts (doctors, psychologists, social services) 
which can be accessed by those being treated at SANAD centres.

Training and workshops 
– 4 training sessions for SANAD staff on international standards on human rights, NGO offi ce 

management, social assistance, psychological support to victims of torture and the documenta-
tion of cases.

– 2 training sessions in Sousse and Monastir on international human rights standards and their 
effective implementation in the Tunisian context, organized in cooperation with OCTT, ACAT 
France and Dignity for the benefi t of 31 lawyer members of the aforementioned network. Two 
follow-up meetings to assess progress made on cases.

– 1 symposium on international standards in the fi ght against torture and ill-treatment organized 
for 23 practicing Tunisian judges.

Advocacy activities 
– Monitoring of the legislative process for the adoption of the Organic Law on the establishment 

of a national preventive mechanism, namely via the creation of a platform for the coordination 
of Tunisian associations active in the fi ght against torture; regular exchanges with deputies from 
the National Constituent Assembly (NCA).

– Monitoring legislative reforms: Code of Criminal Procedure, Law against terrorism and money 
laundering.

– Research on an initiative for the development of a complaint mechanism for prisoners.

– 1 round table entitled “Three Years after the Revolution: One More Step to Eradicate Torture” 
organized under the auspices of the Embassy of the United Kingdom attended by 25 non-
governmental and governmental representatives.

Campaign and mobilisation during the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture
(26 June)
– Establishment of a photographic exhibition entitled “Sous le Jasmin. Puiser dans le passé des 

forces pour l’avenir” (Under the Jasmine. Looking into the past to understand the future), 
bringing together photos of 34 people submitted to torture in Tunisia between 1956 and 
2013, in cooperation with the photographer Augustin Le Gall, Dekradage and the Tunisian 
Ministry of Culture.

– Several events organised in Tunis with the participation of some of the 34 people from the “Sous 
le Jasmin” photographic exhibition: a round table leading to a series of recommendations to the 
Tunisian legislation; press conference and presentation of the song called “Parole d’Hugo” (Hu-
go’s Words) with the participation of OMCT alongside other Tunisian and international NGOs 
active in combating torture, at the “Ibn Rachiq” Cultural Centre and on Avenue Bourguiba.

– Presentation in several Tunisian cities of the photographic exhibition “Sous le Jasmin” launched 
by the President of the OMCT in the presence of the Tunisian Minister of Culture, the Minister 
for Human Rights and Transitional Justice, and the Minister of Health; this exhibition was ac-
companied by public debates, witness statements and fi lms and documentaries on the issue 
were shown.

Campaign and mobilisation during International Human Rights Day
(10 December)
– Organisation of a series of events in Sfax, including the inauguration of the exhibition “Sous le 

Jasmin” and a documentary by Hichem Ben Ammar entitled “La mémoire noire” (Black Memo-
ry), with the intervention of the French actor François Le Grange and victims’ testimonies.

– Participation of the exhibition in an International Human Rights Festival for school children.

26 June celebration in Tunis
Public meeting on Avenue Bourguiba and collection of signatures
in favour of the  absolute prohibition of torture.

Inauguration of the SANAD rehabilitation centres, in the presence
of the OCTT President and the OMCT Secretary General.

Photos: Augustin Le GALL
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 DONORS, BODIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT

Non-governmental grants  

American Jewish World Service 

Bread for the World 

Cordaid 

Cultural Council of the Union 
for the Mediterranean 

Banque Pictet Foundation 

Oak Foundation 

Sigrid Rausing Trust  

Grants from international and intergovernmental organisations 

European Commission    

Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie    

Special Fund of the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention against Torture 

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture  

United Nations Development Programme    

Cantonal Grants (Switzerland) 

Geneva 

Others
SOS-Torture Network membership fees
Private donations

OMCT extends its sincere thanks to all individuals, institutions and gov-
ernments for their generous support.

Executive Council  

Président Yves Berthelot, France
Vice-Presidents José Domingo Dougan Beaca, Equatorial Guinea
 Dick Marty, Switzerland
Treasurer Anthony Travis, United Kingdom
Members Santiago Alejandro Canton, Argentina
 Aminata Dieye, Senegal
 Kamel Jendoubi, Tunisia
 Tinatin Khidasheli, Georgia
 Jahel Quiroga Carillo, Colombia
 Henri Tiphagne, India
Special Adviser Christine Sayegh, Switzerland

General Assembly  

Africa
Justine Bihamba Masika,
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Floribert Chebeya †,
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Innocent Chukwuma, Nigeria
Oumar Diallo, Senegal
Aminata Dieye, Senegal
José Domingo Dougan Beaga, Equatorial Guinea
Boubacar Messaoud, Mauritania
Sam Mohochi, Kenya
 
Asia
Teodoro Max De Mesa, Philippines
Vrinda Grover, India
Adilur Rahman Khan, Bangladesh
Henri Tiphagne, India
Osamu Shiraishi, Japan
Renee Xia, China

Latin America
Ernesto Alayza Mujica, Peru
Luis Arriaga, Mexico
Santiago Alejandro Canton, Argentina
José Burle de Figueiredo, Brazil
Alberto León Gómez, Colombia
Celia Medrano Amador, El Salvador
Florizelle O’Connor, Jamaica
Gustavo Palmieri, Argentina
Jahel Quiroga Carrillo, Colombia
Claudia Samayoa, Guatemala

Europe
Yves Berthelot, France
Adam Bodner, Poland
Panayote Elias Dimitras, Greece
Jaap E. Doek, Netherlands
Tinatin Khidasheli, Georgia
Dick Marty, Switzerland
Michael O’Flaherty, Ireland
Olga Sadovskaya, Russian Federation
Christine Sayegh, Switzerland
Anthony Travis, United Kingdom
Leyla Yunus, Azerbaijan

Middle East and North Africa 
George Abu Al-Zulof, Palestine
Georges Assaf, Lebanon
Abdel-Ilah Benabdesselam, Morocco
Nassera Dutour, Algeria
Hadi Ghaemi, Islamic Republic of Iran
Kamel Jendoubi, Tunisia
Karim Saber, Egypt
Mokhtar Trifi , Tunisia

North America
Theresa Harris, United States of America

International Secretariat  

Secretary-General Gerald Staberock

Deputy Secretary-General Anne-Laurence Lacroix

Operations Division
Urgent Campaigns
Alexandra Kossin (Coordinator)
Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture
Marina Gente (Project Offi cer)
Pierre-Henri Golly (Project Offi cer)
Monitoring Protection Mechanisms
Seynabou Benga (Human Rights Adviser)
Carin Benninger-Budel (Human Rights Adviser)
Pierre-Henri Golly (Project Offi cer)
Andrea Meraz Sepulveda (Human Rights Offi cer)
Helena Solà Martin (Human Rights Adviser)
Belkis Wille (Project Offi cer)
Rights of the Child
Carolina Barbara (Coordinator)
Fernanda Santana (Coordinator)
Human Rights Defenders/
Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders
Delphine Reculeau (Coordinator)
Seynabou Benga (“Defend the Defenders”, Coordinator)
Violence Against Women
Carin Benninger-Budel (Human Rights Adviser)

Fundraising and Communication Division
Carin Benninger-Budel (Human Rights Adviser)
Pierre-Henri Golly (Project Offi cer)
Marina Gente (chargée de projet)

Administration Halima Dekhissi
Webmaster Oleg Burlaca
Support IT Patrice Cretin, Inea IT Services
Accounting Marc Aebersold, Solution 7

OMCT Europe   

Representative at the European Union Peter Zangl

OMCT Libya   

Human Rights Adviser, MENA region Currun Singh
Project Offi cer  Karim Salem
Project Associate  Daniel Davis
Project Associate  Ramadan Elamami

OMCT Tunisia   

Director  Gabriele Reiter
Project Associate  Emtyez Bellali
Project Offi cer  Hend Khechine
Legal Adviser  Halim Meddeb
Finance and Administrative Assistant Hassene Tlijani
Project Assistant  Rosa Vane

SANAD, Legal Advice and Social Assistance Centre  

Social Coordinator, Sidi Bouzid Afef Chokri
Legal Coordinator, Sidi Bouzid Moez Issaoui
Social Coordinator, Kef  Sabrine Gatri
Legal Coordinator, Kef  Najla Talbi

Governments 

Denmark 

Finland 

Germany 

Liechtenstein 

The Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Municipal Grants (Switzerland) 

Geneva 

Plan-les-Ouates 
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 PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS

Human Rights Defenders/Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders 

– Violations of the Right of NGOs to Funding: from Harassment to Criminalisation, Observatory Annual 
Report, February 2013 (French, English, Spanish, Arabic and Russian)

Report of judicial observation mission

– Bahrain: Sentenced to two years in prison for advocating and exercising the right to peaceful assembly, 
February 2013 (English and Arabic)

Report of fact-fi nding mission

– Bangladesh: Human rights defenders trapped in a polarised political environment, November 2013 
(English)

Monitoring Protection Mechanisms 

UN Human Rights Committee

– State of Torture and Related Human Rights Violations in Kenya, 2013 (English and Swahili)

– Violaciones de los derechos humanos en Paraguay, March 2013 (Spanish, English and Guarani)

UN Committee against Torture

– State of Torture and Related Human Rights Violations in Kenya, May 2013 (English)

UN Commitee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

– Rapport sur les violences contre les femmes en Nord et Sud Kivu, en République Démocratique du 
Congo, July 2013 (French) 

Universal Periodic Review 

– Contribution to the 2nd Universal Periodic Review of the Democratic Republic of Congo: Violence 
against women in North and South Kivu, September 2013 (English and French)

OMCT Offi ce in Tunis 

– Le rôle des avocats dans la protection contre la torture et les mauvais traitements, tiré du Colloque 
Le droit d’accès à l’avocat pendant l’enquête préliminaire pour les personnes privées de liberté, 
organised by the National Order of Tunisian Lawyers (Ordre National des Avocats de Tunisie), the 
Tunisian Association of Young Lawyers (Association Tunisienne des Jeunes Avocats), the Association 
for the Prevention of Torture (Association pour la Prévention de la Torture) and the World Organisa-
tion against Torture, 27 June 2012 (French)

– OMCT Opinion on the main characteristics of the draft law on a National Preventive Mechanism to 
prevent torture in Tunisia, Tunis/Geneva, 29 August 2012 (English)

– Sous le Jasmin, Puiser dans le passé des forces pour l’avenir, Catalogue of the photographic exhibi-
tion, May 2013 (French and Arabic)

– Tous Unis Contre la Torture, brochure published to mark the National Day of Support for victims of 
torture in cooperation with 20 anti-torture associations, 26 June 2013 (French and Arabic)

21
fi eld missions.
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 BALANCE SHEET ON 31 DECEMBER 2013
 STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

COMPTE DE RECETTES ET DEPENSES DE L’EXERCICE AU 31 DECEMBRE 2013 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ON 31 DECEMBER 2013

  ANNEE 2013
  YEAR 2013
   
RECETTES    2’621’064.47

Assistance d’urgence aux victimes de la torture / Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture  85’435.25 
Droits de l’enfant / Children’s Rights    104’557.11 
Violence contre les femmes / Violence against Women    125’119.30 
 Défenseurs des droits de l’homme - Observatoire / Human Rights Defenders - Observatory  361’913.91
Campagnes d’urgence / Urgent Campaigns    0.00 
 Suivi des mécanismes de protection / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms   521’129.79 
Suivi des mécanismes de protection - Libye / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms - Libya  230’684.33
Suivi des mécanismes de protection - Tunisie / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms - Tunisia  336’357.95
Division opérations (gestion) / Operations Division (management)   0.00 
TOTAL DIVISION OPERATIONS / TOTAL OPERATIONS DIVISION   1’765’197.64 
 
Droits économiques, sociaux et culturels / Economic, Social and Cultural Rights   0.00 
Formation / Training    192’282.80 
 Division recherche & développement (gestion) / Research and Development Division (management) 0.00 
TOTAL DIVISION RECHERCHE ET DEVELOPPEMENT /
TOTAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION    192’282.80 

Division recherche de fonds & communication (gestion) /
Fundraising and Commission Division (management)    0.00 
 TOTAL DIVISION RECHERCHE DE FONDS ET COMMUNICATION / 
TOTAL FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION    0.00

Cotisations des membres du réseau / Membership fees    1’074.98
Contributions privées / Private donations    67’688.80 
Bulletins et produits divers / Bulletins and various donations    20’000.00
 Subventions fédérales, cantonales, communales / Federal, cantonal, communal grants  168’600.00 
 Subventions gouvernementales européennes / Grants from European governments   259’960.00 
 Subventions de fondations et autres / Grants from foundations and others   146’260.25 
TOTAL EXTENSION, DEVELOPPEMENT DU RESEAU,
REPRESENTATION EN DEHORS DU SIEGE ET GESTION /
TOTAL EXTENSIONS, DEVELOPMENT OF THE NETWORK,
REPRESENTATION OUTSIDE GENEVA HEADQUARTERS    663’584.03 
   
DEPENSES    -2’631’484.10

 Assistance d’urgence aux victimes de la torture / Urgent Assistance to Victims of Torture  89’579.21
Droits de l’enfant / Children’s Rights    146’164.92
Violence contre les femmes / Violence against Women    142’013.38
Défenseurs des droits de l’homme - Observatoire / Human Rights Defenders - Observatory  420’717.44
Campagnes d’urgence / Urgent Campaigns    52’440.85
Suivi des mécanismes de protection / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms   702’993.29
Suivi des mécanismes de protection - Libye / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms - Libya  275’456.87
Suivi des mécanismes de protection - Tunisie / Monitoring of Protection Mechanisms - Tunisia  401’139.34
Division opérations (gestion) / Operations Division (management)   1’389.76 
TOTAL DIVISION OPERATIONS / TOTAL OPERATIONS DIVISION   2’231’895.06 
 
Droits économiques, sociaux et culturels / Economic, Social and Cultural Rights   20’000.00
Formation / Training    167’250.52
Conférence et réunions statutaires / Conference and statutory meetings   44’787.50
Division recherche et développement (gestion) / Research and Development Division (management) 2’096.38
TOTAL DIVISION RECHERCHE ET DEVELOPPEMENT
TOTAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION    234’134.40 

Promotion    36’452.35
Communication    11’775.25
Division recherche de fonds & comm. (gestion) / Fundraising and Comm. Division (management)  44’246.92 
TOTAL DIVISION RECHERCHE DE FONDS ET COMMUNICATION 
TOTAL FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION    92’474.52 
 
Extensions et développement du réseau / Extensions and development of the network  15’753.21
Représentation en dehors du siège / Representation outisde Geneva Headquarters   28’354.37
Gestion / Management    28’872.54 
TOTAL EXTENSION, DEVELOPPEMENT DU RESEAU, 
REPRESENTATION EN DEHORS DU SIEGE ET GESTION /
TOTAL EXTENSIONS, DEVELOPMENT OF THE NETWORK, 
REPRESENTATION OUTSIDE GENEVA HEADQUARTERS    72’980.12  
 
RESULTAT AVANT INTERETS CREANCIERS ET AUTRES PRODUITS /
RESULTS BEFORE CREDITORS INTERESTS AND OTHER INCOMES   -10’419.63
   
INTERETS CREANCIERS ET AUTRES PRODUITS / CREDITORS INTERESTS AND OTHER INCOMES 16’821.13

Intérêts créanciers / Creditors interests    112.01
Autres produits / Other incomes    16’709.12 

      
EXCEDENT DES RECETTES DE L’EXERCICE / EXCESS OF INCOMES   6’401.50

Genève, le 17 avril 2014 / Geneva, 17 April 2014 

BILAN AU 31 DECEMBRE 2013 (avec comparatif 2012) 
BALANCE SHEET ON 31 DECEMBER 2013 (with 2012 comparative)     
 

ACTIF / ASSETS  ANNEE 2013  ANNEE 2012
  YEAR 2013  YEAR 2012 
    
LIQUIDITES / CASH  692’927.48  493’061.29
     
Caisses / Cash funds  1’892.47  1’722.11
CCP / Postal cheque account  13’999.07  21’183.36
Banque Lombard et Odier / Bank Lombard & Odier  159’352.81  159’049.18
Banque UBS / Bank UBS  517’683.13  311’106.64 
 
AUTRES ACTIFS / OTHER ASSETS  257’978.30  240’133.08
     
Impôts anticipés / Withholding tax recoverable  388.77  367.10
Actifs transitoires / Other assets  56’078.92  11’398.55
Garanties / Guarantees  10’468.20  10’468.20
Débiteurs et subventions à recevoir /
Debtors and grants to be received  191’042.41  217’899.23 
 
    
TOTAL DE L’ACTIF / TOTAL ASSETS  950’905.78  733’194.37  
  

PASSIF / LIABILITIES     
 
CREANCIERS / CREDITORS  809’682.66  598’372.75
     
Créanciers / Creditors  118’942.98  37’710.06
Passifs transitoires / Other liabilities  235’434.26  120’549.49
Subventions et produits reçus d’avance /
Grants paid in advance  455’305.42  440’113.20  
 
PROVISIONS / OTHER LIABILITIES  175’000.00  175’000.00
     
Provisions  175’000.00  175’000.00 
 
COMPTE DE RESULTAT / RESULTS  -33’776.88  -40’178.38

Report au 1er janvier 2013 /
Carried forward at 1 January 2013  -40’178.38  -90’055.01
Attribution de la Fondation de soutien à l’OMCT /
Contribution from the Foundation supporting OMCT  0.00  40’000.00
Excédent de recettes de l’exercice / Excess of incomes  6’401.50  9’876.63 
    
TOTAL DU PASSIF / TOTAL LIABILITIES  950’905.78  733’194.37
    
Genève, le 17 avril 2014 / Geneva, 17 April 2014 



Contacts 
OMCT - International Secretariat
Rue du Vieux-Billard 8
P.O. Box 21
1211 Geneva 8, Switzerland
 
Tel: +41 22 809 49 39
Fax: +41 22 809 49 29
omct@omct.org
www.omct.org

Post offi ce account
Geneva, CCP 12-5500-1

Bank accounts
UBS SA, Geneva, Switzerland
Agence du Rhône, P.O. Box
1211 Geneva 2

Account No. 279.C8106675.0
Holder: OMCT SOS TORTURE
IBAN: CH91 0027 9279 C810 6675 0
Swift Code: UBSWCHZH80A

LOMBARD ODIER DARIER HENTSCH & Cie
Rue de la Corraterie 11
1204 Geneva, Switzerland

Account No. 88515.00
Holder: OMCT SOS TORTURE
IBAN: CH25 08760 00000 88515 00
Swift Code: LOCYCHGG

OMCT Europe
Rue Stevin 115
1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel/Fax: +32 2 218 37 19
omct@omct.org
www.omct.org

OMCT Offi ce in Tunis
2, avenue de France,
Immeuble le National (Apt. 325)
Tunis 1000, Tunisia

Tel: +216 71 322 561
Fax: +216 71 322 562
gr@omct.org
www.omct.org
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